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CURRICULUM VITAE
PERSONAL DATA

Name: Harold Franklin MCGEE, Jr.

Date of Birth: 5 June 1945

Place of Birth: Miami, Florida, U.S.A.
Citizenship: Canadian [1975]

Address, Business:

Department of Anthropology Phone: 902 / 420-5630
Saint Mary’s University E-Mail: IN$"HMCGEE@STMARYS"
Halifax, Nova Scotia

CANADA B3H 3C3

Address, Home:

6039 Welsford Street Phone: 902 / 422-7233
Halifax, Nova Scotia
CANADA B3K 1G3
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Areal Interests:
Micmac/Maliseet
Atlantic Canada
Canada
American Southwest

Topical Interests:
Native Peoples
Expressive Culture
Culture History and Reconstruction
Games / Play
Gender Studies
Political Anthropology
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Education [all degrees in Anthropology]:
Florida State University B.A. April 1966
Florida State University M.A. June 1967
Southern Illinois University (C’dale) Ph.D. June 1974
Awards [other than research grants]:

1967-1969 National Defence Educational Act Fellowship (U.S.A.),
Southern Illinoils University (last year declined).
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PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
Teaching:

Primary Affiliation: .
66.09 - 67.04 Museum Assistant Florida State University
67.01 - 67.04 Teaching Assistant Florida State University
68.09 - 69.04 Teaching Assistant Southern Illinois University
69.09 - 70.06 Lecturer St. Francis Xavier University
70.06 - 73.07 Assistant Professor St. Francis Xavier University
73.07 - 74.07 Assistant Professor University of Waterloo (Ont.)
74.07 - 75.07 Assistant Professor Saint Mary’s University

75.07 - 83.07 Associate Professor Saint Mary’s University
83.07 -present Professor Saint Mary’s University
Summer School Employment (other than home institution):
1971 Lecturer, Anthropology University of Western Ontario
1977 Lecturer, Education University of New Brunswick
1978 Lecturer, Atlantic Canada University of Prince Edward
Institute Island
1983 Instructor, Anthropology University of New Brunswick
Other Teaching Employment:
1972 Lecturer, Transition Year Dalhousie University
Programme (TYP)
1974 Lecturer, Native Counsellor Saint Francis Xavier
Aide Programme University
1984 Instructor, TYP Dalhousie University
1984~-present, Research Associate,
School of Education Dalhousie University

1985 Instructor, Micmac Bachelor Dalhousie University
of Social Work Programme,
Maritime School of Social Work

1988 Instructor, Micmac Bachelor Dalhousie University
of Social Work Programme,
Maritime School of Social Work

Thesis Committee Memberships:

1976 Anthropology Department, Saint Mary’s University. Member of
John Connclly’s Honours thesis committee.

1979 Anthropology Department, Saint Mary’s University. Thesis
advisor of Robert W. Heber’s Honours thesis comnittee.

1980 Anthropology Department, Saint Mary’s University. Thesis
advisor of Jutta Dale’s Honours thesis committee.

1981 Anthropology Department, McMaster University. External
reader of David A. Meyer’s doctoral dissertation.

1983 Anthropology Department, Saint Mary’s University. Member of
Judy MacIntyre’s Honours thesis committee.

1984-present Education Department, Dalhousie University. Member
of Marial Mosher’s doctoral committee.

1985 School of Architecture, Technical University of Nova
Scotia. External reviewer of theses by four honours
students.

1985 Anthropology Department, Saint Mary’s University. Thesis
advisor of Cheryl Tingley’s Honours thesis committee.
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1986 School of Architecture, Technical University of Nova
Scotia. External reviewer of theses by seven honours
students.

1986-1989 Education Faculty, 3Saint Mary’s University. Master of
Arts thesis advisor to Marilyn O’Hearn.

1988 Anthropology Department, Saint Mary’s University. Thesis
advisor of Susan McIlquham’s Honours thesis committee.

1988-present Atlantic Canada Studies, Saint Mary’s University.
Master of Arts thesis advisor to Sharon Ingalls.

1989-present Education Department, Dalhousie University. Member
of Marilyn O’Hearn’s doctoral committee.

1989-present Atlantic Canada Studies, Saint Mary’s University.
Member of Master of Arts thesis committee to Peter
Twohig.

Consulting:

1975 National Museum of Man -- Display Division. Atlantic Canada
Museumobile.

1978 Federation of Newfoundland Indians (Conne River). Review of
lands claim research.

1980 Nova Scotia Department of Education. Mi’kmag television
project (3 years).

1981 Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council. Native
Studies Programme Workshop (Winnipeg).

1982 National Film Board (Montreal). Production of four sound
filmstrips concerned with Micmac Aboriginal culture. First
prize award in educational filmstrip category, New York Film
Festival.

1982 Ragweed Press (Charlottetown). Manuscript reviewer and
technical consultant for grade six textbook authored by
Douglas Baldwin.

1983 Fitzhenry and Whiteside. Editorial assistant for book about
the Micmac authored by Robert Leavitt.

1984 Grand Council of the Crees (James Bay). Curriculum
development, Cree School Board.

1984 Lavlin Offshore, Inc. Evaluation of pipeline impact on
heritage resources in pipeline corridor.

1986 Maritext, Ltd. Editorial assistant and curriculum
development.

1987 Dalhousie University. External Evaluator for unit review of
the Transition Year Programme.

1987 Indigenous People’s Education, World Congress. Delegate
(8-13 June, Vancouver).
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Manuscript and Research Grant Proposal Review:
1976 Current Anthropology; article referee.

1977 Institute of Public Affairs, Dalhousie; book manuscript
referee.

1978 Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council (SSHRC) ;
grant proposal referee.

1978 Canadian Ethnic Studies; article referee.

1978 National Endowment for the Humanities (USA); grant proposal
referee.

1979 Acadiensis; article referee.
1979 Canada Council; grant proposal referee.

1980 International Education Centre, Saint Mary’s University;
book manuscript referee.

1981 Culture; article referee.

1982 Culture; article referee.
1982 Nelson Publishers; book manuscript referee.

1983 Acadiensis; referee for two articles.

1983 SSHRC; referee for two research grant proposals.

1983 Natignal Museum of Man; referee for article in Oracle
serles.

1984 SSHRC; grant proposal referee.

1984 Culture; article referee.

1984 National Endowment for the Humanities (USA); grant proposal
referee.

1986 National Science Foundation (USA); grant proposal referee.
1986 Acadiensis; article referee.

1987 National Science Foundation (USA); grant proposal referee.
1987 Acadiensis; article referee.

1988 The Gladys and Merrill Muttart Foundation (Alberta); grant
proposal referee.

1988 Acadiensis; article referee.

1988 Canada Council; grant proposal referee.

1988 National Science Foundation (USA); grant proposal referee.

1989 Canadian Review of Sociology and Anthropology; referee for
two articles.

1989 SSHRC; grant proposal referee.

1989 Pagta’tek; article referee.

1990 Oxford University Press. Manuscript reviewer for junior high
textbook (chapter concerned with Micmac Indians).
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Board Memberships:
1976 Canadian Ethnology Society; Member-at-Large.

1977 Canadian Ethnology Society; Annual Meeting Co-Chairperson.
1987 Native Studies Committee, University College of Cape Breton.
1989 Micmac Native Learning Centre (Halifax); Advisory Board.

1990 Micmac Native Learning Centre (Halifax); Advisory Board.

Funded Research:

1967 Isleta factionalism. (research assistant) National
Institutes of Mental Health (USA).

1969 Micmac political organization. St. Francis Xaiver University
funding.

1973 Maliseet religion. National Museum funding.

1973 Non-psychotic aspects of wlndlgo phenomenon. Canada Council
funding.

1974 Maliseet religion (continued). National Museum funding.

1975 The apple basket industry in the Annapolis Valley. Saint
Mary’s University funding.

1978 Oral history of St. Margaret’s Bay. Saint Mary’s University
funding.

1981 Sabbatical travel grant. Saint Mary’s University funding.

1987 Expressive culture and cultural identity in Maritime Canada.
SSHRC funding.

1988 Sabbatical research grant. Saint Mary’s University funding.

1988 Beaver incisor wear patterns. Saint Mary’s University
funding.

Publications:
Books:
1974 (editor) Native Peoples of Atlantic Canada; a reader in

regional ethnic relations. Toronto: McClelland and Stewart:
211pp.

1983 (editor) Native Peoples of Atlantic Canada; a history of
Indian-European relations (2nd edition). Ottawa: Carleton
University Press.
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1983

1989

(co-author with Ruth Whitghead} The Micmacs: How they lived
500 years ago. Halifax: Nimbus; 60pp..

(illustrator) Six Micmac Stories by Ruth Whitehead. Halifax:
Nova Scotia Museum.

Journal Articles and Book Chapters:

1969

1970
1972

1974

1975

1976

1977

1978

1979

1980
1980
1980

1981

1985
1985

1986

On anthropological research in complex societies. Current
Anthropology 10: 231.

Factions. Man 5: 520.

Windigo psychosis. American Anthropologist 74: 244-246.

White encroachment of Micmac reserve lands in Nova Scotia,
1830-1867. Man in the Northeast 8: 57-64.

The windigo down-east, or, the taming of the windigo.
Ottawa: National Museum of Man -- Ethnology Division,
Mercury Series 28: 110-132.

A note on Wabanaki kinship. Man in the Northeast 10: 78-80.

The case for Micmac demes. Actes du huitieme congres des
Algonquinistes; Ottawa: Carleton University Press, pp.
107-114.

The Micmac Indians: the earliest migrants. In, Banked Fires
-— Ethnics of Nova Scotia edited by Douglas Campbell. Port
Credit, Ont.: Scribblers’ Press, pp. 15-42.

Culture and ethnicity at the Canadian Centre for Folk
Culture Studies. American Anthropologist 81: 331-334.

Mi’kmag. Your World 2: 3.

No longer neglected; a decade of writing concerning the
native peoples of the Maritimes. Acadiensis 10(1): 135-142.
Reply to Paul MacIntyre. American Anthropologist 82: 564.

The Micmac people, their life-cycle and material culture
(with Ruth Whitehead). Mi’kmag Teacher’s Manual. Halifax:
Nova Scotia Department of Education and CBC; pp.21-32.

Micmac. New Canadian Encyclopedia. Edmonton: Hurtig:; p.1129.
Playing at knowing; patol and Pueblo world view. In,
Contributions to Archaeology and Ethnology of Greater
Meso-America edited by William Folon. Carbondale, Ill.:
Southern Illinois University Press; pp. 261-292.

Words are not enough. Teaching Maritime Studies edited by P.
A. Buckner. Fredericton: Acadiensis Press; pp. 51-54.
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1987

1987

1987

1989

The use of furbearers by Native North Americans after 1500.
In, Wild Furbearer Management and Conservation in North
America edited by M. Novak et als. Toronto: Ontario Ministry
of Natural Resources; pp. 13-20.

