RoYAL COMMISSION ON THE DONALD MARSHALL, JR.,, PROSECUTION

MARITIME CENTRE, SUITE 1026, 1505 BARRINGTON STREET, HALIFAX
NOVA SCOTIA, B3J 3K5 902-424-4800

CHIEF JUSTICE T. ALEXANDER HICKMAN
CHAIRMAN

ASSOCIATE CHIEF JUSTICE LAWRENCE A. POITRAS
COMMISSIONER

THE HONOURABLE February 29, 1988
MR. JUSTICE GREGORY THOMAS EVANS

COMMISSIONER

Ms. Judy Davis

R.R.#4

Tatamagouche, Nova Scotia
BOK 1V0

Dear Ms. Davis:

Thank you very much for sending along the information
relating to the Westville Police Department. It has been
circulated to Commission counsel, but I am not able to advise you
at this point whether we will be able to investigate the
allegations contained in the documentation.

As you know, the Royal Commission has a very big job to
do and only a limited amount of time in which to do it. 1In the
process of looking into the wrongful conviction of Donald
Marshall, Jr., we are looking in more detail at the conduct of
policing in Nova Scotia. In the Public Hearings of the Inquiry
we have heard evidence from many members of the municipal police
forces, as well as the R.C.M.P. We have also commissioned a
research study on police practices, organization and training in
Nova Scotia. We hope that even if we are not able to investigate
all complaints that we have received relating to individual
problems, our final recommendations for change in the area of
police practices will also affect specific problem areas. We
hope also that one of the positive effects of our report and
recommendations will be to allow Nova Scotians to believe that
their criminal justice system is sound and fair.

Thank you very much for sending along this material.

Yours very truly,

/ _

AW@@
Susan M. Ashley,
Commission Executive

Secretary

SMA/17ib
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R.R.#l o
Tatamazouche ,N.3.
80K 1VO

To: Marshall Inquiry

From: Judy Davis

Inguiry Members,

In light of recent information which has come forth
at the Tnquiry pertaining to Staff Sgte Harry Wheatons' statements
that ,"the depte. would not begin an investigation into a police
chief, judge or anyone who would abtract media attention unless
instpnuctions from the Attorney @enerals Department were recieved
first," ...I am sending you copies of material concerning an
incident which took place ten years ago in the town of Westville,
Pictou Co. N.Se

I am sending you this informagion es I feel the requested
investigation into the police depts and municipsl authorities of
that town is still valid today as the same Mayor (Walter Duggan) and
polics chief (oswald Chalker) are still in office todaye

Could our unfulfilled request for an investigation,by
several citizens of the town, not been carried out as a result of
some sort of intervention by the Attorney Generals dept. of that
time ?

Many questions regarding the death of John Wayne Hodgeson
remain unsatisfactorily answered in the minds of many to this day.

Tf the enclosed informstion can be of any use in this
inquiry presently underway or if T ecsn provide you with more please
feel free to contact me. If this information is not pertinent to
the busimess at hand could you please return it to me. Thankyou.

Sincerely,

/ . t}d.‘
{5
v é;vis
r%ﬂ;

Tatamagouche ;,N.3S«
BOK 1VO

phone 657-3371
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yestville, Wova Scotia

June 23, 1978

The Attorney General for
the province »f Nova Scotia
Yalifax, Nova Scotia

Dear Sir:

The enclosed petition signed by the citizens of the town of Jestville,
in the county >f Pictou, in the province of Nova 3cotia, was prompted by
the untimely death of JOEXN JAVNE HODT3CK while incarcerated in the
yestville jail, on JTine 3tn, 1978,

The poor and underpriviliced, who comprise more than 6C% of the
population of the town of Jestville, have frequently felt that they
have been the victims of irregularities and maltreatment when they
nave been confronted by the town's law enforcement body. They feel
HODGSON's death as the "LAST STRAYT™.

They can no longer tolerate living in a condition of paranosia --
wondering -- WHO ? will be the next vigtim; “HAT ? will be the next
atrocity; U"HEN ? will it happen. They want civie administrators and
law enforcement officers whom they can respect and trust.

It woujd seem that the first step towards accomplishing this otjective
would be tc have your department investigate the existing situation.

The undersigned, acting as representative for those who have sizned
the petition, would appreciate an acknowledgment from your office

within five (5) days of receipt of this communication, suggesting
the course of action your department will undertake,

Yours truly,
!

