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CURRICULUM VITAE 

PERSONAL DATA 

Name: Harold Franklin MCGEE, Jr. 
Date of Birth: 5 June 1945 
Place of Birth: Miami, Florida, U.S.A. 
Citizenship: Canadian [1975] 

Address, Business: 

Department of Anthropology 
Saint Mary's University 
Halifax, Nova Scotia 
CANADA B3H 3C3 

Address, Home: 

6039 Welsford Street 
Halifax, Nova Scotia 
CANADA B3K 1G3 

Phone: 902 / 420-5630 
E-Mail: IWHMCGEE@STMARYS" 

Phone: 902 / 422-7233 

******************* 

Areal Interests: 
Micmac/Maliseet 
Atlantic Canada 
Canada 
American Southwest 

Topical Interests: 
Native Peoples 
Expressive Culture 
Culture History and Reconstruction 
Games / Play 
Gender Studies 
Political Anthropology 

******************* 

Education [all degrees in Anthropology]: 

Florida State University 
Florida State University 
Southern Illinois University (C'dale) 

B.A. April 1966 
M.A. June 1967 
Ph.D. June 1974 

Awards [other than research grants]: 

1967-1969 National Defence Educational Act Fellowship (U.S.A.), 
Southern Illinois University (last year declined). 
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PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
Teaching: 

Primary Affiliation: 
66.09 - 67.04 Museum Assistant 
67.01 - 67.04 Teaching Assistant 
68.09 - 69.04 Teaching Assistant 

Florida State University 
Florida State University 
Southern Illinois University 

69.09 - 70.06 Lecturer St. Francis Xavier University 
70.06 - 73.07 Assistant Professor St. Francis Xavier University 
73.07 - 74.07 Assistant Professor University of Waterloo (Ont.) 
74.07 - 75.07 Assistant Professor Saint Mary's University 
75.07 - 83.07 Associate Professor Saint Mary's University 
83.07 -present Professor Saint Mary's University 

Summer School Employment (other than home institution): 
1971 Lecturer, Anthropology University of Western Ontario 
1977 Lecturer, Education University of New Brunswick 
1978 Lecturer, Atlantic Canada University of Prince Edward 

Institute Island 
1983 Instructor, Anthropology University of New Brunswick 

Other Teaching Employment: 
1972 Lecturer, Transition Year Dalhousie University 

Programme (TYP) 
1974 Lecturer, Native Counsellor Saint Francis Xavier 

Aide Programme University 
1984 Instructor, TYP Dalhousie University 
1984-present, Research Associate, 

School of Education Dalhousie University 
1985 Instructor, Micmac Bachelor Dalhousie University 

of Social Work Programme, 
Maritime School of Social Work 

1988 Instructor, Micmac Bachelor Dalhousie University 
of Social Work Programme, 
Maritime School of Social Work 

Thesis Committee Memberships: 
1976 Anthropology Department, Saint Mary's University. Member of 

John Connolly's Honours thesis committee. 
1979 Anthropology Department, Saint Mary's University. Thesis 

advisor of Robert W. Heber's Honours thesis committee. 
1980 Anthropology Department, Saint Mary's University. Thesis 

advisor of Jutta Dale's Honours thesis committee. 
1981 Anthropology Department, McMaster University. External 

reader of David A. Meyer's doctoral dissertation. 
1983 Anthropology Department, Saint Mary's University. Member of 

Judy MacIntyre's Honours thesis committee. 
1984-present Education Department, Dalhousie University. Member 

of Marial Mosher's doctoral committee. 
1985 School of Architecture, Technical University of Nova 

Scotia. External reviewer of theses by four honours 
students. 

1985 Anthropology Department, Saint Mary's University. Thesis 
advisor of Cheryl Tingley's Honours thesis committee. 
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1986 School of Architecture, Technical University of Nova 
Scotia. External reviewer of theses by seven honours 
students. 

1986-1989 Education Faculty, Saint Mary's University. Master of 
Arts thesis advisor to Marilyn O'Hearn. 

1988 Anthropology Department, Saint Mary's University. Thesis 
advisor of Susan McIlquham's Honours thesis committee. 

1988-present Atlantic Canada Studies, Saint Mary's University. 
Master of Arts thesis advisor to Sharon Ingalls. 

1989-present Education Department, Dalhousie University. Member 
of Marilyn O'Hearn's doctoral committee. 

1989-present Atlantic Canada Studies, Saint Mary's University. 
Member of Master of Arts thesis committee to Peter 
Twohig. 

Consulting: 

1975 National Museum of Man -- Display Division. Atlantic Canada 
Museumobile. 

1978 Federation of Newfoundland Indians (Conne River). Review of 
lands claim research. 

1980 Nova Scotia Department of Education. Mi'kmaq television 
project (3 years). 

1981 Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council. Native 
Studies Programme Workshop (Winnipeg). 

1982 National Film Board (Montreal). Production of four sound 
filmstrips concerned with Micmac Aboriginal culture. First 
prize award in educational filmstrip category, New York Film 
Festival. 

1982 Ragweed Press (Charlottetown). Manuscript reviewer and 
technical consultant for grade six textbook authored by 
Douglas Baldwin. 

1983 Fitzhenry and Whiteside. Editorial assistant for book about 
the Micmac authored by Robert Leavitt. 

1984 Grand Council of the Crees (James Bay). Curriculum 
development, Cree School Board. 

1984 Lavlin Offshore, Inc. Evaluation of pipeline impact on 
heritage resources in pipeline corridor. 

1986 Maritext, Ltd. Editorial assistant and curriculum 
development. 

1987 Dalhousie University. External Evaluator for unit review of 
the Transition Year Programme. 

1987 Indigenous People's Education, World Congress. Delegate 
(8-13 June, Vancouver). 
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Manuscript and Research Grant Proposal Review: 
1976 Current Anthropology; article referee. 

1977 Institute of Public Affairs, Dalhousie; book manuscript 
referee. 

1978 Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council (SSHRC); 
grant proposal referee. 

1978 Canadian Ethnic Studies; article referee. 
1978 National Endowment for the Humanities (USA); grant proposal 

referee. 

1979 Acadiensis; article referee. 
1979 Canada Council; grant proposal referee. 

1980 International Education Centre, Saint Mary's University; 
book manuscript referee. 

1981 Culture; article referee. 

1982 Culture; article referee. 
1982 Nelson Publishers; book manuscript referee. 

1983 Acadiensis; referee for two articles. 
1983 SSHRC; referee for two research grant proposals. 
1983 National Museum of Man; referee for article in Oracle 

series. 

1984 SSHRC; grant proposal referee. 
1984 Culture; article referee. 
1984 National Endowment for the Humanities (USA); grant proposal 

referee. 

1986 
1986 

1987 
1987 

1988 

1988 
1988 
1988 

1989 

1989 
1989 

1990 

National Science Foundation (USA); grant proposal referee. 
Acadiensis; article referee. 

National Science Foundation (USA); grant proposal referee. 
Acadiensis; article referee. 

The Gladys and Merrill Muttart Foundation (Alberta); grant 
proposal referee. 
Acadiensis; article referee. 
Canada Council; grant proposal referee. 
National Science Foundation (USA); grant proposal referee. 

Canadian Review of Sociology and Anthropology; referee for 
two articles. 
SSHRC; grant proposal referee. 
Paqta'tek; article referee. 

Oxford University Press. Manuscript reviewer for junior high 
textbook (chapter concerned with Micmac Indians). 
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Board Memberships: 
1976 Canadian Ethnology Society; Member-at-Large. 

1977 Canadian Ethnology Society; Annual Meeting Co-Chairperson. 

1987 Native Studies Committee, University College of Cape Breton. 

1989 Micmac Native Learning Centre (Halifax); Advisory Board. 

1990 Micmac Native Learning Centre (Halifax); Advisory Board. 

Funded Research: 

1967 Isleta factionalism. (research assistant) National 
Institutes of Mental Health (USA). 

1969 Micmac political organization. St. Francis Xaiver University 
funding. 

1973 Maliseet religion. National Museum funding. 
1973 Non-psychotic aspects of windigo phenomenon. 

funding. 

1974 Maliseet religion (continued). National Museum fu nding. 

1975 The apple basket industry in the Annapolis Valley . Saint 
Mary's University funding. 

1978 Oral history of St. Margaret's Bay. Saint Mary's University 
funding. 

1981 Sabbatical travel grant. Saint Mary's University funding. 

1987 Expressive culture and cultural identity in Maritime Canada. 
SSHRC funding. 

1988 Sabbatical research grant. Saint Mary's University funding. 
1988 Beaver incisor wear patterns. Saint Mary's University 

funding. 

Publications: 

Books: 

1974 (editor) Native Peoples of Atlantic Canada; a reader in 
regional ethnic relations. Toronto: McClelland and Stewart; 
211pp 

1983 (editor) Native Peoples of Atlantic Canada;  a history of 
Indian-European relations  (2nd edition). Ottawa: Carleton 
University Press. 

Canada Council 
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1983 (co-author with Ruth Whitehead) The yicmacs: How they lived  
500 years ago. Halifax: Nimbus; 60pp.. 

1989 (illustrator) Six Micmac Stories by Ruth Whitehead. Halifax: 
Nova Scotia Museum. 

Journal Articles and Book Chapters: 

1969 On anthropological research in complex societies. Current  
Anthropology 10: 231. 

1970 Factions. Man 5: 520. 

1972 Windigo psychosis. American Anthropologist 74: 244-246. 

1974 White encroachment of Micmac reserve lands in Nova Scotia, 
1830-1867. Man in the Northeast 8: 57-64. 

1975 The windigo down-east, or, the taming of the windigo. 
Ottawa: National Museum of Man -- Ethnology Division, 
Mercury Series 28: 110-132. 

1976 A note on Wabanaki kinship. Man in the Northeast 10: 78-80. 

1977 The case for Micmac demes. Actes du huitieme congres des  
Algonquinistes; Ottawa: Carleton University Press, pp. 
107-114. 

1978 The Micmac Indians: the earliest migrants. In, Banked Fires 
-- Ethnics of Nova Scotia edited by Douglas Campbell. Port 
Credit, Ont.: Scribblers' Press, pp. 15-42. 