Stewardship of the earth and the Gitksan-Wet’suet’an law
suit. Between the Issues 5(6): 1.

A sense of place. In, The Maritimes: tradition, challenge,
and change edited by C. MacGregor, G. Peabody, and R.
Thorne. Halifax: Maritext Ltd.

Four centuries of borderland interaction: it depends upon
who draws the line and when. In, The Northeast Borderlands:
Four Centuries of Interaction edited by S. Hornsby, V.
Konrad, and J. Herlan. Fredericton: Canadian-American
Center, University of Maine and Acadiensis Press; pp.
140-148.

Papers Read:

1970

1971

1974

1976

1977

1977

1977

1978

1978

1979

Factionalism: structure vs organization. Tenth Annual
Meeting of the Northeastern Anthropological Association,
Ottawa.

The processes of information control and political
leadership. Sixth Annual Meeting of the Association of
Atlantic Sociologists and Anthropologists, Halifax.

The windigo down-east, or, the taming of the windigo. Second
Annual Meeting of the Canadian Ethnology Society, Winnipeg.

The case for Micmac demes. Eighth Algonquian Conference,
Montreal.

Art and science in anthropology; the meaningful distortion
of reality. Institute of Human Values, Halifax.

Poppies, politics and the process of national unity.
University of New Brunswick Anthropolegy Society,
Fredericton.

Discussant, The Micmacs of Nova Scotia and Newfoundland
Symposium. Canadian Historical Society, Fredericton.

Configurations of Micmac kin relations as revealed by myth.
Fifth Annual Meeting of the Canadian Ethnoleogy Society,
London, Ont.

Folklore and the development of folk sociology. Canadian
Studies Programme, Mount Allison University, Sackville, N.B.

Task scheduling and the reconstruction of proto-historic
Micmac social organization (with Ruth Whitehead). Eleventh
Algonquian Conference, Ottawa.
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Indian - European contacts. Chignecto Regional History
Programme, Mount Allison University, Sackville, N.B.

Changes in Micmac-White interaction patterns in the 18th
century. Eighth Annual Meeting of the Atlantic Society for
18th Century Studies, Sydney, N.S.

Archaeologlcal requ1rements for an adequate ethnology of the
Native Peoples of the Maritimes. The Future of Archaeology
in the Maritime Provinces Conference, Halifax.

The maklng of "Ml'kmaq“ (with Ruth Whltehead) Eighth Annual
Meeting of the Canadian Ethnology Society, Ottawa.

Changes in Micmac settlement patterns. Thirteenth Algonquian
Conference, Quebec.

The question of ethics in ethnic research. Society for the
Study of Ethnicity in Nova Scotia, Halifax.

Culture. Plenary Address, Maritime Studies Workshop,
Fredericton.

Performance and identity in the Maritimes. Ninth Biennial
Conference of the Canadian Ethnic Studies Association,
Halifax.

Four centuries of borderland interaction; it depends upon
who draws the line . . . and when. Symposium Address to
commemorate the Twentieth Anniversary of the
Canadian-American Center, Orono, Maine.

Fringe dwellers in two hemispheres: games of chance and
making a living in two worlds. Australian Institute of
Aboriginal Studies, Canberra, Australia.

Poker, waltes, and continuity in Wabanaki world view. The
Australian Museum Society, Sydney, N.S.W., Australia.
Poker, waltes, and continuity in Wabanaki world view.
Algonquian Conference, St. John’s, Nfld.

Media Presentations:

1976

1977

1981

1981

1982

Review of Helen Creighton’s A Life in Folklore. Halifax
CBC-Radio.

Interview concerning the New Hebrides artifact collection of
the Nova Scotia Museum. Halifax CJCJ-Television.

Interview with Christopher Moore concerning early contact
between Micmacs and Europeans for three-hour Ideas
programme. Toronto CBC-Radio.

Interview with William March, "Slowboat to Shelburne more
than 2,000 years ago? Halifax, Chronicle-Herald 29 June.

Interview concerning Micmac games. Halifax CBC-Radio.




HMCGEE-CV [February 12, 1990] page S

1985 Interview concerning Micmac history for a six part
television series titled Indiens de la Mer. St..Olmer,
Quebec Radio-Quebec.

Book Reviews:

1974 Alliance in Eskimo Society by Lee Guemple. Canadian Review
of Sociology and Anthropology 11: 266-267.

1976 Hunters in the barrens by Georg Hendriksen. American
Anthropologist 78: 157.

1976 The people’s land by Hugh Brody. Atlantic Provinces Book
Review (March) p. 4.

1976 Canada’s Indians; contemporary conflicts by J. S. Frideres.
Canadian Review of Socioloqgy and Anthropology 12: 116-119.

1977 Friend and foe; aspects of French-Amerindian cultural
contact in the 16th and 17th centuries by C. J. Jaenen.
American Anthropologist 79: 740.

1979 Children of Aataentsic: a history of the Huron people to
1660 (2 vols) by Bruce Trigger. American Indian Culture and
Research Journal 3: 88-90.

1980 Elitekey: I fashion things by Ruth Holmes Whitehead. Gazette
(summer/fall) pp. 65-69.

1981 Micmacs and colonists by L. F. S. Upton. Canadian Ethnic
Studies 13: 151-152.

1983 Changing economic roles for Micmac men and women; an
ethnohistorical analysis by Elice Gonzalez. American Indian
Culture and Research Journal 7: 100-101.

1984 Socioeconomic characteristics of the Micmac in Nova Scotia
by Fred Wein. The Atlantic Provinces Book Review 11(1): 12.

1984 Micmac quillwork by Ruth Holmes Whitehead. Canadian Ethnic
Studies 16: 163-164.

1984 Home and native land: aboriginal rights in Canada by Michael
Asch and Native people in Canada: contemporary conflicts
(2nd ed.) by James S. Frideres. International Journal of
Comparative Sociology 25: 286-288.

1984 Political anthropology; an introduction by Ted C. Lewellen.
Canadian Review of Sociology and Anthropology 21: 244.

1986 Voices: a quide to oral history by Derek Reimer. MUSE 4(1):
53-54.

1986 A narrow vision: Duncan Campbell Scott and the
Administration of Indian Affairs in Canada by E. Brian
Titley. American Indian Culture and Research Journal 10(3):
103-106.
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Rebuilding the economic base of Indian communities: the
MicMac in Nova Scotia by Fred Wein. Atlantic Provinces Book
Review 14(1): 3.
Indian education in Canada (vol. 2); the challenge edited by
J. Barman, Y. Hebert, and D. McCaskill. Atlantic Provinces
Book Review 14(3): 10.

The quest for justice: aboriginal peoples and aboriginal
rights edited by M. Boldt and J. A. Long. Canadian Review of
Sociology and Anthropoloqgy 24: 456-457.

Let the past go: a life history narrated by Alice Jacob by
Sarah Preston. Anthropologica 30.

Atlas of the North American Indian by Carl Waldman (maps and
illustrations by Molly Braun). Canadian Review of Sociology
and Anthropology [in press].

Other Scholarly Activity:

1967

1874

1974

1975

1975

1976

1977

1977

1977

1978

The development of cooperative groups in rural England and
Japan. MA thesis, Florida State University, Tallahassee.

Ethnic boundaries and strategies of ethnic interaction: a
history of Micmac-White relations in Nova Scotia. Ph.D.
dissertation, Southern Illinois University, Carbondale.
Filmscript for "The story of Asdiwal". Manuscript.

Ethnographic bibliography of Northeastern North America. In,
Three Atlantic Bibliographies compiled by H. McGee, S.
Davis, and M. Taft. Halifax: Occasional Papers in
Anthropology No. 1, Saint Mary’s University Department of
Anthropology.

Comment on, Social borders; definitions and diversity, by
Jennie-Keith Ross. Current Anthropology 16: 67-68.

Comment on, The cult of the serpent in the Americas, by
Balaji Mundkur. Current Anthropology 17: 444-445.

Comment on, Anthropology in the American South, by Carole E.
Hill. Current Anthropology 18: 318-319.

Brief to the National Museum of Man (Ottawa) concerning the
goals and priorities of the Ethnology Division; 15 pp.
Foreword to, Cognative kinship organization among the
Northeast Algonkians by Jack A. Frisch. Halifax: Occasional
Papers in Anthropology No. 2, Saint Mary’s University
Department of Anthropology.

Micmac material culture inventory; preliminary catalogue of
the artifact collections outside Canada (with Ruth
Whitehead). Manuscript, 125 pp.
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1979

1980
1980

1982

1988

Foreword to, Eastern Algonquian relationships to
"Proto-Algonguian" social organizations by James Wherry.
Halifax: Occasional Papers in Anthropology No. 5, Saint
Mary’s University Department of Anthropology.

Micmac residence patterns. Report prepared for Parks Canada,
Halifax, 18 pp., illus.

Guest curator, Ai Bilong Niugini (New Guinea artlfacts,
private collectlon) Halifax: Saint Mary’s University Art
Gallery.

Comment on, Windigo psychosis: the anatomy of an emic-etic
confusion, by Lou Morano. Current Anthropology 23: 401.

Foreword to, Micmac, Maliseet, Beothuk collections in Great
Britain by Ruth Holmes Whitehead. Halifax: Nova Scotia

Museum Curatorial Report No. 62.
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3 Jivce it is undosited matscr of foly that the mi amaries L E T T E R 2 J
et apenly emplaed all i artey and all the infince of reli- _ 2
:: i, te imucnam the jrvage againfl ur. Thence, befides a FROM ji
! umber of Lervid crueltict, the meff treachersus and baf :
: murder of captain Hzu, at a comference, by fome favages Monf. DE LA V AREN N E, 4!
they fet am, twbs perpetrated it within fight of the French TO HIS : i I =3
i .. The publifiirg, bewever, of the faregeing me- 4
3 cxdmb:w this goed (ffecd, that it will apprife the FrienNp at RoCHELLE. ...;II‘
Exelifs of 1he matier of accufation againft them, and en- i
able them ta coumter-werk thafe bely cngines of flate, and Laz::'jﬁa::rg, the 8th of May, 1756. :'.

‘bt

aniffries of ambition. It is alfs certain, that this very
memarial was drawn wup by a French prigly purcly to fur-
nifh the French minifirs a [pecious ascument 1o oppeft ta the
mayl jufl reprafentaticns of the Brizijh grvernment. Befdes
the fi3iens with wwhich it absunds, i bas taken care to Sep-
prefi the afls <f cruelty csnamitted, ond the atraciows pri-
vecations given by the favages, at the infligation of bit

fellrie-labiarers in Jeditian ard calumny.

