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PREFACE 

I have undertaken t,bis study of the Arms Fund because I have met 
frequent references to it in documents of the Archives and some misstatements 
about it in secondary sources; but nowhere a detailed account of either its 
origin or its distribution. Some of the writers who mention it casually seem 
to have confused it with the Castine Fund. Both the late Dr. Akins and the 
late Archdeacon Vroom confused these funds: the former as to origin and the 
latter as to distribution. Dr. Akins says correctly that the Governors of King's 
College received £3000 from the Arms Fund; but he adds incorrectly that it 
was derived from the capture of Castine in the War of 1812; and Archdeacon 
Vroom says that part of the Castine Fund, the origin of which he states cor­
rectly, was used for the erection of the collegiate school at Windsor. 

In "The Halifax-Castine Expedition," Dalhousie Review, July 1938, I 
have shown the origin and distribution of the Castine Fund: that it had no 
connection with the Arms Fund and that King's College received no benefit 
from it. In the documents which follow and in my introduction to those 
documents, it will appear that the Arms Fund owes its origin to the desire 
of the Imperial Government to teach Nova Scotians to take better care of 
the arms and accoutrements issued to them from His Majesty's stores, and 
its distribution to the parallel desire of the Imperial Government to strengthen 
the Established Church and its educational institutions in the Province. 
Hence, although the Arms Fund was raised from a duty levied upon Nova 
Scotians of all religious denominations, it was distributed mainly for the 
benefit of the Established Church and its College. 

Public Archives of Norn Scotia 
May 2, 1947 

D. C. HARVEY 



INTRODUCTION 

During the wars of the French Revolution and Napoleon, the lieutenant­
go.-ernors of Nova Scotia were in more or less continual fear of attack from 
the United States, either by French privateers outfitted in thei" ports or by 
the Americans themselYes. Consequently, they made heroic efforts to organ­
ize and equip the militia of the Province in self-defence. 

Prior to 1808, when Sir George Prevost became lieutenant-governor, 
the limited number of arms used by the militia were issued without charge 
from His Majesty's stores but were not properly cared for or accounted for 
by the men who had received them. In that year, however, Sir George 
obtained from the Assembly a resolution to the effect that it would make provi­
sion at its next session for defraying the expenses of all such arms and accoutre­
ments as would be issued henceforth from His Majesty's stores. He then 
sent a copy of this resolution to Viscount Castlereagh, with the comment 
that he did not know how else to overcome the abuses complained of "than 
by holding over the ProYince the apprehension of payment and thereby 
obtaining greater attention to the preservation of the arms, as well as some 
more efficient regulations respecting them." (P.A.N.S. Vol. 58, doc. 29). 

From this comment, it is obvious that both the Lieutenant-Governor 
and the Secretary for War and the Colonies were more concerned about the 
proper discipline of the militia than they were about having Nova Scotia 
share the cost of its defence, which under the old colonial system was the 
Imperial quid pro quo in lieu of the monopoly of Colonial trade; and it is not 
surprising that both should agree almost immediately that such funds as would 
be provided for payment of these arms should be expended on other services 
in the Province. 

In 1809 and in accordance with its resolution of the previous session, 
the Legislature of Nova Scotia, by 49 Geo. III, cap I, imposed an additional 
excise duty of four pence per gallon on rum and other distilled liquors, and 
appropriated it ''for defraying the expenses which have been already contracted 
or which may hereafter be contracted by any Act Resolution or Vote of the 
General Assembly for tho providing of Arms and Accoutrements for the Non­
commissioned Officers and Soldiers of the Militia of this Province and for no 
other use service or purpose whatsoever." The proceeds of this duty were to 
be paid by the Treasurer of the Province, on warrant of the Lieutenant Gov­
ernor, to the Deputy Paymaster General of His Majesty, until tho whole of 
the debt contracted or to be contracted shoulcj. be completely liquidated. 

This Aet was continued by 50 Geo. III Cap II and 51 Geo. III Cap. XV 
until March 15, 1812. Thon by 52 Geo. III Cap. VII, the Act was continued 
to March 15, 1813, with an alteration to the effect that the balance of any 
money raised by this act, after defraying the expenses of the arms and accoutre­
ments already contracted for, shouid be "11idded and carried to the Credit of 
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the general Funds of the Province." By 53 Geo. III Cap VIII the Act of 1809 
was revived and continued to March 18, 1814, with the proviso that "all monies 
raised, or to be raised, by virtue of the Act hereby revived and continued, after 
defraying the expenses which were incurred previous to the thirty-first day 
of December, one thousand eight hundred and eleven, by any Act, Resolution 
or Vote, of the General Assembly, for the providing of Arms and Accoutre­
ments for the Non-commissioned Officers and Soldiers of the Militia, shall be 
added and carried to the credit of the General Funds of the Province." Finally, 
by 54 Geo. III Cap. IV, the latter act was continued to March 18, 1815, and 
no longer. Such was the legislation which created the Arms Fund. 

In accordance with the terms of these acts, the sums collected were paid 
over to the proper officer from time to time. At first the revenue lagged behind 
the expenditure but finally it overtook and passed it; and, in 1817, when the 
last balance was transferred to the Arms Fund, that fund amounted to £20,457 
-1-5. But even before the accounts were finally adjusted most of the fund had 
been appropriated to special services in the Province, in accordance with the 
suggestion of the Lieutenant Governor at the time when the fund originated, 
and in accordance with the contemporary British mood of strengthening the 
Established Church against the growing body of democracy and dissent. 

In November 1809, the Lieutenant Governor had written the Secretary 
of State, recommending that a proportion of this fund be appropriated for the 
maintenance of the established religion, by aiding the parishioners of remote 
and poor parishes to complete or repair their churches and by enlarging King's 
College at Windsor, or for such other purposes as His Majesty might be pleased 
to command for promoting t}le prosperity of his loyal province of Nova Scotia 
(Document I). 

In the following autumn, Lieutenant-Governor Prevost received a favor­
able reply to his communication (Documents II and III); and on November 9, 
1810, he submitted these despatches to his Council, asking their advice and 
assistance in the appropriation of the fund. (Document IV). The Council, 
wishing time to deliberate, adjourned for a week but did not actually meet 
again until November 29th, when they recommended that one half of the fund 
should be appropriated for the assistance of Churches and Schools of the 
Established Church, one quarter for King's College, but were not yet prepared 
to offer advice as to the appropriation of the remainder. (Document V). 