1979 Culture and ethnicity at the Canadian Centre for Folk 
Culture Studies. American Anthropologist 81: 331-334. 

1980 Mi'kmaq. Your World 2: 3. 
1980 No longer neglected; a decade of writing concerning the 

native peoples of the Maritimes. Acadiensis 10(1): 135-142. 
1980 Reply to Paul MacIntyre. American Anthropologist 82: 564. 

1981 The Micmac people, their life-cycle and material culture 
(with Ruth Whitehead). Mi'kmaq Teacher's Manual. Halifax: 
Nova Scotia Department of Education and CBC; pp.21-32. 

1985 Micmac. New Canadian Encyclopedia. Edmonton: Hurtig; p.1129. 
1985 Playing at knowing; patol and Pueblo world view. In, 

Contributions to Archaeology and Ethnology of Greater  
Meso-America edited by William Folon. Carbondale, Ill.: 
Southern Illinois University Press; pp. 261-292. 

1986 Words are not enough. Teaching Maritime Studies edited by P. 
A. Buckner. Fredericton: Acadiensis Press; pp. 51-54. 
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1987 The use of furbearers by Native North Americans after 1500. 
In, Wild Furbearer Management and Conservation in North  
America edited by M. Novak et als. Toronto: Ontario Ministry 
of Natural Resources; pp. 13-20. 

1987 Stewardship of the earth and the Gitksan-Wettsuet'an law 
suit. Between the Issues 5(6): 1. 

1987 A sense of place. In, The Maritimes: tradition, challenge,  
and change edited by C. MacGregor, G. Peabody, and R. 
Thorne. Halifax: Maritext Ltd. 

1989 Four centuries of borderland interaction: it depends upon 
who draws the line and when. In, The Northeast Borderlands:  
Four Centuries of Interaction edited by S. Hornsby, V. 
Konrad, and J. Herlan. Fredericton: Canadian-American 
Center, University of Maine and Acadiensis Press; pp. 
140-148. 

Papers Read: 

1970 Factionalism: structure vs organization. Tenth Annual 
Meeting of the Northeastern Anthropological Association, 
Ottawa. 

1971 The processes of information control and political 
leadership. Sixth Annual Meeting of the Association of 
Atlantic Sociologists and Anthropologists, Halifax. 

1974 The windigo down-east, or, the taming of the windigo. Second 
Annual Meeting of the Canadian Ethnology Society, Winnipeg. 

1976 The case for Micmac denies. Eighth Algonquian Conference, 
Montreal. 

1977 Art and science in anthropology; the meaningful distortion 
of reality. Institute of Human Values, Halifax. 

1977 Poppies, politics and the process of national unity. 
University of New Brunswick Anthropology Society, 
Fredericton. 

1977 Discussant, The Micmacs of Nova Scotia and Newfoundland 
Symposium. Canadian Historical Society, Fredericton. 

1978 Configurations of Micmac kin relations as revealed by myth. 
Fifth Annual Meeting of the Canadian Ethnology Society, 
London, Ont. 

1978 Folklore and the development of folk sociology. Canadian 
Studies Programme, Mount Allison University, Sackville, N.B. 

1979 Task scheduling and the reconstruction of proto-historic 
Micmac social organization (with Ruth Whitehead). Eleventh 
Algonquian Conference, Ottawa. 
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1979 Indian - European contacts. Chignecto Regional History 
Programme, Mount Allison University, Sackville, N.B. 

1980 Changes in Micmac-White interaction patterns in the 18th 
century. Eighth Annual Meeting of the Atlantic Society for 
18th Century Studies, Sydney, N.S. 

1980 Archaeological requirements for an adequate ethnology of the 
Native Peoples of the Maritimes. The Future of Archaeology 
in the Maritime Provinces Conference, Halifax. 

1981 The making of "Mi'kmaq" (with Ruth Whitehead). Eighth Annual 
Meeting of the Canadian Ethnology Society, Ottawa. 

1982 Changes in Micmac settlement patterns. Thirteenth Algonquian 
Conference, Quebec. 

1985 The question of ethics in ethnic research. Society for the 
Study of Ethnicity in Nova Scotia, Halifax. 

1987 Culture. Plenary Address, Maritime Studies Workshop, 
Fredericton. 

1987 Performance and identity in the Maritimes. Ninth Biennial 
Conference of the Canadian Ethnic Studies Association, 
Halifax. 

1987 Four centuries of borderland interaction; it depends upon 
who draws the line . . . and when. Symposium Address to 
commemorate the Twentieth Anniversary of the 
Canadian-American Center, Orono, Maine. 

1989 Fringe dwellers in two hemispheres: games of chance and 
making a living in two worlds. Australian Institute of 
Aboriginal Studies, Canberra, Australia. 

1989 Poker, waltes, and continuity in Wabanaki world view. The 
Australian Museum Society, Sydney, N.S.W., Australia. 

1989 Poker, waltes, and continuity in Wabanaki world view. 
Algonquian Conference, St. John's, Nfld. 

Media Presentations: 

1976 Review of Helen Creighton's A Life in Folklore. Halifax 
CBC-Radio. 

1977 Interview concerning the New Hebrides artifact collection of 
the Nova Scotia Museum. Halifax CJCJ-Television. 

1981 Interview with Christopher Moore concerning early contact 
between Micmacs and Europeans for three-hour Ideas  
programme. Toronto CBC-Radio. 

1981 Interview with William March, "Slowboat to Shelburne more 
than 2,000 years ago? Halifax, Chronicle-Herald 29 June. 

1982 Interview concerning Micmac games. Halifax CBC-Radio. 



HMCGEE-CV [February 12, 1990) page 9 

1985 Interview concerning Micmac history for a six part 
television series titled Indiens de la Mer.  St.,Olmer, 
Quebec Radio-Quebec. 

Book Reviews: 

1974 Alliance in Eskimo Society  by Lee Guemple. Canadian Review 
of Sociology and Anthropology  11: 266-267. 

1976 Hunters in the barrens  by Georg Hendriksen. American  
Anthropologist  78: 157. 

1976 The people's land  by Hugh Brody. Atlantic Provinces Book 
Review  (March) p. 4. 

1976 Canada's Indians; contemporary conflicts  by J. S. Frideres. 
Canadian Review of Sociology and Anthropology  12: 116-119. 

1977 Friend and foe; aspects of French-Amerindian cultural  
contact in the 16th and 17th centuries  by C. J. Jaenen. 
American Anthropologist  79: 740. 

1979 Children of Aataentsic: a history of the Huron people to  
1660  (2 vols) by Bruce Trigger. American Indian Culture and 
Research Journal  3: 88-90. 

1980 Elitekey: I fashion things  by Ruth Holmes Whitehead. Gazette 
(summer/fall) pp. 65-69. 

1981 Micmacs and colonists  by L. F. S. Upton. Canadian Ethnic  
Studies  13: 151-152. 

1983 Changing economic roles for Micmac men and women; an 
ethnohistorical analysis  by Elice Gonzalez. American Indian 
Culture and Research Journal  7: 100-101. 

1984 Socioeconomic characteristics of the Micmac in Nova Scotia  
by Fred Wein. The Atlantic Provinces Book Review  11(1): 12. 

1984 Micmac guillwork  by Ruth Holmes Whitehead. Canadian Ethnic  
Studies  16: 163-164. 

1984 Home and native land: aboriginal rights in Canada  by Michael 
Asch and Native people in Canada: contemporary conflicts  
(2nd ed.) by James S. Frideres. International Journal of  
Comparative Sociology  25: 286-288. 

1984 Political anthropology; an introduction  by Ted C. Lewellen. 
Canadian Review of Sociology and Anthropology  21: 244. 

1986 Voices: a guide to oral history  by Derek Reimer. MUSE  4(1): 
53-54. 

1986 A narrow vision: Duncan Campbell Scott and the  
Administration of Indian Affairs in Canada  by E. Brian 
Titley. American Indian Culture and Research Journal  10(3): 
103-106. 
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1987 Rebuilding the economic base of Indian communities: the 
MicMac in Nova Scotia by Fred Wein. Atlantic Provinces Book 
Review 14(1): 3. 

1987 Indian education in Canada (v01. 2); the challenge edited by 
J. Barman, Y. Hebert, and D. McCaskill. Atlantic Provinces  
Book Review 14(3): 10. 

1987 The quest for iustice: aboriginal peoples and aboriginal  
rights edited by M. Boldt and J. A. Long. Canadian Review of 
Sociology and Anthropology 24: 456-457. 

1988 Let the past go: a life history narrated by Alice Jacob by 
Sarah Preston. Anthropologica 30. 

1990 Atlas of the North American Indian by Carl Waldman (maps and 
illustrations by Molly Braun). Canadian Review of Sociology  
and Anthropology [in press]. 

Other Scholarly Activity: 

1967 The development of cooperative groups in rural England and 
Japan. MA thesis, Florida State University, Tallahassee. 

1974 Ethnic boundaries and strategies of ethnic interaction: a 
history of Micmac-White relations in Nova Scotia. Ph.D. 
dissertation, Southern Illinois University, Carbondale. 

1974 Filmscript for "The story of Asdiwal". Manuscript. 

1975 Ethnographic bibliography of Northeastern North America. In, 
Three Atlantic Bibliographies compiled by H. McGee, S. 
Davis, and M. Taft. Halifax: Occasional Papers in 
Anthropology No. 1, Saint Mary's University Department of 
Anthropology. 

1975 Comment on, Social borders; definitions and diversity, by 
Jennie-Keith Ross. Current Anthropology 16: 67-68. 

1976 Comment on, The cult of the serpent in the Americas, by 
Balaji Mundkur. Current Anthropology 17: 444-445. 

1977 Comment on, Anthropology in the American South, by Carole E. 
Hill. Current Anthropology 18: 318-319. 

1977 Brief to the National Museum of Man (Ottawa) concerning the 
goals and priorities of the Ethnology Division; 15 pp. 

1977 Foreword to, Cognative kinship organization among the 
Northeast Algonkians by Jack A. Frisch. Halifax: Occasional 
Papers in Anthropology No. 2, Saint Mary's University 
Department of Anthropology. 

1978 Micmac material culture inventory; preliminary catalogue of 
the artifact collections outside Canada (with Ruth 
Whitehead). Manuscript, 125 pp. 
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1979 Foreword to, Eastern Algonquian relationships to  
"Proto-Algonquian" social organizations by James Wherry. 
Halifax: Occasional Papers in Anthropology No. 5, Saint 
Mary's University Department of Anthropology. 