HOUGH I had, in my laft, ex-

haufted all that was needful o fay
on our private bufinefs, I could not fee ]
this fhip preparing for France, efpecially 3
with our friend Morecu on board, with-
out giving you this further mark of how
ardently 1 wifh the continuance of our
correfpondence. It will alfo ferve to fup-
plement any former deficiencies of fatis-

.
2ftion to certain points of curiofity you '
have ftated to me ; this wiil give to my :

letter a length beyond the crdinary limits
of onc: and I have before-hand to ex- s
cufe to you, the loott delulitory way in
which you will find I write, as things pre-
font themfelves to my mind, without iuch

L method

LET-
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thefe rarcly fall upon any living Creatures 3
the fheeps oxen, and COWS are turned out

'#tn the woods of commons, without any
ear

-

St T2 W

Uy By :'l“(l'l.& at

Gon of propertys or of meam OF tuom
They will fooner part with al} they have,
in the hape of 2 gift, than with ¥any
thing in that of payment Honors and
goods being all in common among(t them,
4\l the AumMErous vices, which as¢ (ounded
upon thofe two motives, € pot to be
found in them- Vet itis true, that they
have chicfs @ whom they g\¥e the title of
% Sagamo i but all of them almoft, at fome
time ©f other, affume 10 themfelves this

\white fur. There arc 2 great many bea-
vers, clks, canbouX, (moof-:-dt:r) and
other bealts of the cold northern coun=
rics.
The orig'\ml inhabitants of this country
are the {avages who may bs divided into
three nations, the Mickmakis, the Mari-
cheets, ot .A‘bcnaqm':, (being fearcely dif-
. e ferent nations) and the Cunibats.

L. The Mickmakis 3¢ the moft numErous,
but nat ac_countcd fo good warriors as the
others : but they arc 2l much addi¢ed
to hunting, and to venery i 18 which laft
however, they obferve
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arcat privacy- They
are fond of firong liquors, and :i'pcci:.lly
of brandy: that is thers gr:utcﬂ: vice. emulation (tand them, in fome furt wr
They arc alfo very uncurious of paying ftead of Jifcipliae.
S the debts they contrad', not from natural
d':ﬂ'som:ﬂ}'. but from their having no no- M They
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[ 2]

They are extreamly vindictive, of which
1 thall give you one example.  Monf.
Duunay, a French captain, with a fer-
vant, being overfet in a canoe, within
Gight of fome favages, they threw them-
(clves into the water to fave them, and
the fervant was actually faved. But the
favage, who had pitched upon Monl.
Daunay, fecing who it was, and remem-
bering fome blows with a cane he had =
few days before received from him, took
care to foule him fo often in the wa-
ter, that he drowned him before he got
athore.

It is remarked, that in proportion as the
) Europeans have fettled in this country, the
= | number of ths favages confiderably dimi-
' fhes. As they live chiefly upon their
hunting, the wouwls that are deftroyed to
cultivate the country, muit in courfe con-
tract the diftrict of their chace, and caufe
a famine amenaft them, that muft be fa-
tal to thain, or compel thiem to retire to
other countiics.  The Englith, fenfible of
this erfect, and who feemed to place their

policy

e

rrs) T

o~

e SO . .

[83]
policy in exterminating thefe favage na-
tions, have fet fire to the woods, and burnt
a confiderable extent of them. 1hav.
myfelf croffed above thirty leagues toge-
ther, in which fpace the forefts were fo
totally confumed by fire, that one could
hardly at night find a {pot wooded enough
to afford wherewithal to make an extem-
pore cabbin, which, in this country, 1§
commonly made in the following man-
ner: Towards night the travellers com-
monly pitch upon a fpot a3 near a rivulet
or river as they can; and as no one forgets
to cary his hatchet with him, any more
than a Spanith don his toledo, fome cut
down wood for firing for the night; others
branches of trces, which are ftuck in the
ground with the crorch uppermoft, over
whichathatching is 1 xid of fir-boughs,with
a fence of the fame on the weather-fide
only. The reit is zll open, and ferves
for docr and window. A great fire is then
lighted, and then every body's lodged.
They fup on the ground, or upon fome
leaved branches, when the (eafon admirts
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of it; and afterwards the table ferves for
a bed. 'The favages themfelves rarcly
have any fixed hur, or village, that may be
called a permanent refidence. If there
are any parts they moft frequently inha-
bit, it is only thofe which abound moft in
game, or near fome fithing-place. Such
were formerly for them, before the En-
gliflh had driven them away, Artigonefch,
Beaubaffin, Clipoodr, Chipnakady, 1 vodayck,
Mirtigueeft, La Hewe Cape Sable, Mira-
meeky, Fifligeifck, Lo Baye des Chaleurs
Pentogony, Mcdecbtck, Hekipack,and Kobi-
Aoki,

At prefent thefe favage nations bear an
inveterate antipathy to the Englifh, who
might have cafily prevented or cured it, if
inflead of rigacous meafures, they hadatfirft
nitd condiliative ones: but this it fecins
they thcught beneath them. This it is,
that has given onr miffionarics fuch a fair
ficld for leeping them fixed to the French
party, by the aliftance of rthe difference
of religion, of which they do not fail to
make the mott. But lett you may ima-

rine

(8]

gine I am giving you only my own con-

jectures, take the following extra& from

a letter of father Noel de Joinville, of 2
pretty antient date.

« | have remarked in this country fo
« great an averfion in the convert-favages
« to the Englith, caufed by difference of
« religion, that thefe fcarce dare inhabit
« any part of Acadia but what is under
their own guns. Thefe favages are fo
« zealous for the Roman Catholick
« church, that they always look with
« horror upon, and confider as enemies
« thofe who arc not within the pale of it
« This may ferve to prove, that if there
* had been prigfls provided in time, to
« work at the converfion of the favages
« of New-England, before the Englith
had penctrated into the interior of the
county as far as they have done, it
would not have been poffible for them
to appropriate to themfelves fuch an
extent of country as, at this day,
makes of New-England alone the moft

“«
mag-

,.:Fr.‘.'. "
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3 i
1 ! <« magnificent colony on the face of the have little o o attachment ¢o it, but s
3 @ Gath” . they find their advantage in the benefits of P
e ’ prefents and protection, it procures to them L

But with this good father's leave, he at-
tributes more influence to religion, though
3 as the priclts manage it, it certainly hasa
very confiderable onc, than in fact belongs

¢
i

from the French government. In fhort,
it is chiefly to the conduét of the Englifh
themfelves, we are beholden for this fa-
vorable aid of the favages. If the Eng-

' R

o

D L. 0 A
: :
“

3 toit. Were it not for other concurring ; X ) A
circumitances that indifpofe the favages lsﬂ_‘- at firlt, mftm‘;"f r“k‘_“g to exter- 2|
againft the Englith, religion alone would I;m::_tc I?r opprels them by dinc of power, |
not operate, at leat fo violently, that cffect. ¢ fenfc of which drove them for refuge o E‘l

into our party, had behaved with more

Every one knows, that the favages are at
bett but dightdy tinGured with it, and

e This pompous epithet mizht have yet been more
jult, if the improvement of that colony had been
enouch the care of the ftare,. to have been puthed all
e lengas of which it was fo fuepitle Few Enz-
lihmen will, provadly, oa redlexion deny, thatif but
2 third of thole fums ingulphed by the ungrateful or flip-

powers on the contintent, upon interedts cermainly
more foreign © England than thole of her own colo-
pies, or lavifhed in 2 yct more dcftrudive way, that of
corrupting i fubjedls in cledtions: if the third, T fay,

of thofe immenfe {uins, had been applicd to the benedt

of the plantations, to the fortifying, cncourzging, and

extending them, there would, by this time, have hardly

been a Frenchman's name to e heard of in Nonth=

tendernefs to them, and conciliated their
affection by humoring them properly, and
diftributing a few prefents, they might
cafily have made ufeful and valuable fub-
je@ts of them. Whereas, difgufted with
their haughtine(s, and fcared at the me-
naces and arbitrary encroachments of the
Englifh, they are now their moft virulent
and fearce reconcileable enemies. This
is even truc of more parts in America,
where, though the Englith have liberally
given prefents to ten times the value of
what our government does, they have

not however had the fame cffiet. The

N
I
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T e Db AR k.

s |
America efpecially. soeilimy !
have |

. - i MR TR S R O ;
From Yale University lerar}%gj: ah i ‘ s
New Haven, Connecticut, U.S..-\E% \

1 NoT TO EE PUBLISHED OR REFRODUCED F :
PHOTOGRAPHICALLY WITHOUT PERMISSION:
- vars NNIVERSITY LIBRARY,

19




French.

and gmcnlly
refents fo unjudicioufly, s
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point with the favagss fuch, efpecially,
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points by thefe arts. But what has, at
lealt, an equal flare in atraching the fa-
vages to our partys is the connivence, OT
rather encouragement the French go-
vernment has given 10 the natives of
France, to fall into the favage-way of
life, to fpread themfelves through the
favagc nations, where they adopt their
manners, range the woods with them,
and become as keen tunters as themfelves.
This conformity endcars our nation O
them, being much better pleafed with fee-
ing us imitate them, than ready © imitate
us, though fome of them begin t© fall
into our notions, 3s to trafiicking and bar-
tering, and knowing the ufe of moncy,
of which they were before totally igno-
ant. We employ belid ;s a much more
effetual method of uniting them 10 Us,
and that is, by the intermarriages of our
pcoplc with the {avage-women which is
a circumftance that draws the ties of alli-
ance clofer.  The children produced by
thele arc generally hardy, inured the
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[90]
fatigues of the chace and war, and turn
out very ferviccable fubjels in their way,
But what is moft amazing is, that

though the favage-life has all the appear-

ance of being far from eligible, confider-
ing the fatigues, the expolure to all wea-
thers, the dearth of thofe articles which
cuftom has made a kind of neceffarics of
life to Europeans, and many other incon-
veniencies to be met with in their vaga-
bond courfe ; yct it has fuch charms for
fome of our native French, and even for
fome of them who have been dclicately
bred, that, when once they have betaken
themfelves to it young, there is hardly any
reclaiming them from it, or inducing them
to return to a more civilized life. They
prefer roving in the woods, trufting to the
chapter of accidents for their game which
is their chief fupport, and lying all night
in a little temporary hut, patched up of a
tew brarches; to all the commolioufhes
they might find in tcwns, or habirations,
amongft their ovou countrymen. By de-

grees

T T O i ;

[91]

grees they lofe all relith for the European
luxuries of life, and would not exchange
for them the enjoyments of that liberty,
and faculty of wandering about, for which,
in the forefts, they contra an invincible
tafte. A gun with powder and ball, of
which they purchafe a continuation of
fupnlies with the fkins of the beafts they
kill, fer then vp.  With thefe they mix
amongft the favages, where they get as
mauy womzn as they pleafe: fome of them
are far from unhandiome, and fall into their
way of life, with as much paffion and at-
tachment, a; it they had never known any
other.

