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Obvious contradictions 
The actioos of Premier John 

Buchanan's own government 
'contradict the excuses he gives 
for not deciding to appoint an 
inquiry into the Donald Mar-
shall case. 

The premier says his govern-
disent can't discuss an inquiry 
until all court eases connected 
with the affair are Over. Yet his 
govenunent already did ap-
point an Inquiry dealing with 
part of this affair while trials 
were going ahead. In 1984, the 
Buchanan government • ap-
pointed PEI judge Alex Camp-
bell to recommend compensa-
tico to Donald Marshall. 
Obviously, then, you can sepa-
rate the question of Donald 
Marshall's innocence and 
wrongful conviction from that 
et the purstdt of a criminal con-
viction for the murder of Sandy 
Seale. 

Furthermore, the Nova Sco-
tia government appointed an 
inquiry Into two deaths at the 
Northside General Hospital  

and released-the report of the 
inquiry even though related 
lawsuits.  had started before the 
report's release. Likewise the 
provincial government estab-
lished an Inquiry into recent 
death following surgery at the 
Glace Bay Genera. Hospital; 
the inquiry went ahead even , 
though litigation is possible. 

The premier argues that It'!: 
a "legal no-no" to discuss the 
matter while it's before the 
courts, yet nobody's ,asking 
him to discuss the guilt or inno-
cence of Roy Newman Ebsary 
(Ebsary is seeking leave to ap-
peal.) Mr. Buchanan and his 
government don't have to dis-
cuss anything at all, just make 
the decision — as they did in 
the prior case with Judge 
Campbell — to appoint an in-
quiry into the circumstances 
leading to the wrongful convic-
tion and prolonged punishment 
of a man. 

The excuses for not doing so 
remain weak. 
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Marshall . . 
TINY 
to await 
appeal 

lly EVA 110ARE 
Staff Reporter 

A provincial government inquiry 
into the Pciaald...Marsballacase may be 
held -within a week or two" of the 
Roy Ebsary appeal, but the hearing I 
could not begin until late fall at the 
earliest, Attorney General Ron Giffin 
said Sunday. 

"Sooner or later, the Ebsary case I 
Is going to end. Whenever it has end- : 
ed, we will outline what we will do in 
terms of an inquiry," said Mr. Giffin. 

Donald Marshall, 32, of Dart-
mouth, and formerly of Sydney, was • 

released from prison in 1982, after I  

wrongfully serving 11 years in con-
nection with the 1971 stabbing death 
of his friend, Sandy Seale. A subse-

quent trial cleared Marshall of mur- 
der charges. 

Roy Newman Ebsary, 74, was 

convicted of manslaughter in 1985 in 
connection with the Seale death. 

Mr. Giffin, who denied a recent 
Toronto Star story which reported an 
Inquiry would be held in two months, : 
said the government has alway( 
maintained that a public inquiry into 
the Donald Marshall case would be 
held. "I don't know where they got the 
two-month business. We have no prob-
lem with an inquiry, but we will not 
Initiate one until the Ebsary case 
ends." he said. 

See MARSIIAL 

" • 

• 
1. (Continued from page one) 

I But the inquiry must follow the 
Ebsary appeal, he said. 

. "The government has nothing to 
bide or fear from an inquiry. But I've 
always maintained that it would be a 
mistake to bold an inquiry before the 
Ebsary appeal is heard before the 

. courts," be said. 
. Ebsary 'a, lawyer, Allan Nicholson, 

CC)  has filed papers vrith•Canada's highest 
01 • • .court, and,wW ask for leave to appeal 
C3 Sept. 29. Ebsary was charged with 
t,r) Seale's murder in 1983. Those charges 

, were reduced to manslaughter, and 
Ebsary was convicted in 1985 after a 
third trial on the charge. • 
' ; Ebsary, who faces a year's im- 
prisonment, is now out on ball pend-

. ing an appeal on the conviction. 
. Mr. Giffin would not comment on 

. the direction an inquiry may take, 
while the Toronto Star story, quoting 

..unnamed sources, said it would probe 
charges made in 1982 RCMP report 
That report has not been made public. 

7 Ni. Giffin said the inquiry's terms 
if reference 'will not be clarifiei until 
its annduncement;-  1:0ending the out-
come of tloe Ebsary appeaL 
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