His Excellency then asked Bishop Inglis, who had been appointed to the 
Council by Royal Mandamus, dated October 6, 1808, and had taken his seat 
on May 26. 1809, to make a particular enquiry into the state of every church 
and parsonage of the Established Church in Nova Scotia; and he presented 
an exhaustive report to the Council on April 3, 1811. This report was referred 
to the Honorable Andrew Belcher and E. B. Brenton for examination; and. as 
they in turn reported upon it favorably, the Bishop's recommendations were 
adopted without alteration by the Council at its next meeting on April 17th. 
(Document VI). 

The Lieutenant-Governor reported to the Secretary of State on May 25, 
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1811, enclosing the Bishop's report, with the comment that he had confirmed 
it with the addition of £700 to the Minister and Trustees of the Established 
Church of Scotland. (P.A.N.S. Vol. 59, doc. 7). He also remarked that, 
owing to the recent legislation providing for grammar schools throughout the 
Province, it had been unnecessary "to divert any portion of His Majesty's 
bounty for their establishment beyond the sum which has been allotted to 
erect a House for the accomodation of the Master and Scholars attached to 
the King's College at Windsor." 

From Document VII, however, it may be seen that in this first distribution 
of the Arms Fund out of a total of £11644-6-5, £7195 were allotted to Anglican 
churches, only 1650 to Church of Scotland churches, £3000 to King's Collegi­
ate, £300 to the grammar school in Halifax, also a Church of England preserve, 
and £499.6.5 for secular purposes. Thus both the Established Church and 
its College received more than their shares of one half and one quarter respec­
tively. 

At a meeting on August 10, 1811, the Council dealt with a letter from the 
Deputy Paymaster of His Majesty's forces in which he asked to be relieved 
of responsibility for the Arms Fund, and they appointed the Chief Justice, 
Bishop and Treasurer, Trustees "to receive from the Deputy Paymaster 
General all monies which he may hold on provincial account by warrant to 
be drawn in favor of the Treasurer, which sums they are to hold in their hands 
subject to the warrant or warrants from time to time to be drawn by the 
Governor, Lieutenant Governor or Commander in Chief in favor of such per­
son or persons as he may think proper." At the next meeting of Council, 
on August 14th, the Attorney-General reported the draft of a Declaration of 
Trust to be executed by the three Trustees upon their receiving "the monies 
raised by an additional duty upon Rum for the payment of the Arms"; and 
having approved this draft the Council could feel that all necessary arrange­
ments had been made that the "King's benevolence" might "not be exposed 
to abuse" but might "flow to its objects through a pure and easy channel." 
Sir George Prevost also, when two days later he announced his immediate 
departure for Quebec, could feel that he had set a precedent in the distribution 
of the Arms Fund which his successor would find it difficult to ignore. 

His successor, Sir John Sherbrooke, was sworn into office on October 16; 
1811, and did not make a general distribution of the Arms Fund until a few 
months before his departure in 1816; but between October 1812 and September 
1815 he appropriated £1410.4.0 along the lines laid down by Sir George Pre­
vost. Of this amount, L760.4 were paid to the Church of England, £500 to 
King's College, £50 to the Law Library and £100 to the Grammar School at 
Pictou. In regard to the latter the Lieutenant Governor had taken the advice 
of his Council. (Documents VIII and IX). 

At a meeting of Council on June 26, 1816, the general state of the Arms 
Fund was examined, a new Board of Trustees commissioned consisting of the 
Chief Justice, the Bishop and J�dge Stewart, and steps were taken towards 
a final appropriation of the Fund; but they succeeded in appropriating provi-
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sionally only £6450, thereby leaving a balance of £952.11 for future contin­
gencies. (Document X). 

Of the £6450 mentioned above, £250 were granted as a commission to 
Michael Wallace the Treasurer, £2750 to Anglican churches, or left at the dis­
posal of the Bishop, £550 to schools that were or would be under direction of 
the Church of England, £50 to Pictou Grammar School, and £2850 for aiding 
discharged soldiers, distressed settlers and other secular uses, including £250 
to the inhabitants of Halifax for lighting the streets, on conditions which were 
not met and later led to the diversion of this fund into other channels. It 
will be seen later that two other allottments made at this time, £500 for a 
church on Windsor Road and £1000 left at the disposal of the Bishop were 
diverted from their original purpose, though still applied for the benefit of the 
Church of England. 

The balance of £952.11 left by Sir John Sherbrooke in 1816 was appro­
priated by Lord Dalhousie, between 1817 and 1820, to a variety of secular 
uses. (Documents XI and XII). In this distribution the Church of England 
participated to the extent of £50 only, that amount being appropriated for 
payment of Rev. C. Milner's passage from England. Pictou Grammar School 
also received another £50. 

The final appropriation of the thousand pounds which was left at the 
disposal of the Council on recommendation of the Bishop in 1816 was first 
considered in Council on June 8, 1827, when Bishop Inglis suggested that it 
be lent at interest until such time as it might be used in building a residence 
for the Bishop of the Diocese. As Treasurer Wallace reported that he had 
advanced a considerable sum to the Governors of King's College for building 
the Collegiate School, and suggested that part of this sum be used in liquidat­
ing that debt, a committee was appointed to examine his accounts and report 
to the next meeting of Council. This committee reported, on June 21st, that 
Mr. Wallace had advanced £766 :14 :6 to the Governors of King's College of 
whom the late Lord Bishop was one, on the full understanding with the Chief 
Justice, in whose name the warrant for the said £1000 was, that the sum ad­
vanced would be repaid; and it recommended Mr. Wallace be paid out of the 
said sum. Thereupon, the Council approved this payment and informed 
Bishop Inglis that they could not accede to his suggestion of June 8th. This 
left a balance of £233 :5 :6, which sum the Treasurer was instructed by the 
Council, at a meeting on December 13, 1830, to pay to the Treasurer of King's 
College, Windsor. 