Mon{. Delirme, wwhom you poffibly may
havefcen in Rocheile, where he had a fmall
employ in the marme-department, brought
over his fon here, a very hopeful youth,
who had even fome tinure of polite cdu-
cation, and was not above thirteen years old,
and partly from indulgence, party from
a view of making him uicful to the go-
vernment, by his learning, at that age,
perfectly the favage language, he fuffered
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S e AL
1

"3

PR LIPARTI VL U S T 3 oot A

PSS

NOT TO BE PUBLISHED OR REPRODUCED -
PUOTONRAPHICALLY WITHOUT PERMISSION:

From Yale University Library#= =" w00
1 New Haven, Connecticut, US.ALE.

——— e

.&ln!"'v;- “: g

=

—roep——oan

e —
5];‘% )
e (bl Wt b )

'.I&I -

T
T )

(Fid L
A IR PR
4% ;] &

&
s

o

T

.. o

Xv
o




him to go amongft the favages. The
young Delorme would, indeed, fometimes
return home juft on a vifit to his fa-
mily ; but always exprefled fuch an im-
patience, or rather pining to get back
again to them, that, though réluctanty,
the father was obliged to yield toit. No
reprefentations ia thort, after fome years,
could ever prevail on him to renounce his
cenntexions, and refidence amongft the
Abenaguis, where he is almoft adored.
Iic has learned to excel them all, even in
their own points of competition. He out-
does them all in their feats of activity, in
running, leaping, climbing mountains,
fwvimming, {licoting with the bow and
arrow, managing of cances, fnaring and
killing birds and beatls, in patience of
fatigue, and cven of hunger; in fhorr,
in ail they mott value themfelves upon, or
to which they athx the idca of perfonal
merit, the only merit that commands con-
fiferation among® them.  They are not
yet polifhed ¢nousli to admire any other.
By this i Ju\\u.,, he perfectly

pa g
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reigns amongft them, with a power the
greater, for the fubmiffion to it not only
being voluntary, but the effect of his ac-
knowledged fuperiority, in thofe points
that withthem alone conftitute it. His per-
fonal advantages likewife may not a little
contribute thereto, being perfectly well-
made, finely featured, with a great deal
of natural wit, zs well as courage. He
drefles, whilft with the favages, exacly in
their manner, ties his hair up like them,
wears a tomby-awk, or hatchet, travels
with raciets, (or Indian fhoes) and, in
fhort, reprefents to the life the character of
a compleat favage-warrior. When he
comes to Ruebec, or Liuifbourg, he re-
fumes his European drefs, without the
leaft mark appearing in his behaviour, of
that wildnefs or rudenefs one would na-
turally fuppofe himn to have «ontracted by
fo long a habit of them with the fa-
vages. Nobody fpeaks purcr French, . or
acquits himfelf better in converfation.
He takes up or lays cown the favage cha-
racter with cqual grace and eafe. His
friends
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friends have, at length, given over tcazing
hitn to come and cefide for good amongt
them they find itis to {0 little purpofe.
The pricfts indeed complain bitterly, that
he is not overloided with religion, from
his entering thoroughly into the fpirit
of the favage-lifes and his fetting an €X=
ample, by 10 means edifying, of 2 licen=
dous commerce with their women ; be-
fides, his giving no figns of his over-re{-
Pcﬁing cither their dotrine or fpir'mnl
authority. ~T'his they pretend hurts them
with their aCtual converts, 35 well as with
thofe they labor to make; though, in this
condu, he is not fingular, for the Freach
wood- rangers, in gcncr:l, follow the like
couric in 2 greater of \effer degree. Thefe
rcprci‘cnmions of the pricils would,
however, have greater influence with our
goﬂcrnmcnt, if the tcmpor:ﬂ advantage
they derive from thefe rovers, undifci-
plim:d as they are, did not oblize them to
wink at their relaxation in fpirituuli.
! But it isnot only men that have taken
this pafﬁon for a favage lifes there have

been,
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teen, though much caer, examples of our
women going into it. It is not many
years fince a vety pretty French girl mn
away into the woods with 2 handfome
young favage, who marricd her after his
country fafhion. Her friends found out
the village, of rather ambulatory tribe into
which the had 2ot5 but no pcrfuaﬁons,or
inftances, could prevail on her to return
and leave her {avage, mor o him to con-
{ent to it ; {o that the gov-:mmcnt not
caring to employ force, for fear of dif-
obliging the nation of them, even acqui-
cfced in her continuance amongft them,
where fhe remains to this day, but worfhip-
ped like a little divinity, of, 3t leaft, as a2
being fuperior O the reft of their women-
Poffibly too {he is not, in f2&, fo unhap-
pYs 28 her choice would make on¢ think
(he muft be; and if opinion conftitutes
hnppincfs, (he certainly 15 not fo.

There arc not wanting here, who de-
fend this {trange attachment of fome of
their countrymen 1o this {avage life, on

principles indcpendent of the reafon of
" ftate,
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,':; [ .96 ] ) with the free ran;cgaixd]fcopc of the hills
A ftate, ﬁ::r encouraging its fubjects to fpread and vales, with the ftarry {ky for their ca- r’?
*:Ei ‘f‘d g“:n fooung amongft .thc favage na- nopy : they fay, we enjoy the Univerfe 1 ‘:
9 tions, by reforting to thcxr.countr}‘-, of oaly in miniature, whillt the favage- dEN 3
& which they, at the fame time, gun a rovers enjoy it in the great.  Thus reafon ; ) ‘;
q knc{w!rfdgt ufeful o future enterprizes, by fome of our admirers here of the favage- 4 b x
_ 3"‘:’““'“8‘:9“{0’““‘}' to their actions, and {yftem of lifc, and ye: I do not find that 3 &3 32
ko - by intermarriages with them. They pre- 9 thefe refining advocates for it, are them- ' ;r \T
tcf'ld. tha:: even this favage life itfelf is not | felves tempted to embrace it.  They are : _El L
2 mth?u:' its peculiar {weets and pleafures ; content to commend what themielves do 3= ¥
3 that it is the moft adapted, and the moft not care to pra@ife. Thofe who actually %
natural to man. Liberty, they fay, is no do embrace it, reafon very litde about it, y E e
where oty pcrfc&ly cojoyed, than where though no doubt, the motives above af- BL . ik
no f{ubordination is known, but what is figned for their preference, are gene- d FE?‘:: 3
recommended by natural reafon, the ve- rally, onc may fay inftin@ively, at the E‘Z: !r"!"

neration of old age, or the refpeét of per-
fonal merit. t

The chace is- at once their chief em- ufed to it but they are foon weaned from L |‘
pl.oy'mcnt and diverfion ; it furnifies them it by the example of others, and content ! ]
with n:n:zns to procure thofe articles, which themfclves with the fubftitution of rum, " — . S
enter into the fmall number of natural or brandy, of which they obuin fupplies ﬁ?j..‘-..q |2
wfnts. The demands o_f luxury, they by thair 'i::rt:rofskins and furs. In fhor, 12 5
think too dearly bought with "the lofs of 3 3

bottom of it. Their greateft want is of
wine, elpecially at firft to thofe who are

their hunting precures them all that they

-

that liberty and indcpcndfmcc they find in want or Jufire, and their liberty or inde- é |
the woods, They defpife the magnifi- pendence tupelies to them the place of 5 &
cence of courts and palaces, in comparifon thofe 13 -
o . " with | E :ﬂ
. . . . . ,;‘.z'l'_‘ﬂ AR e AT RTINS S AT . ' AR T e |
From Yale University- Libra SR W W o S
4 New Haven, Connecticur, US.AF=" - :
.o I;\rj'l;-- e ) N

v

NOT TO EE FUBLISHED OR FEFRODUCED =~
PHOTOGRAPHICALLY WITHOUT PERMISSION:- ! |
OF THE YALE UNIVERSITY LIERARY, i ' !

_ skt
1 ooy mgvEN, COMMECTIZUT,




N ] Ui s awd g

A¥ eme o e ake e

[ [ 981
i thofe luxuries of life, that are not well to be
! had without the facrifice in fome fort of
.
It is more difficult to find an cxcufe for
the fhocking cruelties and barbarities, ex-
ercifed by the favages on their unhappy
1 captives in war. The inftances, however,

1. of their inhumanity, are certainly not ex-
4 agerated, nor poffible to be exagerated,
: but they are multiplied beyond the limits
4 of truth. That they put then their pri-
1 foners to dcath by exquifite tortures, is
3. ftri@tly true ; but it is as truc too, that
_ ; they do not {erve fo many in that manner
:1 as has been faid. Numbers they fave,
-4 and even incorporate with their own na-
3 tion, who become as free as, and on a foot-
¥ ing with, the canquerors themfclves. And
;;‘ even in that cruclty of theirs, there is at

the bot:om a mixture of picty with their
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is in that apprehenfion too, they extend

their barbarity to young children, and to

women : to the firft, becaufe they fear
they may grow up to an age, when they
will be fure to purfue that revenge of
which the fpirit is carly inftilled into
them ; to the fecond, left they thould
produce children, to whom they would,
from the fame {pirit, be fure to inculcate
it. Thus, in a round natural enough,
their fear begets their cruelty, and their
cruelty their fear, and fo on, ad infimitum.
They confider too thefe tortures 2s mat-
ter of glory to them in the conftancy with
which they are taught to fuffer them ;
they familiarize to themfelves the idea of
them, in a manner that rcdoubles their
natural courage and ferocity, and efpe-
cially infpires them to fight defperately in
battle, fo as to prefer death to a captivity,

From Yale University Library=+"
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vindi@ivenefs. They imaginc themfelves cf which the confequences are, and may
- bound o revenze the deaths of their an- be, fo much more cruel tothem. Another
, ceftors, theic parents, or relations, fallen reafon is alfo zffignable for their carrying
in war, upon their cazmies, efpecally of things to thefe extremities : War is confi-
that nation by whom th.y have failen. It dered by thefe people as fomething very fa-
is 02 cred,
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[ 100]

cred, and not lightly to be undertaken; but
when once o, to be pufhed with the ut-
moft rigor by way of terror, joining its aid
towards the putting the fpeedictt end to it.
The favage nations imagine fuch examples
peceffary for deterring one another from
coming to rupturcs, or invading one ano-
ther upon flight motives, cfpecially as their