1980 Micmac residence patterns. Report prepared for Parks Canada, 
Halifax, 18 pp., illus. 

1980 Guest curator, Ai Bilong Niugini (New Guinea artifacts, 
private collection). Halifax: Saint Mary's University Art 
Gallery. 

1982 Comment on, Windigo psychosis: the anatomy of an emic-etic 
confusion, by Lou Morano. Current Anthropology 23: 401. 

1988 Foreword to, Micmac, Maliseet, Beothuk collections in Great 
Britain by Ruth Holmes Whitehead. Halifax: Nova Scotia 
Museum Curatorial Report No. 62. 
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Act it it sendouLted matter of fall, that the nuffionaria 
openly emploial all their wit, and all the influence of rth-
Lion, to invasim the iiruaza artily? us. 771enci, lefules a 
member if Lerrid cruelties, the mon treacherous and bail 
murder of captain How, at a conference, by film. fa-ca;e: 
they let ox, tube perpetrated it within fight of the French 
forces. TIT pc31ifioinr„ however, of the forezoinz me-
morial may have this zad [Ira, that it will appriji the 
EgoLib of the matter of acculaiien agaialt them, GM" en-
able than to cometer-wori thofe Lily divines *plate, and 
anifaries of air-bide:I. It it a4ro certain, that this very 
memorial was &awn up by a French priejl, purely to fur-
MA the French neinifh7, a fpecionsdlailltati to eppefe ti the 
mon jun reprefastatitut cf.  the Britijh zovenutecno. Befsdes 
the Pica ur:th whith it abounds, he has taken care to fup - 

pref.; the all: :f crudry committed, and the atrocious pri-
voratiou zitsen by the fauaga, at the ionization of his 

.1.67sw-labo1.rs in fidtion caemny. 

L E T- 

LETTER 
FROM 

Mon(. DE LA V. A.R E NNE, 
TO HIS 

FRIEND at ROCHELLE. 

Louijhouri,*, e 8th of May, 1756. 

THOUGH 
the 
had, in my lail, ex- 

hauftcd all that was needful to fay 
on our private bufinefs, I could not fee 
this thip preparing for France, efpecially 
with our friend Moreau on board, with-
out giving you this further mark of how 
ardently I with the continuance of our 
corre.fpondence. It will alfo ferve to fup-
plement any former deficiencies of fads-
fadion to certain points of curiofity you 
have flated to me ; this will give to my 
letter a length beyond the crdinary limits 
of one : and I have before-hand to =-

cute to you, the loo: lz defultory way in 
which you will find I write, as things pre-
f.:zit themfelvcs to my mind, without iuch 

method 

'From Yale University Libra 1r)*.1-r.'•;;FL _ 
New Haven, Connecticut, U.S.A4,,-: r p-• 

NOT TO HE PUBLISHED OR REPRODUCED ; 
noTOGRAFRIC ALLY W ITHOUT PERMISS ION 
Olr Tys, YALE UNIVERSITY LIBRARY, 
NEW HAVEN, CONNECTICUT . 



[ so 
thefe rarely fall upon any living creatures; 
the Cheep, oxen, and cows, are turned out 
4ito the w000r commons, without any 

-tear for thetn. Partridges are very corn-
- mon, and arc larg,e-fized, with 1101 very 

white. The hares arc (carte, and have a 
white fur. There arc a great many bea-
vers, elks, cariboux, (moofe-dcer) and 
other beafts of the cold northern coun-

tries. • The original inhabitants of this country 
arc the favages, who may be divided into 

three nations, the 
Micintakis, the Mari-

cb:cts, or Abenaquis, (being fcarocly dif-

ferent nations) and the 
Ginibats. 

The hfickmakis arc the moft numerotts, 
but not accounted fo good 1.varriors as the 
others but they are all much addiEted 
to hunting, and to venery ; in which 
however, they obferve great privacy. They 
are fond of flrong liquors, and 

etpccially 

of bmndy : that is there greateft vice. 
They arc alfo very uncous of paying 
the debts they contrae , not from natural 
difhor.cfl-y, but from their having no no- tion 

From 
Yale "University 

From 
N 

Connecticut, 1,3 

ew Haven,  

"N..79.CDLICV3  

[ S t I 

tion of property, 
or of manna or tours'-

They will fooncr part with 
A they have, 

In the fhape of a gift, than with tasty 
thing in that of paynaent. Honors and 

.-....- 

goods being all in common arnons4 them, 

-* , 

211 the numerous vices, which axe fouatded 
il 

upon thofc two motives, are not to be i 

found in them. Yet it is true, that they 
.. 

have chie:fs tO 
whom they give the title of 1 

Y7 Sagaina I 
 but all of them alrnoft, at fomc 

4 
si 

 

time or other, airtime to thenafelves this 
; 

quality, which is never granted by univer-
falconfent,but to the perfonal con fidera tio n 
of diftinguifhed merit in councils, or in 
anns. Their troops have this particularity, 
that they are, for the moft part, competed 
of nothing but officers; infotnuch that it 
is rare to find a ravage in the fervicc that 
will own himfelf a private man. This 
want of fubordination does not, however, 
hinder them from concurring together in 
aaicn, when their native ferocity and 
emulation (land them, in fume fort, ir4- 

11ead of difcipline. 
They 

Nt) 



[ h 
They are extrounly vindielive, of which 

I (hall give you one example. Mont. 
Daunay, a French captain, with a fer-
vant, being overfet in a canoe, within 
fight of Come ravages, they threw them-
felyes into the water to rave them, and 
the fervant was adually faved. But the 
ravage, who had pitched upon Monf. 
Daunay, fecing who it was, and remem-
bering fome blows with a cane he had a 
few days before received from him, took 
care to foufe him fo often in the wa-
ter, that he drowned him before he got 
athore. 

It is remarked, that in proportion as the 
Europeans have fettled in this country, the 
number of the fayages confidcrably dimi-
!hes. As they live chiefly upon their 
hunting, the woods that are defiroyed to 
cultivate the country, mull in courfc con-
tra a the diftria of their chace, and caufe 
a famine among( t them, that milli be fa-
tal to them, .or compel them to retire to 
other count..ies. The Engin, fenfible of 
this e:fect, and who teemed to place their 

policy 

From Yale University Librar) 
New Haven, Connecticut, U.S.AZL37  

Mr' 

NOT TO BE PUBLISHED OR REPRODUCED itr;  
PHOTOGRAPHIC ALLY W IT HOUT PERHISS ION I -1-
07 THE YALE UN IVERS IT! LIBRARY 

.; vr,n c.CTT7CTICUT. 

[ 83 1 
policy in exterminating thee favage na-
tions, have let fire to the woods, and burnt 
a confiderable extent of them. I 11., .• 
myfelf croffed above thirty leagues toge-
ther, in which (pace the forells were Co 
totally confumed by fire, that one could 
hardly at night find a fpot wooded enough 
to afford wherewithal to make an extem-
pore cabbin, which, in this country, is 
commonly made in the following man-
ner: Towards night the travellers com-
monly pitch upon a fpot as near a rivulet 
or river as they an; and as no one forgets 
to carry his hatchet with him, any more 
than a Spanifh don his toledo, come cut 
down wood for firing for the night; others 
branches of trces, which are (tuck in the 
ground with the crotch uppermoll, over 
which a thatching is l.'.id of fir-boughs,with. 
a fence of th:: lame on the weather-fide --...! Z:...;_ only. The reit is all open, and ferves 
for doer and window. A great fire is then  

....- 
lighted, and then every body's lodged.  !.— 
Tlley fup on :he ground, or upon fu:ne  
leaved brancho, when the fealon admits  :.--. 

a et 
1-; 

 

F-.:_f 
ua yge-,..;,-, Ai 
7.1. 



I Bs 1 
gine I am giving you only my own con-: 
jeCtures, take the following exa-ad from 
a letter of father Noel de Joinville, of a 
pretty ancient date. 

"I have remarked in this country fo 
" great an avcrfion in the convert-ravages 
" to the Englifh, caufed by difference of 
" religion, that there fcarce dare inhabit 
" any part of Acadia but what is under 
" their own guns. There ravages are fo 
" zealous for the Roman Catholick 
" church, that they always look with 
" horror upon, and confider as enemies 
" thole who are not within the pale of it. 
" This may ferve to prove, that if there 
" had been priefir provided in time, to 
" work at the converfion of the ravages 
" of New-England, before the Englifh 
" had penetrated into the interior of the 
" county 15 far as they have done, it 
" would not have been poffible for them 
" to appropriate to themfelves loch an 
" extent of country as, at this day, 
" makes of New-England alone the molt 

" mag- 
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of it and afterwards the table ferves for 

a bed. The ravages thernfelves rarely 
have any fixed hut, or village, that may be 
called a permanent refidence. If there 
are any parts they moll frequently inha-
bit, it is only thofe which abound moll in 
game, or near foam fifhing-place. Such 
were formerly for them, before the En-
gin had driven them away, ifrfivinfi-b, 
Branbefin, arpridy,Chipnakady,Todayek, 
Alirtelpeelk, 1.4 Cape Sable, lIffira- 
meeky, Fijligo; kb, L. Baye del Chaleurs 
Pentarnv, Hokepack, and £b1- 

At prefent thefe rwage nations bear an 
inveterate antipathy to the Englifh, who 
might have eniily prevented or cured it, if 
inflead f rigorous mcafurin, they had at firil 
tiled conciliative ones : but this it fecins 
they clic tight beneath them. This it is, 
that has given o.ir tniffionaries fuch a fair 
field for keeping them fixed to the French 
party, by the atliftance of the difference 
of relig-,ion, of which they du not fail to 
make the moil. But lett you may ima- 

gine 
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" *magnificent colony on the face of the 

It earth." 
lilut with this good father's leave, he at-

tributes more influence to religion, though 
as the picas manage it, it certainly has a 
very confiderable one, than in faa belongs 
to it. Were it not for other concurring 
circumftanccs that indifpore the favagcs 
againft the Ertglith, religion alone would 
not operate, at leaft Co violently, that cat% 
Every one knows, that the favagcs arc at 
belt but [lightly tinaured with it, and 