The re-appropriation of £500, that had been set apart in 1816 for the 
erection of a church on Windsor Road, was considered in Council on Novem­
ber 26, 1831, when they had before them two proposals. Judge Uniacke had 
suggested that he and other members of the Uniacke family would give £300 
and an altar piece of the value of one hundred guineas, provided the Governor 
and Council would devote the £500 towards building a church near Mount 
Uniacke, and that, if the Bishop would appoint Mr. Richard Uniacke, then 
at Oxford and shortly to be ordained, to the church Judge Norman Uniacke 
would give £100 annually as long as he did the duty. 
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To this proposal, the Bishop replied that the original site suggested was 
more proper and convenient than one near Mount Uniacke, and that Judge 
Uniacke's suggestion had violated one of the original conditions of the grant . 
Moreover, there were many other churches in want of assistance while this 
fund was lying useless. He suggested that, if the Council should decide that 
this grant had lapsed, he would recommend that £100 be used in finishing the 
Church in New Dublin, £50 to the same purpose in Douglas and that the 
remainder be appropriated in smaller sums to aid in building or repair of sev­
eral churches now in harid, such as, Eastern Passage, Musquodoboit, Gay's 
River, Dalhousie, Bear River, Upper La Have and Antigonish then building, 
and Parrsborough and Falmouth which badly needed repairs. 

After reading the two proposals, and hearing a report from Mr . Jeffery 
that he no longer had any hope of getting the church on Windsor Road built, 
the Council decided to inform Judge Uniacke that his proposal could not 
be accepted for reasons contained in the Bishop's letter, to regard the grant 
of 1816 as having lapsed, and to consider at their next meeting the Bishop's 
proposals for its reallotment . 

At the next meeting on January 9, 1832, the Council ordered that the said 
grant of £500 be applied agreeably to the Bishop's recommendations of Novem­
ber 26, 1831 . This was done at long intervals and does not seem to have been 
finally appropriated until 1845, or even later . (Document XIII). 

The £250 that had been appropriated by Sir John Sherbrooke in 1816 
for lighting the streets of Halifax also lapsed, and was diverted to other pur­
poses. At the meeting of November 26, 1831, the Chief Justice suggested 
that, as the burying ground at Halifax had become offensive from its crowded 
state and a new one would have to be obtained without the limits of the town , 
and as the above grant had obviously lapsed from non-fulfilment of conditions, 
this fund should be applied towards defraying the expense of enclosing the 
cemetery.  The Council decided that the fund be reserved for that purpose. 
It is not clear from the minutes whether it was the old or the new Cemetery 
that was to be enclosed but presumably it was the former, and, as the title 
in that was vested in the Church of England, this amount also can be regarded 
as having been appropriated finally to the benefit of the Established Church. 
In any event, the fund would not have been used before 1844, ' when the old 
Cemetery was closed and the new one was opened. I have not been able to 
discover when the first wall was built around the old Cemetery, but a notice 
appeared in the Novascotian of November 24, 1856, to the effect that St. 
Paul's Cemetery was to have "a new wall and iron fence." 

So endeth the story of the Arms Fund. It was a long tale and in some 
respects a sad one, beginning and ending with special consideration of the 
Church of England and following with remarkable fidelity the original recom­
mendation of the Council on November 29th, 1810, that one half of the fund 
be devoted to the maintenance of the Established Religion by aiding the estab­
lishment of churches and parish schools, and that one quarter be appropriated 
to the use of King's College, Windsor. 
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If you deduct £250 commission to Mr. Wallace, the total amount of the 
Arms Fund appropriated was £20,207.1.5. Of this total, £ 10,005.4.0 went 
to Anglican churches, £5350 to King's College, King's Collegiate and other 
schools controlled by the Established Church, and £4851.17 .5, with the excep­
tion of £650 to the Church of Scotland churches and 1. 200 to Pictou Grammar 
School, was appropriated to various uses, and would be shared in by Anglicans 
only incidentally. In other words, Church of England churches and schools 
received more than three-fourths of the Arms Fund as a direct aid to the 
strengthening of the Established Church, and their members shared indirectly 
in the romainder in proportion to their numbers. 
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My Lord, 

DOCUMENT 

I 

Halifax, Nova Scotia 
9th Novr 1809 

Referring to the Letter I had the honor of addressing to Your Lordship 
on the 1st of Augt. 1808 (No. 10) and more particularly to that part of it which 
relates to a pledge made by the Council and Assembly to pay the King the value 
of the Arms and Accoutrements I might deem it expedient to issue for the use 
of the Militia forces of this Province, I have now the satisfaction of acquaint­
ing Your Lordship that in conformity with a Bill passed in the last Session 
of the General Assembly imposing a duty on Rum, for the above purposes 
Seven hundred pounds have been paid by my orders by the Provincial Treasur­
er, into the chest of the Deputy Paymaster General of the Forces; and from 
the statement laid before me by the Collector of the Revenue it appears a 
further Sum of Two thousand three hundred pounds, may be transferred in 
the same way on or before December 1810. 

I have therefore to receive from Your Lordship His Majesty's commands, 
respecting the disposal of this Money, and would humbly recommend a propor­
tion of it being appropriated to the maintenance of the established Religion, 
by aiding the Parishioners of remote and poor parishes to complete in some 
instances, and repair in others, their Churches, and by enlarging the Kings 
College at Windsor on such a plan as shall hereafter be submitted, for Your 
Lordships consideration, or for such other purposes, as His Majesty may be 
graciously pleased to command for the promotion of the prosperity of this 
His loyal Province of Nova Scotia 

I have &ca--

(Signed) 

Geo: Prevost 

The Rt. Honble : 
Lord Viscount Castlereagh 

P.A.N.S. Vol. 61, doc. 70. 

