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Nova Scotia 

Nova Scotia 
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Drawer 1004 
Dartmouth, Nova Scotia 
B2Y 3Z9 

902 469-7500 

March 25, 1987 

I certify the foregoing to be a true copy of the 
medical records of: 

John Louis PRATICO 

at the Nova Scotia Hospital. 

Diane E. Calder 
Director of Medical Records 
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PAT2_07 ADMISSIONt December 12, 1972 

DATI OF DISCHARO2k January 231  1973 

12UUMUCEIMISM, Pull Discharge 

STATUS! Certified 

f us 
#111L. NATIO°, Josii wine 

: ApRESSL 212 Hour/ Street BY6311071 W. S. 

72-034#1' 

*IL 17 
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IST3B4IT'8  N/A 
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This seventeen year old boy from Cape Breton, was admitted 
for the third time on December 12, 1972 as a certified patient. He 
was referred from the Cape Breton Mental Hospital primarily for behavior 
problems. He was first admitted to this hospital in October, 1971 with 
a diagnosis of Acute Adolescence Situational Reaction and Sohisophrenia 
and war referred to the local mental health centre for further follow 
A month later, he was again re—admitted until March, 1972 and discharged  
to the Cape Breton Mental Hospital. At that time, he was diagnosed as 
Sohisophrenia. Re remained at the Cape Breton Hospital until June 13, 
1972 after he began to settle down considerably on psychotropic medications. 
Since he was out of the hospital, John said that he wasn't doing badly, 
but kept on drinking, and this was three to four months after he got out 
of the Cape Breton- ospital. 

99SEELZS 3  HORngi 
On admission, he was quite overactive, but spoke spontaneously,- _ 

coherent, relevant with no evidence of thought disorder. He admits to 
having a bad temper, especially when he is drinking. He was continued 
on Chlorpromazine, 100 mgs. t.i.d., and then increased to 150 mgs. t.i.d1 ' 
along with Trillexyphenidyl, 2 mge. o.d. He responded quite well on this 
dosage of the medication and continued to function fairly well . to such.. 
Then he was recommended for a transfer to the Cape Breton Mental Hospital 
Since I foUfid v-ton his previous admissionetheappatient was presented at 
the unit conference and was felt that he couldnunction outside of 
hospital. When this was carried out, the patient refused, to return to.  
the municipal hoepital, So arrangeLents were made to 4'74401 th010; 
situation with the father. Dr. Donovan agreed to ret40:0444 1,4%**14k*t 
:in care of the father 40 it was found that things WhOPIP,With2thelathi 
se4444 to WO imPrOved over the past year. It was.440,110OWSP40,. 
he should In fo4fwed:up:at the Cape Breton xento1 .Ke3t4 

J ptemiARGA i9s#4911  
Pilromlity Disorder ixploeive 
Borderline meltai Deficiency 

• 



- . . • 
. 7 • 

- 

s 

•••'9•.'s. 
,  

' 

-• ••-• • • *'; 
..•&•4.1r 

, 0V 

' 

—2— 

COntinU,d0 000.,  
: 

Ow 

7,--̀ -'77NDAT IONS _ . 
To continue Chlorpromasine, 150 age. t4.4. and Trihexyphenik.  

2 ngs. 
Follow up at the Cape Brston Mental Health Clinio by Dr. 

C. Donovan and family physioant  Dr. A. Guam. 
. - 

- 

, • . 
•• ' • • 

- "..; • s- • 
-5eSjSflSS .5 ••• • •'• .** 

- • . 

- $ign.d 
- 

• 
••) • ..r 

- r • '21 - s-• t • •15 • 

Copies Too' , • .„ • . ", • 

Cape Breton Mental Clinio . • 
Cape Breton Health Unit ' - z.; - 
Dr. A. Guam . .• , ••• 
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It has been found necessary to trafer _Jo/y1 Lewis PRAT/C0 '-;  -,.-4. ;,......... ....... .,,.., , ...;,,_ , . 
Olase el Palieta '" • 4. -.:, 

the Cap Bre ton lk s °ital.  to the Nova Hospital frozn. e - - . . 
. Mope sf Lead Rdsphat, -., •, ,,,,,.. .eL. -; . 
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Authorisation fqp Dental Treatnont  
Authorisation is hereby granted to perform such dental 

treatment as is deemed necessary on _4 Prole°  
iont's Name) to render him/her dentally fit while a patient - 
the Nova Scotia Hospital, 

Doc. 12, 1972_ 

NOVA acqukjicepITAii  

" I hereby authorise the physician or phystciin 
of ilphn)ratic9 (Patient's Name) to 
any truktment or to administer such anaesthetic lr 
such operation as may be deemed necessary or advise 
diagnosis and treatment of this patient. 

