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GOVERNMENT HOUSE'

The Government House that now graces the capital city of Nova Scotia
rose in the dawn of the nineteenth century. Not the first, but the third
residence of the King’s representative in Halifax, it stands as a lasting monu-
ment to the so-called golden age of the province, that glittering period of
reckless living and high adventure, when royalty and nobility strolled the
streets of Halifax and British men o’ war and Nova Scotian privateers fought
the frigates of France almost within hail of the shore. Thirteen Lieutenant-
Governors passed within its portals before Confederation, and sixteen have
entered since?.. What brilliant receptions, grand balls, and stately dinners
marked their respective regimes? What pressing problems, anxious decisions,
and whispered intrigues disturbed their daily lives? If walls could only talk,
historians might well lay down their pens, for here, truly, would be an authentic
voice of the past, the living, breathing past that lurks behind the documents.
Yet we must be grateful for the documents which always give us a glimmering
of light, and sometimes, in a chance passage or phrase, illuminate the whole
scene. The purpose of these pages, however, is not to say or suggest what
went on within the Government House, but to state when and why it was built3.

The corner stone was laid in September, 1800, and, needless to say, the
ceremony was carried out with much pomp and circumstance. Although
the Duke of Kent and his staff had but recently departed, Halifax was able
to muster a number of distinguished men. Besides the venerable Lieutenant-
Governor Sir John Wentworth, who laid the corner stone, there were Vice-
Admiral Sir William Parker, Lieutenant-General Henry Bowyer, Colonel
the Right Honourable John Lord Elphinstone, Colonel George Augustus
Pollen, Member of the British Parliament, and many others, including the
Chief Justice of Nova Scotia, the Members of the Council and Assembly,
military officers and civilian officials. Closing our eyes, we may see them vet,
leaving the old Government House where the old Province House now stands,
and walking south in solemn procession, headed by ‘““‘a Band of Musicians,
playing ‘God Save the King', ‘Rule Britannia’ and other appropriate airs’.
Throngs of people, we may be sure, followed them along Hollis Street or
awaited them at the site of the new Government House. After the speeches
were over and the corner stone in place, the Reverend Mr. Stanser, Rector
of St. Paul’s, offered up a prayer. Then, at the invitation of Sir John and Lady
Wentworth, the notables returned to the old Government House, leaving the
people to play and promenade in the open spaces of the south suburbs. All
in all, it was a gala day in the history of Halifax*.

As the building that now began to rise above the corner stone was to be
the third Government House in Halifax within sixty vears, we may well ask
what was wrong with the other two? Once this is clear, we shall be better able
to say whether this new mansion represented a real need of a growing society
or an extravagent whim of an official clique or perhaps a combination of the two.

The first Government House, built in 1749 during the hurried months
that followed the landing of the first settlers, was naturally a temporary
affair. Lieutenant-Governor A. G. Archibald, writing in or about the year
1 This bulletin has been confined to a documentary study ef the origin, erection. and furnishing of Gov-

ernment House, as descriptions of life within its walls have been published separately in The Romance
of Government House.

2. The last Governor of Nova Scotia was John Parr who received his commission in 1782. With the
appointment of a Governor-General over all British North America in 1786, Parr became a Lieu-
tenant-Governor. In everyday usage, however, he and his successors centinued to be called
Governor as well as Lieutenant-Governer.

3. The architecture of the building is discussed in The Romance of Governmen! Ilouse.
4. See appendix II.
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1882, described it as a small wooden structure ‘‘but one story high’”. Situated
in the centre of the clearing on what is now the old Province House lot, it
served Cornwallis and Hopson; but Lawrence, who ruled the province during
the Seven Years” War, apparently thought the royal representative deserved
a more pretentious residence. At his orders, it was torn down to make room
for a new building on the same site.?

The second Government House made a rather handsome appearance.
In Richard Short’s sketeh (1759), it looks as though it were constructed of
stone but in fact 1t was built of wood. Two stories high and well proportioned,
it was the Governor’s town residence until 1805, when Sir John Wentworth
moved into the unfinished rooms of the third Government House. No one
was surprised at Sir John’s anxiety to leave the old residence. For years he
had been complaining about its run-down condition. His complaints, how-
ever, while convinecing in themselves, are somewhat offset by the comments
of others. Several additions had been made since Lawrence’s time, particular-
ly by Lord William Campbell who had a large family and staff. When John
Parr became Governor in 1782, he was quite satisfied with the residence and,
indeed, with everything that Nova Scotia had to offer him. His words,
written to a friend, bear repeating:$

I have found everything here to exceed my expectation, have met with the
greatest civility and attention from all Ranks of People, a most excellent house
and Garden, a small farm close to the Town, another of 70 or 80 Acres at the dis-
tance of two Miles, where I propose passing two or three months in Summer a snugg
little farm house upon it, a beautifull prospect, with good fishing, plenty of Provi-
sions of all sorts except Flower [sic], with a very good French Cook to dress them
a Cellar well stock’d with Port, Claret, Madeira, Rum, Brandy, Bowood Strong
Beer &e, a neat income (including a Regimt of Provincials of which I am Colonel)
of £2200 Sterg p Annum, an income far bevond my expectations, plenty of Coals
& Wood against the severity of the Winter, a house well furnish’d, and warm Cloths,
that upon the whole my Dear Grey, your friend Parr is as happy and comfortably
seated, as vou could wish an old friend to be...