7 M '
"’f/ﬂ’f ,h/ fﬁ'l_/"f--/'-?

(Judy Davis)

Copies of this letter and petition are being sent to:

1) The ‘estville Town Council %) The Cmbudsman for
YESTVIILE, Nova Scotia the province »f Nova Scotia

T "L‘I?“ r T =
2) Joe Ross, Director of AALIFAX, Nova 3eotia
the Nova Scotia Police Association
HALIFAX, Nova Scotia 4) The Nova Scotia Police Commission
P24 0 Bax 1559 P.0O. Box 1573
ELALIH¥AX, Nova 3Scotia
Attn: Admiral H.A. Porter
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The raczcent deith *f L rejidont 2f the Lomna of “Jestville “sHils §n
detenti-n i~ the "e=~tville [:il, =nd nuser-usz incidents -f vinle-ce
connected with the t-un ~f Fontville nalise fAaroe “ren Nsyw:l? Thaulker

has teen in charase Sf %he 1113 farece. K .~ ri1zed seri-~us oone n in
the minds ~" miny ~f +tha sitizeny AT lestyi~ e a3 to Dawald ChTygl Rerv;
suitability 13 1 »fficer Af tie law.
DMD HEREAS:

“Tals same Csw:ld Shiulzer ks recently bheen ohininte
adlice forge foHp the t~u3 S Jeutville Dy tne Jegtvil

TH‘«“,'REF“RE BT IT RE3QIViD:

L]

Th=2t the undersiened citizen: Hf tae tawn of ‘eztville, in the
county of Pictnu, 1o the nravince af Wav: “Jestia, wish to hive

n investiecation int~ the ananintaent ~f Oswild ”llu Ker tn chief
2f volice of the nnlice THree € the towm of @eatville be ¢rnducted
by the denartrment ~f the JSLboarney Treaeral Tor Nova lcotia.

K s R o o o S
\-_D T e I

An investizatisn to determine whether »r not the mun wieipal
administrators »f tae town »f ‘estville :re trul y representative
of the peosple of the comuunity.

Sizned on .nd aftor thais 12th 4:v ~f June, in the year sf 1378.

submitted on the  tn diy o7 June, in the year of 1978
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ATTORNEY GENERAL
HNOVA SCOTIA

Halifax, Nova Scotia
B3J 2L6

July 13, 1978

Mrs. Judy Davis
Matheson Street
WESTVILLE
Pictou County
Nova Scotia

Dear Mrs. Davis:

I have your registered letter of
June 23, 1978, which was mailed in Stellarton on
June 27.

I understand that the matter to which
you refer has been dealt with by the courts and a
decision reached to the effect that there was no
negligence.

The R.C.M.P., as you know, are now
patrolling the Town and I understand that there
have not been very many difficulties.

I note your other comments with respect
to an investigation and I will make some enquiries
into the situation and will be in touch with you.

I do understand that the Nova Scotia Police Commission
is aware of the situation. '

Yours very truly,
i ST
(e ng;fixfija
Nd

George M. Mitchell
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Police Post Office Box 1557 President Second
Association Halifax Sgt Bill Meisner Vice-President
of Nova Scotia Dartmouth Sgt Len Harkness
Nova Scotia B3J 2Y3 Amherst

First Vice-President

Executive Director Cst. Ed Joyce Secretary/Treasurer

J.W (Joe)Ross Halfax Sgt Sheldon Tipert
PA NS 1154 Rockchlle Street Dartmouth

Hahtax

Nova Scota Solicitor

Office 902 423-7477
Home 902 429-0343

Miss Judy Davis

R. R. # 2,
Westville

Bruce Evans

June 29th, 1978

Member:

Canadian Police
Association and the
International
Conlerence of Police
Associations

Nova Scotia
Dear Miss Davis:

Thank you for the copy of your letter to the
Attorney-General of the Province.

I wish you all the best in your efforts to have
an investigation into the Westville Police Department, it needs
5

Please find enclosed a letter to the Attorney-
General sent by me some time ago, for your information.

JWR/lcr

pc/ Rod MacIntyre, Director PANS
Anthony Chisholm, President
Westville Police Association



May 12, 1978

Mr. George Mitchel
Attorney-General
Province of Nova Scotia

Dear Mr. Mitchell:

The recent appointment of a one Mr. Oswald Chaulker to

the position of Chief of Police in the Town of Westville,
has greatly disturbed the members of the Police Association
of Nova Scotia.

On behalf of the Police Association of Nova Scotia, we
request you to direct the Nova Scotia Police Commission
to undertake a complete investigation into the operation
of the Westville Police Department

Looking forward to your earliest attention to this matter.