[ 101]

moft excruciating tortures they can devife,
is rather a point of revenge, than of rclith
for fuch a banquet. :
That midit all their {avagenefs they
have, however, fomne glimmering percep-
tion cf the Jrws of nations, is evident from
the ufe to which thzy put the calumet, the
rights of which are kept inviolate, thro’

cipecially the whole northern continent

fortified, that they might eafily be fur- ) of Amcrica. It anfwers neareit the idea

habitations or villages ufed to be fo flightly

: . prifed. They have lately indecd learned of the olive-branch amongft the ::E:icna;
1 to make ftronger inclofures, or pallifadoes, As 1o your queftion, Sir, abgut the Eng-
: T but fill not fufficient entirely to invalidate liih Leing in the right or wrong, in their o
4 this argument fer their guarding againt treatment of the Acadians, or defcendanty
A&, fudden hoftilitics, by the idea of the moft of the Europeans firft fettled in Acadia,
¥ ' cruel revenge they annex to the commif- and in their {cheme of difperfing them, R
4 fion of them. Itis not then, till after the — the poirt is fo nice, that Town I dare not 15
E { matureft deliberation, and the deepeft de- | pronouncs cither way : but T will candidly Ll :
3 : bates, that they commonly come to a re- ftate to you certain facts and circumftances, £ __J
> folution of taking up the Latchet, as they which may enable yourfelf to form a to- [
tie call declaring of war; after which, there lerably clear idez thereon. r—"‘ o
are no excefles to which their rage and fe- f But previoully I thall give you 2 fuc- i{b
rocity do not incite’ them.” " Even their / cin@ defeription of thefc people : They 2z
feafting upon the dead bedies of their cne- were 2 mixed breed, thatis to fay, mofl ﬁ
1 mics, after putting them to death with the of them proceeded from tharriages, ef '1:“
{ moft e 2
x .
4. _ !
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THE CUSTOMS OF THE GASPESIANS 243

together. Consequently they cannot understand how one
can submit to the indissolubility of macriage. “ Dost thou
not see,” they will say to you, “that thou hast no sense ?
My wife does not get on with me, and I 'do not get on with
her. She will agree well with such a one, who does not
agree with his own wife. Why dost thou wish that we [398]
four be unhappy for the rest of our days ?” In a word, they

)

)

hold it as a maxim that each one is free : that one can do °

whatever he wishes : and that it is not sensible to put con-
straint upon men. It is necessary, say they, to live without
annoyance and disquiet, to be content with that which one
has, and to endure with constancy the misfortunes of nature,
‘because the sun, or he who has made and governs all, orders
it thus. If some one among them laments, grieves, or is
angry, this is the only reasoning with which they console
him. “Tell me, my brother, wilt thou always weep ?
Wilt thou always be angry? Wilt thou come nevermore
to the dances and the feasts of the Gaspesians ?© Wilt thou
die, indeed, in weeping and [399] in the anger in which thou
art at present ¢’ If he who laments and grieves answers him
no, and says that after some days he will recover his good
humour and his usual amiability,—*“ Well, my brother,” will
be said to him, “thou hast no sense; since thou hast no
intention to weep nor to be angry always, why dost thou
not commence immediately to banish all bitterness from thy
heart, and rejoice thyself with thy fellow-countrymen ?”
This is enough to restore his usual repose and tranquillity
to the most afflicted of our Gaspesians. In a word, they rely
upon liking nothing, and upon not becoming attached to the
goods of the earth, in order not to be grieved or sad when
they lose them. They are, [400] as a rule, always joyous,
without being uneasy as to who will pay their debts.

They have the fortitude and the resolution to bear bravely
the misfortunes which are usual and common to all men.
This greatness of spirit shows grandly in the fatigues of war,
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hunting, and the fishery, in which they endure th~ roughest
labours with an admirable constancy. They have patience
enough in their sicknesses to put Christians to confusion. In
case there is shouting, blustering, singing, and dancing in the
wigwam, it is very rarely that the sick one complains. He
1s content with that which he is given, and takes without
repugnance whatever is presented to him, for the purpose of
[401] restoring him to his original health. Also they endure
with patience the severest punishments when they are con-

vinced that they have deserved them, and that one has reason”

to be angry against them. They even make considerable
presents to those who punish them severely for their mis-
behaviour, in order, say they, to remove from the hearts of
the former all the bitterness caused by the crime of which
they are guilty. They always allege, as their usual excuse,
that they had no sense when they had committed such and
such actions. When they are convinced at length of their
fault, one may threaten to break their bones with blows of
clubs, to pierce their bodies with swords, or to break their
heads with guns, and they present themselves to [402] submit
to these punishments. ¢ Strike me,"” say they, “and kill me
if thou wilt ; thou art right to be angry, and as for me I am
wrong to have offended thee.”” !

It is not the same, however, when they are ill-treated with-
out cause, for then everything is to be feared from them.
As they are very vindictive against strangers, they preserve
resentment for the ill-treatment in their hearts until they are
entirely avenged for the injury or for the affront which will
have been wrongly done them. They will even make them-

~ selves drunk on purpose, or they will pretend to be full with

brandy, in order to carry out their wicked plan, imagining
that they will always be amply justified in the crime which

! Compare an incidental confirmation of this spirit and speech related by
our author at page 317 of his book. The spirit is also confirmed by Diéreville
in his Relation die Voyage du Port Kayal (Amsterdam, 1710), 171.
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y have committed [403] if they but say to the elders and
ids of the nation, that they were tipsy, and that they had
reason or judgment during their drunkenness.

They do not know what it is, as a rule, to give up
enterprise which they once have formed, especially if it is
blic and known to their fellow-countrymen ; for they fear
incur the reproach that would be made to them that they
| not have heart enough to carry out the design.

They are so generous and liberal towards one another that
y seem not to have any attachment to the little they
ssess, for they deprive themselves thereof very willingly .
i in very good spirit the very moment when they knowt
it their friends have [404] need of it. It is true that this |
rerous disposition is undergoing some alteration since the
ench, through the commerce which they have with them,
e gradually accustémed them to traffic and not to give
ything for nothing ; for, prior to the time when trade came
o use among these people, it was as in the Golden Age,
d cverythmg was common property among them.

Hospitality is in such great esteem among our Gaspesians f

at “they make almost no distinction’ between the home-born - |

d the stranger. They give lodging equally to the French
d to the Indians who come from a distance, and to both .
ey distribute generously whatever they havc obtained in &
inting and in the fishery, giving themselves little concern if ’
strangers remain among [405] them weeks, months, and ¢
en entire years. They are always good-natured to their
ests, whom, for the time, they consider as belonging to the
gwam, especially if they understand even a httlc‘ of the
aspesian tongue.  You will see them supporting their
latives, the children of their friends, the widows, orphans,
d old people, without ever exprcssmg any rcproach for the
pport or the other aid which they give them. It is surely
cessary to admit that this is a true indication of a good
-art and a generous soul. Consequently it is truth to say
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that the injury most felt among them is the reproach that an
Indian is Medousaotnek,! that is to say, that he [4086] 1s
stingy. This is why, when one refuses them anything, they
say scornfully : “Thou art a mean one,” or else, “Thou
likest that ; like it then as much as thou wishest, but thou
wilt always be stingy and a man without heart.”
—- They are nevertheless ungrateful towards the French,
and they do not, as a rule, give anything for nothing.
. Their ingratitude reaches even to a point that, after having
' been supported and provided with the necessaries of life
! in their needs and their necessities, they will demand of
| you a compensation for the least service they will render
~ you.? ;

They are fond of ceremony, and are anxious to be
accorded some when they come to trade at the French establish-
ments ; [407] and it is, consequently, in order to satisfy them
that sometimes the guns, and even the cannon, are fired on
their arrival. The leader himself assembles all the canoes
near his own and ranges them in good order before landing,
in order to await the salute which is given him, and which all
the Indians return to the French by the discharge of their
guns. Sometimes the leader and chiefs are invited for a meal
in order to show to all the Indians of the nation that they

are esteemed and honoured. Rather frequently they are
even given something like a fine coat, in order to distinguish
them from the commonalty. For such things as this they
have a particular esteem, especially if the article has been in
use by the commander of the French. [408] It was, perhaps,

! This word is obviously Micmac, and is evidently identical with the word
given by Rand in his English-Micmac Dictionary (page 253) for “stingy,”
namely, Mddoojdwdc. Since, aside from the additional Z of our author’s form,
the two words differ practically only in one letter, I infer that the 5 of Father
le Clercq's form is a misprint for . ;

* An example of a closely related trait, the demanding of a great reward
as a condition of helping the French in distress, is given by our author from
his personal experience at page 230 of his book.
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r this reason that a good old man who loved me tenderly
as never willing to appear in any ceremony, whether public
private, except with a cap, a pair of embroidered gloves,
d a rosary which I had given him. He held my present
so much esteem that he believed himself something more
and than he was, although he was then all that he could be
ong his people, of which he was still the head man and the
ief at the age of more than a hundred and fifteen years.!
his good man gloried in the fact, and boasted everywhere, that
was my brother, and said that we were so closely bound
gether in friendship that his heart and mine were one and
e same thing. The affair went even to this extent [409]
at he wished to accompany me everywhere I went, perhaps
much' to profit by whatever was given me among the French b :
to gratify his friendship. e 14
The Gaspesians, however, are so sensitive to affronts which
e offered them that they sometimes abandon themselves
despair, and even make attempts upon their lives, in the
lief that the insult which has been done them tarnishes the
nour and the reputation which they have acquired, whether
war or in hunting.
Such were the feelings of a young Indian who, on account
having received by inadvertence a blow from a broom, given
a servant who was sweeping the house, imagined that he
ight not to survive this imaginary insult [410] which waxed
eater in his imagination in proportion as he reflected upon
“ What,” said he to himself, “to have been turned out
a manner so shameful, and in presence of so great a
imber of Indians, my fellow-countrymen, and after that to
pear again before their eyes # Ah, I prefer to die! What
all T look like,in the future, when I find myself in the
blic assemblies of my nation ? And what esteem will there
for my courage and my valour when there is a question of

sL

1

! On the probable exaggeration of their age by the Indians, consult an
lier note under page 230 of this volume.
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going to war, after having been beaten and chased in con-
fusion by a maid-servant from the establishment of the captain
of the French. It were much better, once more, that I die.”
In fact he entered into the woods singing certain mournful
songs [411] which expressed the bitterness of his heart. He
took and tied to a tree the strap which served him as girdle,
; and began to hang and to strangle himself in earnest. He
_i soon lost consciousness, and he would even infallibly have
¢ | lost his life if his own sister had not happened to come by
| chance, but by special good fortune, to the very place where

er miserable brother was hanging. She cut the strap
grompdy, and after having lamented as dead this man in whom
she could not see any sign of life, she came to announce this
sad news to the Indians who were with Monsieur Denys.!
They went into the woods and brought to the habitation this
unhappy Gaspesian, who was still breathing [412] though but
little. I forced open his teeth, and, having made him swallow
some spoonfuls of brandy, he came to himself, and a little
later he recovered his original health.

His brother had formerly hung and strangled himself
completely, in the Bay of Gaspé, because he was refused by
a girl whom he loved tenderly, and whom he sought in
marriage. For, in fact, although our Gaspesians, as we have
sad, live joyously and contentedly, and although they
sedulously put off, so far as they can, everything which can
trouble them, nevertheless some among them fall occasionally
into 2 melancholy so black and so profound that they become
immersed wholly in a cruel despair, and even make attempts
[413] upon their own lives.