William Dyott, on his arrival in Halifax in 1787, noted in his diary that
the Governor lived in a “very good” house.” Dyott, it must he admitted,
was not very diseriminating; but even allowing for this and for lack of per-
ception on the part of Parr, it is a distinet surprise to find Wentworth inform-
ing the Legislature in 1793 that when he took over in the spring of 1792, the
house was ‘‘in Danger of falling into the Cellar’.?

The Assembly did not accept Wentworth's report without question. They
had voted £500 for repairs in the summer of 1792; but the new Governor, 1t
seems, had spent upwards of £1000—a sum that surpassed the total expenditure
on the house during Parr’s regime. It will be said at once that Wentworth
was forced to pay the price of Parr’s neglect. This may have been so; but the
Assembly was taking nothing for granted. Probably sensing the extravagent
streak of his character, with which they were later to become very familiar,
they appointed commissioners to examine the repairs, if necessary with the
help of experts, and to inspect the accounts. Then they authorized him to
draw a sum of £350 in addition to the £500 already granted and to pay his
creditors as the commissioners directed. This arrangement was made in
1793. The following year, a further £100 was voted for redecorating the
interior. No doubt, the legislators now hoped for a respite, such as they had
enjoyed under Parr; but it never came. Year after year, Wentworth presented

5 A. G. zi\r?II\Iiba.ld. “*‘Government House at Halifax'’, Collections of the Nora Scotia Historical Society,
vol. |

6. Quoted in J. B. Brebner, The Neutral Yankees of Nora Scotia (Columbia Univ. Press, 1937), p. 352.
7. Reginald W. Jeflery (Ed.), Dyott's Diary 1781-1845, 2 vols. (London, 1907), vol. I, p. 30.
8. Journal of Assembly, April 11, 1793.
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them with bills, averaging more than £200, for “‘sundry’’ work done by painters,
carpenters and masons.

If the second Government House was in such a state of disrepair when
Wentworth entered it in 1792, why did he not demand a new residence then
and there? Two obstacles stood in the way of this obvious move: the pros-
pect of a Province House and lack of money. In 1787, the Legislature had
passed an act to provide for a Province House sometime in the future when
the financial outlook became brighter. Recovery, however, had not been
as rapid as anticipated. Three years later, in 1790, instead of building a Pro-
vince House, the Government was seeking ‘‘the most proper and effectual
means for discharging the accumulated and increasing Debts”.?

How the tables were eventually turned, is told by Wentworth in a letter
written in 1799, to the London agent of the province, Scrope Bernard. As
the Governor takes much of the credit himself, it is worth noting that there
were members in the Assembly who later discounted his claims. Certainly
Wentworth could never be classed as a modest man; but it may be that he
was merely holding his light above the bushel. *““On my arrival here”, he
informed Bernard, ‘“‘our public Debt exceeded £34,000 Sterling, without means
of paying principal or interest, nor the Salaries & Contingencies annually
granted by the Assembly—whence warrants on the Treasury, for these Ser-
vices, depreciated from 34 to 48 pr. Ct. and at length were almost as much
discredited as french assignats. The whole business of the Treasury was done
in paper. Taxes were so received & dues discounted—loss upon loss acerued.
I foresaw only accumulating Evil therein & ordered that Specie only should
be received into the Office—that the civil establishment should be fairly paid
in money, & the surplus applied to pay interest. The taxes were badly col-
lected, & very disagreeable in their mode of opperation—These were commuted
for others more acceptable, more equitable, & less perceptible—They became
productive of course, & by strict economy, & fair application of the Receipts
the whole debt has been honorably paid at par, both principal & Interest &
we have money in the Treasury to enable us to build a large handsome Gov-
ernment House, of excellent Free Stone, which is already begun, for the re-
sidence of the Governor—Also to build a State House—to accomodate the
Legislature, Courts of Law, & public offices of greatest importance—Vizt—
Treasurv—=Secretary’s office—Surveyor General of Lands—DProthonotary’s
&c—We have also granted near £6000 to make Roads & Bridges this year,
which is now expending—as much, or more is prepared & purposed for next
Year, And it is calculated upon good grounds—that when the Buildings are
finished & paid for—there will be a good Sum of Money left in the Treasury
arising from the aggregate at present, & the aceruing collections. These are
effected without a complaint or murmur of high Taxes—Nobody feels them—
they are scarcely known, being so highly disperced [sic], upon consumption
only.""10

The reader will be immediately struck with Wentworth’s statement
that a new Government House was being built before a Province or State
House. Even more astonishing was the fact that the Legislature had agreed
to defer the building of a Province House until the Government House was
completed. What lay behind this complete reversal of plans?