I I  

Downing Street 
11th Septr. 1810 

Sir, 

I herewith transmit for your information and guidance, the copy of a 
letter from Mr. Harrison dated the 28th Ult : si�nifyin� the <;oncurrence of the 
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Lords Commissioners of the Treasury in your suggestion that the Amount of 
the value of Arms and Accoutrements issued for the use of the Militia should 
be appropriated to the maintenance of the established Religion by aiding the 
Parishioners of remote and poor Parishes to repair and complete their Churches 
and to other necessary purposes for the advancement and prosperity of the 
Province of Nova Scotia-And I am to desire that you will transmit an account 
in detail of the application of this Money as soon as it shall have been applied 
in the manner proposed-

To 

I have the honor to be 
Sir, 

&ca &ca &ca 

Lieut. General 
Sir George Prevost, 

(Signed) Liverpool 

Bart &ca &ca &ca 
P.A.N.S. Vol. 61, doc. 94 

III 

Sir, 

Treasury Chambers 
28th August, 1810 

The Lords Commissioners of His Majesty's Treasury having had under 
their consideration a Letter from Mr. Jenkinson of 24 Feb., last, enclosing 
Copy of one from Lieut Govr Sir George Prevost dated Nova Scotia stating 
the-Measures adopted in the Colony for Repayment of the value of Arms & 
Accoutrements issued for the use of the Militia, & recommending that the 
Amount should be appropriated to the maintenance of the Established Reli­
gion by aiding the Parishioners of poor & remote Parishes to repair & complete 
their Churches & to other necessary purposes for the advancement & prosperity 
of the Province, I am commanded by their Lordships to acquaint you for the 
Information of the Earl of Liverpool that they approve of the appropriation 
of Money so paid & proposed to be repaid, in the manner suggested by Sir 
George Prevost, and I am to desire you will move his Lordship to instruct the 
Lieut-Governor to transmit for their Lordships Information an account of 
the Application in detail of this Money as soon as it shall have been applied 
in the manner proposed. 

I am &c 

(Signed) Geo Harrison 
Robert Peel Esqr 

&c &c &c 
P.A.N.S. Vol. 61, doc. 95. 
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IV 

At a Council held at the Secretary's office on Friday the 9th day of 
November 181 0  

Present 

His Excellency the Lieutenant Governor 
The Honble. the Chief Justice 
The Right Revd. and Honble. the Bishop 

Honblc .  tJ-:e Judg-c of the Admiralty 

" 

" 

" 

J. B. Butler 
Andw. Belcher 
Mich Wallace 
E. B. Brenton 
Charles Hill 

I 
I 
r Councillors 

His Excellency the Lieut. Governor laid before Council the following 
Memoranda for the opinion of Council. 

I have called you together for the purpose of communicating a dispatch 
I received by the last pacquet from His Majestys Secretary of State giving 
me power to appropriate the amount of the value of arms and accoutrements 
issued for the use of the Militia forces of this Province for the Maintenance 
of the Established Religion by aiding the Parishioners of remote and poor 
parishes to repair and complete their Churches and to other necessary pur­
poses for the advancement and prosperity of Nova Scotia. In the discharge 
of a duty so gratifying to my feelings, I shall look for your advice and assis­
tance that I may be enabled to fu lfil the Kings gracious benificence towards 
this Province in a manner suitable to the occasion. 

* * * * * * 

The Council requiring time to deliberate as to the advice respecting 
the Appropriation of the Money His Excellency alluded to in his Memoranda 
agreed to adjourn until Friday next at 12 oclock. 

Council adjourned. 

V 

A t  a Council holden in the Council Cham her 
on Thursday the 29th day of November 1810 

Present 

H�s Excellency the Lieutenant GoYcrnor 
The Honble. the Chief Justice 
The Right Revd. & Honble. the Bishop 
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The Honble . Alexander Croke 
" J. B. Butler 

And w. Belcher 
Mich Wallace 
E. B. Brenton 
Charles Hill 
R. J. Uniacke 
Charles l\forris 

l Councillo,s 
The Secretary read the proceedings of the Committee of the whole Council 

upon the Lieutenant Governor's Memoranda whieh was read the last Council 
day, which Proceedings His Excellency was pleased to confirm and directed 
to be entered upon tho M inutes and are as follows 

The Committee having met agreeably to adjournment having taken into 
consideration the Lieutenant Governor's Memoranda which was read and 
submitted the last council day, came to the following Resolutions, 

1st. That His Excellency be advised to appropriate one h alf of the 
whole sum for the maintenance of the Establishe d  Religion by Aiding the 
Parishioners of remote and poor parishes to repair and complete their Churches 
and for the Establishment of Parish Schools th roughout, the Province, to be 
laid out in such proportions as His Excellency shall th ink fit. 

2d That His Excellency be advised to appropriate one fourth part 
of the whole sum to the use of Kings College vVindsor to be laid out under 
the direction of the Governors thereof and 

3d That for the appropriation of the remaining quarter part the Council 
are not as yet prepared to give His Excellency their Advice. 

VI 

At a Council holden at the Secretary's Office on 

Wednesday the 17th day of April 1811 

Present 

His Excellency the Lieutenant Governor 
The Honorable the Chief Justice 

the Bishop of Nova Scotia 

Andrew Belcher 
Michael Wallace 
E. B. Brenton 
Charles Hill 

} Councillocs 
The Report of the Bishop of Nova Scotia on the state of the Churches 

and parsonages in the Province of Nova Scotia which was referred to Mr 
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Belcher and Mr Brenton for their Report and having produced the same 
(sic) ·it  was read confirmed and is as follows-

Halifax March 9th 181 1 

Sir 

In obedience to the Command of your Excellency I have directed partic­
ular inquiry to be made into the state of every Church and parsonage in this 
part of my Diocese, and now haYc the honour to Communicate to your Excel­
lency an abstract of the information which has bN'n collected and as due atten­
tion has been given to this very important subject I have reason to hope the 
information will be found Correct. 

It is a very pleasing task to report the assurances of dutiful and affec­
tionate gratitude for the Gracious design of His Majesty to extend his Royal 
bounty to the pressing wants of the Church in this part cf His Majestys 
dominions, These Assurances are universally Accompanied by the Expressions 
of the warmest gratitude for the paternal attention of your Excellency in 
representing these wants to the Throne and imploring this new mark of Royal 
benevolence. Every feeling of duty and inclination unite in prompting me 
to declare my full participation of the general joy and gratitude. 

1. At Halifax the Church of St Pauls is in immediate want of a new 
Steeple and some enlargement of the Accommodation for many families who 
are without pews. The Expense of these is computed at £ 1 000. Other repairs 
and some purchases which are represented as being very desirable but not so 
indespensably necessary will amount to £750. Of this £ 1750, the Parishioners 
can only promise £500, as this church , a large and expensive building, has 
been always kept in repair at the sole expense of the parishioners who mani­
fest on all occasions the readiest inclination to exert themselves for the benefit 
of their Church and comfort of their Rector and have lately erected an excel­
lent parsonage at the Expence of £ 1 150, of wh ich £500 is yet unpaid , I con­
sider it a duty to submit to your Excellencys favourable consideration the 
propriety of granting £500 for St. Pauls or as much larger sum as your Excel­
lency may deem proper to grant for any one church-The parsonage is still 
in want of a small stable the Expense of which is estimated at £ 70. and I beg 
to recommend to your Excellency's consideration the propriety of granting 
this sum also. 