Authorisation is hereby granted to release to my family 
doctor and/or appropriate agencies such information as may be, 
deemed necessary, subject to the discretion of the Responsible 

,...$4dical Officer. 

tDATS: De
c. 12, 1

91
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(11yrkiiod Doe. tfl) 
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IS/ChikTRIC 9UK1rf=iDecembOr'llt.19721 
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"• 1 ' 'Tis 17 Year'old'male from Cape Breton-, Was admitted for 
fl 

the third time 'In)0.  December 12, 1972 as a Certified patient. He 
Vas reger,reek'frparthe Cape'treton Mental Hospital primarily for. 
behavior problems. He was there tor a few days and calmed doiiiC - 
slightly, on Chlorpromazine 100 mgs.,' Trihexyphenidyl 2 mgs., : ..,i. 

both t.i:d, ad Valium 50 nigs;'IM 0.r.n.' His first admission to--,. 
this hospital was from August - Ootober, 1971bicause of the history 
of anxiety and paranoid ideation along with occasional hallucinatio 
Howes treated with chemotherapy and all other Modalities of there 
on the 8.79. programme. He was referred to the local - Mental Heath ' 

-Centro for further follow-up at this time... Dischage diagnosis at 

1 

 that time was Acute Adolescent Situational Reaction and Schisophren 
He was again re-admitteda month later until March, •1972 and.disch 
to the Cape Breton Mental Hospital. At that time he was extremely 
jumpy, jittery and hyperactive. Re functioned only marginally on 
the adolescent programme, treated with large doses of phenothiasine 
presented at the Unit Conference and was felt that he could not 
function outside of hospital. Discharge diagnosis 'at that time 
was schisophrenia;'-.He remained at the Cape Breton Mental 'Hospital 
until June 13, 1972 after he had settled'down considerably on 
Thioridasine 200 mgs4 Trifluoperasine'S Mgs:,'Benstropine Mesylate 
2 rags" all t.i.d. with jtIn weekly injections of Fluoperasine, 1,c 
to the care of his father. 

On my interview the patient stated that his problem was 
I mostly his nerves. "I get jumpy quick. Sometimes when I go home . : 

my sister will argue and I lose my temper." Hell was able to recall 
how many times he was in this hospital and whogs doctor was at the 
tine.--.0inOlkib,s,i41,91ats.of the hospital, he riid,he ween't doing 
badly but kept on ,drinking and this was 'three tO1,0*:10011,tnallte«.* 
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know wt* 
'occurred *nova week end this vu MbSA . .7,X-J*194: ' 5  " 
I start drinking. , '':.---:>.,,-.4'.-!!,t- ;,. 

Mental Status, *Os lo appropriately dre.eiid but iØilà. 
and oomforta)0141 with the intervt0100 0%* tiOti ii ,, si: 
spontaneously, coherent and relevant with DO 41,14401500,4,r-: _ 
disorder. Affect is appropriate, not depressed. Veep ond 
were not *paired. No hallucinations And when.  I inquired about 
ilidstionsftt was gathered from his referral paper that the patient 
was expressing frank delusions about everybody at home, he said that 
his sister often argued with his which mode his med. While he was 
in the hospital recently he said that eme goy piked on one of the 
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retarded kids in the hospital .so' he protacted,-,t -kii his -- by • fighting.,:,.. 

..',;•Z: with this guy. Sensorivia - He "iii-
OrieW.ted • lie-three- 'OverallHis-.4"- 

':-••1•,':•••4., 1,0111014/ -  is. . grossly,  intett.-•::, Insighk,14f.7)Int. iff$, **ryes's-  that's all.' 

