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INTRODUCTION

The following letters of Rev. Norman MeLeod, fourteen in number
were presented to the Publie Archives of Nova Scotia through the good offices
of Professor W. R. Maxwell, by Mr. J. M. Gordon of Mill Brook, formerly
New Gairloceh, Piectou County, N. S. They were written to his grandfather,
John Gordon, between the dates 1835 and 1851, and were obviously intended
to be read by a little group of friends who had remained loyal to that remark-
able man throughout the entire period of his sojourn in Cape Breton. Of
MeLeod himself nothing need be said in this brief introduection, as his carcer
1s well-known and in the past few years interest has been revived by accounts
of his life from two different continents: Dr. M. D. Morrison, The Migra-
tion of Scolch Seltlers from St. Ann's, Nowva Scotia, to New Zealand, 1851-1860,
Colleetions of the Nova Scotia Historical Society, Volume 22, Halifax, N. S.,
1933; N. R. McKenzie, The Gael Fares Forth, The Romantie Story of Waipu
and Sister Settlements, Whitcombe & Tombs Limited, Wellington, New
Zealand, 1935. But, as first hand information on his character and personal-
ity 1s so scant and rare, 1t has seemed fitting that these letters should be printed
in full, despite the rather arid nature of their contents in general.

In these letters the sharp angles and rigid prineiples of Rev. Norman
MceLeod are revealed in a unique way. They show him to have been scorn-
ful of other ministers, impatient of all authority save his own, but extremely
insistent upon the correctness of his own interpretations and the necessity
of conforming to his views. They also show that he went to great pains to
kindle and restrain his followers.

Though his sojourn in Pictou County had been brief, he maintained a
warm spot in his heart for his followers there and. despite the difficulties of
communication and the manifold cares of his busy life in St. Ann’s, he seems
to have visited them frequently and to have maintained a friendly supervision
over their spiritual life and conduct. His frequent references to Pauline
literature would seem to indicate that he regarded himself as another apostle
constrained to keep close wateh over his scattered flock, through correspond-
enee, at least.

But, despite the manifest love he bears towards his friends, he is not
too restrained in his castigation of individuals in Pictou and New Glasgow
for swearing. profanation of the Sabbath and immorality, both negative and
positive; and, after one outburst of torrential cloquence on the sins of Pictou,
he exelaimed that he saw reason to bless the Lord for having ordered his lot
in St. Ann's.

Here and there, also, there are hints to the effeet that his carlier ut-
terances in Pictou had evoked threats of physical violence and vandalism
in the event of his return; but, on all visits made during the period of these
letters, he seems to have been unmolested by his opponents and warmly re-
ceived by his friends. At the time of the potato famine, in particular, he re-
ceived from his friends in New Gairloch a gift of oatmeal, which not only
brought comfort to his own family but did much to relieve destitution amongst
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his immediate neighbours. Incidentally, letters IX and X give a vivid ac-
count of the effects of this potato blight in St. Ann’s.

These same letters make the first references to the letter and newspapers
received from his son, Donald, in Australia, and they reveal the steps in that
growing excitement which ultimately swept the community into emigration
once more. e himself seems to have kept his head and to have examined
carcfully the pros and cons, both spiritual and material, before committing
himself to the venture. It is noteworthy that both he and his followers were
much concerned to leave a good name behind them. They were no abscond-
ing debtors: they wished not only to collect their own just debts but also
to pay their own before embarking for the promised land.

But, notwithstanding the emigration fever and the exacting cares of
leadership, MecLeod did not negleet his followers in PPictou. He still found
time to write and even to visit them once more; and his last letter earried the
assurance that if he was spared to cross the great seas, he would think it his
“privilege & pleasure” to write ‘“‘a sketeh of the scencs & circumstances of
the country of our destination in secular & religious concerns.”

As no such letter has been found in Mr. Gordon’s collection, it must be
assumed that the @dyssean trials and tribulations of the Normanites in Aus-
tralia and New Zealand robbed him of the pleasure and denied him the privilege
of continuing the correspondence. In any event, these fourteen letters have
been preserved intact, except the fourth letter of which the edges were tattered
and torn, and they should give a more intimate picture of the founder of
Normanism than can be obtained from secondary sources alone. Perhaps,
too, the publication of these letters may stimulate others to examine their
collections in the hope of similar discoveries.

D. C. HarveEy.

Halifax, N. S.
@ctober 7, 1939.



Letters of Rev. Norman MclLeod

St Ann’s Cape Breton 31st Deer 1835
Dear friends

Your letter dated Ist Septr. came to hand in due course. It would be
ungrateful in me not to feel sincerely glad for the account you gave of the
state of our kind {riends in that quarter. It was not from any forgetfulness
or negligence that I postponed returning you answer some weeks sooner;
but as my Johny had written some lines to his kind correspondent John MeKay,
I felt not so uneasy to be silent for a time. [ should be humbly thankful to
the Lord for the degree of health that my dear Mary enjoys at this time,
altho she is never expeected to be but delicate. The boy Bunyan is still but
very tender, yet not always uncomfortable. He is generally improving his
literal knowledge by study and reading altho much confined to the house
since the beginning of Winter. @ur good neighbours are generally in their
ordinary health and circumstances. There is no particular change among us,
but that two of our Settlers have lately gone to sce Canada, in hopes of meeting
some encouragement for settling in that country. The Individuals are Nor-
man MeDonald & Alexr. Munro! both sons-in-law to Duncan Munro Caraboo.
This Settlement would indeed be the better of wanting these men with their
families, & a few other persons that will be apt to accompany them, in case
they may find places elsewhere any way suitable to their wishes. You know
that McDonald has been for many yvears dissatisfied, on religious accounts,
& for a long time promised himself to gain a strong party to strengthen his
foolish pretensions; but by degrees failing of success, and more desperately
of late, he thought proper at last to abandon this corner. As to Munro his
discontent originated & ripened mainly from dire misunderstanding arising
and existing between his family & some of his nearest relations around him;
especially for dexterous deceit & falsehood in his children, supported by their
mother, & neither acknowledged nor corrected by him, till he tired the patience
of his dearest neighbours and best friends, so that his own very brothers, who
perhaps have been too indulgent & patient to him, were notwithstanding
obliged to engage another Schoolmaster, even a mere new emigrant, in his
stead, before he left this place. We were since a long time desirous to be rid
of such malcontents as these in question, whenever it would fall out in the
course of providence. @ther friendly people are glad to purchase their Lots,
& settle in their places. Dond Fraser from West Branch bought McDonald's
land which you know is ovposite the point of mine. Little do they conceive
what mercies & privileges they exchange for wild Canada, where, according
to a late calculation, there are ten Romanists to every Protestant, and the
latter too frequently also of indifferent characters and various persuations,
besides many other exceptions. Were there no fatality or demerit in sin but
what is incurred thro the influence thercof, even in this life it would be
indeed alarming to any enlightened mind.

1. Alexander Munro had commenced teaching in 1829, in a district described as the “.\:0rth Side

of St Ann’s’’, while Rev. Norman McLeod himself was teaching at the ‘'South Side”. Munro
taught until 1833, at least, according to school returns in the Archives.
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As to my thoughts on the subject of revisiting Pictou neither myself
nor my hest friends here are indifferent. My poor partner tender as her
frame 1s, would be glad to accecmpany me, if her health should any way re-
cruit. I would think it very agrecable to her constitution & to that of my
sickly boy to take a short summer voyage, and this could not fail being a
strong inducement to my mind on the subject. I have been away with them
at sea for the space of a week in the beginning ef Augt—and it wasremarkably
known that they both rapidly improved their health. I sorely regretted that
my duties at home would not then admit of a longer stay on the floating
clement. If I can sce you again, you shall be once more troubled with such
a swarm of my kind neighbours along with me as may be hyperbollically
compared to the locusts of Egypt, to eat every green thing among yvou. But
to speak more seriously 1 should feel concerned for the safety of our Vessel
while I would remain there, not on account of the Custom House, but from
the influence of other malignant & prejudiced minds, of which I formerly
had some threatening experience. For the Controller’s seizure of our Vessel
there before. was a means of disappointment to some malicious persons who
thought to be revenged upon us through that medium and were consequently
prevented showing us any more direct violence. And so the trouble that our
friends had suffered on our account in that case turned very providentially
to our advantage. And if it should be our duty to go thither again the same
good Providence might still guard & direct our passage. When you tell me
that vou do not as herctofore attend Ministers, nor any further intend to
support them; I helieve you have attended & supported them long enough,
and that you will never have any reason to repent for your change of conduct.
I speak this by long experience of the disposition and conduct of Ministers;
but as this is an old tune with me I need not much pursue it for their domineer-
ing spirit is now too obvious in their forehead to be concealed from the detec-
tion of any ordinary & sincere discernment. Mr John Munro Commissioner
of High Roads from vour place, I understand passed lately by this settlement,
without seeing us. I learn he was not farther than a quarter of a mile from
my house; and not half that distance from my friend Uncle Zead's. He used
formerly to be so kind that he would be a welcome guest in my family on his
own account besides his claim on us by his being from Pictou. But it scems
that he has got prejudized some way sinee I had last conversed with him. 1
recollect to have heard from some of his neighbours that ‘the wasps had sucked
his honey’. I helieve he may take his own excuses tho’ we are not disposed
to receive them. I am afraid he is indeed grown proud of his commission
and the accidental company of gentlemen, which is the natural result of bene-
fits upon airy and unsubdued minds. I carnestly wish that your variance
with ungodly Ministers & formal professors would be guided by humility &
circumspection, as well as by zecal & fortitude. Some religious people are
wont to fear others more than themselves, which never fails to leave on its
subjects fearful marks of deadness, pride, formality, and other spiritual plagues.
Such marks, I am sory to suggest, as are no mystery to be discerned in the
conversation of some of our friends in that quarter; and vet very few people
are properly alarmed at these dangers; and yet there is hardly any thing more
fatal than these in the world among religionists. 1 could be far more explieit
and particular on this point, but that I am not willing to give any ncedless
offence.
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Wishing to hear from you at any time vou think it proper & convenient,
and with joint and Sincere Respeets to you and other friendly enquirers
I remain dear friends
Yours in love