The Chapel of St George the property of the German Congregation in 
the Town of Halifax but at present employed in the service of the Established 
Church is encumbered with a debt of more than 1 500 which the congregation 
is unable to pay, and will require at least £ 1200 to repa ir and finish it. It is 
however doubtful whether this building can be secured to the perpetual use 
of the Church of England as this measure is opposed by many of the Germans. 
I submit to your Excellencys consideration the propr:ety of granting £500 
fer the Chapel of St. George if it can be so secured to the Established Church 
and if not to assist the Parish of St. Paul in building a Chapel in the neigh hour­
hood of St. Georges. 
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2 .  At Sackville the Church will require for its completion about £300, 
the Congregation promise £50. and I recommend for your Excellencys con­
sideration £250 as a fit sum to be granted for their assistance. 

3. At Windsor the Church will require for its completion aboutI850 
-The parishioners promise in addition to former subscriptions of a large 
amount £262 . And they hope to receive from the Society for the Propagation 
of the Gospel £222 . I submit for your Excellency's consideration the pro­
priety of granting £350 for this Church. The parsonage at this place is greatly 
in want of Repair and the Rector is much embarrassed by an Advance which 
he was obliged to pay to Carpenters who built it, As the Parishioners are 
unable to relieve him and make his dwelling more Comfortable, I hope your 
Excellency will be pleased to consider the propriety of granting £150 for this 
purpose. 

4 .  At Newport £200 will be required to finish the church. £50 is prom­
ised by the People in addition to £150 very lately subscribed and expended 
on the building I therefore submit to your Excellencys consideration £150 
as a proper sum to be granted to this Church. 

s: At Rawdon the Church will require £170. A subscription has been 
opened and as I hope it will amount to £40 I submit to your Excellency the 
propriety of granting £130. 

6. At Falmouth a new Church is required as the building at present in 
use is claimed by several different Congregations and consequently is so 
neglected that it is in ruins. The Expense of the New Building is estimated 
at only £500 of which £150 has been subscribed by the people, and I beg to 
recommend them to your Excellencys consideration for £350. 

7 .  At Horton, It is in contemplation to build a Church, the expense 
of which is computed at £1000. I am encouraged to hope that £500 will b e  
raised among the people, in which case I beg to recommend to your Excel­
lencys consideration the propriety of assisting them with £500. 

8.  Cornwallis is under very peculiar circumstances . A very neat and 
well finished Church has just been erected and completed with the exception 
of Pews in a very superior manner, but at much greater expense than had been 
expected amounting to £1614 of which £557 is yet unpaid One of the Church 
wardens whose zeal and exertions in attending to the work are acknowledged 
to have been unbounded is solely and personally responsible for this large 
sum and now threatened with several law suits as he is quite unable to pay the 
demand without the sacrifice of his property at a Public Sale. The Par­
ishioners are nearly exhausted by their very large subscriptions for the build­
ing but they are determined to make another effort in behalf of their merit­
orious and zealous agent. To aid them in this good work and in completing 
their Pews in a manner that will Corresp_ond with the rest of the building I 
humbly recommend to your Excellencys Consideration the propriety of 
granting to them £500 and especially as the Expence of the Pews is Estimated 
at £276. 

9 .  At  Aylesford the Church is in  tolerably good order but it is repre­
sented as being very desirable to make some small repairs and repaint the 
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building, the Expense of which is Computed at £75 for which £25 or more 
if there should be any deficiency will be paid by the People if Your Excellency 
should be pleased to assist them with £50. 

10. At Wilmot only £80 is required for the repair of the Church but it has 
a long standing debt of more than £50 which must be paid immediately. 
The Congregation are so few in number and their means so scanty that I 
beg to recommend for Your Excellency's consideration the propriety of Assist­
ing with £100 these two objects-

11. Granville has three churches, Christs Church in the upper district 
has lately had considerable repairs at the Expense of the Congregation and 
£60 from Your Excellency would enable them with some fu rther exertion 
to complete their work. St. Paul's in the lower district would only require 
the like sum of £60 from Your Excellency to enable the congregation to put 
it in complete order. The church in the Middle district is in a very unfinished 
state, It is considered so much larger than is necessary and is so much in decay 
that the Congregation are very de�irous of taking it down and completing 
a neat building of smaller dimensions. The Expence of this is estimated at 
only £500 of which the congregation would pro.cure £170 if your Excellency 
should be pleased to assist them with £330. The parsonage and glebe have 
received very considerable repairs and improvements at the Expense of the 
Rector and Parishioners but £100 will still be necessary to make the par­
sonage a comfortable dwelling. No part of this can be expected from the 
parish as the exertions for the repair of the three churches will exhaust their 
means. But as their estimates all appear to be very moderate, and their 
Engagements seem to be quite equal to their means I beg leave to recommend 
for your Excellencys consideration the Propriety of Granting £60 for the upper 
district £ 330 for the middle, £60 for the lower district and £ 1 00 for the par­
sonage in the whole £550-

12. At Annapolis the Church which appears to be situated in a very 
improper place is so old and so much in decay that it is considered much more 
desirable to build a new Church than to repair the old, The Expence is esti­
mated at £1200. The parishioners encourage an expectation that £500 may 
be raised by themselves and have already made a considerable subscription 
for the purpose. They also hope for a donation of £200 Sterling from the 
society for the propagation of the Gospel. I therefore submit to your Excel­
lency's consideration the propriety of assisting them with £500. 

13. At Clements the Church is embarrassed by a debt which must soon 
be discharged. The repairs it may require will not occasion any great Expense, 
and if your Excellency should be pleased to grant £75 the Congregation will 
contribute £ 25 or more if it should be necessary. 

14. At Digby The church will require £300 for various repairs of which 
£100 will be provided by the congregation, I therefore beg leave to recom­
mend them to your Excellencys consideration for £200. 