. , .. . . •. , ,...... ,... .._ .. ,-:,-. -•••••,•.- ..--.-:.i.: 4, 
v. -;.:- • 

!impression* :.•Birice .  the .patient, aim rinto.,.. the- hospital Wiltgr.'.-:-,  05Lt 

continued ow Chlotprcessine 100 rigs.. -t3-01.;0....•Trihexyphenidyl  

t. j. and .hasn't shownr.any..problAumbother. than .his biking 'quite ......,.. -...:1  

overactive. • Bs was dOciali sins -Kell, qopperatiwe and belRfu.1; Ana...„.., -.  

there Was no problem • in nanagessint4 ,-  - I. do.• not see this boy, esp.., - - 
:pi4chotia; at the..present tine belt-, WO 'Via: observe hist fUrti*or IC

I  • ,:. 

- ites increase in his minliostienit.._,._Akfter .he settles, 'dawn:v. 

wi.th-:' . therapy i we .Will; refer hi* back.. to the. Cnpe . Hreton :Manta 
Hospital41 have-the:Suspicion that this bey, 'is of „lolly Pit.O.A1-1.40MP 
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c - ....,•--1. ,. (2) .2'er ftrthsr • ebservati,en . if laiidications twee • til ..Ale.;•,  

--.• • inoreased• further.4 • - - ..• -- - • ' - -,: • •-.• ,.7 ...c - .r. % ' •••:-:r7.4, ,I.1;,:it*.i 

r-• - (31 To 'participate in ward activities.. • ...,., • 7. / • •  
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. v J04 Ifell transferred and confined to 0-4 after he tried 
to elope with two girls.,-, Since then, he has been cooperative and 
helpful and showed no problems on the ward wcept his being over-
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'wows NOT! — January 23, 1971 
JOUA is being discharged today to the care of his fathe 

Be was initially recommended for transfer to Cape Breton Hospital, 
which was approved, but after Mrs. Pelletier had talked to him about 
this arrangement, John was not happy returning to the Cape Breton 
Municipal Hospital. Cape Breton Mental Health Clinic was then 
contacted for evaluation of the home situation with the father in 
having John returned to his father. ..se Dr. Donavan agreed to have 
him 4.eturn to his home with his father since things seemed to have 
improved over the past year. Dr. Donavan also agreed to follow 
up this patient. 

February 14, 1973 
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23, 1973,' en rout* to in Sydney.-:." BC, 

USA looking forward to going hamS; and seems ,to have .: 
'yaiogressed very 'well here on this tdmiision. Ho was 
Aertainlf 11'.  lot lees aggressive this time. 

.‘ John had Wien referred for adlissien.. 
to Cape Breton Countu Hospital. However, he did itiot-.11ke., 
the idea and claimed that he hag. teen living at hate With ; 
his father and that this is where he wanted to go; - Jahn-,27_: 
believed that life with father was fairly healthy*  
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This patient was transferred to this bosnital from the Nova Scotia. - , 
Hospital on Harch 29, 1972 attar he Weis treated for his sohisophrenio ,,•?• 
illness. He vas discharged froa this hospital on AIM 131  1972 after he, ' 
had nettled down ooncidernbly on Thioridasine 200 ags., Trifluoperasine •• 
5 ago. Senstropine Xsaylatc 2 sp.; all t.i.d. with I/X isloehlY 12,10otione ,; 
of Yluoperasine 1 e.o., to the oar, of his father. ' 

On the evening of Deeenber 7, 1972, he was brought to tbs hospital 
by the polio, when ha was shouting, aggressive, restless and tatlanageable.: • 
On the ward, be startod hitting the patients without any reason and was -• 
exoressing frank delusions against everybody at home. In addition, he was 
drinking liquor; almost anything he could get, inaluding shaving lotion, etc*  
I. also has some family problems,— his father is living with swath's women ' 
and his 'atsr is living with another man and than is nobody at hone to 
identify with. He has no work record and then are sone financial hardship. ' 
as well. He is more of a behaviour problea than anything she. fie has 
down slightly on the following medications Chlorpromemina 100 ago., 
Tribezyphenydyl 2 age. both tli.d. with Valium 50 age. , 

ft. Thank you you very much fee aocepting this patient. 
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' , PROVINCE CY NOVA SCOTIA 

DEPARTMENT OP PUBLIC MIA= 
I REHABILITATION SERVICES 

, 
I hereby authorise the Medias]. ConsUltantiCto the Departmen 

Public Welfare to examine any or all of my medical records. 

I also authorise any doctor or hospital who exaMined or 
treated me as a patient to release copies of lir medioel records 
or reports to the Department of Public Welfare. 