Mr John Gordon N. McLrob
N. Gairloch
Pictou

IT
St Anns C. B. 27 Marech 1836
Dear John

I wrote you & other friends there by post several weeks ago, to which
I expected some return before now. I now intend to drop you a few lines only,
as the bearer goes yvour length, merely stating that our friends here are gen-
erally in their ordinary way, and my own family among them. My dear
Wife & boy are not worse in health at this time than when I wrote you last;
I think they are rather better. But their is one certain point on my mind
that I cannot pass unnoticed. I hinted in my former letter some fears I felt
rconcerning the selfishness of some of my friends in that quarter; but as I
did not explain my meaning I was since afraid lest my suggestion might prove
a bar, at least for a time, to block your correspondence. And therefore I
tell you now in few words that my aim was this:—We have here observed
in the obituary of one of the newspapers from New York, called the Emigrant,
The death of the late John Gordon of Roger's Hill, reprinted from some
British Journal. This extraordinarily glaring account of the death of a man
in low and obscure circumstance, in addition to what I formerly knew about
his Grave stone, the foolish and ostentatious Epitaph; and all these things
set on foot & wing, by the means of his Family, and especially the vainglorious
James must make the head ache. O the silly pride of that family, and the
open foolishness of that James. I really feel sick and sorry for these things:
vea very deeply ashamed & disgusted from my very soul. Altho’ I am far
from wishing their enemies to hear of this paragraph, yet I write it on purpose
to be heard by themselves; and I verily think their manifest folly should be
a serious warning to others.
With joint & sincere good wishes
to you & other well wishers
I am, in haste vours in love,

N. McLEeob.

ITI

St. Ann’'s C. B. 15th June, 1839
My dear friend,

Altho’ T take my pen, I have not mueh upon my mind to communicate;
but as a fair opportunity occurs at present, I wish to tell you & the rest of our
friends there that I still remember your friendship with gratitude. It is now
a long time since I heard from any of you, except a few lines I had received
in March from Donald Fraser, which I answered on receipt of them at Grand



8 PUBLIC ARCHIVES OF NOVA SCOTIA

River, as I happened to be there at the time. As I have never refused, nor
neglected to return some answer to any letter received from any of you it
remains with yourselves to continue our correspondence less or more frequent-
ly. I do not see reason to trouble you or myself in detailing secular concerns
of no great importance, especially since the bearer can inform you of any
such matters. And what shall I say of religious subjects, since the times are
so fearfully dark & dead! And if your souls felt the danger of such dreadful
signs as are now visible in the religious world, it would be likely to make you
break silence in some manner or other; especially, as your quarter of the Coun-
try seems to be in as deplorable a condition on that ground, as any part around.
It is likely you are, at best, but weakly affected for the Lord’s manifest and
fearful withdrawings of his spiritual communications from communities &
individuals. This judgment, my {riends, 1s the most direful & dangerous in
the world; and yvet generally the least lamented among almost all mankind;
and particularly those more deeply under its destructive power. A degree
of mere morality, or formal devotion will not exempt Societies, or particular
members from this fatal frown of Heaven. O, my kind correspondents, what
can I write on this most solemn & interesting theme! The Sovereign Lord
& Governor of the Universe has left men under the power of delusive opinions,
& deadly sleep on this awful ground, crying peace, peace. when there is no
peace. The soul that is not affected or alarmed now on this dreadful point is
manifestly under the sad dominion of spiritual death & delusion. It is the
Lord’s powerful operation upon the heart & conscience that can properly
& coffectually arouse men to a dire sense of this most serious & important
subject. Mere proffession, dead devotion, & an outward rusty shell of reli-
gion, without tenderness of conscience, life of affection, or renovation of spirit,
are the open & gloomy plague of our day; and if you had any spark of life
awake in your souls, yvou would fear your situation & fellowship. as the very
brink of ruin without lively means of teaching & diseipline, and a conscientious
example according to the spirit of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

Any information will be welcome from you at any time. With sincere
& joint good wishes to you & the rest of our friends there

I remain,
my dear friend,
vours in love,

N. McLxtob

IV

St. Ann's, C. B. 10th March, 1840—
My dear Friends,

I received your letter some time ago by Heetor MceKenzie and seme
short lines before then by John MceKenzie, both of which were welcome; but
as the contents of them appeared far more lifeless than I could wish, I have
felt but little heart to write any return; but as I do not wish to break our
correspondence altogether I must write you something. But what shall 1
say? There is one point however which i1s not seldom at these times on my
mind, viz. That all who have any saving experience do feel their need of
frequent use of the outward means of Grace & salvation, not only in secret
before the Lord, but also in fellowship & association with their fellow Chris-
tians. There is nothing clearer and more ample thro® all the Seripture than
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this particular. ‘A day in thy courts is better than a thousand’ &c. Psalm 84
throughout. ‘They that feared the Lord spake often one to another’ &ec.
Mal. 3.16. ‘Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together’ &e. Heb. 10.25.
‘But if we walk in the light as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with
another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his son cleanseth us from all sin’ 1
John, 1. 7. There is a grievous want of this important sign very manifest
among our friends in that quarter: and the consequence is and must be
lamentable and very dangerous. Sleep and death are synonimous terms in
spirituals. Lively religious conference is a means in the hand of the Lord which,
according to his promise, he uses to bless to the heirs of salvation. ‘For when
two or three are gathered together in my name, (saith Christ) then am I
in the midst of them’. DMat. 18.20. Devotion and christian fellowship are in
high degree, the life of the soul as an effectual and enjoined medium of con-
veyance of spiritual food from the fountain of licht & life. I speak on this
head according to my own experience, as well as the word of God. I cannot
therefore but pity and fear your solitary & unsociable religious circumstance.
I find some inconvenience in writing to so many of you under the shape of
one correspondent, because this circumstance will not admit of so much
freedom in expressing my thoughts to you individually. For it is not so toler-
able for vou to hear of your particular or individual defects or dangers in
letters open to all, as if you were respectively addressed alone or apart. And
vet we know that this was many times the case with good men in every age,
and even for the most part, with the very Apostles. But we see that this
inconvenience not seldom subjeeted them to limitations, circumlocutions and
to a more general manner of application than the case would otherwise happen;
and it necessarily left them under greater difficulty when, now & then, they
were obliged to treat with some freedom of the sins or slanders of individuals
by name. All those good & great writers wished frequently to see their cor-
respondents face to face, not only from motives of love & attachment, but
also in order to be enabled to speak with more freedom to them conecerning
duties, defeets or dangers, according to their different offices, circumstances
and characters. At other times they would only write,—some of you are
in this manner, and some in that, &e. Now my good friends, you can see
on this ground that I am left under unavoidable restraint in addressing a
cluster of names together, so that I cannot but keep a certain degree of reserve
but when I treat of general characters. And we labour under another dis-
advantage in our correspondence, if I should even turn my thoughts to address
every one of you apart, the most of you cannot read, and hardly two among
vou would be able to express your minds freely & properly without recourse
to other hands to return me any answer. You may consequently feel assured
that I use a considerable degree of reserve in my communication with yvou,
and that I plainly sece different traits in some of your characters & habits
that are both very deep & dark, as well as very dangerous, of which I have
never written you one word. And tho' you are in general my kind friends for
a long time now, yet some of you are so self-conceited of your own wisdom
& understanding, and so headstrong in your temper and disposition, that
I should fear very much how far could you bear even a christian plain dealing.
The Lord look upon strong and selfish minds without any real conviction
or brokenness of spirit up from their cradle. What will the eripple stock of
natural reason or even the mere dead letter of God’s precepts avail in our
eternal concerns without the powerful light & life of the spirit of Jesus Christ!
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@, the hateful pride & rank obstinacy—the deep-rooted worldliness & dread-
ful malignity—the secret contempt of God & of good men, with all their dire-
ful train of concomitants that are hiddenly lurking & domineering in the
breast of every carnal and unregenerated man in the world! And these &
similar vices are excited and break forth unto practice in less or greater de-
grees, according to the different inclinations & circumstances of men, and the
various temptations to which from day to day they are exposed. I do not
by any means choose to discourage your correspondence; but allow me in
humility & meekness to observe that your letters in general are marked with
a dangerous degree of deadness & unconcern. You seem to be slumbering
under the fatal power of spiritual sleep: so that I am actually & earnestly
ashamed to show or to read them to our very friends & serious well wishers.
But if I were even present with you, I would indeed feel afraid to speak to
some of you on the particular grounds of your spitirual maladies in an explicit
& unreserved manner according to my humble & familiar knowledge. It is
easy & natural, for dead & dark minds to foster false peace & groundless con-
fidence; for it is some of the genuine & artful devices of Satan, as the strong
man, to keep his subjects in such fatal unconcern if he can till death. There
is hardly any clearer fruit or sadder sign of unbelief or a more general plague
of souls in the world than religious security; and whenever it reigns and con-
tinues, the wicked one carries his vietims to eternal destruction under its
[awful] power as the seripture saith ‘‘as captives at his will.” And yet this
is the undisguised state of almost all the world, in...................... i

& variety of sentiments, circumstances & manners. .. ..................
fever or lethargy, is in a degree the manifest. . ......... ... .. .. .. . .
among the rest of your wretched & delirious neighbours. It may be........
.............. enemy as of David, that it killed its tens of thousands; or
as Chris...................... that stubborn demon the deaf & dumb
spirit, that it goeth not [out but by]............ prayer & fasting. As the
pool of Bethseda was of no virtue without [troubling] of the water, so are all
means ineffectual to the soul without [conscience] and trouble of conscience
which the man of sccurity, as such, never is the sleep of death which D wvid
dreaded & prayed against in the It is ordinary for men to be sly, head-
strong, self-confident, contentio[us] wilful, or, in short, to be anything which
is congenial or agreeable to the natural bent of their temper & inclination;
and to be at the sa[me] [time] full of self-importance & worldly religion as
they please. You have [with] sad reason complained of the fast & open signs
of the degeneracy of your place & [neighbours] I could wish that these dark
clouds would prove as means in the Lord’s hand to alarm any from the wrath
to come, of which the sins of the times are but a fatal presage. Pictou in
general [is] a fearful place. It has been ripening & fast improving in wicked-
ness & religious formality for a [number of] years together; and had been pre-
paring for evil days before I first left it: and in truth it was my [concern]
on that ground that made me so loth & fearful at the time to remain any
longer within its boundaries. I experienced an awful & uncommon dread on
my heart & spirit concerning the increasing audacity [and] formality of the
inhabitants, as well as the approaching appearance of the tokens of God’s
displeasure, [which] I have never seen rcason before now to tell, but to a few
intimate friends. Under such a glaring religious. ............ ... I know not
the comparison of Pictou in the whole land, for shameless & daring wicked-
ness, & the.............. of God’s judgement. I humbly desire to bless
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the name of the Lord, for having given me & some of my [friends] a gate to
escape from it in time; tho' I deeply regret that others, of my kind fellow
creatures, are left behind under such deplorable unconcern about themselves
& others in the middle of a branch of Sodom. I [say] Sodom, particularly
in reference to the places about N. Glasgow; for besides other points of extra-
vagance, I have [heard from)] eye-witnesses of the filthiness prevalent there,
particularly at the shipping place, where it is customary to see