The explanation given by the legislators that the old Government House
was in ‘‘so ruinous a condition as to be unfit for the residence of the Governor
or Commander in Chief of the Province’ cannot be accepted without question.!!
If, despite the extensive repairs made by Wentworth, this had truly been the
9. Journal of Assembly, March 30, 1790.

10. Public Archives of Nova Scotia, vol. 52, p. 336, Sir John Wentworth to Scrope Bernard, Sept. 30, 1799.
11. P.AN.S.,, MSS. Acts, 1799, Cap. 9.
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case, why had they overlooked it two years before when they passed a second
act for the erection of the Province House that they had been looking forward
to for a decade or more? Except for the proviso that no materials were to
be purchased until the war with France was over, this act for a Province
House in 1797, which repealed the act of 1787, was in no way vague. It named
seven commissioners, provided £3000 for land, materials, and workmen, and
detailed the dimensions of ‘‘a range of public Buildings of Stone or Brick”
to accommodate the General Assembly, the Courts of Justice, and the Public
Offices. Besides their other duties, the commissioners were authorized to
procure plans and estimate the cost of a new Government House.®? This was
probably inserted as a temporary sop for Wentworth. Certainly, there appears
to have been no thought in 1797 of building a Government House first. Yet,
two vears later, as we have seen, the project of a Province House was deferred
while work went forward on a new Government House.

Obviously the statement of the Legislators in 1799 was not the complete
explanation for the change in plans. If we accepted it as such, we should be
obliged to assume either that they were blind to the condition of the Govern-
ment House in 1797 or that the building fell into a rapid decline after that
date. and neither assumption is plausible, for most of the legislators were wide
awake, intelligent men and the annual repairs made by Wentworth were
sufficient to stave off any sudden change for the worse. It is more reasonable
to suppose that Wentworth's growing complaints about living in a tumble-
down house finally won the day. When people listen to one story long enough,
they begin to believe it, and if, perchance, they believed it from the first, they
are soon impressed. That Wentworth always had a tale of woe for every
ear, we may be sure. Even the Duke of Portland, his superior in London,
was not spared. In one letter, written in April, 1799, Sir John informed the
Duke that the ““Govt House being built chiefly of green wood near fifty years
[ago]—is much decayed and the larger timbers generally rotten—that it is
probably detrimental to impaired constitutions™.’ It is doubtful, however,
if he gave much expression to his personal discomfort when pleading for a
new Government House because he was able to place the matter on a much
higher plane, that of respect for the King and the King's representative.

In an age of great loyalists, none was more loyal than Wentworth. Love
of the monarchy and monarchical institutions possessed his soul. Even the
thought of democratic successes in the United States and France grieved him.
To offset disturbing reports from these countries, he was forever seeking ways
to add renown to the name of his King. What would be more substantial
than a Government House second to none on the American continent? That
would make the Yankces sit up and take notice. Thus and thus, he must
have talked to those who gathered round his festive board. Unconsciously,
the legislators may have used his very words when they declared in 1769 that
his residence was ‘‘unfit” for the representative of the Crown.

Words alone, however, were not enough to win over the Assembly, com-
posed mostly of members from the. country, to the idea of spending thousands
of pounds on a new Government House, especially when there was such an
obvious need for a Province House. Besides therer was no public building
in Halifax that interested them nearly as much as roads and bridges in the
country. The members of the Council, on the other hand, nearly all of whom
resided in Halifax. were indifferent to this service but very anxious to sccure
public works for the capital, and particularly a new residence for the Governor.
Here was likely bargaining ground between the two houses and, necdless to
say, it was used.

12. P.AN.S., MSS. Acts, 1797, Cap. 1.
13. P.AN S, vol. 52, p. 281, Wentworth to the Duke of Portland. Ap:ril 25, 1799.
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The outcome was rather confused. The country members failed to get as
much as they wanted for roads and bridges; but they managed to place the
following restriction on the building of the Government House!:

And be it further enacted that it shall and may be lawful for the Governor
Lieutenant Governor or Commander in Chief for the time being to draw from time
to time on the Treasury in favor of the Commissioners to he appointed for Managing
the building of a Government House and purchasing a proper situation for the
same A sum not exceeding Six thousand nine hundred pounds, One thousand five
hundred pounds of which is to be applied to the purchase of a suitable situation
for such House and the remaining sum to wit five thousand four hundred pounds
together with the sum of Three thousand six hundred pounds already drawn for
on the Treasury is to be applied to the building finishing and completing the said
House and suitable offices Fences and every necessary Appendage it being the true
intent and meaning of this clause that purchasing the Situation and completely
finishing the said Building and Appendages aforesaid shall on no Account whatso-
ever exceed the sum of Ten thousand five hundred pounds.