' 
It is understood that such re03rds or reports concerning wy medical condition will be treated as confidentially as possiblw,, 

Lad will be used for the purpose of rehabilitation planning determining wr 
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Social !emit's Ds tisont 
Nava Scotia Hospi 1 
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Sydney. •••;' ,!•••:-#4 .• 

-• • 

.. , •-. • f••••! . - 
•o 4`.? 

:i . i • 

• 

. 
• 'i 

01•••• 
7,•N 

' ' • • .41: -NA. -% 

'Thank you tar your letter abcut'4the..captionally named who is :.•,..„.,:.:., 
prasantlyin your hospital. -.. i, 40/ A -1 te:‘,.,,, ,,,,;. -.....,,, - ... , ..c. ,-•. ,..,;(',, ..,: .?/: ..-: _ . -- - , 
I feikl that it would be all right for.: htia...!to return iollis hose . 2 . 
with his father. Things seem to have improved over .tha past. year. 

. Re stopped coning to see us at the clinic following ail. altercation 
he had with us about having to - pay for his drugs. It, was a paranoid 

- misunderstanding but it wculd -be helpful if prior to,.discharge 
It would be pointed out to him that since he will. sooa be le and 
in g,,calpt of Provincial Social Assistance he will be ctod 
to pay for his drugs at the elinic. Me spll that at4oUt a 
.stAth of the cost.. ,7 J.,,.. 
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 to dLscloc.) any information pertinent to 

P13 PUMA Mb SOLT MC= TO Wt. 11. 13411131i. 

•• ..•• eINKOVNINIedr Iena ela  efteee... IMO 

-,4, AiwkitiviWisitallailuratery %A:W.1r. te' *4  0 00•7..r 'lel' + ,->e' freire4"0  .''' Atte,VikegiAlt.)4yzo 
4 110.4•0 144•44siost liebNevi.he io•itioeue  

A  'to44 howdy MO . 7.? - 3.3-ver • 

J. 
holiktlel lim 

, pliek Comp‘olle. 14:10.  
THE PIK/MOM. HOSPITAL 

, 

L'HOPITAL PHOVINCIAI. 
WPM WON. KA 

IMINISPINIA %PM 

In I  SOSe 

Nun Seeds OlosPillol 
Pteaseat Stile% 
P.O. Sae 1001, 

3211 

DIM Sector 
Patient's Wave 

• 

Address oa F: or nk  ir I, P7 , 
lirtbdate  

Father's name VNnt,Ct . 

The above mentioned patient statos that he/she was treated in your 

(1. -177ital, in  for t• ‘A,  

'Ad you kindly send us a.summary of your findings. 

Yours very truly, 



IN-RATIBM 

gAalaglai 71-03131  
11111k2-411011211  Ma=, 1971 

ain..9Lianigill WM 19, 1971 

'a 
Dr. P.K. John, 11.3.3.1., 
Senior Psyohiatrist. 

10,1 Oopy of Psychlatrie Survey sent eith patient, ' 

iliszmisieLltalaUriatIND 

.(1.P.(0) 

4'44  A64: 
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45  ROTA 800TIA B087ItAL 
DAATNOUTI. LB.  
ra KUM UM? 

JP ?2-e3rfiff 

I1 14  
ilUMIUMIP NA MEMBIEME112 PULL DISORAR01 TRANS. 

TO CAPS BRITON COUNTY anal CIRIVISD NOSP1TAL 

allo TOMO% Ma L. 

l  am SWIM el. 
WNW, ,IS 

This patient has had two admissions to the Nova 
' Bootie Hospital for treatment of sohisophrenia. On admission be 
was extremely jumpy, jittery sad hyperactive. 

While in hospital patient functioned only margi-
aeliy on the adolescent programme and was treated with largo doses 
of pheaothiasines. He was presented at our Unit Conference on 
February 24, 1972 and at that time it was felt that he could not 
tenotion outside of hospital. It was therefore reocemended that 
he be transferred to a Municipal Mental Hospital. 

ephisoPknaia• 
s At ;resent patient is receiving Mellaril 200 so. 

4 4 
.
1 5 mdm. t.i.d. and °spotlit 2 ngn. t.i.d. 

Be is being transferred to the Cape Breton County 
Mespital and should oentinue on the above metiostion. 
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I hereby authorise the physician or physicians in 
charge John Pratico (Patient°. Name) to administer 
any treatment or to administer such anaesthetic or to perform such 
operationa as may be deemed necessary or advisable in the diagnosis 
and treatment of this patient. 

