


ROYAL COMMISSION ON THE DONALD MARSHALL, JR., PROSECUTION 

MARITIME CENTRE, SUITE 1026, 1505 BARRINGTON STREET, HALIFAX 
NOVA SCOTIA, B3J 3K5 902-424-4800 

CHIEF JUSTICE T. ALEXANDER HICKMAN 
CHAIRMAN 

ASSOCIATE CHIEF JUSTICE LAWRENCE A. POITRAS 
COMMISSIONER 

THE HONOURABLE 
MR. JUSTICE GREGORY THOMAS EVANS 
COMMISSIONER 

November 17, 1987 

Mr. Charles Balcom 
P. 0. Box 951 
Middleton, Annapolis Co. 
Nova Scotia BUS 1P0 

Dear Mr. Balcom: 

Thank you for your letter, directed to George MacDonald, 
one of our Commission counsel, which was received by this office 
on November 12, 1987. 

As you may iknow, the Terms of Reference of the .Royal.  
Commission on the Donald Marshall, Jr., Prosecution are to 
inquire into the circumstances which led to the wrongful 
conviction of Mr. Marshall and to question whether the 
administration Of criminal justice in Nova Sctia was at all to • 
blame in this instance. We hope to make recommendations to 
Government which will ensure that such a Eituation will not occur 
again. I have read your submission and have come to the 
conclusion that, unfortunately, there is nothing that we can do 
to help you. While our mandate is quite bread, it does not 
appear to me to be broad enough to encompass your particular 
situation. However, we do appreciate hearing from members of the 
public and hope that this Royal Commission will answer some of 
the broader questions relating to the administration of justice 
which might affect individuals in Nova Scotia. 

Once again, thank you for your interest in the Royal 
Commission. 

Yours very truly, 

Susan M. Ashley, 
Commission Executive 
Secretary 
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