The women and the girls are no more exempt than the
men from this frenzy, and, abandoning themselves wholly to

! This incident evidently occurred at Petite Rivitre (Barachois), since the
Monsieur Denys of our author was Pierre Denys, Sieur de la Ronde, whose
habitation was at that place, not Richard Denys of Miramichi, who is always
called in this book by his title of Fronsac.
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grief and sadness caused either by some displeasure they may
have received, or by the recollection of the death of their
elatives and friends, they hang and strangle themselves, as
formerly did the wives and daughters of the Milesians, whom
only the apprehension of being exposed wholly nude in the
public places, according to the law that was made expressly for
his purpose, kept from committing like cruelties. Nothing,
however, has been effective up to the present in checking the
mania of our Gaspesian women, of whom a number would
miserably end their lives, if, at the time when [414] their
nelancholy and despair becomes known through the sad and
loomy songs which they sing, and which they make resound
hrough the woods in a wholly dolorous manner, some one
id not follow them everywhere in order to prevent and to
inticipate the sad effects of their rage and their fury. It is,
1owever, surprising to see that this melancholy and despair
become dissipated almost in 2 moment, and that these people,
owever afflicted they seem, instantly check their tears, stop
heir sighs, and recover their usual tranquillity, protesting to
1l those who accompany them, that they have no more bitter-
1ess in their hearts. “ Ndegouche,” say they, “apche mou,
2dadaseou, apche mou ofiahga- [415] hi, apche mou kedoukichtone-
bilchi.”?  “There is my melancholy gone by ; I assure thee

! The Micmac roots and modern equivalent of this sentence are fairly
lain.  The thrice repeated words afcke mou are without question apek, mean-
ng “again” or “more,” and moo, meaning “not.” Ndegouche is evidently
losely equivalent to Nigoock, meaning “now™; adadaseou evidently includes
he root ajedasoo, found in the Micmac words for “grief,” “ melancholy,” and
‘sorrow,” and perhaps is misprinted from ajadaseou; oiialigahi evidently
ncludes the root akayé in words for “lament” and “weep” (compare akakie
f page 148); kedoukichionebilchi evidently includes Aedoo, an inseparable
refix meaning “1 am about to,” and the equivalent of &Zstoonapilse, meaning
‘to choke.” The entire expression could therefore be literally expressed,
o far as its roots are concerned, “Now ! again no melancholy, again no
amenting, again no intention to hang.” But this ignores, of course, all the
articiples, &c., upon which so much of the exact shade of meaning depends.
\Il of the above roots are from Rand’s Dictionaries, where they may readily
e found under their respective headings.
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1957 Welfare Officer, Department of Indian Affairs
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As of August of last year (1988), I was hired by the Micmac Native Learning
Centre as the Director. Prior to that, I was employed as a Life Skills
Instructor for the M.N.L.C..

In 1989, as the Director of the Micmac Native Learning Centre, I initiated
contact with the Royal Bank, and together with Ms. Shirley Trottier, we
began to work on the Job Equity Legislation. Since we were already involved
in sending our students on work experience, it would only be revelant that
we work together on the placement of students on the work force. See
article in the magazine, "Interest®, a Royal Bank Publication.

In the 1970's, I was selected by the Micmac Band to be the Chairman for the
Reserve's Education Committee. In that capacity, I negotiated the First
Tripartite Agreement to have native Para-professionals hired in the school
systems. :

In 1975, I was employed as a Human Rights Officer for the Nova Scotia Human
Rights Commission investigating formal complaints on racial discrimination.
At that time, I've negotiated some settlements but expended much of my time
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major in Sociology.
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Mazarie Ann Battiste

Eskasoni School Board Eskasoni Reserve
Eskasoni, N.S. BOA 1JO Eskasoni, N.S. BOA 1JO
902-379-2017 902-379-2631

Date of Birth: Sept. 30, 1949
Languages: Mikmaq, English, French

Education
Ed. D. Curriculum and Teacher Education, specializing in
Jan Bilingual-Bicultural Education. Stanford University.
1984 Stanford, California

Dissertation Title: An Historical Investigation of the
Social and Cultural Consequences of Mikmaq Literacy.

Ed. M. Educational Administration, Harvard University.
1974 Cambridge, Mass.

B.S. University of Maine, Farmington

1971 Major: Education Minor: English

Elementary-Junior High Teaching Credential, 1971

Work Experience .
1989-  Mikmaq Cultural Coordinator and Curriculum Developer

present Eskasoni School Board, Eskasoni, N.S.

1988-89 Classroom Consultant.
Eskasoni School Board, Eskasoni, N.S.

1984-88 Education Director and Principal, Mi'kmawey School
Chapel Island Reserve, St. Peter's, Nova -Scotia

1986-87 Adjunct Visiting Professor, Native Chair,
St. Thomas University, Fredericton, N.B.

19882-84 Neighborhood Coordinator, Escondido Village, Stanford
University, Stanford, CA.




Summer

1980

1978-79

Summer
1977

1975-78

1974-75

1974

1973-74

1971-73

1970-71

Assistant Professor, University of New Brunswick,
Fredericton, New Brunswick
Course: Native Americans in Contemporary Society

Principal-in-Training, Department of Indian Affairs,
Eskasoni Federal School, Eskasoni, N.S.

Lecturer, University of New Brunswick, Fredericton.

Course: English Composition
Lecturer, Native American Studies, University of
California, Berkeley

Courses taught:
Bilingual-Bicultural Issues in Education
History of Indian Education
Innovations in Indian Education
Native Americans in Contemporary Society
Reading and Composition 1A & 1B

Senior Research Associate, American Institutes for
Research, Palo Alto, CA

Project: Research bilingual-bicultural education

involving Native American, Indo-European, and ®Asian
and Pacific language groups under Federal contract.

Head Teaching Fellow, Harvard College, Cambridge

Course: American Indians in the Anglo-American
Constitution

Planning Director, Head Start, Maine Ind1an Education
Council, Calais, Maine

Associate Instructor and Counselor, Program of Basic
Studies, Universty of Maine, Farmington, Me.

Teaching Intern, Passamaquoddy and Penobscot Indian
Elementary Schools, Pleasant Point and Old Town, Maine
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1979-

present

Summer
1988 &
1989

Oct 27,
1989

1989
July

1988-present

1986-88

1986

1987-89

1985

1984-86

1984-85

1979-81

Consulting Activities

Executive Director, Apamuwek Insititute, Eskasoni, N.S.
Contracts in education, aboriginal rights, Indian law and
the Canadian constitution, Indian publi¢ policy,
contemporary issues and problems in band
administration, Native social work, and evaluation

Coordinator and Presenter,

Mikmaq Language Teachers' Workshop, White Point, N.S

Mikmaq Language Teacher' Workshop, Charlottetown,
PE.I

Conference Presenter, Nova Scotia Social Studies Teachers'
Association, Halifax, N.S.

Participant, National Indian Education Forum Think Tank,
Morley, Alberta

Advisory Committee, Native Learning Center, Micmac
Friendship Center, Halifax, N.S.

Advisor, National Advisory Council on Native languages,
Assembly of First Nations, Ottawa

Nova Scotia Delegate to the National Forum on Post-
Secondary Education, Saskatoon, Saskatchewan.,

Advisory Committee, Micmac Professional Careers
Program, Dalhousie University, Halifax.,

Committee of Inquiry, Education Secretariate, Assembly
of First Nations, Ottawa

Board Member and Coordinator of the Micmac Bachelor of
Social Work Documentation and Review, MBSW Program,
Dalhousie University, Halifax, N.S.

Board Member, MOKAKIT Indian Education Research
Association, Vancouver, B.C.

Program Planning and Teacher Trainer, Mi'kmawey
School, Chapel Island Reserve, St. Peter's, N.S




1979 Evaluator of Title IV Indian Education Project, Boston
Indian Council, Huntington, MA

1976-78 Early Childhood Consultant, Oakland Public Schools,
Oakland, CA

1970-73 Selection Committee, Leadership Development Program,
Ford Foundation, Farmington, Maine,

Professional Asssociations
1988-present  Newsletter Editor, T.E.S.0.L. Cape Breton, Sydney, N.S.

1986-present ~ MOKAKIT Indian Education Association,
Faculty of Education, Vancouver, B.C.

1987-present  Canadian Association of Second Language Teachers
1984-present  Kappa Delta Pi, Bloomington, Indiana
1988-present Social Studies Teachers Association

Publication Presentation

Battiste, M.A., Bond, R. A., and Fagan, B.J., Bilingual-Bicultural
Education Issues Involving Native American, Indo-European, and

Asian and Pagcific Language Groups. Palo Alto, CA: American

Institutes for Research, 1975.

Battiste, Marie. "Cultural Transmission and Survival in Contemporary
Society”, Indign Historian, Fall 1977, 10(4): 2-13.

"Cognitive Assimilation and Micmac Literacy”, Promoting
Native Writing Systems in Canada, Barbara Bumnaby, ed. OISE Press,

1985.

"Cognitive Assimilation and Micmac Literacy”, Native

Edugation in Canada: The Legacy, Vol. I. Jean Barman, Yvoone

Hebert, and Don McCaskill, eds., UBC Press, 1986.




"Developing Cultural Integrity: The Mi'kmawey School
Experience.” in Native Edycation in Canada: The Challenge, Vol. II.
Jean Barman, Yvoone Hebert, and Don McCaskill, eds., UBC Press,
1987.

"Structural Unemployment: The Mikmagq Experience",
aritimes: Tradition, Challenge hange, George Peobody, Carolyn
MacGregor, & Richard Thorne, eds., Maritext Ltd, Halifax, 1987.

"Different Worlds of Work", Work, Ethnicity, and Oral
History. Proceedings from a Conference at Baddeck, 1988, Dorothy

Moore and James Morrison, eds., International Education Center, The
Printer, Halifax.

"Developing Cultural Integrity” Mokakit Indian Education
Research Journal

Marie Battiste and Jim Watson, "Conversation on Cape Breton
Minority Cultures: Fighting to Stay Alive”, New_
Maritimes, = VII(6), July/August, 1989.

In_Press:
Marie Battiste, "Mikmaq Women: The Center of Mikmaq Culture", in

Journal of Women, 1989.

P Pre e

"New Approaches in Native Education", Canadian
Education Association, Winnipeg, Sept. 16, 1986.

"The Right to Cultural Integrity”, Keynote Address,
Atlantic Native Teacher Education Conference, November 15, 1985.

"Workshop on Cooperative Evaluation of Indian Schools,
to MOKAKIT Indian Education Research Association, Nakota Lodge,
© Alberta, June 14-15, 1985. .