DATE: Nov. 29, 1971 SIGNED 

RELATIONSHIP TO P4TIENT: 

varrarg==ervargrair-o-- 
by the patient, or by the nearest 
relative in the case of a minor, or 
'then patient ip mentally incoqp0entt  

AmthorisatVn for Relpage V.,Informatlog 

Authorisation is hereby granted to release to my family 
doctor and/or appropriate agencies such information as may be deemed 
necessary, subject to the discretion of the Responsible Medical Officer 

'y 
(Patient) 

OR:  
(nOM'Oet 

\\ t 

DATE: SIGNED: " Nov. 29, 1971 

RELATICNSHIP TO PATIENT, 

• 

T' 
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this patteg% war in lib, Nova 'Scotia Hospital; Adolescent 
Program, from 25/5/71 to 25/10/71 with the diagnomii of schisophre 

was discharged on Chlorpromazine 200 mg. q.i.d. and referred to 

tyr4s at 
payttliatTist.' hte'been doing poorly during the last 

iCthe doctof has requested a readmission. zwir 

liarELZIERELLUMW:  
It would appaar that John has not been taking his medication 

and not keeping his appointments with Dr. Donovan, He has been 
having quite a foe battles with his mother and it appears that the 
have also been threats at each other. Ths situation became rapidly 
out of control. Mother approached ;he family doctor who certified 
his and returned his to the hospital. 

JAT ItarCai _FAULT HISTORT: 

This is availablo in his previous records and will not 
be repeated. • 

SIPTAL 8TATU3 /gAMNATIORt 
This shows a very hyporactivo,_jumpy, jittery male who is 

walking around rapidly from end to end of the ward. It is diffisul 
to reason with htk or carry on an organized conversation with his 
becauss he is argumentative and somewhat hostile. Ho seams to be 
also putting on quit* a dramatic show to impress the staff and thq 
patietts. ns made statements that he does tot moo to Do in ho i 
Re uqes vulgarities lavishly. He genii be in good_oostact wi 

ralt+k  his sonsorium a ars normal. he shows no hilloriOmta 
lor bal neinations. be says the main reason wh. le int 000116 to be 0 aro There Si no evidence:  

illert gtilgshisTIM. WV.  "Linladttgtaga Aa a 
ail 

tick on Mr Wk. e *tato, that his mother:- 
* ara mount or drinking, moitly rum ono. wine, ar its towards him. Ha says that he has b 

,lbe trial of the Indian boylebout which be vas 
admissionsis over with. The man was apparently 
to Dort:baster. John himself was a witness at the 

il1A0,04TIC 40101". LOVTAGATIONA TRILOWIT PURI 
This thou would appear to be s rather hyperactive and some— 

what hostile youag man who was previously admitted with a di is 
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John doesn't attend- the de artment but does have 
lacement ob he e o ver such. Before he Was an work 

sent he managed to start at least one argukent Whenever he 
lead' 

c_. 

to the department. He constantly asked staff to give or 
lenci ..h.13 something, or do smoothing for his that he know we aidn'Irdolor 

the others. BO has a habit of forcibly restraining 
othitriiktipttE 

(over nothing), and because of this and his bad language, 

ire worried about taking his places where he will be 
with itiangmas 

who don't know his and how explosive he can be. 

When in the department his concentration 
am-e•Ordliii4a+ 

are both so bad that he tries all the time to get others•-ti011oerk:;1 

for his. Be teases the others but the general attitude sopeas

be that he can-do it but.it better not happen to.hi..- 
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111412QAMMICALIMELMI 
I hereby' authorise the Medical Consultants to the Department 

of Public Welfare to examine any or all of my medical records. 

I also authorise any doctor or hospital who examined or 
treated me as • patient to raison copies of my medical recArds 
or reports to the Department of Publio Welfare. 

It Is understood that such records or reports concerning ' L 

wy medioal condition will be treated as confidentially as possible 
and will be used for the purpose of rehabilitation planning 
determining wr 

• ..e 
(Signature 

(address) 

4141111are 

, , 

0009•40•0• 0 

(Witness) , 

Date is noopitol 

Date  
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L. Jobs, M.D. 
Adolescent Mart 
Adele:::
Mova %14 oepitil 
Demtuouth, 1.00 
Dear Doetai Jobs 

*.o''. • 

. $as John Practise 
Bentinok Street 

jvdnav, Lk&  

On visiting the above patient's residence)  which is sub.4tindard.'.  
I learned that his ants are separated and the patient lives with 
his mother and sister)  age five years. Mrs. hectic° appears 
to be unstable and may tend to be vindictive against John because of 
past closeness with his father. This closeness apparently ended whcn . 
his father went to live with. another woman who would not alley John 
to live with then. This situation vas related to me by Family Court 
ease worker )  Mr. Stanley Rippe. 