That these precise words, inserted in the appropriation act of 1799,
could have been disregarded by the commissioners seems incredible, yet
such was the case. True, an appropriation act is legally effective for only
one vear; but the act for the Government House, also passed in 1799, was
permanent and almost as explicit. Its one omission, the failure to mention
the appendages, was no excuse for the extraordinary over-expenditure. More
than £22,000 had been spent when Wentworth retired in 1808, and if we allow
for furniture and for the additions and repairs considered necessary by his
immediate successors to make the establishment complete and convenient,
the total cost was approximately two and a half times the amount authorized
in 1799,

The manner in which Wentworth and his friends pushed through their
plans for the new Government House illustrates the working of the old system
of irresponsible government. Passing over the protests of the Assembly,
charges of illegality and incompetence, and even demands for another slate
of commissioners, they blandly explained, on every occasion that the moncy
appropriated ran out, that the building had to be finished or else the thousands
of pounds already spent would be lost's. The representatives of the people
fretted and fumed; but in the end they always granted more. The alternative
of not granting more and leaving the building open to the elements was un-
thinkable. Even so, it was probably in the fear that one day the Assembly
might resort to this drastic measure that the Council agreed to more and more
grants for roads and bridges. There was no denying, however, that Went-
worth and his alter ego, the Honourable Michael Wallace, who calmly assumed
the whole responsibility of the building commission, had the ball at their
feet. It was useless to pass resolutions, no matter how strongly worded, and
the one petty application of finanecial sanctions—the reduction of Wallace’s
commission—came too late. By that time, ecarly in 1807, Wentworth had for
more than a yvear been living in the new residence which, in the words of
Wallace, was ‘‘equalled by few, perhaps exceeded by none in the Western
Hemisphere” 17,

Was Nova Scotia ready for such a Government House? Wentworth
thought so, but this was not the opinion of the Assembly nor was 1t the opinion
of Wentworth's successor, Sir George Prevost.  As early as 1802, the Assembly
perceived that the new Government House was bemng built “on a scale far
bevond the wants or circumstances of this Province 8. After examining the

14. P.AN.S., MSS. Acts, 1799, Cap. 12.

15. See appendix IV.

16. See appendix V.

17. P.A.N.S., Assembly Papers, vol. 13, Michael Wallace to Spraker of the Assembly, Jan. 13, 1807
18. See appendix V.
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completed structure six years later, Sir George Prevost declared that it was
“an Edifice out of all proportion to the situation, and the cause of my pre-
decessor’s reduced circumstances’.’® Prevost’s surprise at finding such an
imposing building in a province that did not boast a population of much over
sixty thousand is natural enough; but he himself was not averse to spending
more than the Legislature provided in order to make his surroundings even
more ‘‘comfortable and convenient’’. Sir John Sherbrooke, who became
Governor in 1812, also spent public money liberally when it came to making
repairs and additions. By that time, the Assembly had begun to accept
the annual bills as the inevitable price of erecting a Government House beyond
the resources of a small population.

The progress of the years has veiled the fact that the Governor's estab-
lishment in Wentworth’s time was a veritable country estate. Favourably
situated in the south suburbs, the front of the house then faced Hollis Street
and the harbour. Behind, across a lane known as Pleasant (now Barrington)
Street, were the coach house and stables on a strip of land that ran past old
St. Paul’s cemetery to the Governor’'s South Farm. Among the various
“appendages’’ or ‘‘inferior offices’ scattered about the property were a ‘“Wash-
house, Foulhouse, Coalhouse and Gardenhouse’. Sir George Prevost ordered
an icehouse, and later there is mention of many other conveniences. Little
was lacking to make life pleasant.

Although a number of alterations have been made within Government
House, the building from the outside remains the same. \What was once
the back door is now used as the front door; but this about-face involved
little or no structural change. A high wall of masonry, topped by an iron
fence, today runs along Hollis Street, and a garden grows over what was once
the main driveway that went straight up to the old front entrance. Deep
in the earth lies the sound of the coaches that once turned in from Hollis
Street. Cars now enter from Barrington Street on the semicircular driveway
that leads to the new front door.

19. P.A.X.S., vol. 58, Sir George Prevost to E. Cooke, April 27, 1800.

I
SECURING A LOT.

The lot on which the Government House stands was originally purchased
for a Province House. The commissioners for a Province House, appointed
by the act of 1797, made the following report to the Assembly, July 6, 1798:

That the Commissioners have purchased of William Cochran, Esquire, and paid
for, previous to the Report of the Committee of public Accounts, in the present
Session; a Lot of Ground, with the Houses and Improvements thereon, situated
in the South End of Hollis-Street, where Lieutenant-General Ogilvie, lately resided,
for the Sum of One Thousand Pounds; which Lot, with the vacant Ground adjoining,
known by the Name of the School Lot, the Commissioners are of Opinion, will be
fully adequate for the erecting such a Pile of Building, as the Act prescribes.