This pompous epithet mi:ht have yet been more 
juft, if the improvement of that colony had been 
=ouch the care of the flare,. to have been pufhcd all 
the lenge:is of which it vras fo fu..ceptible. Few En4-
lientnen will. probably, on re:flexion deny, that if but 
a third of thofe fums ingulphcd by the unerateful or flip-
per/ powers on the continent, upon inters-cis certainly 
more foreign to England than thole of her own colo-
nies, or laviihed in a yet more dAruaive way, that of 
corrupting in fubjeas in eleaions : if the third, I fay, 
of thole itnmenfe ruins, had been applied to the benciit 
of the plantations, to the fortifying, encouraging, and 
extending them, there would, by this time, have hardly 
been a Frenchman's name to be heard cf in North- 

America rfpetially. have 
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[ 87 I 
have little or no attachment to it, but as 
they find their advantage in the benefits of 
prefents and protetlion, it procures to them 
from the French government. In fhort, 
it is chiefly to the condua of the Englifh 
themfelves, we are beholden for this fa- 
vorable aid of the favages. If the Eng- 
lifh at firft, inflead of feeking to exter-
minate or opprefs them by dint of power, 
the fenfe of which drove them for refuge 
into our party, had behaved with more 
tendernefs to them, and conciliated their 
affedion by humoring them properly, and 
diftributing a few prefents, they might 
eafily have made ufeful and valuable rub-
jeas of them. Whereas, difgufled with 
their haughtincfs, and feared at the me-
naces and arbitrary encroachments of the 
Englifh, they are now their moil virulent 
and fcarce reconcilcable enemies. This 
is even true of more parts in America, 
where, though the Englifh have liberally 
given prcfents to ten times the value of 
what our government does, they have 
not however had the fame effea. The 

reafon 

V T " 
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Teafort of which is clear : they make 
them with fo ill a grace, and generally 
time their prefents Co unjudicioufly, as 
fcarce ever to dithibute them, but juft 
when they want to carry Come temporary 
point with the ravages, fuch, efpecially, 
as the taking up the hatchet ag-ainil the 
French. This does not ercape the natu-
ral fagacity of the ravages, who are fen-
fible of the defign lurking at bottom of 
this liberality, and give them the lets 
thanks for it. They do not eafily forget 
the length of time they had been neg-
!eat& flighted, or unatplied to, unlets by 
their Itinerant traders, who cheat them in 
their dealings, or poifon them with exe- 
crable fpirits, under the names of brandy 
and rum. Whereas, on the contrary, the 
French are afriduouily carefling and court- 

the. Their miilionaries are dic- 

t
ated up and down their feveral canton- 

ments, where they excrcifc every talent of 
infinuation, fludy their manners, nature, 
and weak:teas, to which they flexibly ac- 

commodate themfeh,  ct., and carry their 
points 

89 1 

points by there arts. But what has, at 
leafl, an ecival rhare in attaching the ra- 
vages to our party, is the connivence, or 
rather encouragement the French go-
vernment has given to the natives of 
France, to fall into the fayage-way of 
life, to fpread themfelves through the 
ravage nations, where they adopt their 
manners, range the woods with them, 
and become as keen bunters as themfclves. 
This conformity endears our nation to 
them, being much better plcafed with fee-

ing us imitate them, than ready to imitate 

us, though Come of them begin to fall 

into our notions, as to trafficking and bar- 

tering, and knowing the de of moncy, 

of which they were before totally igno- 

rant. We e
mploy beild:s a much more 

effeCual method of uniting them to us, 

and that is, by the interinarriasts of our 

people 
with the favage-wornen, which is 

a 
circuintlance that draws the ties of alli- 

ance clofer. The children prutluced by 
thefe are generally hardy, inured 

to the 

.01 

From 
Yale University Librarr,-; 

Neven Connecticut, U.S.A 
W Ha , 

re. 



1 et 

9° 
fatigues of the chace and war, and turn 
out very ferviceable iiibjeds in their way. 

But what is mull amazing is, that 
though the vage-life has all the appear-
ance of being far from eligible, confider-
ing the fatigues, the expofure to all wea-
thers, the dearth of thole articles which 
cuilom has made a kind of neceffaries of 
life to Europeans, and many other incon-
veniencies to be met with in their vaga-
bond courfe ; yet it has fuch charms for 
Come of our native French, and even for 
fome of them who have been delicately 
bred, that, when once they have betaken 
themfelves to it young, there is hardly any 
reclaiming them from it, or inducing them 
to return to a more civilized life. They 
prefer roving in the woods, trolling to the 
chapter of accidents fur their game which 
is their chief fupport, and lying all night 
in a little temporary hut, patched up of a 
few brar.ches ; to all the commmiioufnefs 
they might find in tcwns, or habitations, 
:unongt1 their own countrymen. By de- 

grees 
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greez they lofe all rein for the European 
luxuries of life, and would not exchange 
for them the enjoyments of that liberty, 
and faculty of wandering about, for which, 
in the forefts, they contra& an invincible 
tafte. A gun with powder and ball, of 
which they purchafe a continuation of 
fupplies with the fkins of the beans they 
kill, let the n up. With thcfc they mix 
amonaft the ravages, where they get as 
mai.y woman as they pleafe: fomc of them 
are farfrom unhandlome, and fall into their 
w: y of life, with as much pallion and at-
tachment, as if they had never known any 
other. 

Mont. Dclorme, whom you poffibly may 
have leen in Rochelle, where he had a fmall 
employ in :he marine-department, brought 
over his lots here, a very hopeful youth, 
who had even tome tindure of polite edu-
cation, and was not above thirteen years old, 
and partly from indulgence, partly from 
a view of making him ofeful to the go-
vernment, by his learning, at that agc, 
pettedly the 1:wage language, he 1-offered 

N a him 
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burn to go amongft the ravages. The 
young Delorme would, indeed, fometimes 
return home juft on a vifit to his fa-
mily; but always expreffed fuch an im-
patience, or rather pining to get back 
again to them, that, though riluElantly, 
the father w-as oblig,:d to yield to it. No 
reprefentations in fhort, after lame years, 
could ever prevail on him to renounce his 
cennexions, and n:fidence amongft the 
igenaquis, ‘vhere he is almoft adored. 
He has learned to excel them all, even in 
their own points of competition. He out-
does them all in their feats of adivity, in 
running, leaping, climbing mountains, 
fwimming, (hooting with the bow and 
arrow, managing of canoes, fnaring and 
killin3 birds and !,eatls, in patience of 
fatigue, and oven of hunger ;  in fbort, 
in all they moil value themielvcs upon, or 
to which they affix the idea of perfonal 
merit, the only merit that commands con-
litieration a:nonsft them. Thcy arc not 
yet poliflied Luvugh to admire any other. 
liy ILAN-cyur, Iv! perEctIlv 

— 

[ 931 
reigns amongft them, with a power the 
greater, for the rubmirrion to it not only 
being voluntary, but the effeft of his ac- 
knowledged ruperiority, in thole points 
that with them alone conftitute it. His per- 
fonal advantages likel.vire may not a little 
contribute thereto, being perfealy well- 
made, finely featured, with a great deal 
of natural wit, es well as courage. He 
drefres, whilft with the ravages, exaElly in 
their manner, ties his hair up like them, 
wears a tomby-awk, or hatchet, travels 
with rackets, (or Indian fhoes) and, in 
fhort, reprefents to the life the character of 
a compleat favagc-warrior. When he 
comes to Quebec, or Dui/bourg, he re-
fumes his European drcfs, without the 
leaft mark appearing in his behaviour, of 
that wildnefs or rudencfs one would na-
turally fuppore him to have ,:ontraEted by 
fo long a habit of them with the 'ra-
vages. No body fpeaks purer French, 0r 
acquits himielf better in converfation. 
He takes up or lays down the ravage cha-
raacr with cq_ual grace and cafe. His 

friends 
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friends have, at length, given over tcazing 
him to come and rcfide for good among( 
them; they find it is to Co little purpofc. 
The priells indeed complain bitterly, that 
he is not overloaded with religion, from 
his entering Co thoroughly into the (pint 
of the favage-life ; and his fetting an ex-
ample, by no means edifying, of a licen-
tious commerce with their women, be.. 
(ides, his giving no figns of his over-ref- 
peedng either their doarine or fpiritual 
authority. This they pretend hurts them 
with their aaual converts, as well as with 
thole they labor to make; though, in this 
condua, he is not fingular, for the French 
wood•rangcrs, in general, follow the like 
courfe in a greater or lefi-er degree. Thcfc 

reprefentations of the priells would, 
however, have greater influence with our 
government, if the temporal advantage 
they derive from theca rovers, unclifci- 
plined as they are, did not oblige them to 
wink at their relaxation in fpirituals. 

but it is not only men that have taken 

this railion fur a J.:I./age life ; there have 
been,  

95 1 

been, though much rarer,exarnples of our 
women going into it. It is not many 
years fince a very pretty French girl ran 
away into the woods with 1 handfome 

young favage, who married her after his 
country fafhion. Her friends found out 

the village, or rather a
mbulatory tribe into 

which Ric had got; but no perfulfions, or 
inftances, could prevail on her to return 
and leave her favage, nor on him to con-
tent to it ; Co that the gevernment not 
caring to employ force, for fear of dif- 
obliging the nation of them, even acqui-
deed in her continuance amongft them, 
where the remains to this day, butworthip- 
ped like a little divinity, or, at leaft, as a 
being fuperior to the ma of their women. 
Polibly too (he is not, in tacit, Co unhap- 
py, as her choice would make one think 
the muft be; and if opinion conftitutes 
happincfs, (he certainly is not Co. 

There are not wanting here, who de- 
fend this ftrange attachment of Come of 
their countrymen to this favage life, on 
principles independent of the reafon of Rate, 
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(tate, for encouraging its fubjeds to fpread 
and gain footing amongft the favage na-
tions, by reforting to their country, of 
which they, at the fame time, gain a 
knowledge ufeful to future enterprizes, by 
a winning conformity to their adions, and 
by intermarriages with them. They pre- — 
tend, that even this ravage life itfelf is not 
without its peculiar tweets and pleafurcs ; 
that it is the moll adapted, and the moil 
natural to man. Liberty, they fay, is no 
where more perfedly enjoyed, than where 
no fubordination is known, but what is 
recommended by natural reafon, the ve-
neration of old age, or the refped of per-
Canal merit. 