"Micmac Literacy in Canadian Educational Policy” to New
Brunswick Indian Education Association, May 9, 1985.

"Bilingual Education at Mi'kmawey School” to Atlantic
Native Teacher Education Conference, Eskasoni, March 14 & 15, 1985.




"Historical Investigation of Micmac Literacy” to MOKAKIT
Indian Education Research Association, London, Ontario, July 25,
1984.

“The Process of Cognitive Imperialism through Literacy"
to American Education Research Association, New Orleans, La., April
19, 1984.
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Cultural Transmission

and Survival

In Contemporary
Micmac Society e

he study of cultural transmission of a variety of

cultural systems has made important contribu-

tions to understandings of how cultural systems
survive in light of great adversity, Such ls the case
among the Natlve American tribal societies, who have
remalined a distinct racial entity as well as a distinet
political entity, desplie the hundreds of years of at-
tempted cuitural genecide. segregation. isolation,
poverty, and coercive assimilation by the federal
government and dominant society.

In the face of thelr adversity. the Nagive American
tribal societies have developed strong adaptive
strategics for dealing with their environment and their
conditions of life, in order 10 insure not onlysheimper:
conal survival but their cultural survival as well, This
has not been merely 4 natural process of acculturation
or sssimilation that occurs when two systems collide
and one astumes dominance over the other. These
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¥uiflfal adaptive strategies are {nhercntly & part of the
cultural system of the tridal peoples to meet changes
in their environment. whether there be a change of
diet due to the fickleness of nature or the change In
daily llving due to the Imposition of another cultural

system.

Some Native American societies have had a longer

ntact with the European nations and have adapted
to both Christianity and to American or Western
civilization, while remalning loyal to traditiona:
bellels. hablts. customs. language and culture. Such
Is the case among the Micmac peoples of the Maritime
Provinces of Canada. The annual St. Ann Mission is
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not only a reaffirmation of thelr rellglous bellefs; it I8
an illustration of the adaptive strategies these Mic.
macs acquired in dealing wirth non-Indian socletios.
and concrete evidence of the way In whiech Miema¢

culture is sustained and maintained.

Hisrorical Considerations

The annual assembly of Micmacs of Nova Scotia to
Chapel Island has been a custom for as long as can be
rémembered and told. Its roots, however, werg not in-
itially with Christlan ceremony: but rather this
assembly occurred each year for the purpose of frignd-
ship, and treatles for the common good. The Grand
Councll, which Is made up of the chiefs of each band.,
met annually In the summer. and their followers
joined them In assemblage to hear what had tran-
spired and dlscussed among the chiefs. Blard. in
Jesuit Relations. spoke of these counclls:

It ig pringipally In summer thal thev puy visitg and hald
their state counelis: | medn tRat several <agemores Jome
together And consult among themgelves about peace and
war. treaties of friendship and tegatios for the cumman yood.
[t is only these sagamores.who have 3 voice | the discussion
und who make the speeches, unlets there be tome old and
ronowned Aulomeins, wha ace like their priests, for they
respcet them very much and give them 2 heariag the same o3
to the sagamores... Now in these assemblles. if there iv some
news of impariance. 35 thyt their neighbors wish to muke
war upon them. or that they have killed soms one, vr that
they mugt renew the ulllance. cte., then messengurs Hly fram
afl parts 1o make up che more general assembly. that they
may avall themselves of all confederaces. which they call
Ricamanwn, who ate yenerally those of the same lanyuage. ..
In these assgmblies so gencral. they resolve upun peive.
1Puce, war ar nothing at ail..." (Biard, 1616, JR Vol. 3 p. 87

These assemblies of Micmacs have sarved an impor-
tant functlon for cultural survival and maintenance,
and despite the Christian overtones of today. the
assembly or mission has not lost its meaning or value
to Micmacs. [t is an annual ceremony which provides
many lnstrumenta! linkages sanctioned by the rribe of
how one becornes and remains a good Micmace [«
reinforces the bellefs of the people. not only t8wards
God but also towards thelr total culture. [t further
serves to renew kinship tles, alliances. intdoduces néw
allies and new people. makes truges. But most of all,
this event becomes the scene of the rransmission of,
recuitment to, and maintenance of the Mlemac per-
son: it reafflrms one's roots. conflrms an identity. and
develops 2 common mental ¢xpericnce — a king of
moral communion. R S

The feast of St. Ann occurs annually in the last
week of Julv. and culminates on Sunday with a gene
eral mass performed In open air, fallowed by a proces-
slon of all those assembled to the piace where the first

4

misslonaty priest preached. The church bell 1
and the people renew the steps taken by their 2
tors for as long as is remambered and told, The
prior to this Sunday procession. people are arri

unleading their week's suppliss into & boat 16
over 10 the island. serting up their camps. and vls
with relatives and frlands.

The island Is secluded from non-[ndlans. since
located on the reserve. thus bresking all ties
modern civilization, There is no running water
electriclty, no modern European houses. no pur
only a church, g “gleep' house. which was once
rectory for priests (now open 0 ali). and a few rouy;
constructed tar paper camps and outhouses. On
island there are no laws. regulations. policemen. C
the traditions. customs. and habits adhered 0 in
nally by all. Thus St. Ann begins.

Micmac Social Network

Micmac evolve relationships according
patrilineal descent. The father refaing prc ¢rty
gives to his son whose family he brings in. ~
daughters mave to their husbands' side and gropr
is shared In common under the husband’s b
number. A child born to a family assumes the :
number (Indlan Act) of the father: ac the age of
teen the child receives a separate number from
father, which if the child is male. he will have for i
The female retains thig separate number until
marries. when she takes her husband’s band numbe

Al the annual St. Ann's. the families set up @
“¢amps' around patrilineal lines, although there r
be some deviations to this. where the young man
girls may choose ro live near their father’s line and
move to her husband's family. Each year the can
are set up in the same location as In the prev
years. with little actual deviation of spots. M
familles live with existing familles. until their famu
siz¢ requires separate arrangements, When a fan
member dles, the descendants of the persen take o
the deceased member's [ocation. Usually in these
rangements. there wilfl be an elder woman who mi
ages the household and establishes and regularizes!
contacts made among the people in her camp. T
pattérns of regulacity provide nseded continuities
the culture.

The establishment of alliances, renewal of frie:
ships. and reaffirmation of one’s place in this cultu
soclery at St Ann’s provide a reciprocal network
specific obligatlons that insure the survival of the pe
ple. These alliances insure a wide¢ range of home bas

The lndiun Histo
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in different localés, where one can expect the generous
and open hospitality for short or' long periods of time.
depending on the closeness of the relationship, For ex-
ample. as a child [ remember that our home was a

base for many Micmacs who travelled through Maine
1o work in the potato Or blueberry flelds, or who were
Just passing through on their way to Boston, where
there is a large off reseevation Micmac community. At
certain times of the year. such as harvest time, our
home was filled constantly. A person at qur doorstep
was the beginning. !f the person was not known. he or
sho would identify himself in relationship to the
alllances his famlly had with my family, Conversations
would start what reserve the person was from. and
connections would be made as to who this person was,
Gradually a whole network of relationshlps would be
¢stablished. and there would be much talk of how
everyane was and what news there was from that area,

Meanwhiie, we prepared food. beds, and whatever
¢lse was needed for the person for his/her short or
long stay and/or journey. Whenever anyone ¢ame to
our house. there was always food to prepare and other
amenities in ordar to provide the best hospitality
‘possible. Such hogpisality would guarantee reciprocal
arrangements for my family if and when it became
necessary. Sharing of food and resources were impor-
tant to the survival of the people, and has remained an
important custom among the Mlemac, Hospitality
always ¢ngendered mutual hospliality and reciprocal
arrangements when one was in need. One's home was
open to all, and an invitation to eat was not necessary.
A person at your door was sufficient cause to feed and
provide for the guest. This open hospitallty marked
one a3 a good person. a good Micmas.

Reciprocating by being a guest was equally mpor.
tant, For example. my family traveled frequently as
well, travelling back 1o the reserve. especially during
important gvents. It is especially Important to artend
funerals of deceased friends and relatlves to ald the
spirit in its journey to the !and of the souls. After three
davs of the wake, when people stay with zhe Bmly
and the body. a funeral takes place on the fourth day.
followed by an auction of goods brought by the peos
ple. The money is used to defray the costs of the faml-
ly. At these times when we return to the reserve, the
favors of hospitality would be returned. There was
never any anxiety of where we would stay or what we
would eat. [n fact thare was more discussion pf who
we would viglt or stav with. Usually we had ¢ #tay in
several places in order to give peopl&dh opporiunity to
return favors, as well as to renew friendships. One's
visit was extremely important. The assemblage and
visiting done at St. Ann similarly enables one 1o ex.

b

tend friendship, favors. and develop alliances
one cannot travel frequently to ail households
the vear, this reunion provides the necessary a
rélnforce and maintain these Kinship relationsh

St. Ann mission further provides (or the
nuancs of cultural identity. by reinforcing ¢
portance of belng Micmac. One important wa
retain the language, Language is more than a t
communication; It is an mportant transmitting
of the culture. [t establishes a common iden
recognizable identity, that makes Micmacs du:
from all others. To them they are the “‘peopie

" non-Mlcmacs are the “others." Language is i

tant to the Micmac to identify their set. Perha
this reason It has remeained strong despite the
dreds of years (approximately $00 vears) of e
with the white man, The Micmacs continue u
distinet cultural and linguistic group. as wel
distinet political group. They maintain their d:
ness further, by limiting their contact with the
world to shopping. bingo, hospital and ¢huret
¢ven in these social situations, Micmacs ger
avoid intermingling with the non-Indians. despi
friendliness shown on both sides. The young Mi
may have several non-Indian acqualintances. ©
the most part they tend to socialize primarily win
another. Young Micmacs may marry non-Indiss
accepied practice. though this is not activel
couraged. Miemac parents still prefer their ok
to marey other Micmacs. and they ancourage t!
reinforcing intragroup relationships, The a
events at Chapel Island provide people with
alliances and relationships across reserves. whict
result in marriage between Micmac people aa
bridging of gaps in social tles. There is a |
laughter, teasing. and talk thar goes with find
partner gt St. Ann. end all unmarried person
reminded of their single or widowed status. »
does not ¢ontribute to Iarge social networks. Find
Miemac partner ig not only & consideration for th
persons involved, for any relationship developed
be observed and sanctioned by all social network
volved. Incest is one of the many taboos and the
to be bad medicine in the family. Marrigge bes
ccusing can contribute to any number of bad ever
the lamily. Because of this. and because of the ¢
ties in Kinship. it is important that one knows wik
cousin Or relative and who is a potential partner
Ann’s mission serves a3 an arena for the peop
develop Important relationships and select ap
priste partners under the watchful and scrutiui
¢ys of the tribal community.
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Indians making baskets, watercolor

by John Stanton, From the Websater Cot-
lectlon of Pi¢torial Canadiana. Courtssy

W The New Brunswick Mussum.
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Spirits, Magic, and Fairies

The humble llving acrangements on the lsiand &
St. Ann Is never begrudged. for this Is part of the reat-
firmation of one's roots. Chapel Island has been the
sacred burial ground of thousands of Micmacy, White
tombs mark some burlal spots. although most people
can identify the ground or area where their close
relatives wers burled. To the Mlemacs, this island has
many powerful spirits of their ancestors who look after
their people while they are there. Children are allowed
to play freely with their peers and siblings sround the
island, withourt elose adult supervision, [t 1t said of the
island that the spirits are so good, no one need fear
danger thers. They are quick to point out that there
has never been a drowning there desplie the many
Micmac children and adults who have fallen Into the
water as a result of fooling around or heavy drinking.
The world of spirits and supernatural magic or power
is very real to the Micmacy, Many storics have been
told of the spirits of thelr ancestors. and it Is not
unlikely that every adult hag had some cxperience
with the spirits ot.can relatg old stories once told o
them. Despite the churches' attitudes toward theése
“guperstitions."’ their bellefs persist. For example, It
Is 8aid that when one dles. there usually is g succession
of dsaths that occur, generally in threes, Their ex
pericnces reaffirm chis belief.