Jokn's twin sister lives with Mr. hectic) and his aommon4ar 
wife, sat of necessity. John apparently has beaten and threatened h!r... 

Mrs. Practise states that John often sat at the table and erie 
. "Manse of pains in his head and had episodes where be shouted and 
weaned at her. Om one eeoaslon in the past he attempted suicide. 

_ . la eenelasims)  I feel the pressure brought'on by an.ensatisfaot,.. 
-Velationship with his mother plus • recent murder triti)  In which 
Vas a key lathiest  :way be more than he could cope with)  as he stoppe 
taking his medications and apparently started drink/mg.—Ibis titeation 

Asey have emspounded his frustratinnszand fears sad threat•ensdAls 
pother's life and vas returned to the hospital. 

. • . • • .,•,. 
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 The Fully Court oase worker, Sr. Stanley Debi asit 
lea, Doctor Masa awe  fed that Mrs. Presidia Ai 

. thssitul 

Mt unable to Ws John a hose elnosphem WO - • 
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his futnre mental health. Apparently, Mrs. Praotieo has refused 
perecnai help for herself. 

John did attend the Cape Breton Mental Health Clinic and 
Woe Doctor DOU&OVin on give you sore information re John. 

Tours sincerely, 

4 
Marion Stewart, 1.11. 
public Health Nurse 
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NO9 SCOTIA HOSPITAL '.'.  

lutherisatlon,ar 494; Dn4hr Pggical TrgATent!  . , 

I hereby authorise the physician or physicians in ' 
I 

'charge of John Pratico (Patients Name) to administer 

any treatment or to adminfster such anaesthetic or to perform euoh 
cperatione as may be deemed necessary or advisable in 

the diagnosis 

and treatment of this patient. 
i , , 

DATE:' 
Aug. 25, 1971 SIGNED: 

RELATIONSHIP TO PATIENT: 7;?tecA-- 

Meth authorisations must be signed 
by the patient, or by the nearest 
relative in the case of a minor, or 
when patient is mentally incompetenIA 

Authorisation fgr Release of Information 

Authorisation is hereby granted to release to my family 
doctor and/or appropriate agencies such information as may be deemed 
necessary, subject te the discretion of the Responsible Medical Officer. 

DATE: Aug. 25, 1971 SIGNED: 

 

(Patient) 

OR:  X rilkt.,t1442  
(Nears 

„ • • 

RELATIONSHIP TO PATIENT 
• 

(Patient) / 
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I, the undersigned, make application for admission to 

the Nova Scotia Hospital as 4 Voluntary Patient. I agree to 

ide by the rule; and regulations of the Institution. 

I also agree to give the Medical Offices in charge three 

days notice in writing of my desire or inta'ntion to leave the 

:Hospital. 

DARTMOUTH. N. IL 
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PRATICO, John L. 

71-02158 

Nen Wads 114./al 
CLINICAL ROOM 

1 

53 

kanTAK ROT -, AUOUST 311  1471s  • 

This 16 year old boy was admitted from Sydney as a volun-
tary patient on a referral from Dr..0aum. Information was meagre. 
However, the situation was clarified 'by an int‘rview with John and 
his mother. It would appear that this boy was nervous and high strun  
NW several months prior to his arrival here. He was looked after by 
a local psychiatrist in Sydney Mental Health Centre. He was treated 
essentially' with medication. More recently the situation became un-
manageable and the family approached Dr. Guam who referred him hero 
However, I note that no previous arrangement was made for his adm-
ission and he came as a surprise to us when the family arrived here. 