accompanying sailors during the night melancholy sights and
grievous to my friendly informants. I am not aware of the extent of this
enormity. As for my own part from what I personally understood when I
was there the two last times, as well as from what I have learned from time
to time, upon very sure grounds, since those periods I would see very little
reason to trust the life of any public faithful witness for Heaven, among many
of its desperate inhabitants. The empty sound of religion & the filthy song
of the rioting, drunken swearer, go now hand in hand, under lofty colors all
over its more populous places. With the same mouth to bless God & to curse
men, excited one of Heaven's ancient complaints against similar sinners.
Dishonest & deceitful modes of transaction, particularly in lands & horses
were indeed some of the first enormities that arrested my own mind with
disgust & alarm, after my landing in that quarter; especially on finding that
that wicked habit was carried on so generally, without a blush of shame, even
among the oldest & most glaring professors of religion, as well as the loosest
& wildest set of young men in the country. Wild jest, or malignant scorn
at any testimony, by precept or practice, any wise reflecting on the current
sentiments or conduct of these scorners has for a long time been another
gloomy sign of the place. It was at the bridge & forge of West River that
I first ever heard profane swearing by the awful name of the Holy Ghost,
which is awfully fresh in my memory, till this very moment. This is a high
pitch of profanity indeed, in a land of Secripture light. Maddened itch for
immoderate dressing is an ordinary point of the extravagance of the times,
in most places, more notoriously in reference to females; but that quarter
grasps more than a common share of it. And in the Towns I hear that the
profanation of the Sabbath is now become fashionable. It is hard to say what
the end of these things be. But tho' the Spirit of God is silent to such pre-
sumptous wretches, His Providence towards them cries aloud. O! Pictou,
Pictou! Thy sins are fearful and thy spiritual judgements arc alarming. 1
feel not much inclined at the time to trouble you with any long account of
the circumstance of this place; but if I could treat of it in humility I would
tell you that I sce reason to bless the Lord for having ordered my lot in this
very spot. Whatever causes of complaint we may think to have in this life
yet when I seriously endeavour to draw comparisons between different places,
I verily believe upon very sure grounds that we are in a certain degree behind
the storm; and in many instances enjoy privileges both negative & positive
beyond most places in the world. We have one important reason for humility
& thankfulness that the Lord has not left us with the outward means of sal-
vation without his own gracious presence. The preaching of the word & its
accompanying discipline are also not without a less or greater degree of re-
straining or improving influence over the minds & manners of our community
in general. And this is not at all the worst time with us in reference to friend-
ship and peace among our neighbours at large. But in my own family in
particular, blessed be the Lord, I enjoy a sweet and more ample share of all
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these blessings & benefits together. I have not heard any particular account
of James Gordon for a long time. He seems to have taken offence at me for
my plain dealing with him the last time I was there. If thisisreally the case,
tho’ I would be sincerely sorry for it, yet I eannot help it; for I still think it
was upon the whole but my faithful duty to him. Iheard he was once working
at the Mines whether he still continues there or not. I do not intend to offend
any of you by what I have written, tho’ I fear some of you may be apt to think
some of my remarks too severe & unmerited. I feel sorry that our kind friend
John Gordon, to whom I direct my letters, would not have something fresh
on his mind to communicate during or after his sickness; for it is usual in the
Lord’s dealings, where he strives in merey with any persons, to give them some
rousing or reviving of spirit thro’ their afflictions.

I have no inclination in the mean time to make any remarks upon Min-
isters, their desperate state in general is, from day to day, become more &
more melancholy. Any account from you will be welecome at your conven-
ience. DMy delicate spouse & the rest of the family are well at present as well
as the neighbours in general. altho’ we are all sincerely sorry for the death
of our dear & worthy friend Mrs. Ross.

With due & joint respects,
I remain, my dear friends,
Yours very sincerely,

N. McLEob.

St Ann’s C Breton 20th @ctr 1843

My dear friend,

Your kind letter of the 14th Ult. came to hand a few days ago; for which
I have longed from post to post since your supposed arrival at home, after
your trip to this place. I feel sorry for kind Hugh McPherson’s desperate
confinement, with sore disease. I am afraid he will not long survive his pre-
sent sorry condition. I am however glad to hear of no further sad accounts
of the same nature in that quarter among our friends, at this time. @ur cir-
cumstances on the score of health, 1s much the same as when you left us.
Mr. John Fraser, who was corresponding with the Editor of the ‘“Banner’’?
on the subject of “Bird of Passage’” wrote to the Revd. Mr. Ross of West
River, requesting him to send the unpublished letters of Bird to the number
of six, in his possession, to Mr. John McPherson by whom some of them were
carried to Pictou. And unless Mr. Ross has yet complied with that request
perhaps one or the other of yourselves can see him (Mr. Ross)?® to this purpose.
We smelled from the ‘Eastern Chronicle’ that its Editor thought the letters
of Bird too hot to be further published. The rcligion of the times is too soft
and smooth to be roused or ruffled. Your short anectode of your McIntosh?®

2. The Presbyterian Banner, established in 1842 under the editorship of Rev. James Ross.
3. Rev. James Ross, born at West River, now Durham, Pictou county, educated at Pictou Academy
and Edinburgh University, and at this time editor of the Presbyterian Banner. He later became
rincipal of West River Seminary, moved with it to Truro and, finally, ¢ntered the reorganized
alhousie College as its principal in 1863.
4. The Eastern Chronicle was founded in 1843 by merging the Afechanic and Farmer and the Pres-
byterian Banner. It has had a continuous existence since that date.
5. Rev. Donald McIntosh, a minister of the Church of Scotland, was inducted into the charge of
Saltsprings and Gairloch in 1833 and remained there until 1844, when he returned to Scotland
to obtain a better charge after the Disruption.
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is but agreeable to the spirit of the Clergy. @ur famous ranter and revivalist
—the Great McLean® has received a congregation at Tobermorray in Mull,
and so is never expected to trouble us here any more by his muddy & madden-
ing ministry; for which we feel very thankful to Heaven.

We hope also, according to general report, that some more of this pest
of beings will by degrees retrace their steps to their old native country. This
1s very gracious to us, instead of being inclosed more & more by additional
flocks of these destructive locusts from year to year, from that ecclesiastical
den of thieves, our unlucky old Scotland.

Blessed be the Lord for the late open breach in the proud & persecuting
established Church of that Kingdom, styled the Church of Scotland. Her two
powerful parties being equally worldly & wicked, begin now to turn their
wild & violent weapons upon cach other; by which we enjoy a good deal of
respite from them, beyond our previous expectation on the subject.

As to the passage of Seripture you quote for my remarks, it is of a very
wide & general intent & application. But some good men and great scholars
assert that our KEnglish translation is rather harsh; and that the word “quar-
rel” should be rendered complaint. And our galic version favors this modifica-
tion; which is cuis ghearain. The words of the text ran thus: “If any man
have a quarrel (or cause of complaint) against any; even as Christ forgave
vou, so also do ye.” Colossians III. 13. If I were to lecture on this text I
would divide it, according to the clear scope of the words, into the following
Three general heads: As Ist A cause of complaint is supposed, by the apostle,
to subsist between any individuals of his Colossian christian correspondents.
IInd A Solemn duty is enjoined, namely, mutual forbearance or forgiveness.
IIIrd. The creterian, or estimate of that duty, viz. Christ’s manner of for-
giveness to themselves. The Ist of these general heads branches itself into
two subdivisions: As First, That the quarrel or complaint supposed was
neither of a public character, nor for the breach of any essentially important
principle of christianity. And Secondly, that the Apostle had no specific
or particular sin or transgression in view on the subject; as may clearly be
learned from the whole context; hoth as antecedent & subsequent; as well
as from the words of the text. The latter part of this chapter, from the 18th
verse to the end, helps to show us that the cause or success of complaint
more likely to have been in the view of the Apostle, according to the words
of our text, mainly consisted in petty & private differences; and chiefly be-
tween close neighbors and near connections & associates: Such as husbands
& wives, parents & children, masters & servants. And indeed much of our
sanity & safety, disconteant & danger, or peace or perturbation, depends upon
our ruling disposition & temper, conversalion & conduct, in our social cir-
cumstances and among our close connections in families & neighborhood;
whether we take the subject in a civil, moral, or religious point of view; the
last of which, includes the former other two terms. Seripture, reason, and
experience combine to support & illustrate these plain & brief remarks. But
as I do not intend to prosecute this doctrine, I shall only observe one par-
ticular point, of what should fall under the third or last genecral head of the
foregoing division, viz. The estimate or proper standard of our enjoined

6. Rev. Peter McLean is described by Rev. John Murray as ‘“‘preeminently the evangelist of the
Cape Breton pioneers.”” He came to Cape Breton in 1837, assisted by the Edinburgh Ladies’
Association, and preached strenuously throughout the western part of the Island until his health
gave way. In 1842 he returned to Scotland and in the following year accepted a call to Tober-

mory, Isle of Mull. In 1853 and again in 1866 he revisited Cape Breton, but in the meantime
Rev. Norman McLeod had left the Island.
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duty of forbearance, & forgiveness, on the subject of the Text; which is Christ’s
manner of forbearance, or forgiveness, in his treatment to, or towards our-
sclves.  And these are very evident points, that if we are not convinced of
our own dangerous & daily subjection to offend, both against heaven & earth,
or in other words, against God and our fellow creatures, we must necessarily,
feel either dead & indifferent; or rash & rancorous, unmerciful & unforgiving,
to the failings & foibles of others against us; and that there is nothing more
conducive to the proper tempering & taming, softening & sweetening, of our
nature, to one another, than true gospel sense & skill of the Lord’s sovereign
& surprising durable & tender, free, full & familiar love & compassion, mercy
& remission to ourselves. For the brief illustration of this point, read the 18th
Chapter of St. Matthew from the 25th verse to the end. And St. James 5. 16
first clause of the verse. The only remark I farther now make, is that, at least,
some decent & proper acknowledgement, in some shape or other, ought to
be made, on the part of the wrong party, in expecting or exacting forgiveness,
according to the true meaning of the text: According to the known degree
& nature of the supposed wrong; and the relative age, sex, position, connec-
tion, and other circumstances of the parties concerned; the various branches
of which would admit of very extensive & fruitful illustrations. For it is not
to be expected that a superior, or a parent, &c. would be demanded to make,
in every respect, the same concession to an inferior, or a child, &c. as these
to their corelatives. Inferiority, superiority, & equality are here to be con-
sidered. Now I repeat that this text would freely admit of very extensive
& fruitful branching & illustrations; and my soul is in it; but you know, my
good friend, that a slight touch, in this way, is better than total silence; and
a short letter, like this, will not admit but of a very partial handling; but this
same may help your mind a little on this very important subject. And I
give you, and any other of our friends there, free access to ask my thoughts
on any similar subjects, which you may choose at any time.