While their ideas of God have been greatly modified
by Christianity, their faith in fsiries and maglc seems
unshaken. The islands surrounding Chapel Isiand are
said 10 be inhabited by the Wigguladummooch or the
Little People, who Ilve in the forests like the Micmacs
of long ago, The Lintle People arc legends to some.
and real life people to others. Some people have seen
them along the shores early in the morning; others
have had less direct experiences with the Little People,
‘while at least 2/l have heard of them and continue to
talk of them. My experience has been less direct. For
example. my cousin has seen them. and anothe
cousin knows of people who have ssen them. But thére
is a story of a Micmae woman in Eskasoni Reserve
who looks after tha Little People in the winter by set-
ting food out for them on her doorstep, which during
the night or early morning is taken by the Wig-
gulzdumoach. I have heard storles of another woman
who has a moccasin of one of the Little Peopie, and

another woman who has an (ntricately braided ribbon )

done by the Little People for her bathrobenPo me the
Little People are real.

Y e ———————  —r——————————
™ et~ --‘-h__f""‘o-dl" P T el L

Child Rearing

Child reacing among the Micmacs is casual 4nd

natural, It s not considered any mote than & natural
process of life, sa that children are not given say
speclal troatment or experlences that will prepare
them for adulthood. Activitics are adult centered, not
child centered. and wherever the adults are, there too
the children will be found. At St. Ann, children are
everywhere. They are sllowed to run free and cxplore
their enviconment. Only the smallest babies are found
In the camps with the adults. While babics are given 2
great deal of attentlon by all, they are siitl not én-
couraged to be the spotlight, or to intrude on adult
conversations. Parents give their children a great deal
of love and Independence. and while on the island
usually all rules of the household will be relaxed. Bed-
time will probably occur when the adults have had
enough noise for a day. They put the children to bed.
and an eider woman will look after all the children
while ail others go out in search of friends and part-
ners. The autonomy givén to children {5 important to
Micmac survival, All must develop physical strength.
physical and mental hardiness, and an Independence
which will enable each person to take care of himself
In case of sny adversity. Adulthood and its respon-
sibilitles come early to Micmacs. Fifteen years old is
consldered old caough for one to assume control over
one's self. and It ls around this age that young adults
begin travels to Maine and Boston in search of excite-
ment, employment or change of residences. Usually
thelr own personal resources are needed to make these

journeys.

Few limits are placed on children, except where
thelr safety may be threataned. They are not
pampered. [t is more important for them that they be
strong In will and body, developing appropriate in-
stlncts 1o meet the challenges of modern society. A¢

o hmy approach adulthood, they camnot depénd on

others for those Instincts; they must be nstursl
responses. Purthermore, each person must assume
total responsibility for those instincts 4nd accept the
consequences of those decislons. Evén an untimely
pregnancy demands that the girl assume responsibili-
ty for her child. She may move back into an extended
family network, but her child is hers to look after
financially and physically. [n some cases she may be
absolved of physical responsibillty if she contributes
financlally for her chlld.

The [ndiun Higtorian
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New Brunswick Indlans going to  dlana. Courtesy The New Brusnwick
market. watercglor by John Stantén, Musaum,

Wabster Collection of Pictorial Caner B et et

A postcard titled “Indlans on the
Reservation near Fredericton. N.B.,
ghowing five indlans near a riverbank,
Courtesy Tha New Brunswicx Museum.
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Individual sutonomy is also important 1q the sur
vival of the people. The ability to take care of one"
telf physically and financially Is highly valued, Sing
money and jobs are scarce on the r¢serve, one ¢aaaq
be a dependent In an extended family for long, for one
must eacn his own money, look after one's own needs.
#nd help the extended family to the extent possible.
Since the familles are usually in need of money, many
“boarders’” wlil be taken in to support the family.
While I was growing up, there were many uncles.
aunts, cousins and relatlves who helped contribute 1o
the family Income by working and sharing their
resources. Sharing of food and resources is carried
over to St. Ann, where all relatives [n one social nat-
work contribute to the central food supplies. for this is
usually all that is needed to support the families while
on the [sland.

Social Control

Indlan reserves In Canada are distinet territorial
boundarles. where local pravincial laws do not apply.
Likewise, Provincial law enforcement is not applicable
on Indian reserves, Withour this form of social con-
ol. the tribal community must have its own inner
social control mechanisms to insure some order in
thelr lives and in their communities. While there are
currently Indian constables hired by the Indians
themselves, this alone does not assure the order and
stabillty of the group,

Among the Micmac. gossip may be the greatest
form of social control, $Ince the peopie’s centrai social
life and entercainment iy based on visiting one
another. where the center of the talk is upon people
und human relationships. no one person is exempt
from gossip. which is not necessarily enticely
mallcious. just constant. In the long hours of social
contacts. all behaviors of all people known within the
social network will be related with the greatest of
detall und ¢xpression, All that transpires on and off
The reserve. even as far away us Boston. will be
discussed. In these discussions. families will gain
honor, respect. prestige. or disgrace and shame
through the actions of their familv. Hence it is
necessary (0 kazp one's own in line. Scolding and
repreach by the heads of familles is the K¢y to soclal
control. and in more drastic conditlons a person may
be usked te leave the household and not return, [n
some cases the offender may “"run away'' to the states
or back to Canadas. to avoid reproach and scolding by
¢lderg in the community as well as by local authorities.
[f one does wrong, he is not allowed to forget what he

The ludian Hisroriun
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has done for a long time. though gradually one wlill be
allowed 10 réturn 10 the social network. Shunning by
community people is consldered a drastic measurs,
reserved for only the most serious offences, but In a

community that depends on large social networks.
alliances, visiting, and friendship with favors, this
soclal control mechanigm is quite powerful,

Power and Prestige

Over the hundreds of years of contact with the white
man. the role of women has changed very little, They
are still the soclal tegulators, forming the stability and
core of the tribe. They take care of the household and
the children. giving support and stability to the famlly
and their alllances, However, the role of men has
changed significantly in Micmag soclety. He is no
lenger the sole physical survival agent; he no longer
needs to hunt. flsh, and gather food for the family. He
does not even need to work, but only 10 augment what
is already obtained by the family, since the govern-
ment provides annuitles to the family for children. He
Is not necessarily the disciplinarian of the family
elther. although his positlon 1§ used 45 a threat to
¢hildren who go outof line. The changing roles of men
may be the undérlving cause of alcoholism that s
rampant ameng the Micmac men. While there are
alse women alcoholics, there are fewer numbers of
these since there is a constant threat thar alcoholle
families will lose their children 10 the government if
both are irresponsible.

As a result of the changes that have occurred in
their society, new roles and honoring practices have
developed. A man who causes no trouble, stavs sober
for the most part. warks steadlly in or outside of the
reserve. and looks after his family. is accorded respect
and prestige. These are the decision makers, potentlal
¢hiefs and councilmen of the tribal communtty, The
elders provide a vital link to their ancestors and are
accorded the respect of all. They are called "Uncle"
or “Aunt” {n the native'language, showing respect for
their trlbal soul. The feast of St. Aan provides a tim¢
for the tribal community to honor thess men, and the
elders who have done well for the Mlemac péople,
There is a natural hierarchy In the procession. which
signifies their world views. The statue of St. Ann is led
from the church. supported by selected respected
men in the community, Some men &re seiected 10
“police”’ the crowd. to make way for the procession,
While pnysical strength is one criterion imporrant sox
carry the heavy statue. one s honored y being
selected as part of this group of mén. These men
carrving the statue lead the procession. followed by
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Miecmac woman with child in baby
carrier and baskets, watercolor. From
Webster Collection of Rictorial Cana-
diana. Courtesy The New Brunswick

Museum.
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the priests of sach reservé in their Christian dress. the
chiefs in tribal regalia. snd the elders who sing the
traditional songs honoring St. Ann. Following them
are young children dressed in white, These sré

children who have made their first communion in that
year. Following them are the whole assembly of Mic-
macs who have come to the mission. This hlerarehial
arrangement glves respect and honor to those they feel
are important 1o their culture. The tribal warriors. the
spiritual leaders. the elders. and the children, are im.
portant people who maintain linkages with thelr past
and have a special function. role. and importance t0
the stability, maintenance. and continuance of the

Micmac culture.

Conclusion

In a time when other [ndian tribes across Canada
and the United States are in such diverse states of -
transition and adaptation. questions arise regarding
how @ tribal cultyre will survive, Sometimes there Is &
guestion of whether they will syrvive at al}, But little is
known of the tribal soul that stands resilient in times
of great adversity. What we do know is that some tris
bal cultures have stood the impact of westarn civiliza-
tion and have adapted to the outward forms of Chris-
tianity and westerfl ¢lvilization. while not losing the
essence of traditional tribalism. Such is the case
among the Micmac people. For tribey whose contact
with white civilization has been only & couple of hune

dred years. it is important for them to ook at thoss
tribes which have been faced with white contact for a
period of spproximately five hundred vears. The
adaptive strategles that they have developed are im-

pOTIANL 10 thelr survivel, not just a¢ individual¢ butas
s cultural and polirical antity, Despite the fact that
the Micmac reserves appear at first glance to be ac-
culturated into modern soclety having cars. houses.
furniture. clothing, and religion similar to their white
neighbors. they have not truly assimilated into white
soclety. They are distinet cultural and linguistie en-
tities who have survived the torture. rigors. and
challenges of Christianity and civilization. while re-
maining loyal to thelr wraditional customs, traditions.
language. beliefs, values and attitudes, The events
surrounding the feast of St. Ann {s only one example
of how this is done.
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