15. At Yarmouth, the wants of the Church are represented as amount­
ing to £635. of which £115 would be raised by the Congregation in addition 
to large subscriptions which have been lately paid. The remaining sum would 
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be £510, but as £140 of this is required for enclosing a churchyard and £200 
for furniture all very desirable but not of the first necessity, I cannot venture 
to recommend for your Excellency's consideration a larger sum than £300 
as proper to be granted for Yarmouth without departing from rules by which 
I have thought to govern myself in recommending sums for other places. 

16. At Shelburne great exertions have been required from the Con­
gregation in building their Church and keeping it in repair. They are incum­
bered by a debt of £91. and the repairs now wanted are estimated at £ 296 
making altogether £387. Part of this sum is required for objects which how­
ever desirable arc not indispensably necessary, and no part of it h as yet been 
promised by the Congregation. I cannot, therefore consistently with the 
rules which have governed me in other recommendations submit for your 
Excellencys consideration more than £250 as a proper sum to be granted 
for the Chureh at Shelburne-

17. At Lunenburgh great exertions have lately made for indispensable 
repairs which have involved the parish in debt to the amount of 1 50 or J 60 
and a further sum of £500 is represented to be sti l l  necessary for repairs and 
alterations. The Congregation declares its readiness to make every Effort 
for these desirable objects, but is unable to promise more than J. 100, for these 
and the discharge of its debts leaving a Balance of J450 still required But 
justice to other churches whose wants are equally pressing, and attention 
to the rules which have guided me in stating their situation prevent me from 
mentioning more than £ 300 for your Excellency's consideration as a fit sum 
to be granted for the Church at Lunenburgh. 

18. At Chester the Parishioners are exerting themselves to prepare 
their Parsonage for the Comfortable residence of a Clergyman and to give 
their Church a complete repair They have already been at Considerable 
expense for these purposes. But £270 will still be required of which they 
promise £50, and as their zeal and exertions appear to have always been very 
meritorious and sometimes under great discouragement I cannot hesitate 
to submit to your Excellency's consideration £220 as a proper sum to be 
granted to them 

19. At Cumberland the Church will require nearly £250 and I have 
reason to believe that if Your Excellency should be pleased to Grant £150 
the remainder would be supplied by the Congregation. I therefore beg leave 
to recommend that sum for Your Excellency's consideration 

20. At Parrsborough, The Church will require considerable repair the 
amount of which has not yet been made known to me, But if £ 150 should be 
granted by Your Excellency I feel confident that whatever further sum may 
be necessary will be supplied by the Congregation. 

21. At Guysborough The church will require extensive repairs and hav­
ing been informed that the outside alone will require £300 and that the inside 
also will call for a large expenditure, I am obliged to recommend for Your 
Excellencys consideration the sum of £ 300 for this Church-

22, 23 & 24 Three churches at Preston, Douglas & Weymouth are in so 
deplorable state of decay, and so seldom visited by any Clergyman that until 
I receive further inform!lltion respecting them I c1tnnot ventµre to recommend 



THE ORIGIN A ND nISTRIBUTION OF THE A RMS FUND 21 

to your Excellency to expend any Considerable sum upon them. If upon 
more particular inquiry which I have directed, it should be found that a reason­
able sum would be likely to preserve them from entire decay it would certainly 
be desirable - to endeavour to save them in the hope that hereafter they may 
be more useful than they are at present.-

I have thus recommended to Your Excellencys Consideration the 27 
Churches and 4 Parsonages lying in 24 different townships. To put 24 of 
these Churches and the 4 Parsonages into complete repair will require a sum 
amounting to no less than £: 12919. of this sum £2074 has been already prom 
ised, ! 2263 more is very likely to be raised without much difficulty. I have 
to take the liberty of submitting to your Excellency the propriety of Granting 
£6595 and the remaining £1987 must be procured by further exertion among 
the inhabitants of 5 Townships or the less necessary parts of their intended 
improvements must be omitted 

Although I have submitted to your Excellencys better judgment the pro­
priety of granting a large sum it has not been done without the most exact 
attention to the real wants of the several churches and due consideration 
to the past and present exertions and means of their respective Congregations. 
And it is incumbent upon me to state to your Excellency that if it be possible 
to reserve a few hundred pounds more to meet any unexpected accidents 
that may occur or perhaps to be expended on the Churches at Preston Douglas 
and Weymouth it would be particularly desirable to make such reservation. 
It only remains for me to suggest to your Excellency the propriety of some 
general rule to be observed in the issuing such sums of money as Your Excel­
lency may be pleased to grant, in order to guard against any irregularity 
in the Expenditure-It will probably be desirable that they should be severally 
issued in two equal payments, and if your Excellency should think proper to 
require previous Certificates from me, I shall take [care I not to give them for 
the first Payment until I receive official information from the Rector and 
Church wardens that contracts are made for the intended work, with a state­
ment of the nature and extent of those Contracts and assurances that half 
the money to be raised within the Parish has been paid to them or to their 
Agent. And before certificates are granted for the last payment I shall require 
official information that the work is completed according to Contract, that 
the remainder of the sum promised by the people has been paid, and that the 
Accounts of the Church with their vouchers, have been investigated at a pub­
lic meeting of the parish and their correctness certified by at least three respect­
able parishioners besides the Rector and Church wardens. If it should be 
necessary to deviate from this Rule in any particular case Your Excellency 
shall be immediately apprized of it and the reasons shall be fully explained . 

I have the Honour to be with every sentiment of respect 
Sir 

Your Excellency's most obedient and most humble servant 
(signed) Charles Nova Scotia 

His Excellency Sir George Prevost Bart. 
Lieutenant Governor of Nova Scotia 

&c &c &c 
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VII 

Statement of the Specific appropriations made by His Excellency 

Lieutenant General Sir George Prevost Bart. out of the 

Arms Fund . 