The chace is at once their chief em-
ployment and dives-lion ;  it furnifhcs them 
with means to procure thole articles, which 
enter into the fmall number of natural 
wants. The demands of luxury, they 
think too 'dearly hought with the lofs of 
ihat liberty and independence they find in 
the woods. They defpife the magnifi-
cence of courts and palaces, in comparifon 

- with 
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with the free range and (cope of the hills 
and vales, with the flarry fky for their ca-
nopy : they fay, we enjoy the Univerfe 
only in miniature, whilft the favage-.  
rovers enjoy it in the great. Thus reafon 
fome of our admirers here of the ravage-
fyftcm of life, and yet I do not find that 
there refining advocates for it, are them-
(elves tempted to embrace it. They are 
contcnt to commend what themfelves do 
not care to praftife. Thofc who aEtually 
do embrace it, reafon very little about it, 
though no doubt, the motives above af-
figned for their preference, are gene-
rally, one may 1:iy inflinEtively, at the 
bottom of it. Their grcateft want is of 
wine, efpecially at firfi to thole who are 
ufed to it ;  hut they are loon weaned from 
it by the example of others, and content 
theinCelYes with the fubftitution of rum, 
or brandy, of which they obtain fupplies 
by their barter of skins and furs. In fhort, 
their hunting prccures them all that.they 
want or efire, and thc:r liberty or inde-
pendence i'ipplies to them the place of 

0 thole 
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thole luxuries of life, that arc not well to be 
bad without the facrifict in Come fort of 
it. 

It is more difficult to find an =cure for 
the (hocking cruelties and barbarities, cx-
ereifed by the favages on their unhappy 
captives in war. The inilances, however, 
of their inhumanity, arc certainly not ex-
:grated, nor poffible to be exageratcd, 
but they arc multiplied beyond the limits 
of truth. That they put then their pri-
loners to death by exquifitc tortures, is 
ftrialy true ; but it is as true too, that 
they do not ferve fo many in that manner 
as has been faid. Numbers they five, 
and even incorporate with their own na-
tion, who become as free as, and on a foot-
ing with, the conquerors themfclves. And 
even in that cruelty of theirs, there is at 
the bottom a mixture of piety with their 
vindialvenefs. They imagine themf,:lve., 
bound to revenge the denths of their an- 
ccfl,srs, parcnts, or rektionn, fallen 
in war, upun their er.e:nies, cfpecially of 
that ”.ation hy whom th.y have fallen. It 

is 

99 
in that apprehenflon too, they extend 

their barbarity to young children, and to 
women: to the firft, becaufe they fear 
they may grow up to an age, when they 
will be fure to purfue that revenge of 
which the (pint is early inftilled into 
them ; to the fccond, left they fhould 
produce children, to whom they would, 
from the fame fpirit, be Cure to inculcate 
it. Thus, in a round natural enough, 
their fear begets their cruelty, and their 
cruelty their fear, and fo on, ad infinitum. 
They confider too thefc tortures as mat-
ter of glory to them in the conftancy with 
which they are taught to Cutler them; 
they familiarize to themfelves the idea of 
them, in a manner that redoubles their 
natural courage and ferocity, and efpe-
daily infpires them to fight dcfperately in 
battle, fo as to prefer death to a captivity, 
cf which the confequences are, and may 
be, fo much more cruel to them. Another 
reafon is alio affignable for their carrying 
things to thefe extremities: War is confi-
dered by theft people as fomething very ía- 

Oz crcd, 
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%red, and not lightly to be undertaken; but 
when once fo, to be puthed with the ut-
moll rigor by way of terror, joining its aid 
towards the putting the fpectlica end to it. 
Thc favagc nations imagine fuch examples 
neceary for deterring one another from 
coining to ruptures, or invading one ano-
ther upon flight motives, cfpecially as their 
habitations or villages ufecl to be fo (lightly 
fortified, that they might cafily be fur-
prifed. They have lately indeed learned 
to make ftronger inclofures, or pallifadocs, 
but ftill not futlicient entirely to invalidate 
this argument for their guarding againa 
fudden hoallitics, by the idea of the moil 
cruel revenge they annex to the commif-
fion of them. It is not then, till after the — 
maturea deliberation, and the deepeft de-
bates, that they commonly come to a re-
folution of taking up the hatchet, as they 
call declaring of war ;  after which, there 
arc no excefres to which their rage and fe-
rocity do not incite.  them: Es:On The-ir 
(calling upon the dead bodies of their ene-
mies, after putting them to death with the 

molt 

[10! 

moil excruciating tortures they can devife, 
is rather a point of revenge, than of rclith 
for fuch a banquet. 

That midd all their favagenefs they 
have, however, Come glimmering percep, 
tion cf the laws of nations, is evident from 
the ufe to which they put the calumet, the 
rights of which arc kept inviolate, diro' 
cfpccially the whole northern continent 
of America. It anfwers neareft the idea 
of the olive-branch amongft the antients: 

As to your queftion, Sir, abgut the Eng-
lin: being in the right or wrong, in their 
treatment of the ilcaziians, or defecndants 
of the Europeans fird fettled in Acadia, 
and in their feller= of difperfing them, 
the poir.t is to nice, that I own I dare not 
pronounce either way : but I will candidly 
Itate to vou certain faEts and circumilances, 
which may enable yourfclf to form a to-
lerably clear idea thereon. 

But previoutly I Mall give you a rue-
cinEl defcription of thcfe people: They 
were a mixed breed, that is to fay, molt 
of them proceeded from Marriages, or 

con- 
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together. Consequently they cannot understand how one 
can submit to the indissolubility of macriage. "Dost thou 
not see," they will say to you, "that thou hast no sense ? 
My wife does not get on with me, and I .do not get on with 
her. She will agree well with such a one, who does not 
agree with his own wife. Why dost thou wish that we [398] 
four be unhappy for the rest of our days ?" In a word, they 
hold it as a maxim that each one is free : that one can do 
whatever he wishes : and that it is not sensible to put con-
straint upon men. It is necessary, say they, to live without 
annoyance and disquiet, to be content with that which one 
has, and to endure with constancy the misfortunes of nature, 
because the sun, or he who has made and governs all, orders 
it thus. If some one among them laments, grieves, or is 
angry, this is the only reasoning with which they console 
him. "Tell me, my brother, wilt thou always weep? 
Wilt thou always be angry? Wilt thou come nevermore 
to the dances and the feasts of the Gaspesians ? Wilt thou 
die, indeed, in weeping and [399] in the anger in which thou 
art at present ? " If he who laments and grieves answers him 
no, and says that after some days he will recover his good 
humour and his usual amiability,—" Well, my brother," will 
be said to him, "thou hast no sense ; since thou hast no 
intention to weep nor to be angry always, why dost thou 
not commence immediately to banish all bitterness from thy 
heart, and rejoice thyself with thy fellow-countrymen ?" 
This is enough to restore his usual repose and tranquillity 
to the most afflicted of our Gaspesians. In a word, they rely 
upon liking nothing, and upon not becoming attached to the 
goods of the earth, in order not to be grieved or sad when 
they lose them. They are, [400] as a rule, always joyous, 
without being uneasy as to who will pay their debts. 

They have the fortitude and the resolution to bear bravely 
the misfortunes which are usual and common to all men. 
This greatness of spirit shows grandly in the fatigues of war, 
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hunting, and the fishery, in which they endure th- roughest 
labours with an admirable constancy. They have patience 
enough in their sicknesses to put Christians to confusion. In 
case there is shouting, blustering, singing, and dancing in the 
wigwam, it is very rarely that the sick one complains. He 
is content with that which he is given, and takes without 
repugnance whatever is presented to him, for the purpose of 
[401] restoring him to his original health. Also they endure 
with patience the severest punishments when they are con-
vinced that they have deserved them, and that one has reason 
to be angry against them. They even make considerable 
presents to those who punish them severely for their mis-
behaviour, in order, say they, to remove from the hearts of 
the former all the bitterness caused by the crime of which 
they are guilty. They always allege, as their usual excuse, 
that they had no sense when they had committed such and 
such actions. When they are convinced at length of their 
fault, one may threaten to break their bones with blows of 
clubs, to pierce their bodies with swords, or to break their 
heads with guns, and they present themselves to [4o2] submit 
to these punishments. "Strike me," say they, "and kill me 
if thou wilt; thou art right to be angry, and as for me I am 
wrong to have offended thee."' 

It is not the same, however, when they are ill-treated with-
out cause, for then everything is to be feared from them. 
As they are very vindictive against strangers, they preserve 
resentment for the ill-treatment in their hearts until they are 
entirely avenged for the injury or for the affront which will 
have been wrongly done them. They will even make them-__ 
selves drunk on purpose, or they will pretend to be full with 
brandy, in order to carry out their wicked plan, imagining 
that they will always be amply justified in the crime which 

1  Compare an incidental confirmation of this spirit and speech related by 
our author at page 317 of his book. The spirit is also confirmed by Di6reville 
in his Relation du Voyage du Port Royal (Amsterdam, 1710), 171. 
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:y have committed [403] if they but say to the elders and 
tds of the nation, that they were tipsy, and that they had 
reason or judgment during their drunkenness. 
They do not know what it is, as a rule, to give up 
enterprise which they once have formed, especially if it is 

blic and known to their fellow-countrymen; for they fear 
incur the reproach that would be made to them that they 
I not have heart enough to carry out the design. 
They are so generous and liberal towards one another that 

.ty seem not to have any attachment to the little they 
ssess, for they deprive themselves thereof very willingly 

in very good spirit the very moment when they know 1--[  
a their friends have [404] need of it. It is true that this I 
nerous disposition is undergoing some alteration since the 
ench, through the commerce which they have with them, 
ve gradually accustOmed them to traffic and not to give 
ything for nothing; for, prior to the time when trade came 
:0 use among these people, it was as in the Golden Age, 
d everything was common property among them. 