The following year, 1799, Philip Marchinton, Andrew Belcher, and ‘‘other
inhabitants of Halifax”” protested against this site as being too far out of town
for a Province House. Their petition, which came before the Assembly on
June 21, read:

That the Petitioners are apprehensive that the Mercantile part of the Com-
munity will sustain an essential Injury should the public Buildings for the sittings
of the General-Assembly, and the Courts of Justice, and for the public Offices of the
Province be erected upon the Scite, which the Petitioners understand is fixed by
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the Commissioners appointed by the Legislature, and praying the House will take
the Premises into Consideration, and grant such Relief therein as to them may seem
fit. ’

The motion made by William Cottnam Tonge on July 11 that the As-
sembly resolve that ‘‘the Situation chasen for the public Buildings is incon-
venient, being in one of the Extremities of the Town of Halifaz” was defeated
by a vote of sixteen to fifteen. About two weeks later, on July 24, 1799, a
committee, consisting of Tonge, the Solicitor General, Gracie, James, and
Bolman, all members of the Assembly, was appointed to enquire for and re-
port on ‘“‘a suitable Situation for the Erection of a Government House’.
Their findings were laid before the House on July 26:

That the Committee had examined three several Situations which they propose
for the choice of the House, viz. The Lot purchased from Messrs. Cochran, with
the addition of the School Lot, and the Lot formerly belonging to John Grant, Esq.;
and contained within the high Stone-Wall, and also a part of the Lot South of the
Burying Ground, by which a Communication will be opened with the Governor's
South Farm. The second Situation is the Estate of the late Benjamin Gerrish, Esqr;
near his Majesty’s Careening-Yard; and the Third the Governor’s South Farm; the
Committee further Report that the Agent for the Heirs of the late Benjamin Gerrish,
is willing to dispose of that Estate for their Behoof; and that the Proprietors of
Grants Lot before mentioned, are not willing to alienate the same, and that it appears
to the Committee that the South Farm, cannot be procured without the Consent
of his Majesty being obtained, and thereupon,

Resolved, That it appears to this House that the most eligable Situation for
the Erection of a Government-House, is on the Lot of Ground belonging to the
Heirs of the late Joseph [Benjamin?] Gerrish, Esq; near to his Majesty’s Careening-
Yard.

Although this report was adopted without a division, the recommenda-
tion to build the new Government House in the north end of the town was
not incorporated in the act for the Government House which was passed
a few dayslater. The act, which was in amendment to the act passed in 1797
for a Province House, authorized the commissioners of the Government
House to build on:

“the Lot of Ground purchased for the said Range of publick Buildings [the Province
House], or on the Ground, which may be purchased contiguous thereto for the Ac-
comodation of the Governor, Lieutenant Governor or Commander in Chief of this
Province, which House shall be called the Government House of the Province of
Nova Scotia. ..And be it further Enacted, that the said Commissioners or the major
part of them with the approbation of the Governor, Lieutenant Governor or Com-
mander in Chief for the time being, may and shall determine upon and purchase
such, and so many Lots of Ground in the Town of Halifax contiguous to the said
Lot of Ground lately purchased for the Range of publick Buildings as may be suf-
ficient and suitable whereon to Erect a House for the Accomodation of the Governor,
Lieutenant Governor or Commander in Chief for the time being. Provided always,
that the purchase Money of such Lots do not exceed the sum of One thousand five
hundred pounds.

In 1802, a further sum of five hundred pounds was granted to buy land
south of St. Paul’s cemetery in order to provide a direct communication between
the new Government House and the Governor's South Farm.
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11
LAYING THE CORNER STONE.

The following account appeared in the Royal Gazette and the Nova Scotia
Advertiser, Tuesday, September 16, 1800.

NEW GOVERNMENT HOUSE.

On Thursday last this long projected and necessary Building was begun under
the auspices of His Excellency Sir Joun WEeNTworTH, Bart. On this pleasing
occasion a procession was formed at the present Mansion House, which, preceded
by a Band of Musicians, playing “God Save the King", ‘‘ Rule Britannia’ and other
appropriate airs—went to the site prepared for the erection of the Edifice, where
the Corner Stone was laid with the Customary forms and solemnities—and a parch-
ment containing the following inseriptions was placed in a cavity cut for that purpose
in the centre of the stone.

DEO FAVENTE!

The Corner Stone of the Government House erected at the expence of His
Majesty's loyal and faithful Subjects of Nova Scotia, pursuant to a Grant of the
Legislature of the Provinece; under the direction of Michael Wallace, William Coch-
ran, Andrew Belcher, John Beckwith, and Foster Hutchison Esquires;—for the
residence of His Majesty’s Governor, Lieutenant Governor, or Person exercising
the Chief Civil Authority;—was laid September 11th, Annno {sic] Dom. 1800, in
the 40th yvear of the Reign of His Mﬁst Sacred Majesty, George the I11d,

-

His Excellency Sir John Wentworth, Baronet, L.L.D. Lieutenant Governor and
Commander in Chief of His Majesty’s Province of Nova-Scotia and its Dependencies,
Surveyor General of Woods in all His Majesty’s Territories in America, and Colonel
of the Royal Nova-Scotia Regiment.

Vice Admiral Sir William Parker, Baronet, Commander in Chief of all His Majesty’s
Ships and Vessels employed, and to be employed in North America.