(Saint Pauls Church 1000 

No 1 Halifax i Parsonage 70 

l Saint Georges Chapel 500 

2 Sackville Church 250 

3 Windsor {Christ Church £350 0 0 

Parsonage 150 0 0 500 

4 Newport Church 1 50 

5 Rawdon Church 130 

6 Falmouth Church 450 

7 Horton Church 500 

8 Cornwallis Church 500 

9 Aylesford Church 50 

10 Wilmot Church 100 

(Christ Church £ 60 

1 1  Granville 1 Middle Church 330 550 

I Saint Pauls Church 60 

Parsonage 100 

12 Annapolis Church 500 

13  Clements Church 75 

14 Digby Church 200 

15 Yarmouth Church 300 

1n Shelburne Church 250 

17 Lunenburgh Church 300 

18 Chester fChurch £120 

\Parsonage £100 220 

19  Cumberland Church 150 

20 Parrsborough Church 150 

2 1  Guys borough Church 300 

Towards the Repairs of the Established Church of 
Scotland in Halifax 500 

Towards the Repairs of the Established Church 
of Scotland at Shelburne 150 

------

£ 7845 

For Building a Public Grammar School within the 
College Grounds at Windsor 3000 

Towards repairing the Public Grammar School in 
Halifax 300 
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Towards payment of the Hon. Andrew Belchers 
Contract for armed Schooner Hunter in the Service 
of Government from the 13 October to the 31 
Deer. 1809 499 6 5 

£ 11644 . 6  .5  
P.A.N.S. Vol. 433, doc. 37. 

VIII 

Warrants drawn on the Arms Fund by Sir John Sherbrooke 
Oct. 

May 

May 

Dec. 
June 

August 

31, 1812 To Mr. Justice F. Hutchinson for the 
Law Library 

14, 1813 For fees on grant of 20,000 acres of land 
to Governors, President and Fellows of 
King's College 

31, 1813 For fees on grant of 20,000 acres of land 
for Dean and Chapter to be established 
in Nova Scotia 

do 

12, 1814 
27, 1815 

2 1, 1815 

For fees on a grant of lands to the Chief 
Justice, The Bishop and the Secretary of 
the Province in Trust for Glebes and 
Schools 
For repairs to Christ Church, Windsor 
For repairs to the Middle Church in 
Granville 
To Trustees of the Grammar School in 
Pictou, for repairs, purchase of books, etc. 

September 14, 1815 To Governors of King's College, Windsor, 
for repair and preservation of the building 

IX 

£ 50 0 0 

£ 193 9 8 

£ 193 9 8 

£ 173 4 8 
£ 100 0 0  

£ 100 0 0 

£ 100 0 0 

£ 500 0 0  

£14 10 4 0 

At a Council held in the Council Chamber on the 18th day of 

August 1815 

Present 
His Excellency the Lieutenant Governor 

The Honble Charles Hill 
" R. J. Uniacke 
" James Stewart 
" Thomas N. Jeffery 
" Judge Haliburton 

!Councillors 
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Read the petition of the Revd. Mr. McCulloch master of the Grammar 
School at Pictou praying for some assistance towards rebuilding a School 
House the frame having been destroyed by fire, and for a supply of books 
and generally for the benefit of the Establishment. The Council recommended 
that a sum of One Hundred pounds out of the Arms fund may be paid to the 
Trustees of that school for its general benefit, and if that sum should be found 
;nsufficient that a further sum be allowed in proportion to sums subscribed 
by the persons interested in the School not to exceed £100 more-

X 
At a Council held at the Government House the 26th day of June 

-1816 

Present 

His Excellency the Governor in Chief 

The Honble . the Chief Justice 
" Michl . Wallace 
" R .  J. Uniacke 
" Charles Morris 

James Stewart 
" John Black 
" B.  Haliburton 

P .  Wodehouse 

The Committee of His Majesty's Council appointed to Examine into the 
State of the Accounts of the Money appropriated by the Legislature for the 
payment of the Arms issued by His Majesty to the Militia which money was 
subsequently presented by His Majesty to this Province to be expended by 
His Excellency for the public benefit, do report that the Amount of the Ac­
count of Arms furnished to the Militia up to the 31st December 1813 as 
appears by the Quarter Master Generals returns is £20,458 1, 5. 

That His Excellency Sir G. Prevost appropriated out of the above 
for various public services the sum of £11644 6 5 
His Excellency Sir J. C. Sherbrooke do 1410 4 0 
There is now in the hands of the Trustees 1867 4 2 ) 

undisposed of t 
and there remains due by the Province 5536 6 10 J 

7403 11 £20458 1 5 

which two last mentioned sums make a Balance of £7403 11 still to be dis­
posed of for public purposes by his Excellency as appears by an Account 
stated herewith to which the Committee beg leave to refer. The Committee 
further Report that the Honble. M Wallace claims a compensation for receiv-
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ing and paying this money. As the whole of it has not passed through his 
hands and as the receipt of it has been in some measure involved with his 
situation as Treasurer of the Province the Committee are of opinion that 2½ 
per Cent upon the half of the amount not exceeding £250 would be a sufficient 
compensation for the trouble he has already had and for such further services 
as he may be required to perform in the Expenditure of the rest of this money 

signed John Black, Brenton Haliburton 
The Report was read Considered and ordered to be entered upon the 

minutes and the Council advise his Excellency to adopt the Report. 
His Excellency by commission bearing date this day appointed the Honble. 

the Chief Justice, The Right Reverend the Bishop and Judge Stewart Trustees 
of the Arms duty fund so called see Commr. Book p. 334. 

His Excellency with the advice of the Council was pleased to Appropriate 
the sums of money mentioned in the following Schedule out of the Arms 
duty fund so called arising from the additional duty of Excise of 4d per gallon 
on Sp_irits for the Specific p urposes following. 

For what purpose to whom payable 

Work House in Halifax Chief Just ice 
Provincial Jail in Halifax ditto 
St. Pauls Church Wardens 
New Church at Liverpool do 

do at Dartmouth do 
Pictou School drawn by Trustees 
To Annapolis School Trustees 
To aid discharged Soldiers who may be located Chief Justice, Sur­
in the Province veyor General & 

To give immediate relief to such settlers as are 
in distress from injury done by the mice &c 
the lateness of the present season and other 
causes 
To Repair Rawdon Church on the Inhabitants 
subscribing a similar sum 
Commissions to Honble M Wallace 
To St. Georges Chapel for the benefit of that 
church as a mark of the sense entertained by 
His Excellency of the liberal and proper conduct 
of the Congregation in accomodating the troops 
that attend Divine service there 
To Build a small house for a School-master 
with a School room for the use of the Negroes 
located at Preston 
For a similar purpose at Hammonds Plains 

H H Cogswell 
Treasurer 

Wardens 

Treasurer 
To the Elders 

sum 

£ 200 
500 

100 
500 
500 

50 
250 

1000 

500 

50 

250 
1 00 

100 

1 00 
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For what purpose to whom payable sum 