Hospitality is in such great esteem among our Gaspesians 
at they make almost no distinction between the home-born 
d the stranger. They give lodging equally to the French 
d to the Indians who come from a distance, and to both 
ey distribute generously whatever they have obtained in 
mting and in the fishery, giving themselves little concern if 
e strangers remain among [405] them weeks, months, and 
'en entire years. They are always good-natured to their 
iests, whom, for the time, they consider as belonging to the 
igwam, especially if they understand even a little of the 
aspesian tongue. You will see them supporting their 
latives, the children of their friends, the widows, orphans, 
td old people, without ever expressing any reproach for the 
tpport or the other aid which they give them. It is surely 
cessary to admit that this is a true indication of a good 
tart and a generous soul. Consequently it is truth to say 
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that the injury most felt among them is the reproach that an 
Indian is Medousaoaek,1  that is to say, that he [4.06] is 
stingy. This is why, when one refuses them anything, they 
say scornfully : " Thou art a mean one," or else, "Thou 
likest that ; like it then as much as thou wishest, but thou 
wilt always be stingy and a man without heart." 

- They are nevertheless ungrateful towards the French, 
and they do not, as a rule, give anything for nothing. 

' Their ingratitude reaches even to a point that, after having 
been supported and provided with the necessaries of life 

! in their needs and their necessities, they will demand of 
1 you a compensation for the least service they will render 

you.2  
They are fond of ceremony, and are anxious to be 

accorded some when they come to trade at the French establish-
ments; [407] and it is, consequently, in order to satisfy them 
that sometimes the guns, and even the cannon, are fired on 
their arrival. The leader himself assembles all the canoes 
near his own and ranges them in good order before landing, 
in order to await the salute which is given him, and which all 
the Indians return to the French by the discharge of their 
guns. Sometimes the leader and chiefs are invited for a meal 
in order to show to all the Indians of the nation that they 
are esteemed and honoured. Rather frequently they are 
even given something like a fine coat, in order to distinguish 
them from the commonalty. For such things as this they 
have a particular esteem, especially if the article has been in 
use by the commander of the French. [408] It was, perhaps, 

1  This word is obviously Micmac, and is evidently identical with the word 
given by Rand in his English-Mionac Dictionary (page 253) for "stingy," 
namely, tifercloojclwric. Since, aside from the additional k of our author's form, 
the two words differ practically only in one letter, I infer that the s of Father 
le Clercq's form is a misprint for j. 

2  An example of a closely related trait, the demanding of a great reward 
as a condition of helping the French in distress, is given by our author from 
his personal experience at page 230 of his book. 
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)r this reason that a good old man who loved me tenderly 
as 'never willing to appear in any ceremony, whether public 
- private, except with a cap, a pair of embroidered gloves, 
id a rosary which I had given him. He held my present 
so much esteem that he believed himself something more 

-and than he was, although he was then all that he could be 
nong his people, of which he was still the head man and the 
lief at the age of more than a hundred and fifteen years.' 
his good man gloried in the fact, and boasted everywhere, that 
: was my brother, and said that we were so closely bound 
,gether in friendship that his heart and mine were one and 
e same thing. The affair went even to this extent [409] 
at he wished to accompany me everywhere I went, perhaps 
much' to profit by whatever was given me among the French 
to gratify his friendship. 
The Gaspesians, however, are so sensitive to affronts which' 

e offered them that they sometimes abandon themselves 
despair, and even make attempts upon their lives, in the 

:lief that the insult which has been done them tarnishes the 
mour and the reputation which they have acquired, whether 

00 1 war or in hunting. 
Such were the feelings of a young Indian who, on account 

having received by inadvertence a blow from a broom, given 
a servant who was sweeping the house, imagined that he 

Ight not to survive this imaginary insult [410] which waxed 
eater in his imagination in proportion as he reflected upon 

"What," said he to himself, "to have been turned out 
a manner so shameful, and in presence of so great a 

umber of Indians, my fellow-countrymen, and after that to 
,pear again before their eyes ? Ah, I prefer to die ! What 
all I look like, in the future, when I find myself in the 
tblic assemblies of my nation? And what esteem will there 

for my courage and my valour when there is a question of 

On the probable exaggeration of their age by the Indians, consult an 
lier note under page 230 of this volume. 
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going to war, after having been beaten and chased in con-
fusion by a maid-servant from the establishment of the captain 
of the French. It were much better, once more, that I die." 
In fact he entered into the woods singing certain mournful 
songs [411] which expressed the bitterness of his heart. He 
took and tied to a tree the strap which served him as girdle, 
and began to hang and to strangle himself in earnest. He 
soon lost consciousness, and he would even infallibly have 
lost his life if his own sister had not happened to come by 
chance, but by special good fortune, to the very place where 

per miserable brother was hanging. She cut the strap 
promptly, and after having lamented as dead this man in whom 
she could not see any sign of life, she came to announce this 
sad news to the Indians who were with Monsieur Denys.' 
They went into the woods and brought to the habitation this 
unhappy Gaspesian, who was still breathing [412] though but 
little. I forced open his teeth, and, having made him swallow 
some spoonfuls of brandy, he came to himself, and a little 
later he recovered his original health. 

His brother had formerly hung and strangled himself 
completely, in the Bay of Gaspe, because he was refused by 
a girl whom he loved tenderly, and whom he sought in 
marriage. For, in fact, although our Gaspesians, as we have 
said, live joyously and contentedly, and although they 
sedulously put off; so far as they can, everything which can 

/ trouble them, nevertheless some among them fall occasionally 
into a melancholy so black and so profound that they become 
immersed wholly in a cruel despair, and even make attempts 
[413] upon their own lives. 

The women and the girls are no more exempt than the 
men from this frenzy, and, abandoning themselves wholly to 

1  This incident evidently occurred at Petite Riviere (Barachois), since the 
Monsieur Denys of our author was Pierre Denys, Sieur de la Ronde, whose 
habitation was at that place, not Richard Denys of Miramichi, who is always 
called in this book by his title of Fronsac. 
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grief and sadness caused either by some displeasure they may 
have received, or by the recollection of the death of their 
relatives and friends, they hang and strangle themselves, as 
Formerly did the wives and daughters of the Milesians, whom 
Dnly the apprehension of being exposed wholly nude in the 
public places, according to the law that was made expressly for 
this purpose, kept from committing like cruelties. Nothing, 
however, has been effective up to the present in checking the 
mania of our Gaspesian women, of whom a number would 
miserably end their lives, if, at the time when [4 4] their 
melancholy and despair becomes known through the sad and 
;loomy songs which they sing, and which they make resound 
through the woods in a wholly dolorous manner, some one 
iid not follow them everywhere in order to prevent and to 
Lnticipate the sad effects of their rage and their fury. It is, 
lowever, surprising to see that this melancholy and despair 
)ecome dissipated almost in a moment, and that these people, 
aowever afflicted they seem, instantly check their tears, stop 
:heir sighs, and recover their usual tranquillity, protesting to 
111 those who accompany them, that they have no more bitter-
less in their hearts. " Ndegouche," say they, "apche mou, 
zdadaseou, apche mou ofiahga- [41 5] hi, apche mou kedoukichtone- 
Vicki." "There is my melancholy gone by ; I assure thee 

1  The Micmac roots and modern equivalent of this sentence are fairly 
)lain. The thrice repeated words afiche ynou are without question afich, mean-
ng "again" or "more," and moo, meaning "not.' Ndegouche is evidently 
losely equivalent to Nagooch, meaning "now"; adadaseou evidently includes 
he root ajedasoo, found in the Micmac words for "grief," "melancholy," and 
'sorrow," and perhaps is misprinted from ajarbYreou ofialigahi evidently 
ncludes the root akay, in words for "lament" and "weep" (compare akahie 
)f page 148) ; kedoukichtonebilchi evidently includes kedoo, an inseparable 
nefix meaning "I am about to," and the equivalent of kistooluifti/st, meaning 
'to choke." The entire expression could therefore be literally expressed, 
,o far as its roots are concerned, " Now ! again no melancholy, again no 
amenting, again no intention to hang." But this ignores, of course, all the 

&c., upon which so much of the exact shade of meaning depends. 
k..11 of the above roots are from Rand's Dictionaries, where they may readily 
,e found under their respective headings. 
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Jan 
1984 

Ed. M. 
1974 

Curriculum and Teacher Education, specializing in 
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Friendship Center, Halifax, N.S. 
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1985 
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1970 -7 3 

Evaluator of Title IV Indian Education Project, Boston 
Indian Council, Huntington, MA 

Early Childhood Consultant, Oakland Public Schools, 
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1 9 85. 

"Cognitive Assimilation and Micmac Literacy", Native 
Edpcation in Canada: The Legacy, Vol. L Jean Barman, Yvoone 
Hebert, and Don McCaskill, eds., 1.1BC Press, 1986. 

4 



eloping 
 Experience." "Dinevr1.1aliy_t_10.1 Education_ 

Cultural 

Jean Barman, Yvoone Hebert, and 
1987. 

Integrity: The Mi'krnawey School 
inCanada: The challenge. Vol. IL 
Don McCaskill, eds., LTBC Press, 

"Structural Unemployment: The Mikmaq Experience", 
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Cultural Transmission 
and Survival 

In Contemporary 
Miancic Society  

4 

The study of cultural transmission of a variety of 
cultural systems has made Important contribu• 
lions to understandings of how cultural systems 

survive in light of great adversity. Such is the case 
among the Native American tribal societies, who have 
remained a distinct racial entity 43 well as a distinct 
political entity, despite the hundreds of years of at. 
tempted cultural genocide, segregation. isolation, 
poverty. and coercive assimilation by the federal 
government and dominant society. 