Lieutenarnt General Henry Bowyer, Commanding His Majesty’s Forces in the Pro-
vince of Nova-Scotia and its Dependencies.

Colonel the Right Honourable John Lord Elphinstone, Commanding His Majesty’s
26th Regiment of Foot, and

Colonel George Augustus Pollen, Member of the British Parliament, Commanding
His Majesty’s Fencible Regiment of Loyal Surry Rangers.

Accompanied by

The Honble, Sampson Salter Blowers, Chief-Justice of the Province.

The Hon. Henry Newton, Alexander Brymer, Thomas Cochran, Charles Morris,
John Halliburton, Henry Dunecan, Benning Wentworth, and James Brenton,
—Nembers of His Majesty’s Council;

Richard John Uniacke, Esquire, Speaker, and the Members of the House of As-
sembly in Town.

Rohert Murray, Esq; 1. Pellew, Esq; Joseph Bingham, Esq; R. Laurie, Esq; Henry
Carew, Esq; and J. Sykes, Esq; Captains in the R. Navy.—

Lieutenant Colonels Layard, Wetherall, Burroes, Benton, Burrough, Earle, Edwards,
and Hope; Majors Walker, Torrens, Thesiger, and Alridge;—Field Officers of
of his Majesty’s Forces in Nova-Scotia.

The Commissary General; Deputy Judge Advocate-General; Solicitor General;
Deputy Commissary General; and Military Secretary.

The Rev. Robert Stanser, Rector of St. Paul’s and the other Clergymen—the Magis-
trates, and principal Inhahitants of the Town, &e.

Mr. Isaac Hildreth, Architect.

Mr. John Henderson, Chief Mason.

Esto Perpetua!

Immediately after laying the Stone, the Rev. Rector of St. Paul’s concluded
the ceremcnies with the following prayer:

‘““Except the Lord build the House, their Labour is but lost that build it.

Except the Lord keep the city, the watchman waketh but in vain.” 127th

Psal. 1. 2. verse.

Let us pray.

O most merciful and gracious God, who preserveth and upholdeth all Things
by the word of thy Power, send down we humbly beseech Thee a Blessing upon
the present Undertaking; and grant that this Monument of the increasing Prosperity
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of this infant Colony, may hand down, to the latest Posterity, the loyvalty and at-
tachment of its Inhabitants to the best of Sovereigns, and their affection and regard
for those who were, at that Period, placed in authority under him,—that, by a steady
adherence to the principles of our most excellent Constitution, our Children’s Child-
ren may enjoyv those inestimable Privileges, which by thy Almight Protection have
been (even in these days of anarchy and confusion) secured to us, 'till Time itself
shall be no more.

Accept, O Lord, our Gratitude and Thanks, and hear our Petitions for Christ’s
sake, Amen.

After the ceremony was over, the Procession returred [sic| in the same order
to Government House. where there was a cold Collation prepared for the Company.

I11
BUILDING EXPENSES

According to the extant expense accounts, work began in September,
1799. The following is a typical account of the men’s wages:

1801 Masons Labourers and Sawyvers emploved at the New Govt House
from May 18th to 23d inclusive.

Masons Days £. 8. D. £.S. D.

J. Henderson 6 a7 2-2-0
M. Bevnon 534 a6/ 114 6
J. Wallace 6 116 °0
J. Strothers 6 116 0
J. Stephenson 6 116 0
Sheddy 43/4 | 18 6
W. McAlpin 4 1 4 0
Rogers 53 feet of Ashlara 6d 3 /4 1 9 91/2
Martin 42/10 ad/ | 1 10
White 31/10 015 6
Lovat 4210 1 10
Fusilr
Wallace 42/10 1 10
Latham 42/10 110
Bueton 42/10 | 1 10
Hockney 42/10 | 110
Labourers
M. Croff 6 a4/ 1 4 0
R. Langfield 21/4 090
Turner | 42/10 01691/2
Ruddery ! 42/10 016912
Rawlinson 42/10 01691/2
Rothwell 42/10 01691/2
Sawyvers
Thomson 42/10 ab/ . 1 10
Kirby 42/10 [ 1 10
£17-17- 3 1/2 9132
Adam & Campbel 228t Sawing 1 13
£18-18-11
9.13- 2
£28.12. 1

Isa; Hildrith.

Most of the free stone was procured in Pictou County. The following
is an account presented hy William McKay of Pictou.
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Halifax

The Commissioners for
Building New Governt. House
Dr. to William McKkay.

1804
June 8 For 388 Cubic feet of Free stone in Blocks pr Grahams shallop
July 5 424 ditto pr Harty's ditto
“ 11 440 ditto pr Darby’s ditto
Decem 4 224 ditto pr Jarvoise  ditto
1805
June 2 ; 18 ditto pr Marchand ditto
1494 feet . . . .. ... ... al/ £74.14:0
To my trouble in Contracting for the Stone, measuring
& Shipping them 5. 0.0
£79.14.0

Halifax Sth Augt. 1806

Received from Michael Wallace Treasurer of the Province Seventy nine

pounds fourteen shillings in full of the above Accot.
William MecKkay.