The Pamphlet which I had in the press, for a long time, is at last finished.
The printers of it have had various impediments in their way, since they
received the first part of the manuseript. But tho’ I have many times re-
gretted the delay; yet I see the hand of providence in it;for that delay has
brought about several circumstances, which have excited my mind to write
on different subjects, formerly, either wholly, or partly unknown; and in a
more special manner, the late division & disruption in the Church of Scotland;
about the merit of which, the generality of people are deeply mistaken. The
Pamphlet has so far grown, under the procrastination of the Press, that it
is now a book, of nearly 350 octavo pages’. The whole impression is at Hali-
fax, for binding. And tho’ I lay to my account to suffer sad reproach from
many quarters, in consequence of the work, yet I humbly hope that the Lord
has, in his providence, called me to its performance; and that many people,
after its perusal, will justify the scope of it. It may, I fondly expect, prove
the means of some good, in the improvement of the principles or practice
of some people. It treats of various subjects, besides the degeneracy of the
Church of Scotland; altho’ that was the original aim of it. I have added several
pieces to it, since you were here; besides what was in the hands of the printers
at that time, that you did not see. I suppose it is now nearly twice its bulk

7. The title of the book was The Present Church of Scotland and A Tint of Normanism contending
in A Dialogue. The place and date of publication do not appear on the volume, which contains
328 pages. The author's preface is dated 30th October, 1841 but the book contains letters dated
as late as December 25, 1842, and the Postscript apologizes for the delay. It was probably not
ready for distribution until the end of 1843 as this letter would suggest.



LETTERS OF REV. NORMAN McLEOD 15

then. I sincerely trust it will answer the expectation of my friends. As I
expeet to send some hundreds of the copies to Scotland, I do not choose to
send any considerable number of them to Pictou, without knowing something
of either the certain, or the very probable number of Subseribers there; per-
haps yourself, and some others of our friends there would forward me a list
of subsecribers’ names in a letter, as soon as convenient; and to retain a copy
of it with yourselves. The Printers say that the expense of their part of the
work, with that of the binders, will amount to something between £120 &
£130. But they did not yvet send me their account; altho’ I have paid part
of it already. If the book would sell for ready money I could rate it at five
shillings the copy without any loss; which the printers say is very cheap for
a new work of its size, in this Country. I make these last remarks, in order
to avoid disappointment to subseribers. But you will understand thatI
do not beggarly crave any to subseribe for it, but according to their own
free will. I hope that my main desire for its circulation is the Lord’s glory,
as well as the good of my fellow creatures. The book treats most favorably
of the old Church of Scotland, and of the 6ld Seceders. You can appoint
some friendly persons at proper distances, to get subseribers thro’ Pictou.
I received requests from different parts of Pictou, especially Roger's Hill
& Carriboo, to send some of the copies to them, when finished, but I have no
knowledge of the particular number. Mere curiosity to sce the production
of the singular leader of the Normanists is a strong motive, to excite the re-
quests of not a few, on this ground; who are otherwise but very neutral or
lukewarm on religious subjects: But curiosity itself has, some times, been
found to be the means of producing far better motives in the issue & end;
as in the case of Zaccheus. As I happen to meet a man just now returning
to Pictou I take the liberty of inclosing, for your curious perusal, the copy
of a letter which I lately sent to the famous Dr. McDonald of Urquhart. I
will allow you to give the reading of it to any of our close friends there, accord-
ing to your own discretion; but not to any others; since the original is but
a private correspondence. I inclose also a line for Mr James Gordon, which
vou will be kind to deliver safely to his hand. As I make a point of inter-
changing with my friends there a line for line, it will rest with yourselves
when may you expect the next from me. @ur good friends the Frasers and
other friendly persons, with the rest of my family join in their sincere Bless-
ings to you and the rest of our well-wishers, in that quarter. And
I remain, my dear friend,
Yours very truly
N. MclLzop
To Mr. John Gordon
New Gairloch

VI
St Ann's C. B. 29th March 1845
My Dear Friends,

It is this day that I have received your kind letter; and I feel glad to
hear of your health generally. According to my promise, I wrote a long letter
for you, on my arrival home from Pictou; tho’ I have never felt any heart
to forward it, but after some time of deliberation upon the drift of its contents,
I destroyed it; and did not further handle a pen for the same purpose ever
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since. This has not been by any means from either neglect, or indifference;
but that I thought it perhaps worse than in vain, to trouble you with any re-
marks, or reflections, any wise disagreeable to your own views and fecelings.
I have, no doubt, felt keenly grieved for your spiritual deadness; and also
partly for the conduct of some of my friends there; but how could I mend
these defects? for I did not presume to have but little authority over their
hearts, or habits. And it was therefore but necedless for me, and useless for
vou, that I should show my disapprobation, where I had no control, for I
did not choose to displease you, when 1 had no hope to profit you. This was,
in brief and broad truth, the very cause of my having crushed the said letter.
For you are, and ever have been, sufficiently wise in yvour own conceit; and
therefore feel very little need of my correction, or instructions; and so I rather
now be silent than trouble you without any appearance of advantage to you.
I expect one of my sons, who is on his way to Halifax, will deliver these lines
to yvou. And as he can inform you of any little circumstances about this
place I need not be tedious on that ground. It appears that the spiritual
blindness and plagues of Pictou are not decreasing. The Lord pity my dear
friends, who feel not more alarmed! We receive all yvour public news thro’
the ‘E. Chronicle! The Lord's hand is visible in the dreadful judicious hard-
ness and errors of men's minds; which are all boils and bustle about the mere
shell and sound of religion; and at the same time, without, or ‘denying the
power thercof.” If yvou had any proper sense of your danger from yourselves,
vou would also fear to live among formalists & wranglers, both in political
and religious concerns; and in that case, the merciful Saviour would compas-
sionately, either preserve you from fatal contagion where you reside, or give
you an out gate to a place of better means of spiritual nourishment, in teach-
ing & example. I sce plainly that your families after you, are in dreadful
danger of being hardened. in the furious & fashionable manners of your neigh-
bors, in unchristian giddiness & gaudry, vanity & folly, pride & passions.
‘Evil communications corrupt good manners.” With all your case and affluence
you would find your situation alarmingly critical, if you had proper feelings
of your spiritual and eternal responsibilities & concerns. I am seriously
afraid it will be too late when you are truly convinced on this awful ground.
You will however ohserve that I speak to you, in general, as to my dear friends,
and not to any of vou, just now, individually; for I feel no desire to irritate
any of vou; where I can, any way, consistently with my sense of duty, avoid
it. For I never have seen reason to be severe on you, for your lack of friend-
ship to me; but for your want of due concern for your own souls. For all
this I shall ever feel desireus to hear from vou now and then whenever you
find it convenient and will never refuse to give vou some friendly reply. For
tho" I am grieved to the very heart for yvour spiritual lethargy, I shall never
forget your continued friendship to myself, and family, and my best friends.
With kind and joint Regards to vou, and the rest of our well-wishers there,

I am, with great haste,
my very dear friends,
yours most truly,
N. McLEob.
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Messrs

John Gordon

John McPherson

John McKay

Dond. Fraser

&e

N. B. I have, at hand, sufficient number of copies of my book to send
thither, whenever an opening of conveyance may take place. I sent some
of them to Scotland in winter. The work is here hoth approved & accused,
as might have readily been expected, according to the nature and drift of it—
Perhaps you will please to write me on receipt of this, as I would choose to
hear whether my son arrived there safely; and do they hear any thing from
James Gordon, since he left Roger’s Hill; and when did any of vou see kind
John Mc¢Kenzie over at or near Dalhousie? And lastly whither is the great
Mr Stewart think to flee, when he leaves N. Glasgow?® We are afraid he may
vet return to Cape Breton, where he made so much disagrecable bustle before,
without any good to balance it. But the Lord of heaven & earth can over-
rule every thing to his own glory and the real advantage of his people.—

VII
St Ann’s C. B. Ist Feby 1846
My dear friends,

Your letter of the 1st Novr. I received only a short time since by which
vou may sce that it lay somewhere for a considerable period. I was surprised
that I was not hearing any word from you, long before the receipt thereof.
I had another letter from Pictou, with the same post, from James Gerdon,
which had been written about three weeks after the date of vours; and he
was then at Roger’s Hill expeeting to return to Bay d'Cheleur. He gives me
the same disagreeable account, with yourselves, of the state of that quarter,
on the ground of religcious wrangling, especially between the two late con-
tending parties. But altho’ this breach is, in some respeets, very grievous,
yet in other ways it is very grand and glorious; for by it the Lord manifestly
exposes, and in a manner, punishes the pride & hypocriey, wickedness & for-
malism of the parties concerned; so that others might he either admonished
by their means or Le hardened by their example, thro’ misplaced sympathy,
or vicious exultation over their degrading exposure. But it secems that it
1s but very few who really appear to have any correct views of the awful,
moral & religious degeneracy which have brought communities & kingdoms
to such a fearful erisis & consequence. And Pictou has been for a long time
now ripening by rapid strides for dreadful & dangerous scenes of this nature.
And the Lord only knows what will be the issue and end of these things. And
I sincerely regret that my best friends there show but little fear for themselves,
and others, on this serious score. Wickedness, and particularly under a re-
ligious disguise, in any place, is of such a bewitching & hardening nature,
that all those who do not dread it, according to its degree and propinquity
must fall by its influence.—Concerning the variance of our friends, McKay

8. Rev. John Stewart. a minister of the Church of Scotland., was sent out to Cape Breton by the
Edinburgh Ladies’ Society in 18:34. In 1838 he went to New (ilasgow, Nova Scotia, and preached
in St. Andrew's Church there until 1844, when he severed his connection with the Church of
Scotland and joined the Free Church of Nova Scotia.
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& Fraser, I feel indeed at a loss what to say. You seem to suggest that they
both are farther from the point of unity than when I left you. That account
1s very lamentable between two near, and formerly dear neighbors.