In the face of their adversity. the Native American 
tribal sucieties have developed strong adaptive 
strategies for dealing with their environment and their 
conditions of life, in order to insure not only4heippper• 
sonal survival but their cultural survival as well, This 
has not been merely a natural process of acculturation 
or assimilation that OCCUrs when two systems collide 
and one assumes dominance over the other. These 

Volume 117 Mlifibmr 

Marie Battiste 
• 

naval adaptive strategies are inherently a pars of the 
cultural system of the tribal peoples to meet changes 
in their environment. whether there be a change of 
diet due to the fickleness of nature or the change In 
daily living due to the imposition of another cultural 
system, 

Some Native American societies have had a longer 
contaert with the European nations and have adapted 
to both Christianity and to American or Western 
civilization, while remaining loyal to traditiona,  
beliefs, habits, customs, language and culture. Such 
Is the case among the Micmac peoples of the Maritime 
Provinces of Canada. The annual St. Ann Mission is 
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• 

net only a reaffirmation of their religious beliefs; it is 
an illustration of the adaptive strategies these tAic-
macs acquired in dealing with non-Indian societies. 
and concrete evidence of the way In which Micmac 
CIlltigt is sustained and maintained, 

Historical Considerations 
The Annual assembly of Micmacs of Nova Scotia to 

Chapel Island has been a custom for Is long as can be 
remembered and told. Its roots, however, weir; not in-
itially with Christian ceremony; but rather this 
assembly occurred each year for the purpose of friends 
ship, and treaties for the common good. The Grand 
Council, which Is made up of the chiefs of each band, 
met annually in the summer, and their followers 
jobbed them in assemblage to hear whit had tran-
spired and discussed among the chiefs. Ward, in 

Jesuit Relations. spoke of these councils; 

it la principally In lurnmer that they pay visits and hold 
their state councils: I mean that several qiiaMores.Ornc 
together and consult among themstkes alanut peace and 
war. treaties of friendshIo and treaties fur the cummon goud ,  
Ii is only the sagarnoree,v..ho have a voice in the diseutsian 
and who make the .peeches. unietS there be tome old and 
rn(Kn4Tie,d A fituindiPta. who are like the:r priests. fur they 
retpeet !hero very muck end iis'e them a hearing the same as 
to the sagarnbres... No in these assemblies. if there is some 
neve of importance. as that their neighbors wish to maka 
war upon, then. Or that they hae killed some one, or that 
thrF  rnusi rcnew the A IIIn8.ere., then messengers fly from 
all parts to make up the more generai assembly. that they 
mav avail themselves of all confederates, which they call 
nicamartion, who all generally !hose of the stIfIle language„. 
In these assembliel, so it neral. they resulye u pvn pegim, 
tFLICi. war or nothing at Siard, 11,1O.1 R p. a,• 

These assemblies of Micmacs have served an impor-
tant function for cultural survival and maintenance, 
and despite the Christian overtones of today. the 
assembly Or mission haa not lost Its meaning or value 
to Micmacs. It is an annual ceremony which provides 
many Instrumental linkages sanctioned by the tribe of 
how one becomes and remains a good Micmac,ise 
reinforces the beliefs of the people. not only Itwards 
God but also towards their total culture. It further 
serves to renew kinship ties, allianees. intPoduces new 
allies and new people. makes truces. Rut most of all, 
this event becomes the scene of the transrnission of, 
recuitment to. and maintenance of the Micmac per-
son: it reaffirms one's roots. confirms an identity. and 
develops a common mental experience — a klniti of 
moral communion. . 

a 'A 
The feast of St. Ann occurs annually In the last 

week of July and culminates on Sunday with 3 Wert' 

eral mass performed In open air, followed by a proces-
sion of all those assembled to the place where the first  

missionary priest preached. The ch u rch bell I  
and the people renew the steps taken by their a 
tors for as long As is remembered and told, The 
prior to this Sunday procession. people are arri 
unloading their week's supplies into a boat to 
over to the island. setting up their camps. and 'is 
with relatives and frlendSi 

The island Is secluded from non•1ndlans, since 
located on the reserve, thus breaking all ties 
modern civilization. lliere is no running water 
electricity. no modern European houses. no puc 
only a church, a "gleep" house, which was once 
rectory for priests (now open to all). and i few rots: 
constructed tar paper camps and outhouses. On 
island there are no laws. regulations, policemen. C 
the traditions. customs. and habits adhered to in 
nally by all. Thus St. Ann begins. 

Micmac Social Network 
MiernaC evOlve reiationships according 

patrillneal descent. The father retains prc erty 
gives to his on sttlOae family he brings in. 
daughters move to their husbands' side and prop. 
is shared In common under the husband's 
number. A child born to a family assumes the b; 
number (Indian Act) of the father: at the age of 
teen the child receives a separate number from 
father, which if the child is male. he will have for ; 
The female retains this separate number until 
marries. when she takes her husband's band numb. 

At the annual St. Ann's, the families set up tl 
"camps" around petrlilneal lines. although there r 

be some deviations to this. where the young mars 
girls may choose to live near their father's line and 
move to her husband's family. Each year the can 
are set up in the same location as In the previo 
years. with little actual deviation of spots. 
families live with existing families, until their farrtil 

size requires separate arrangements. When A fan 
member dies. the descendants of the person take o 
the deceased member's location. Usually in these 
rangements. there will be an elder woman who rr.1 
Ages the household and establishes and regularizes'  
contacts made among the people in her camp. Th. 
patterns of regularity provide needed continuities 
the culture. 

The establishment of alliances, renewal of fret 

Ships. and reaffirmation of one's place in this cuttu 
society at St. Ann'‘; provide a reciprocal network 
specific obligations that insure the survival of the ps 
plc These alliances insure a wide range of home ban 
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aSSernaClUOddy woman and child. 

watercolor by F.B. Wright, Webster Col. 
' !action of Pictorial Canadlana, Courtesy 

The New Brunswick Museum. 
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in different locales, where one can expect the generous 
and open hospitality for short or long periods of time. 
depending on the closeness of the relationship. For ex-
ample, as a child I remember that our home was a 

base for many Micmacs who travelled through Maine 
to work in the potato or blueberry fields, or who were 
just passing through on their way to Boston. where 
there is a large off reservation Micmac community. At 
certain times Of the year. Such IS harvest time, our 
home was filled constantly. A person at our doorstep 
was the beginning. If the person was nor known, he or 
she would identify himself in relationship to the 
alliances his family had with my family. Conversations 
would start what reserve the person was from. end 
connections would be made as to who this person was, 
Gradually a whole network of relationships would be 
established. and there would be much talk of how 
everyone was and what news there was from that area. 

Meanwhlie, we prepared food, beds, and whatever 
else was needed for the person for his/her short Or 
lung stay and/or journey. Whenever anyone Cattle to 
our house. there was always food to prepare and other 
amenities in order to provide the best hospitality 

'possible. Such hospitelity would guarantee reciprocal 
arrangements for my family if and when it became 
necessary. Sharing of food and resources were impor-
tant to the survival of the people, and has remained an 
important customs among the Micmac. Hospitality 
always engendered mutual hospitelity and reciprocal 
arrangements when one Will in need. One's home was 
open to all, and an invitation to eat was not necessary. 
A person et your door was sufficient cause to feed and 
provide for the guest. This open hospitality marked 
one as a good person. a good Iv!lernec. 

Reciprocating by being a guest was equally impor-
tant. For example. my  family traveled frequently as 
well, travelling back to the reserve. especially during 
important events. It it especially important to attend 
funerals of deceased friends and relatives to aid the 
spirit in its journey to the land of the souls. After three 
days of the wake, when people stay with the ntrirly 
and the body. a funeral takes place on the fourth day. 
followed by an auction of goods brought by the peel. 
pie. The money is used to defray the costs of the fami-
ly, At these times when we return to the reserve, the 
favors of hospitality would be returned. There was 
never any anxiety of where we would stay or what we 
would eat. In fact there was more discuseion Qt who 
we would visit or Stay with. Usually we had, to ;ay in 
several places in order to give peciettatt opportunity to 
return favors, as AO as to renew friendships, One's 
visit was extremely important. The assemblage and 
visiting done at St, Ann SiMilarly enliblus one to ex. 

tend friendship, favors, and develop alliances 
one cannot travel frequently to all households 
the year, this reunion provides the necessary 
reinforce and maintain those kinship refationsh 

Se Ann mission further provides for the 
nuance of cultural identity. by reinforcing t 
portance of being Micmac. One Important wa 
retain the language. Language Is more than a t 
communication: it is an Important transrnitting 
of the culture. It establishes a common iden 
recognizable identity, that makes Micmacs d.: 
from all others. To them they are the "people 
non.Micmacs are the "others." Language is i 
cant to the Micmac to Identify their set. Perha 
this reason It has remained strong despite the 
dreds of years (approximately SOO years) of c 
with the white man. The Micmacs continue ti 
distinct cultural and linguistic group. as we; 
distinct political group. They maintain their cr 
miss further, by limiting their contact with the 
world to shopping, bingo. hospital and chure 
even in these social situations. Micmacs ger 
avoid intermingling with the non.Inclians. despi 
friendliness shown on both sides. The young NC: 
may have several non-Indian acquaintances. t 
the most part they tend to socialize primarily sell 
another. Young Micmacs may marry non-India, 
accepted practice. though this is not active! 
couraged. Micmac parents still prefer their eh.  
to marry other Mimeos. and they encourage t! 
reinforcing intragroup relationships. The at 
events at Chapel Island provide people with 
alliances and relationships across reserves. whici' 
result in marriage between Micmac people an 
bridging of gaps In social ties. There is a . 
laughter, teasing, and talk that goes with fir.d 
partner at St. Ann. and all unmarried person 
reminded of their single or widowed status. s 
does not contribute to large social networks. Find 
Micmac partner is not only a consideration for thi 
persons involved, for any relationship developed 
be observed and sanctioned by all social network 
volved. Incest is one of the many taboos and tho 
to be bad medicine in the family. Marriage bee 
=Aim can contribute to any number of bad ever 
the family. because of this, and because of the r 
ties in kinship, it is important that one knows w n4 
cousin or relative and who is a potential partner 
Ann's mission serves as an arena for the peop 
develop important relationships and select tc 
priate partners under the watchful and scrutiu 
eye of the tribal community. 
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Indians making baskets, watercolor 
by John Stanton. From the Webster Cot-
faction of Pictorial Canediana. Courtesy 
The New Brunswick Museum. 
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Spirits, Magic, and Fairies 
The titimttlq Ding avangemcnts on tItt is1an0 a; 

St, Ann is never begrudged, for this Is part of the reaf-
firmation of one's roots. Chapel Island has been the 
sacred burial ground of thousands of Mlcmacs. White 
tombs mark some burial spots. although most people 
can identify the ground or area where their close 
relatives were buried. To the Micmacs, this island has 
Many powerful spirits of their ancestors who look after 
their people while they are there. Children are allowed 
to play freely with their peers and siblings around the 
island, without close adult supervision. It is said of the 
island that the spirits are so good. no one need fear 
danger there. They are quick to point out that there 
has never been a drowning there despite the many 
Micmac children and adults who have fallen Into the 
water as a result of fooling around or heavy drinking. 
The world of spirits anctsupernatural magic or power 
is very real to the Micmacs. Many stories have been 
told of the spirits of their ancestors, and it is not 
unlikely that every adult has had some experience 
with the spirits or_can relatt old stories once told to 
them. Despite the churches' attitudes toward these 
"superstitions," their beliefs persist. For example, It 
Is said that when one dies. there usually is a succession 
of deaths that Occur, generally in threes. Their ex• 
periences reaffirm this bcticf. 