For a similar purpose for the disbanded soldiers 200 
located on the new road to Annapolis 
To aid the Inhabitants of Halifax to defray the 
Expense of providing Lamp posts lamps & 
brackets for lighting the Streets not to be paid 250 
until the inhabitants shall have subscribed and 
paid an Equal sum for that service and to be 
certified to the Council by the Commissioners 
of Roads at Halifax 
Towards erecting a new Church on the Windsor 
Road near to the Entrance of the road leading 
to Newport in case the measure should meet the 500 
approbation of the Bishop and be recommended 
by him but if not recommended by the Bishop 
this money is to be appropriated to other ser 
vices, and Provided that no part of this money 
shall be paid until the Bishop shall certify that 
the Inhabitants have raised and paid a like sum 
of £500 for the same service 
To the Bishop of Nova Scotia to aid the Halifax 
Diocesan Committee of the Society for Pro 
pagating Christian Knowledge to erect a School 100 
in St. Paul's Parish in which Poor Children are 
to be Educated upon the system introduced into 
England by Dr. Bell provided a Certificate shall 
be given that a similar sum has been subscribed 
for the same purpose 
To Relieve such of the Poor inhabitants of the 
County of Cumberland as may be found unable 100 
to Pay their Proportion of the Assessment for 
the Expence of building a new Court house 
in that County at the River Philip the Dis-
tribution to be made by the Judges who go the 
Circuit 
A like sum to be applied in the like manner for 100 
the New Court House at Dorchester in the 
County of Sydney 
To be applied by the Council on the recom- 1000 
mendation of the Bishop of Nova Scotia in such 
public services as may be in their Opinion most 
beneficial to the Province ----

£6450 
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XI 

At a Council held in the Council Chamber 
at Halifax the 27th day of December 1816 

Present 

The Right Honorable the Lieutenant Governor 
The Honble. the Chief Justice 
The Right Revd. the Lord Bishop 

The Honble. Michael Wallace 
" Charles Hill 
" Charles Morris 
" Thos . N .  Jeffery 
" R. J .  Uniacke 
" John Black 
" Brentn. Haliburton 
" Ph. Wodehouse 

It having been represented to His Excellency that 
Michael Tobin John Clarke Michl. Bennett 
John Albro Patk. Ryan Fredk. Major & Lawrence Doyle 

have been engaged in endeavouring to provide employment for numbers of 
distressed people who have lately arrived from Newfoundland ; and a list of 
those who remain unemployed amounting to in number about 150 having 
been delivered to His Excellency, The Council advise his Excellency out of 
any funds at his dispoal to put the sum of £ 100 into the hands of the before 
mentioned gentlemen with instructions to apply the same as expediciously 
as possible to provide for the removal of such distressed persons to such places 
in the Province where they may be able to find employment for them; and in 
the mean time to provide some temporary relief for such persons as are abso­
lutely destitute ; and further that the same gentlemen shall report to His 
Excellency how they shall have disposed of the foregoing sum, and what 
means they think most advisable to accomplish the foregoing object and what 
probable expense it will be necessary to incur to accomplish the .same. 
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XII 

Abstract of the Warrants drawn by His Excellency The Earl of 

Dalhousie on the Arms duty fund and paid by M . W. 

[ 1817- 1820] 

No. 1 Commissioners for relieving distressed Irishmen from 
Newfoundland 

2 Commissioners for relieving do do 
3 Honble. M. Wallace to pay for Provisions sent to the 

distressed settlers at St. Marys River 
4 The Trustees of the Grammar School at Pictou 
5 Valentine Gill, Drawing Plans &ca 
6 Isaiah Shaw for relieving Indians 
7 Richard Inglis fol' Road Service 
8 William Sabatier for Bridewell 
9 Taplin & Dugwell for [North] Fish Market 

10 Commissioners for aiding distress'd Emigrants to re-
move from Halifax to the interior of the Province 

1 1  Fraser, Liddell & Tobin for distress'd Emigrants 
12 Revd. C. Milner for his passage from England 
13 Honble. Chas. Morris for disbursements in Assisting 

to locate the disbanded Soldiers on the New Annapolis 
Road 

14 Alexander Henry, Drawing Plans &ca 
15 John Dinan, for Apprehending a Deserter 
16 Honble. Chas. Morris for Surveying &c 
17 Capt. Hay for furnishing Seeds to poor and industrious 

Settlers 
18 Richard Chapman for conveying the Health Officer to 

the several Vessels under Quarantine in the last Year 

Balance paid to the Committee appointed to furnish 
relief to the sufferers by Fire at Yarmouth &c. By 
order of Sir James Kempt to purchase Glass & nails 
October & November 1820 

1816 l By Balance remammg unappropriated by Sir John 

100 
16 

90 10 3 
50 

20 
50 

50 

100 
100 

50 

50 

50 

72 16 
20 
5 

37 

56 14 

10 

£928- 3 

24-10-9 

£952 11 0 

June J Sherbrooke £952 11 0 
M. W.  

P.A.N.S., Vol. 433, doc. 69  3/4 
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XIII 

Abstract of Payments made from the Arms Fund appropriated 
for building Churches 

Date Church Amount 
1832 

March 31 New Dublin Church 100 
May 16 Eastern Passage Church 12 10 
Septr 11 Gay's River Church 12 10 
Novr 8 Douglas Church 50 
1833 

March 15 Margaret's Bay Church 25 
July 23 Sherbrooke Church 25 
Novr 29 Gays River Church 12 10 
Deer 10 Antigonish Church Little River 12 10 
1834 

Febry 5 Mahone Bay Church 12 10 
" 27, Musquodoboit Church 25 

Antigonish Church 12 10 
1835 

May 13 Mahone Bay Church 12 10 
July 22 South East Passage Church 12 10 
1836 

Febry 4 River John Church 12 10 
" 25 Gut of Canso Church 12 10 

July 18 Antigonish Church (Little River) 12 10 
Augt 3'1 Three Fathom Harbour Church 25 
Novr 21 Antigonish Church 12 10 
Deer 23 Gut of Canso Church 12 10 

----

£412 10 
[In pencil] Order drawn to Jas. Stewart Esq. for Pugwash Church, 

April/45, £ 12 10 
Lakeland Church £50 
River Job.n 12 10 
Pugwash 12 10 

75-
Balance 

75 

87 10 

( £500- l 