The cost of shipping goods from England is illustrated in this next ac-

count, a bill for a marble chimney piece sent from London.
Andw Belcher Esqr.

To Richard Westmacott

1804

April 7th For M: W: Nova Scotia
To a Statuary Marble Chimney DPiece Sunk pannels in frieze &
pilasters carvd pateras in blockings, Figure in Tablet & Statuary
....as pr Agreemt.
To a set of Slips for the same
No 6 Copper Cramps...12 Brass do 2 Bags plaister, straw &
paper for packing
159 ft. 3 in Supl. of strong deal packing Cases 8d
Packing up Chimney Piece & Slips loading into Cart & attending
at the City unloading the same 2 Masons & Polr. 3 /4 day each
Carriage of the ahove in 8 Cases to Porter’s Quay Thames St.
City toll wharfage & sufferance

Shipt pr Ship Duke. Cn. Sandford in 8 Cases

£ s d

31-10
15- 6

13- 6
5- 6- 2

10- 11/2
- 2

€39- 4- 51/2

——Paid——

Entry at Customhouse 5/, Duty 4 p Ct £1.16.3 1 /2

Freight and Primage 1.10 3-6-31/2

Commo 21,2 p Cent

on (42.10.9 is 1- 1- 3
£43-12-

Premium of Insurance on £45.15. warranted with Quebec Convoy

at 5 p Cent 2-5-9
with duty & Commission Stg £45-17- 9
London 7 April 1804 Exchg  5- 1-111/2
Errors Excepted Curry £50-19- 8 1/2

Received pavment Andw Belcher

Poblic Archiy
HAL
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1Ay
APPROPRIATIONS

(covering the expenses of the first twenty years.)

The first appropriation in 1799 of £10,500, of which £1000 were to be

reserved in the Treasury until the building was completed, carried the com-
missioners of the building over to the year 1802, when they were granted an
additional £1500 and given permission to spend the £1000 held in reserve.
From then on, appropriations were made annually, except in 1804 when no

1 appropriation act was passed

1799 £10,500

1802 1,500 “for carrving on the New Government House”

500 “to purchase any piece of Ground convenient to the said new
Ruilding for the purpose of making a communication from
the same to the Governors South Farm”

1803 £ 3,000 “towards completing and finishing the New Government
House”

1805-6 £ 2,500 “Towards completing and finishing the New Government
House”

1.500 “for completing the New CGovernment House”

500 “for purchasing furniture for the State Rooms in the said
House”

1806-7 2,051- 2-10 1/2 To pay the bills “‘against the New Government House and
Buildings” to Deec. 31, 1806.

50 To Isaac Hildrith. “‘the Architect emploved in building the
New Government House,. . .as a testimonial of the favorable
opinion entertained hy the Legislature of his ability integrity
diligence and zeal’.

1807-8 K0 “*To Thomas Carswell on Account of his demand for Materials
and Workmanship for the New Government House” to Octo-
her 1, 1806.

1808 400 “for the purpose of repairing the Roof, painting the insido
and for erecting an Iron railing round the Western Area of
the New Government House. Also towards erecting fences
around the said House. and the Garden helonging thereto”

250 “for the purchase of new Furniture for the Levee Room, the
Drawing Room and Dining Room of the New Government
House”

1809 500 “to Michael Wallace Esquire in full for his services as Com-

(summer missioner for superintending the building of the new Govern-

session) ment House”

361- 2-10 “to Michael Wallace. . .in full for his account and for all
demands of the said Commissioner against the Province on
account of the House aforesaid to this day”

8- 0-1 “To Michael Wallace Esquire” for discharging certain out-
standing debts against Government House’

19-19- 9 “to Messrs Hartshorne and Boggs. in full of their demand
against the new Government House”

35-11- 3 “to John Merrick in full of his demand as aforesaid”

20- 3 “to Richard Munday in full for his demand aforesaid”

353-15- 5 “to defray the expenses incurred by order of His Excellency
the Lieutenant Governor [Sir (Gieorge Prevost] for repairs
and requisite additions to the new Government House”

165 “to ecomplete the Tron railing in the rear of the New Govern-
ment House”

1809 £ 245 “to ereet and complete a IFence for enclosing the Garden

(autumn and Grounds belonging to the New (fovernment House”

session )

800-16- 8 “for the purchase of new [“urniture for the levee Room,

; of Nova Scolid
44, N Se

the drawing Room and dining Room of the new Government
House”
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1811

1812

1813

1814

1815

1816

1817

1818

1819

1820

115- 0- 5 1/2

200
283-13-10
704- 7- 4
120

920
40-12
776- 2- 4
388- 1- 1/2
509-12-
23-5-7
400

250

341- 0-61/2

319-18-11
350
567-18- 6

£31,659- 6- 8
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“to the Honorable Richard .John Uniacke Commissioner for
purchasing Furniture for the Government House”