While their ideas of God have been greatly modified 
by Christianity, their faith in fairies and magic seems 
unshsken. The islands surrounding Chapel Island are 
said to be inhabited by the Wigguladummooch or the 
Little People, who live in the forests like the Micmac: 
of long ago, The Little People arc legends to some, 
and real life people to others. Some people have seen 
them along the shores early in the morning; others 
have had less direct experiences with the Little People, 

'while at least all have heard of them and continue to 
talk of them. My experience has been less direct. For 
example, my oodShl has seen them, and anothv 
cousin knows of people who have seen them. But there 
is a story of a Micmac woman in Eskasoni eserve 
who looks after the Little People in the winter by set-
ting food out for them on her doorstep, which during 
the night or early morning is taken by the Wig-
goladumooch. I have heard stories of another woman 
who has a moccasin of one of the Little People, and 
another woman who has an intricately braided ribbon.1 
done by the Little People for her bathroben'fb me fhe 
Little People ate real. 

Child Rearing 
ON raring among tho Micmao is casual and 

natural. It is not considered any more than natural 
process of life, so that children are not given any 
special treatment or experiences that will prepare 
them for adulthood. Activities arc adult centered, not 
child centered, and wherever the adults are. there too 
the children will be found, At St. Ann, children are 
everywhere. They are allowed to run free arid explore 
their environment. Only the smallest babies are found 
In the camps with the adults. While babies are given a 
great deal of attention by all, they are still not en-
couraged to be the spotlight. or to intrude on adult 
conversations. Parents give their children a great deal 
of love and Independence. and while on the island 
usually all rules of the household will be relaxed. Bed. 
time will probably OCCur when the adults have had 
enough noise for a day. They put the children to bed. 
and an elder woman will look after all the children 
while all others go out in search of friends and part-
ners. The autonomy given to children is important to 
Micmac survival, All must develop physical strength. 
physical and mental hardiness, and an independence 
which will enable each person to take care of himself 
In case of any adversity. Adulthood and its respon-
sibilities come early to Micmacs. Fifteen years old is 
considered old enough for one to assume control over 
one's self, and It is Around this age that young adults 
begin travels to Maine and Boston in starch of excite. 
ment, employment or change of residences. Usually 
their own personal resources are needed to make these 
journeys. 

Few limits are placed on children, except where 
their safety may be threatened. They are not 
pampered. It is more important for them that they be 
strong In will and body, developing appropriate in-
stincts to incet the challenges of modern society. At 
they approach adulthood, they cannot depend on 
others for those instincts; they must be natural 
responses. Furthermore, each person must assume 
total responsibility for those instincts and accept the 
consequences of those decisions. Evan an untimely 
pregnancy demands that the girl assume responsibili-
ty for her child. She may move back into an extended 
family network, but her child is hers to look after 
financially and physically. In some eases she may be 
absolved of physical responsibility if she contributes 
financially for her child. 

. v,.o•.,ik,..••-• • • or - • • • • a. ..—.2•-•••••-.;••••• 

8 8 
r111 di ail f r 



New Brunswick Indians going to dIana. Courtesy The New Brusnwick 
market, watercolor by John Stanton, Museum, 
Webster Collection of Pictorial Cana. 

A poatcarcl titled "Indians on the 
Re9eNatiOn near Fredericton. N,B,, 
showing five Indians near a riverbank, 
Courtesy The New SIOSWiCK Museum. 
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Micmac woman, pastel, Webster Col-
iegtion of Pictorial Canadiaria, Courtesy 
The New Brunawidk Museum, 

Individual autonomy is also important to the stir 
vival of the people. The ability to take care of one',  
self physically and financially Is highly valued. Sinct 
motley and jobs are SCAINC on the mem, CgrigtIt 
be a dependent in an extended family for long. for one 
must earn his own money, look after one's own needs. 
and help the extended family to the extent posstble. 
Since the famillet are usually in need of money, many 
"boarders" will be taken in to support the family. 
While I was growing up, there were many uncles. 
aunts. cousins and relatives who helped contribute to 
the family Income by working and sharing their 
resources. Sharing of food and resources is carried 
over to St. Ann, where all relativei In one social net-
work contribute to the central food supplies. for this is 
usually all that is needed to support the families while 
on the island. 

Social Control 

Indian reserves In Canada are distinct territorial 
boundaries, where local provincial laws do not apply, 
Likewise. Provincial law enforcement is not applicable 
on Indian reserves, Without this form of social con• 
trol. the tribal community must have its own inner 
social control mechanisms to insure some order in 
their lives and in their communities. While there ;ire 
currently Indian constables hired by the Indians 
themselves, this alone does not assure the order and 
stability of the group. 

Among the Micmac. gossip may he the greateit 
form of social control. Since the people's central soctal 
life and entertainment is based on visiting one 
another. where the center uf the talk is upon people 
and human relationships. no one person is exempt 
from gossip, which is not necessarily entirely 
malicious, just constant. In the long hours of social 
contacts. all behaviors of all people known within the 
social network will be related with the greatest of 
detail and expression. All that transpires on and off 
dm reserve. even as far away us Boston. will be 
discussed, In these discussions. families will gain 
honor, respect. prestige. or disgrace and shame 
through the actions of their family. Hence it is 
necessary to keep one's own in line. Scolding and 
reproach by the heads of families is the key to social 
control. and in more drastic conditions a person mas; 
be asked to leave the household and not return. in 
some casts the offender may "run away" to the states 
or back to Canada. to avoid reproach and scolding by 
dielara in the community as well as by local authorities. 
If one does wrong. he is nor allowed to forget what he 
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has done for a long time. though gradually one will be 
allowed to return to the social network. Shunning by 
community people is considered a drastic reieasure. 
reserved for only the most serious offences, but in a 
communIty that depends On large social networks, 
alliances, visiting, and friendship with favors, this 
social control mechanism is quite powerful. 

Power and Prestige 
Over the hundreds of years of contact with the white 

man. the role of women has changed very little. They 
are still the social regulators, forming the stability and 
core of the tribe. They take care of the household and 
the children. giving support and stability to the family 
and their alliances, However, the role of men has 
changed significantly in Micmac society. He is no 
longer the sole physical survival agent; he no longer 
needs to hunt. fish, and gather food for the family. He 
does not even need to work, but only to augment what 
is already obtained by the family. since the govern-
ment provides annuities to the family for children, He 
Is not necessarily the disciplinarian of the family 
either, although his position is used as a threat to 
children who go ourof line. The changing roles of men 
may be the underlying cause of alcoholism that is 
rampant among the Micmac men. While there are 
also women alcoholics, there are fewer numbers of 
these since chere is a constant threat that alcoholic 
families will lose their children to the government if 
both are irresponsible. 

As a result of the changes that have occurred in 
their society, new roles and honoring practices have 
developed. A mart who causes no trouble, stays sober 
for the most part. works steadily in or outside of the 
reserve, and looks after his family. is accorded respect 
and prestige. These are the decision makers. potential 
chiefs and councilmen of the tribal community. The 
eiders provide a vital link to their ancestors and are 
accorded the respect of all. They are called "Uncle" 
or -Aunt" in the nativelanguage. showing respect for 
their tribal soul. The feast of St. Ann provides a tirnd' 
for the tribal community to honor these men, and the 
elders who have done well for the Micmac people, 
There is a natural hierarchy In the procession, which 
signifies their world views. The statue of St. Ann is led 
from the church. supported by selected respected 
men in the community. Some men are seleCted to 
-police-  the crowd, to make way for the procession. 
While physical strength is one criterion imavant woo I 
carry the heavy statue, one is honored by being 
selected as part of this group of men. These men 
carrying the statue lead the procession, followed by 
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Micmac woman with child in baby 
carrier and baskets. watercolor. From 
Webster Collection of Pictorial Cana-
dians. Courtesy The New grUnSWick 
Museum. 
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the priests of each reserve in their Christian dress. the 
chiefs in tribal regalia. and the elders who sing the 
traditional songs honoring St. Ann. Following them 

are y0Uni 
children dressed in white. These are 

children ho have made their fktst communivn in that 
year. Following them are the whole assembly of We - 
macs who have come to the mission. This hlerarehial 
arrangement gives respect and honor to those they feel 
are important to their culture. The tribal warriors,  the 

spiritual leaders, the elders, and the children, are im-
portant people who maintain linkages with their past 

and have a special function. role. and importance to 
the stability, maintenance, and continuance of the 
Micmac culture. 

Conclusion 

In a time when other Indian tribes across Canada 
and the United States are in such diverse states of 
transition and adaptation, questions arise regarding 
how a tribal culture will survive. Sometimes there is a 
question of whether ttey will suryive at all. But little is 
known of the tribal soul that stands resilient in times 
of great adversity. What we do know is that some tri• 

hal cultures have stood the impact of western 
:on and and have adapted to the outward forms of Chris- 
tianity and western civilization. while not losing the 
essence of traditional tribalism. Such is the case 
among the Micmac people. For tribes whose contact 
with white civilization has been only a couple of hurl.  

dred years. it is important for them to look at those 
tribes which have been faced with white contact for a 
period of approximately five hundred years. The 
adaptive strategies that they have developed are im. 

?OrWit tO their survival, not just a individual but tt 

4 cultural and political entity. Despite tha fact that 
the Micmac reserves appear at first glance to be lc. 
culturated into modern society having cars, houses. 
furniture, clothing, and religion similar to their white 
neighbors, they have not truly assimilated into white 
society. They are distinct cultural and linguistic en. 
tities who have survived the torture, rigors. and 
challenges of Christianity and civilization. while re-
maining loyal to their tradition& customs. traditions.,  

language. beliefs. Awes and attitudes. The events 

surrounding the feast of St. Ann is only one example 
of how this is done. 
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