• 
MISTORY or PRE;54: iLwass 

• 
The boy comes from a very disturbed family. Parents have 

been split up. Mother has a serious drinking problem. Father has 
been known to be violent towards his wife and children. He is living 
or going withAnother woman now. John is one of a pair of twins .The 
other one is a girl. She lives with her father now. John has a great 
deal of difficulty getting along with this twin sister. He also gets 
into quite difficult aituations with his own mother. Mother claims 
that John has been violent physically at times towards her but he 
states that this is because of her drinking and inability to keep 
the house and inability to provide meals, 

'AST laiiTORY & FAMILY HiSTQBIs  
The father left about years ago. There were repeated 

arguements between the parents. The twin girl lives with the father 
in Whitney and there is a young child in the family who John claims 
is from another man with whom his mother was going. 

NECALATATIBLEAMAIlias  
; This shows a very anxious, jumpy, jittery 16 year old boyo 

He seem to be quite frightened and scared and qtite happy to be in 
the hospital. He stated that on top of all his problems he has got 
himself into a tight spot by witnessing a murder in the park not tos 
long ago. He is one of the only 2 witnesses in this murder trial an0 
there have been some threats on his life. This has not made matters 
easy for him. He has also stated that there are some racial ovsrtcni  
in this murder trial because the boy wbo was murdered was a negro 
lad and the murderer (alleged) was an Indian boy. It seems that the 
whole Indian Tribe in the local area considers him as an enemy and 

2 
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PRATICO, John L. fr, 

71-02158 

would like to liquidate him. John, in addition, seems to have had 
hallucinatory experiences. He hears voices and he sees flashes of 
light. He denies a history of drug abuse. There is no other overt 
dysfunction of thinking or thought processes other than hallucinations. 
Whether he is somewhat paranoid about his fears of his own life is not 
quite clear at the present time. .Judgement and reality testing are imo 
pared at an operational 14vel. 

This Would appear to be a 16 year old boy who seems to have 
tome kind of an acute situational reaction. However, the presence at 
-vague bizarre symptoms for d number of months, thepresenoe of ball-
ucinations, and tho possibility of paranoid ideation, also points the 
'finger towards a diagrosis of adolescent schizophrenia. Diagnosis 
will be clarified by further observation on S-3. In the meantime be 
will take part in all treatment on this ward and - he will also be. tibool 
ated with a heavy dose of phenothiasines. 
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Iterflot IS•ptembilr 23. 1971i 
This young man has improved considerably since coning 

to hospital. Be hos settled down to the point where to 
eon now eons/Air making sane disobarge plop for hift. 
Aeoordingly, we arranged to send bin on s two week pass 
hale • 

John booms anxious, nervous and irritable, and 
finally decided he was not ready to try a. pass home as yet. 
We have had several contacts with hrs. ?ratio() and it 
appears that she is not prepared to consider the possibility 
of plaoenent of this boy outside the home. She is reoeiving 
financial assistance from her husband on behalf of John 
and is somewhat concerned that her financial cireumstanoes 
will change if John were removed from the hams. 

John, himself, appears not to be able to oope very 
well with the pressures of home, but, when confronted by 
his mother, relented and agreed to stay with her. However, 
as mentioned, when te was offered a two week pass home, be 
&voided that he couldn't cope and elected to remain in 
hospital. 

Mrs. Pratleo is quite depressed, anxious, and quick 
to react to John's moods. In short, I think we have a 0 
oause-effeot type of relationship here which probably will 
not make for a good adjustment for the patient if be  
returns home. 
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Moreover, the impending pressures of the Court ..r.,- 

Bearing (scheduled for sometime in October) seem to be . .i4.,.., 

causing John some increasing anxiety. I have discussed .... 
this °ass with Peter MacDonald of the Family Court in .....-: 
Sydney ( telephone 539-4070) and ho is to investigate the 

. .4 . .1. 

possibilAy of firming up some discharge plan for John .i. 
back into the community. Se will advise us what supportive ,:. 
community resources are available there if John should ..., 
return home. Be is to eontact Doctor John rgsdin& this 
situatiss4 - -,.... - 
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7.hf4 answer-4.4.n the-negative or - 
r,t2tm  ff to be irrelevant in this- case.  
GENF-1J, PHYSICA-Ii7PEARANC  • -  
HisIG:iT:  /*S•/ WEIGHT:  4.1 ' 7 COLCR OF EYES: 
,0AND Ca4DITION OF HAIR: —ra  
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Rate and quality of pulse: Algv,i /a-4/ r3  
If B.P. appears abnormal check by instrument: - 
CCKIIITIOR-OF ..SKIN: (Marks, bruises, scare, bedsores, erythema, 

eruptions, infections, subsutaneous edema, etc.) 
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