If you judge them to be both blamable, on the subject, you cannot enjoy
any scriptural freedom of mind to make the house of either of them a place
of yvour religious meeting. But if one of them were thought, by you, blame-
less, 1t would not be fair to abandon his house merely on account of his op-
ponent’s charge; unless you saw other rcasons for so doing. But, besides
their guilt before God, it is quite natural & ordinary that their folly & wild-
ness, pride & obstinacy, will break out more & more in the open view of the
world; according to their respective measure of culpability. This is one of
the great dangers of envy & strife, contention and wrangling between neigh-
bors; and more especially close & religious associates. And their additional
foolish & frivolous arguments, as you remark, since I saw you, to support
their difference, and extend the breach are evidences of this reasoning. But
the bane & plague of sin is to blind & bewitch its subjects; so as to decern
a mote in the eye of others, when, at the same time, insensible of a beam in
their own. This is the testimony of our Saviour; and am afraid it will apply
now to our two friends among you. Itisnot very fearful that the guilty party,
or parties can have no right to apply to Heaven, in any devotional sacrifice,
while under their known or knowable blame, without repentance, which al-
ways produces a humble & earnest desire of scriptural reconciliation. As
for my own part, if I should have the chance, in providence, to visit my dear
friends there once more, I would feel seriously concerned how to carry myself
on the subjects under remarks. And I should find it a very strong impedi-
ment to keep me from the place. And I would beg them, in the Lord’s name,
to endeavor to humble themselves before God, in order to lower their pride,
and soften their stubbornness, before they provoke him to have their wil-
fulness & folly exposed to their shame & disgrace before the world. The
shameful want of sincere love to one another is the principal cause of such
silly difference, and the longer they persist therein the more difficult their
pacification. And I cannot but suspect that some other means of estrange-
ment of mind, in themselves, or in their families, may have concurred to aug-
ment & prolong their sorry division. I wish to hear some better accounts
of the case in your'next communication. In reference to the books, unless
friendly persons should choose to buy them, I had no great expectation of
prejudiced people in their favor. You wrote that they were objected to,
by many, on account of the severity of the writing; and so they may; but this
generation is proportionately severe against Heaven; and that under the mask
of friendship & devotion. And that is the main reason of both the severity
of the book and of the apathy & opposition, with which it has to contend.
But the book contains also a good deal of lenience & indulgence, or liberality
of sentiments. Yet most people care for nothing at this time, but what sooths
& flatters their own religious formalism, & false confidence; and they have
sufficient means to that effect, without my assistance. I sorely regret to live
in a generation so hardened and aggravated against means of knowledge
as to require any such severity; but who can help it. We must act & work
according to the requisition of the spirit of our time. But in order to release
a degree of the money, which my friends kindly borrowed for me there, I
will allow you to sell the unsold books at a reduced price; or even any price
that you may think proper to set upon them. If you could see that friendly
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young man, who was at Mr McPherson’s house, and departed with me the
day I left, he would possibly sell some of them at Cape John; where he then
resided. His name is Ross—John, or Thomas—I do not fully recollect. They
know him well at Alex McLeod’s house, at the point; and he was with me
there the [morning] I started. I think he is a Justice of the peace, for he is
addressed ‘Esquire.” Perhaps Mr. James Dawson Book Seller at the harbor
might sell some copies of them, at a reduced price—Whatever the publica-
tion may do there, or in any other quarter, [blessed] be the Lord’s name, it
has done a good decal of service in Cape Breton by muzzelling the mouths
of many objectors, & slandcrers, moderating the vicious reflections of others,
and gaining several to be friends, who were formerly either indifferent, or
malivolent to Normanism altho’ at the same time not a few have felt the
smart of the work, without better tokens than gnashing their teeth, and hat-
ing the author; especially Arminians, & Papists. My dear spouse has been
better all this season since I left you, than for several years past. She has
not been a night without sleep, by sickness since the beginning of last summer
and the rest of the family & friendly neighbors are well. Donald Fraser wishes
his people there to know of his health. All these join in best wishes to you
& other enquiring friends in that quarter; & expecting to hear from you as
soon as convenient, I am,
my dear friends,
yours sincerely,

N. McLEob.
Messrs. Gordon & McPherson
&e &e

VIII
St Ann’s 26th March 1847
My Dear sir,

I received your two kind letters the latter of which having been dated
on the 20th ult without giving vou, till now, any return. I need not tell you
the cause of my long silence, since you heard already of my confinement; which
has continued for the space of about three months. For except once, or twice,
I did not yet go out the door, during that period I was brought very low, for
some wecks, even to the borders of death, but I do not wish to trouble you
farther on this subject; only to say that my sickness consisted chiefly in a
desperate cough and cold; which I caught from home, where I was preaching
for a whole week almost day & night, in a windy and frosty time; and which,
in a long degree, deprived me of sleep, at least for a fortnight. But blessed
be the Lord, altho’ I am yet but weak, I am still improving strength, by little
& little, from day to day. My dear and delicate partner has had the merey
of enjoying better health during my illness, than for several years past. The
rest of the family, and our friends here, in gencral, are well, at the time. I
feel sorry for the account you give of our friends there, who were at long var-
1ance; but I don’t mean to say much now on that score. Indeed I am yet
but rather feeble in body & mind to make long remarks, without something
very dutiful & important being at stake; and I would not attempt to write
vou at all, till I should further strengthen, but only to answer some of your
expectation but my head, in particular, is but very weak and a little dizzy
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still. I thank you for your notice of our kind friend James Gordon. I wonder
how will he keep house without his sister; unless he may think proper to fol-
low her example. I cannot but sincerely wish them well both; which you
may please to tell them, if you happen to see any of them. As to the text
of Seripture which you named for my remarks, I can hardly know which of
the Corinthians you mean; for the figure 1st or 2nd is blotted. But I rather
suppose it is the latter. Altho' I feel weak to make but short & superficial
remarks, my doubts about the text weakens me still more, so that you must,
my kind friend, endulge me in my low state of body and mind, as I have al-
ready suggested. Concerning the word ‘reprobate’ it has different degrees
of modification: In this place it is generally agreed to mean, to reject, to
disown, or to be found incapable of sustaining proof of Gospel grace. Now
there were some of the professing Christians among the Corinthians who were
tempted, or deceived, by false apostles, or other deceivers, to doubt, or sus-
pect St Paul’s apostleship. The apostle intended, by the verse, under review,
to put them to the proof in their own persons, by evident marks of their own
personal & individual real Christianity; because their reception & enjoyment
of saving mercy & grace, through the instrumentality & ministry of Paul
would infalibly prove also the divine commission of the direet instruments of
their conversion. But if they could not prove their own saving change after
making so solemn eminent & public profession & acknowledgement of the
gospel, they would be found reprobates or very notorious cheats & impostors;
so as to be rejected & disowned by Christ. I have thus insisted upon the word
‘reprobate’ because it is both much disputed, in its acceptation, among dif-
ferent religious persuasions; and also, as already observed, variously modified
by the most orthodox divines; as well as something obscure, to all unlearned
readers, without some assistance; as indeed I had found it myself, before
I acquired my present measure of knowledge. It must be further understood,
that in the apostolic time, conversions to Christianity were generally far more
notable & visible, than ordinarily in all subsequent ages: The out-pouring
of the spirit was greatly more manifest & abundant, in the obvious change
which was necessary, in turning obstinate and blaspheming Jews, as well
as ignorant, idolatrous and filthy Gentiles, ‘from darkness unto light, and
from the power of Satan unto God.” So that real believers had less excuse
not {o know themselves as in the text under remark, and hypocrites likewise
could not but have far more aggravation in their own deceit, or delusion. In
latter days, except in times of rare & notorious revivals, tho' the operation
of the holy ghost is not so remarkable; yet the general indifference & uncon-
cern with which great professors of great note & high standing, satisfy them-
selves, and one another, on that ground, is clearly both shameful and danger-
ous, for by adhering more carefully, and closely to the examples & accounts
of the Scriptures for their guide & direction; they would with more certainty
see better cause to know themselves, as true believers, or as yet, but mere
reprobates. As to the Seripture differences between true believers, & men
in their natural state, the clearest marks are the love of God & his people,
& real hatred of all known sin, as it is hateful to God, & to his holy nature
& spirit, in all the Lord’s children; and these things manifested, to the sub-
jects themselves in their minds, wills, & affections within, as well as in their
outward conduct in the world. The Secriptures are so abundant & explicit
on these points, to your own knowledge, that I hardly need name any, to
you, only a few prominent texts, merely for examples, as the following:—



LETTERS OF REV. NORMAN McLEOD 21

Psalm 45, & 7 verse. 139 Psalm 21 & 22 verses. 4 Psalm & 7 verse. 1st
John 3 Chap 14 verse St John 14 Chap. & 15, 21 & 27 verses. And the 13
Chapter of the same, & 34 & 35 verses. Read also Romans 7 Chap. from the
14 verse to the end. But perhaps this is more than sufficient for you, who
are so conversant yourself in the Bible. But every true Christian, however
weak in grace, must understand, & experience, in his own soul, some degree
of these sacred truths; otherwise he cannot satisfactorily prove to his own
conscience that Jesus Christ is in him, according to the text under remarks:
—You can tell our kind friends John MePherson & his family that their boy
Kenneth is very well, and scems to us to be fully satisfied with his associates
& circumstance, since he beecame acquainted in the place. He is of a very
meck and friendly disposition, and with none at variance. But I feel sorry,
on his account that I have so long been disabled from my ordinary super-
intendence of the School, thro’ the usual best time of the year for attendance.
For I told his father, when there, that thro’ the summer season the school
would be but very partially attended here. @ne of my sons keeps the school
in my stead; but both himself & young MecPherson know too well how to
endulge themselves & one another, in carelessness, & little plays. If my health
& other circumstances would permit it, & that you & our other friends there
would approve of it, I should fecl very glad to visit Pictou once more, in the
month of June. In that case my usual trouble to the familics of some of my
friends, about you, would be my greatest bar of mind; especially if provision
i1s scarce among you as in some other parts of the country.