Yours truly,

J. W. "Joe™"™ Ross
EXECUTIVE-DIRECTOR

pc/ Mr. Harry Porter, Chairman
Nova Scotia Police Commission

Mr. Rod MacIntyre, Area Director PANS

Mr. Anthony Chisholm, President
Westville Police Association

Mr. Bill Meisner, President PANS




ATTORNEY GENERAL
NOVA SCOTIA

Halifax, Nova Scotia
B3J 2L6

May 17, 1978

Mr. J. W. "Joe" Ross

Executive Directoxr

Police Association of Nova Scotia
P. 0. Box 1557

HALIFAX, Nova Scotia

B3J 2Y3

Dear Joe:

Thank you very much for your note of
May 12th concerning Mr. Oswald Chaulker.

I have looked into the matter and I am not
prepared to direct an investigation at this time into
the operation of the Westville Police Department.

It seems to me that this is entirely a
local matter and can only presume that the Council
took into consideration all of the qualifications of
the various applicants when they considered filling the
vacancy in their Department. While under the circumstances
it does not strike me as being the most logical appointment,
in view of the past history, this has to be a matter for
the local officials who are better equipped to deal with
the problem.

Yours very truly,

/i’/\:’-'.-/ }[" L s

George M. Mitchell




OUR FILE:

OFFICE OF THE OMBUDSMAN
ROYAL BANK BUILDING
HALIFAX. NOVA SCOTIA

B3J 3B7

62-129

28 June, 1978

Mrs. Judy Davis
R.R.#2, Westville
Nova Scotia

Dear Mrs. Davis:

I have received today, by registered mail, a copy of

a letter dated June 23, 1978, which you addressed to
the Attorney General of the Province of Nova Scotia.
Attached to the letter is a petition signed by
citizens of the Town of Westville, and a resolution
relating to the death of John Wayne Hodgson, which
occurred in the Westville Jail earlier this month.

Oon June 22, 1978, I wrote to Mr. Frank L. Belliveau
of the Kings County Correctional Centre, in response
to his epistle of June 15.

My understanding is that this matter is being
investigated by the appropriate authorities, and that
the Department of the Attorney General and the

Nova Scotia Police Commission have been kept fully
in the picture.

As the proper administrative wheels turn, we shall
be interested to follow the progress of the
undertakings by the appropriate departments.

Sincerely,

/_/ﬂ (D5

Dr. H. D. Smith
Ombudsman.

/vinr-w
c.c. Admiral H. A. Porter

Chairman
Nova Scotia Police Commission

P.O. BOX 2152

PHONE 424-6780
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. However, they had no laces.
; revealed

he was

let out severa] times to use the

washroom and that the last

time a check was made in the

vicinity of $:or "3:30 a.m,
odgson was asleep on the cot.

Y H
¥ iie was weorina.bluelglmlf and

on
any given t ang the number -
dcﬂn&aﬂ. ormally the
dispatcher on t duty, who
also has jani duties, is not
obliged to take a pérson out, but
does so after g told by the

constable present or after
getting in contact with the
officer who gives permission to

: do so. Testimony. showed

though that on pees , the
tcher could and had made
ac or taken a person to the
washroom if needed. The
dispatcher on duty that
James ' Langille, Westyille
testified that whép, he last
checked H sround Sa.m,
on June 8 before going
janitorial work he - (Hodgson)
was and he was sure that
he could have heard from any
Eol.slm he was in any undo
turbance by the A
after that time. He had per-
mission to let the
twice to use the w
There was also some concern
as to a syringe found in the car
of the deceased with some
brownish liquid in it

Truro, testified that this
was analyzed and found

vl
contain nothing but brake fluid,

NO MARKS R E
Testimony showed that when
incarcerated in the cell that

- there were no bruises or marks
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back to the Westville. jail; Cst.
]h?r?a las ~ 'Grist, ° RCMP
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Greg Campbell, of the Westville _
officer

Force, who was the on

all night}
Chaulker who came on the
scene for his morning shift at
about 8:45 a.m. June 8 and who
: the r dead;
James Everett Langille,
Westville; the night despat-
cher; Sgt. Robert Messer,

RCMP, Truro

&

Chaulker had called the at-
torney-general's '~ ent
requesting an  RCMP in-
vestigation. i

E
5

Chief Oswald’

Magisterial inquiry va-/%w Mﬂdﬁﬂag

ek