My family, & other friends here join me in kind remembrance to you,
& all other enquiring well-wishers in that quarter. And, I am

my dear friend
yours very truly

N. McLeop
P.S. Tl expect a line from you in return as soon as convenient.

IX

St Ann’s 1st June 1848
My dear friend,

I received your letter in due course, but have delayed answering it,
owing to the uncertainty of the time which I could propose for my intended
visit. I feel sincerely thankful that you have not shown the least sign of tak-
ing offence at my freedom of sharpness in my last letter to you. For I was
indeed afraid that you would judge me too severe; altho’ I knew my own
mind to be quite faithful in my remarks. I cannot ascertain yet how soon I
could be likely to see you and other friends in that quarter; but I am pre-
paring & purposing, if nothing unforeseen intervenes, to start away from Big
Harbor about the 20th Inst. The spring is very slow here this season; so that
myself and my neighbors cannot leave home any sooner. The scarcity of
provision, which has for some time been bordering on famine, throughout
the Island, renders it inconvenient for some of our kind friends to leave their
families; and they must fish, or do something else to provide for their daily
support, to keep them from starvation. There never has been any thing
like this in Cape Breton. There are several among us who could, without
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distraction, sustain their own families, if the burden of others around them
had not fallen so grievously upon their charity; but the general destitution
has made it impossible, even for the most saving, to shut their ears & eyes
from the alarming claims & craving of those around them, running continual-
ly from door to door, with the ghastly features of death staring in their very
faces; and expecially since the expected relief from Government, for both
food & seed, has been a mere disappointment. But the Lord’s hand is in
this dispensation, tho’ few understand, or take it to heart. But thisis enough,
on this grievous subject, for you cannot but hear enough of it from news-
papers and other current reports. Our family have suffered no real want;
and we have the merciful enjoyment of health. My delicate partner has had
less suffering in this respect, than for a long time before. She has, at times,
had some half dreaming notions of venturing along with me to
Pictou, once to see several of her friendly acquaintances, in that quarter.
But this fond view has far more of the will, than of any appearance of its
actual accomplishment. I don’t know whether you have heard of our having
received a letter lately from our dear son in Australia, along with about two
dozens of Newspapers, of which himself is one of the Editors. There is so
much in commendation of the soil & climate, and other circumstances, of that
country, in said papers, that many people here, among our friends, would
wish themselves settled near our Donald. And indeed, if myself had
my selection of associates along with me, there would be nothing but the
impracticableness of getting forward, thro’ such a fearful distance, urder
so many & various points of inconvenience, to prevent my own removal to
it, even in this evening of my days. Altho’ this suggestion is, of itself, some-
thing strange, in a man of years, and singular circumstances, yet it cannot
so much surprise you, when you will consider the lively yearnings of
a fond parent’s bowels towards a very affectionate child. Our dear
boy has not once suggested? the idea of invitation of any of his friends; for
he would think it but a certain offence to us at this desperate distance to venture
a remark on the subject; but we can very easily learn from his Journal, several
& various advantages in that country, over this part of the world. And I
have little doubt that some people will sooner or later emigrate from here to
Australia. Young people, and all under 40 or 45 years, sustaining good char-
acters for industry & morality could get a free passage to South Australia—
where our boy resides—from any part of Britain, without any responsibility
for its payment after their arrival. That part of Australia is not a penal
country; and they have a law & statute prohibiting the transporta-
tion of any conviets to any part of that quarter of New South Wales. Where
our son is, reckons 1200 miles from Sydney or Botanny Bay. There is
a general arrangement in contemplation between Britain, the East Indies,
and the South Sea Islands, for steam communication, to encourage & facilitate
commerse & emigration which cannot eventually but prove advantages to
those concerned; and to bring about many purposes in divine Providence,
that are yet but dark & unformed in the eyes & estimation of short-sighted
mankind. I lately received a friendly letter from kind James Gordon at
Roger’s Hill; but I do not intend to answer it as I hope to see himself & others
soon face to face. You may tell McPherson’s family that their boy is well,
and expects to go home along with me.—But as to the account you have

9. Xhls slhould correct the erroneous impression that Donald had ‘‘besought the father” to go to
ustralia.
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given of some of your familiar and near neighbors being such strangers to

you, and seeing you so rarely, I think the circumstance, with its natural

concomitants, a deep discouragement to myself and my intended visitation.

As I hope to see you by & by, I have no reason to enlarge, but to conclude

with joint & sincere respects to you & all other well-wishers around you.
Yours very faithfully

N. McLeop

X
St Ann’s 22nd Augt. 1848
My Dear friend,

As Hugh McKenzie the School-master, wrote the McKays, on our re-
turn home, I did not see so much reason to trouble you so soon. Nor have
I any thing particularly to communicate at the time, only that I do not ex-
pect to hear from you, till I write you first, according to the ordinary manner
of our correspondence. I & my family have reason to acknowledge the Lord’s
goodness to us in providence, for the measure of health enjoyed by my delicate
spouse since my return, especially since two months past, more than for the
space of ten or twelve years since; as she has been enabled to attend both our
public & private meetings for the last two or three Sabbaths, among a throng
of people, which we thought a very singular & unlikely privilege. She has
also twice crossed our harbor in a boat during the last fortnight: which proved
very agreeable & refreshing to her constitution. But she is not the better of
this damp and rainy weather; which is naturally disagreeable to persons like
her, subject to rheumatic disease. I beg your indulgence for saying so much
about the bodily state of my poor partner; for tho’ it is such news to us, it
is not worth so much to those at a distance. We wish gratefully to acknow-
ledge the seasonable service of the meal received from our friends there; for
the time of my return from Pictou was the most destitute here through all
the summer, before supplies were obtained from the U. States. And besides
the relief of our own family, many a poor person frequented our house at that
time, purposely for a meal, or a night’s lodging, when they learned
our having a supply of oat meal. In real truth I never observed so much
need helped about our family by any other providence as the said supply.
My dear partner could not but sce the Lord’s hand in it, not merely for our-
selves, but also for a number of others from different quarters, running ‘to
& fro’, for a morsel to eat, or a platefull to carry home. Altho’ at the same
time, I have found it something very tender for myself, to be the medium of
conveying such a gift home from my good friends. For it has in fact been
the hardest task of my whole journey, and the greatest burden to my feelings.
We have now the commencement of the new potatoes; but the blight has spread
too far to promise but a very inferior crop, even to the earliest planters in
the Island; and late planting appears to be a complete failure. The other
crops promised quite favorably before the present uncommon rain, which
has continued already for a whole week, and is not yet over, by means of
which the wheat, in particular, begins to rust, and thereby considerably to
suffer. The Lord’s hand is ‘lifted up’ in these steps of providence, tho’ few
consider his righteous intention & warning.—But we enjoy great rest, at
these times, in our religious concerns. All the name of ministers we have
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around us appears to be, as it were, buried out of sight; and all their closest
adherents without any power of arguments in their favor. The Lord’s hand
is very visible in their present restraint & contempt, according to the text
‘He that exalteth himself shall be abased.” Whatever may be the consequence,
we have overflowing mectings. @ur new meeting house which we thought
would be, for some years, half empty, is found already two small: tho it
contains seats for 1200 hearers, besides stairs & passages, which are, at times,
overflowed. This is something strange for the circumstance of ‘Speckled
birds’, as we stand in the view of the world. The Lord’s word, however has
an outward restraint, at least, upon the outward conduct of many sinners
among & around us, which they cannot, at present shake off them. Hugh
MecKenzie, I suppose, told the McKays that we had received a letter from
our Donald in S. Australia. He doesnot complain of any external circumstance
but his absence from his relatives & friends in this place. We hope he is doing
some good where he is, by his letters, and other writings against false religion
& other errors and extravagance around him; of which we sce some specimens
in the files of News-I’apers sent us from the office of his correspondents.

And we cannot but feel glad to find that he is not without some seriousness
and-attachment to religious prineciples and concerns. There is a good degree
of excitement among my own friends here, in favor of South Australia; if
our Donald would encourage them; as there is still a free passage agency from
all parts of Britain to that new & extensive country. And altho’ it is very
unlikely that it will ever take place, yet I cannot shake myself from manny
stirring thoughts on the subject. I know, without hesitation, that it is
a far more favorable country than this, for youth & young families; if a
cluster of friendly emigrants could gain the advantage of settling together
near good sea ports & fishing grounds, with the advantages of agriculture
& the salt water’s refreshing breezes. Some of my family, no wonder, would
choose to be near their dear and affectionate brother, if he should approve
of it, in his answer to them on the subject. But I insist on their paticnce,
for a scason, till we see the consequence of our late communication on this
ground. If my delicate spouse would still improve in her health, and other
steps of providence concur, it is hard to say what might take place in the course
of a few seasons. For tho’ as already suggested, we enjoy more than ordinary
rest at present, from religious open opposition, yet this calm results more
from external restraint & incapacity on the part of opposers than from any
change of disposition or internal principles; and therefore little to be depended
upon by my family or friends, if I were once laid in the grave. In that case
I would not choose this place [for] the fixed residence of any of my sincere
adherents; if the Lord, in his good providence, would open for them a
likely door of escape. These, & similar points of consideration,
are the grounds of my scrious contemplation on this score; and not only the
more sensible members of our family, but also among our best friends, in gen-
eral, are agreed on the same sentiments. I cannot likewise, at times, avoid
thinking that the Lord may have some particular dispensation in reserve
[thro’] the circumstance of my dear son’s random emigration to that distant,
vastly extended, & unoccupied country; which is both mild & healthy, with
many other advantages. But perhaps you will think these remarks more than
sufficient on this foreign subject, altho’ it is a point of very serious importance
to a man of my responsible position what part of the Lord’s vineyard in which
my lot is properly appointed. You & the rest of our friends around you may
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understand that I have experienced a great degree of peace of mind in the
reflection of parting in agreement with the family of Donald Fraser, and in
particular with himself. Whatever may be the consequence I never felt so
closely attached to him as when we parted and since I left the place. May
1t prove of good result to us all, in the hand of divine providence. My dear
spouse, and some of our family, with several other friends, join me in sincere
regards to you, & all our well wishers in your neighborhood—particularly
the families of the McPhersons, Fraser, the MeKays, Donald Murray, & the
several McKenzies around you.

@ffer our respectful remembrance to the kind Squire McLeod & his friend-
ly partner, who hoth showed their friendship to us on our coming away. Donald
Ross, with McPherson, may understand that his father & his family are all
well.  McPherson himself may write us anything he may think proper, about
Kenneth, in your letter to us; which we will expect in due course. WWishing
the Lord's blessing to rest on you & vours, with the rest of our kind friends,

I remain,
vour sincere friend,
N. McLEeop

St Ann’s C. B. 27th June 1849

My dear friend,

Your kind and welcome letter of the 4th Inst. I received by Donald 1Ross.
It has been from neither indifference nor forgetfulness that I have so long de-
layed returning answer to your previous communication. But as I had noth-
ing particular at the time to inform you of, I waited, from post to post. in
expectation of letters from Australia; because you made some reference to
that circumstance. You would, of course, have heard that we have of late
very satisfactory accounts from our dear son in that distant quarter; who
cagerly invites his friends to the same mild and fruitful country. And as we
are fondly. tho’ slowly, preparing for a removal, I cannot leave home during
the summer whatever may take place afterwards. Indeed it is now a question
to me whether I shall ever more see Pictou; although I must not conclude
upon the subject; for I should certainly & sincerely feel very sorry not to see
several people there, at least once yvet in the world. As we have a score of
hands about our house at the work of our vessel, my own superintendence,
especially in family worship, is, at present, indispensable. I have thought
to inclose my son's letter; but I cannot now lay my hand on it, as it is seldom
in the house; for its information is so interesting to all intending emigrants
for that new Colony, that it is alrecady in half tatters, by frequent perusal,
from place to place. Altho’ with great caution & delicacy, yvet he encourages
his weak and tender mother to the voyage; and believes, if once arrived there,
that in the Lord's hand the salubrity & mildness of the climate might prove
a likely means to prolong her days. This point is also a hopeful inducement
to other timorous families on the subject. In all temporal concerns we have
not the least doubt that the change, if once compassed, would upon the whole
be very far preferable, to all honest & industrious people; especially among
the mechanical & laboring classes. And as to religious matters, the case is
not at all more gloomy; than in our own country. Hundreds of families &
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friends might find indefinite localities for convenient neighborhood, without
any necessity of distant seperation according to their attachment and manner
of life. This is no mere conjecture or any suspicious or groundless supposi-
tion. Since I left you last year my mind has been more & more determined
to remove from this country, to the place of my dear son, if the Lord should
spare my life, and pave my way for that purpose; and that for the concerns
of hoth time & eternity; for which my motives are very numerous & various;
and likewise dictated, I humbly trust, in submission to the will of Heaven.
But it will take a year yet, at least, before we can think of being prepared;
for the previous labor and expence, necessary for such a vovage are very con-
siderable. To finish a vessel of the size of our frame, under existing circum-
stances, requires no little concern. But had we nothing in view beyond our
own family, our children’s coasting craft might freely carry us forward; for
tho" the distance is long indeed, the direct course 1s over the mildest ocean
in the world; for which reason it has long since been termed ‘the Pacifie.’
But all our best friends here are desirous of either accompanying or following
us, if providence seconds their views; for otherwise I could never feel myself
at freedom to abandon my sincere adherents; none of whom have any
hesitation, on the subject but how to get once clear of debts, & obtain
a passage. I believe no people would answer better in South Australia than
our Scotch people, reared. in this country; and that there is no other quarter
in the world which would agree more with their health & habits—especially
those of them here in no exalted position in external situation—than the said
colony, according to the detailed accounts we have, thro’ various channels,
of its advantageous circumstances. I could not take the liberty of troubling
vou so much with these tedious remarks, but that I wish you to understand,
that if I should not so much for myself merely think any further & far removal,
on my part, necessary, for the short remainder of my life, still that I would
think it, on this ground, very reasonable & desirable, on account of both my
children, and other young friends around us; and that I do not know what
more important duty I could fulfill for them, in the business of this life, than
to assist & accompany them, from this now desperate & dreary place, to a
kind of comparative Paradise—as my dear son phrases it—in our destined,
tho’ distant land to which I earnestly hope & desire the Lord in His time may
be pleased to carry me, & a large cluster of our best neighbors, and other
friendly acquaintances. Amidst all our discourageing times there is one bright
cloud as betokening promised & better days in advance. The great & glorious
falling of Popery in Europe, and the late deposition of the wicked Pope of
Rome!. Blessed be the Lord for these circumstances. I had little expecta-
tion of seeing so much in my day, on this serious ground. Glorious times are
in reserve & gradually approaching, according to God's plain testimony;
and these are sure signs as prelibations, or forerunners. Children already
born may possibly witness very different circumstances, from ours, in religious
and spiritual concerns—May gracious Heaven hasten the happy period—
My very heart & soul cannot but feel, now & then, considerably exeited &
enlivened on this highly serious & solemn theme. If you will write me on
receipl, I expect to reply again without so much delay. T sincerely thank
vou & the kind writer of your letter, for your friendly feelings pervading all
its contents. I earnestly wish the Lord to bless you both, & the rest of my
continued friends in that quarter. I and my family & friends here have

10. Pio Nono, who was regarded by the Italian nationalists as a lost leader. fled from Rome to the

Neapolitan fortress of Gaeta on November 24, 1848; and early in 1849 a Roman Republic was
set up in the ancient imperial city.
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undergone several particular steps of providence during the past season, of
which I have neither mind nor space to treat at present. But still the Lord
1s good & tender in his dealings towards us.  If I can, in any manner consistent-
Iy with other duties, I shall endeavor to visit you some time during the har-
vest; but it is yet very doubtful. With joint & sincere Respects to you and
all other faithful enquirers in your neighborhood,
I am,
my dear friend,
vours affectionately
N. McLEeep

St. Ann's C. B. 29th Octr. 1850
My dear friend,

In acknowledging the receipt of your letters, the first inclosing one from
vour nephew on the continued subject of emigration, I wish to inform you
both that it was by no means from negleet or indifference that I did not answer
vou; but that the Mercht. Nr. MceKenzie, who is building a Vessel for Aus-
tralia, was from home, for a considerable time, after my receiving Mr. Me-
Ponald’s lines. And on MceKenzie's return, he could not decide what space
of time he would require to prepare his said vessel, and collect his extensive
debt.  And now it is concluded that he cannot start sooner than during next
summer. And he has not yvet arranged any actual agreement with his intended
emigrants, whose proposals he has to overflowing. On his return home [
directed him your nephew's letter, to which he gave no decided answer; but
said he would think of it, whenever he should see fit to make any fixed engage-
ment with his correspondents on the subjeet, and give answer accordingly.
But I have but little dependence that he can have any room for any at a dis-
tance. However if any person from Pietou comes this way. he may know
nore conelusively on his return; as there is vet sutficient time to determine
on this score. You had no ground to think that I, or my friends here, would
have been against your proposed visit to this place; altho, I delayed writing
vou for the reason already assigned, altho’ the spiritual deadness of my closest
friends there has, to a long degree, drowned my affections for them. In con-
sequence of this cause I feel much at a loss what to write; and it is indeed
partly from mere necessity that I am compelled to write at all; for my heart
1s too full, and I do not choose to appear like one in a grudging mood, as [
don’t grieve on my own behalf, but on account of my dear friends. [ may
perhaps drop some lines to you or John MePherson before my intended re-
moval if I hear from cither of you, by return of the bearers. 1f the books vou
have on hand could be brought to me without inconvenience I would certainly
choose to receive them before my starting. And if our good friend James
Gordon sold those in his possession, I should wish to get their issue by return
of our kind neighbors the Frasers. I feel no inelination to send vain or vague
compliments; but I freely wish to aceept of the remembrance of any sincerely
well-wishers; and to feel grateful, through life, for the kindness received during
past yvears from individuals & families, in that quarter of my pilgrimage.
The bearers can impart to you any little information of any request about
our present views and circumstances.

Yours sincerely,
N. McLeop
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XIII
St Ann’s C. B. 9th May, 1851
My Dear Sir,

As you wished us to write you some lines on our arrival at home, you
may understand that we left Pictou Harbor next morning after parting with
vou; and came that day to Cape Lewis, where we were obliged to anchor all
night, the wind being boisterous and contrary. And the following night gained
not farther than the light-house; gained the Gut on Saturday morning. Captn.
Sutherland and his men were very sober & kind tous. For want of any other
medium I had to walk from Ship-harbor to River Inhabitants, a distance of
about 8 miles; but thence got a horse to the head of the bay; and late in the
evening received a passage to Malagawatch, where we passed the sabbath,
and had meetings of the neighbors; and stopt there till Tuesday afternoon,
on account of adverse weather, and heavy rain. A boat, with four friendly
men came with us to Baddeck, the same evening, so that we arrived all safe
& sound at home on wednesday; where, blessed be the Lord, we have met
with our families & friends all in their ordinary health; and needing our ap-
pearance, as they were beginning to feel uneasy for our unexpected long
absence. My dear & delicate partner is but still very weak in body; but
she has, in a considerable degree, recruited the peace of her mind, since I left.

The unusual stormy season kept the broken ice about our vessel, for
several weeks together, so as to have impeded the preparation of her work
on hoard accordingly. I cannot therefore give you, in the mean time, any
exact idea of the probable period of our intended embarkation. At least
this month must pass before we can have any thoughts of starting. A Captain
has offered his services a few days before our arrival; who wishes to remove,
with his family, to the same Colony. My son John is away to meet him this
week, according to appointment, at Sydney; where, it is expected, they will
arrange matters to our mutual satisfaction on the subject. This is all that
I sce reason to trouble you with at present; especially as I am merci-
fully surrounded by our good & kind neighbors, happy to meet again after
a tedious absence & suspense—

Whenever yvou feel inclined you can drop us a few lines on any subject
of your own choosing; to which I shall still deem it a pleasure to return some
reply, before our expected removal.

With sincere & joint respects to vour family, and those around you, of
our kind friends; and wishing our gracious Lord & Saviour to bless you & them,

I am,
my dear friend
vours in love & truth,

N. McLEop

P. S. MecPherson will please to tell Hector Ross that, on my return, accord-
ing to promise, I told his brother Ronald, about the desired Deed for the
Lot at the point. 1is said brother says, if Heetor should think proper to get
a Deced, of said lot, drawn by a proper hand, in Pietou, in the name of both,
viz. Heetor & Ronald; and sent to this place before our removal, that he
(his brother here) would freely sign it and see it returned to Hector; and that
this is all he can see reasonable, or possible for himself to do on the subject;
as any other mode will be of no consequence, on this important point. And
that the case is therefore left thus at the will and disposal of Hector himself
and his family there.
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XIV
St Ann’s 31st July 1851
My Dear Friend,

Your kind letter of the 18th ult. came to hand in course. Tho' I, and
some others here should be glad to have scen you, with any one else of our
friends from that quarter before our intended removal, we could not but
regret the trouble of the journey to any tender constitution. Whatever other
impediments we have had, the sickness of a few women of our party has been
one of the more important; expecially now in reference to a certain individual,
viz: John MeKay's wife, at Baddeck; who is still confined, by means of a
serious headach; thro’ which she is like to lose the use of an eve. As for my
poor partner, tho' still delicate, she is, blessed be the Lord, improving, by slow
degrees, in strength of body & mind, from day to day. e esteem this eir-
cumstance a singular merey at this particular time. She feels sincerely grate-
ful to you, for vour interest in her welfare, manifested in your letter; and
allows me to suggest that she has ever regarded your tenderness of conscience
& conduct, among the most favorable signs of that place, in religious or spir-
itual concerns. But at the same time, she humbly remarks, that she generally
finds the likeliest quickenings & refreshings of soul, both from experience
& the account of Seripture, to be either accompanied, or closely preceded by
some kind of keen affliction, convietion, or correction. Man's fallen nature
is dull & secure, dead and daring, without some rousing or controlling means,
now & then, from the Lord's hand, to awaken, enlighten & frighten the stupid
& careless; proud & sclf-flattering mind, into some more tenderness, humility,
& circumspection; as well as gratitude to God, for his forbearance & goodness,
and ever-wonderful love & mercy, thro’ Jesus Christ. The absence of this
experience, she says, 1s very dangerous among religious professors; and not
less to be found amongst our dear friends in your quarters. The foregoing
are all her own retlections, & written at her tender request, tho' conveyed in
my ordinary style. As to what you have observed of neutrality & unthank-
fulness respecting ‘doctrines any wise in contact’ with men’s own easy notions
& inclinations, it is but the general pest & bane of carnal confidence & for-
malism, long fostered & fed in spiritual lethargy, under the deadening &
deceitful influence of blunt & blind ministry, of whose fearful fatality, com-
paratively very few are at all properly aware. The frown & forsaking of
Heaven attach more dangerously & deeply to the ministration of a worldly
clergy, than almost any men are willing to believe, according to the
word of God. ‘He that is not for me’, saith Christ, ‘is against me; and he that
gathereth not unto me, scattereth abroad.” Such as do not fear on this ground,
are, in the soverecignty of Jehovah, very genecrally given up to spiritual death
& delusion, most manifest to the consideration of intelligent & decerning
Christians, when, at the same time, a sad & sorec mystery to all the world
besides; like ‘the mother of harlots’, having the name of ‘Mystery’ written
upon her forehead. Revel. xvii, 5. Sce there, éforehead’ or manifestation
& mystery joined together in the same face of the spiritual harlot. And a
degree of the same manifestation & mystery is attached, on the same
& similar ground, to every false & formal religion in the world, whatever
may be its name or description. For you must observe tho’ the generality
of people are quite ignorant, or careless on this point—that every formal
religion is also false, according to the degree of its formalism. Formality,
hypoerisy, and falsehood, are so closely associated & blended together, that
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yvou will find our Saviour very express & severe on the scribes & Pharisees
on this ground:—Read Matth. XXIII. from the 13th verse to the end.
Formal speakers & formal hearers, in religious concerns, are a spiritual plague,
both to themselves, & to one another; and that far beyond ordinary estima-
tion. And I myself have never thought of the subject with such dread & con-
sternation of mind, as since I last parted with you; so that I, more & more,
desire to have no hand in the encouragement of any meetings composed of
such desperate & deadening materials. Without, therefore, some person,
or persons, of some tenderness of conscience & conversation, presiding over
& leading the devotion, very little appearance, or promise, have we from either
experience, or the word of God, of any spiritual success, or favorable improve-
ment, on this very serious ground. But still I know, & sincerely maintain,
that, according to the rich account of the sacred seriptures, as well as the
experience of every true believer, religious conference & fellowship, and the
mectings of pious people for the worshipping of God, are excellent means for
enlivening & nourishing their own souls; and likewise ordinarily found, in
some less, or greater measure, to be beneficial for the edification & correction
of others concerned. And I really pity the man; especially the professor of
the gospel, who does not heartily prize such means, as the precious gifts
& bounty of Heaven to answer his gracious designs for his own glory, and the
eternal salvation of men. My reason for insisting on this subject is, that sev-
eral persons, thro’ Pictou, spoke to me on these points when last with
vou; and that I was not so prepared to express my sentiments there-
on, as since I have returned, as already indicated. Another important point
I wish to observe; viz. that indifference to, & practical contempt of the Bible
might be found in our time & places, to be one of the very worst & darkest
signs. But people will not believe a word about it to apply to themselves.
This indifference or contempt of mind is sadly concealed from men, by their
mental ignorance & wilfulness, so that they cannot be brought to feel alarm~-d
for their eternal danger on this account. For they have a sort of fashionable
fondness for the body of the bible, tho’ not for its substance & spirit. This
i1s one obvious reason for which the mass of people feel offended at any close-
ness of application of doctrine to their particular & respective sins, lusts, or
misconduet; or to their abuse of lawful means & enjoyments. It should be un-
natural for any worldly minds to love any truths which would strike at their
dear idols, or directly clash with their ruling passions & dispositions.
‘They hate him who rebuketh in the gate’ as you observed in your last lines.
Itching ears love empty sounds, & flattering words. Men's pride greedily
desires to be commended & praised, and wherever is the preacher that can
dexterously play upon this key, will run the first chance of being followed
by the majority of the people, in every place & country. Oh, flattery,
flattery, vea religious flattery, thou art surely the best & most enticing bait
to fish & fang sinful & selfish mankind! Nay the most simple & silly flatterer,
in religious matters—should he be otherwise a mere 1diot—will be generally
taken for a worthy & wise man. You need not go far abroad to prove these
sad remarks. Alas! Alas! for our dreadful fall from God, & true wisdom.
—The inordinate love & care of the world are another manifest reason, for
the absence of the love of the truth: As St John sayvs “If any man love the
world, the love of the father is not in him.” This worldly anxiety drowns
the souls of men in ‘destruction & perdition'—according to St Paul. These
times are awful on this score. Fleshly passions [are] likewise a fearful flood
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to carry away the vigor of the soul from the love & power of the truth; espe-
cially in our youth: tho'———; not exclusively. ‘Flee youthful——m——
which war against the soul.” St. Peter. These fleshly feelings, when pre-
dominant, intoxicate all the powers of the mind; and in a fearful degree,
render people inconsiderate & careless of the fear & favor of God; and the
spiritual fellowship of his people; and desperately shut them up to all sound
& sacred ministration. On this ground you can often observe young men of
intelligence, and a good measure of religious edification, joining themselves,
in matrimonial connection, with very shallow & silly wives, on the mere ac-
count of their bulk or bodies, vails or wimples; or the flash & features of their
little faces, without any other real virtue or wisdom to recommend them.
And on the other hand, you may, at times, decern a bloomy & bland yvoung
woman spliced & sprained, for life, to a crabbed & corrupt knot of a husband,
ensnared by his mere tattling & tickling, smirking & smiling habits, at the
time of their wooing; tho' for their future lives together. they manifestly
combine, in their intellectual dispositions, but as fire & water; or any other
opposite elements. These are some of the sorry & sad results of fickle & fallen
nature, by which the world is drowned against God, & real goodness & god-
liness. But I find by happy experience, as well as by the sure & sacred serip-
tures, that it is through the pure & powerful spirit of God in Jesus Christ,
that we can ever be brought to hate & overcome our sinful inclinations &
unruly propensities, our worldliness & pride; and in short—as St Paul des-
cribes them——‘the lusts of the flesh, and of the spirit.” Without thisgracious
life—which produces the various operations & influences of all its graces—
it is impossible for us to think, or to do any thing spiritually acceptable to
Heaven, or really profitable to our own souls. We might, if necessary, mark
scores of texts to this effect. I quote a few only: ‘The love of God is shed
abroad in our hearts by the holy ghost'—'Keep yourselves in the love of God’
—praying in the holy Ghost’™—'Grieve not the holy spirit of God. by which
ve are scaled to the day of redemption.—‘God hath not given us the spirit
of fear, but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind’—'It is the spirit that
quickeneth, the flesh profiteth nothing.—'1 can do all things through Christ
strengthening me'—'The kingdom of God i1s not meat & drink. but righteous-
ness, and peace, and joyv in the holy Ghost'—'The natural man receiveth
not the things of the spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; neither
can he know them, because they are spiritually decerned.'—'1 thank thee,
@® Father, Lord of heaven & earth, that thou hast hid these things from the
wise & prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes’™—1 write unto vou little
children, because your sins are forgiven you for his name's sake. I write
unto you, fathers, because ve have known him that is from the beginning. 1
write unto you, voung men, because ye have overcome the wicked one.” &e¢
&ce—Here, my good friend, you see briefly some of the rich & bountitul bene-
fits & provision of Heaven for the least, as well as the loftiest of his people;
and of their great & gracious, peculiar & prized privileges, even [in] this world,
of which all others are ignorant, and therefore generally, not only practical
contemners & despisers; but sometimes also open & arrogant enemies & op-
posers of the truth and all sound doctrine. Blessed forever be the Lord
for his unspeakable gift; and all its concomitant & consequent graces & glory;
and both fountains of life, and stars of light, at once for time & eternity.—
My tender spouse used always, on my return from Pictou, to enquire about
some friendly women; and vour sister, Paul's wife, among the rest; as  well
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as the widow MecKay, with some others of her familiar acquaintance. But
I purposely avoid mentioning any particular names, in my present communica-
tion, in order to prevent any needless offence, or the appearance of unnecessary
partiality. If I will be spared to cross the great seas, I shall think it my priv-
ilege & pleasure to write you a sketeh of the scenes & circumstances of the
country of our destination, in secular & religious concerns; so that you, my
kind friend, needed not make such apology for yvour freedom in requesting
of me that favor. Do not you, or any other sincere friends in that quarter,
think that I feel either so indifferent, or proud, as to think it any great favor,
or condescension in myself to correspond with your long-tried friendship.
I wish to pray Heaven that the long econtinuation of your attachment to me,
‘thro good report, and evil report’ amidst all my failings & short comings,
would be blessed to your own souls; and that any deficience in my doctrine,
or example, might not prove a stumbling block to any of you. I hope I write
these remarks in the sincerity of my heart, as in the sight of the Lord; and
not from any false or feigned humility; altho’ I feel too much of that sort
of falsehood in my own mind. With joint & sincere remembrance from
me, my family & friends around us, to you and all well wishing en-
quirers in your quarters—allowing you, at the same time, the full
freedom of permitting the perusal of this letter to any of your acquaintance,
according to your own inclination & diseretion—
I am, my dear friend,
yours very affectionately,

N. McLEob.