“for raising the chimnies and making sundry repairs to the
Government House”

“for repairs to the Government House in the last Year”
“for the purpose of making the requisite repairs to the Gov-
ernment House for preserving and putting the same into a
tenantable Condition, and also for erecting board Fences at
the head of the Garden and at the east side of the Field ad-
joining the burying Ground and to build an Ice House in
the center of the said Field”

‘‘to purchase five Marble Chimney Pieces for the Government
House”

‘“‘to pay off the balance due for the repairs done to the Gov-
ernment House in the last Year, and for the repair of that
Building the present Year”

“to the acting Secretary of the Province in superintending
the Expenditure of the Sum of Money granted last Session
for the repairs of the Government House”

“for repairing the Fences round the Government House and
Garden, purchasing Copper to repair the Roof; Carpenters
Work and Materials and for purchasing Carpeting for the
Drawing and Dining Rooms and also for payving off the balance
now due for repairs to the said Building”

“for painting, white washing and other necessary repairs
to the Government House, and for keeping the Outhouses
drains and fences of the same in repair. And also for paying
off the balance now due for repairs done and Carpets furnished
for the said Building”

“for purchasing Copper, Nails Rivets and Solder and to pay
Carpenters Masons Labourers &ec in repairing the Roof of
the Government House”

“to Henry H. Cogswell for superintending the expenditure
of the sum of money granted the last Session for the Service
of the Government House”

“for providing an Iron railing for the East front of the Gov-
ernment House Lot and for making such other repairs as
may be necessary”

“for making such repairs to the GGovernment House as may
be necessary in the present Year and also for defrayving any
balance that may be now due for repairs made to the said
House”

“for defraying the balance now due for materials furnished
and repairs made to the Government House”

“to defray the Accounts of Expenditures and repairs done
to the Government House for the last year”

“for procuring Curtains and other Furniture for the State
Rooms in the Government House”

‘‘to defray the Accounts of Expenditures and repairs done
to the Government House and the Out Houses and fences
of the same in the last Year”
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v
PROTESTS OF THE ASSEMBLY AND WENTWORTH’S ANSWERS

The sharp protests of the Assembly over the high handed methods of
Michael Wallace, the chief commissioner for the building of the Government
House, were cither ignored by Wentworth or parried by cool refusals and
explanations.

On April 9, 1802, the Assembly passed these resolutions:

Resolved, That it appears that the Commissioners of the new Government-House
kept no minute of their proceedings, by which alone the responsibility, attach-
ing to them individually, can be ascertained.

Resolved, That four of the Commissioners under the Act, viz. the Honorable Andrew
Belcher, Foster Hutchinson, John Beckwith, and William Cochran, Esquires,
were blameable, in either not acting in execution of their trust, or formally
resigning their commissions.

Resolved, That it does not appear that Michael Wallace, Esq., the acting Commis-
sioner did ever communicate to his associates in the commission the Estimate
of the expence of the work upon which he proceeded.

Resolved. That the said Michael Wallace did proceed to act on an Estimate which
applied only to a part of the undertaking projected by the Legislature, and vet,
en the very face of it, exceeded the amount of the expence limited by Law for
the completion of the whole.

Resolved, That the conduct of the said Michael Wallace, Esq. is highly reprehens-
ible; first, in having acted, generally without the advice and concurrence of
those associated with him; and, secondly, by having exceeded the limits pre-
sceribed by the very Law under which he derived his authority.

Resolved, That it does not appear that the said Michael Wallace, was actuated by
any corrupt motive, but that in the performance of the undertaking, he has
acted with great zeal, diligence and ability.

Resolved, That as the present Building, though on a scale far beyond the wants or
circumstances of this Province, must be completed, or all the expence incurred
on it will be lost, it becomes expedient and necessary to create by Law a new
Commission, whereby the persons intrusted with the execution of the Act of
the Legislature, may be rendered duly responsible for their conduct, and may
be restricted from acting individually, without the concurrence of the majority
of such Commissioners.

On April 13, a committee was appointed to confer with Wentworth on
the appointment of a new commission. Wentworth’s reply, made in writing,
was given to the committee the next day. It read as follows:

THE Commissioners appointed by me, for building a Government-House, pur-
suant to the Law made for that purpose, being fully competent to that duty, and
not having signified to me any intention to relinquish the trust reposed in them, and
having hitherto conducted themselves in that service to my satisfaction, I se¢ no
necessity for the appointment of any others; nor if such nceessity existed, should
I think myself justifiable in consenting to any change or participation in the method
of nomination established by Law.

The temper of the new Assembly five years later may be judged from the
wording of their Address to Wentworth on January 15, 1807:

THE House of Assembly have taken into consideration, vour Excellency’s Mess-
age of the 9th instant, recommending, that provision be granted for disbursements
incurred, and towards completing the Government House Buildings, which your
Excellency informs the House, will require Two Thousand Pounds.

That part of the public Accounts, which respects the expenditure of monies,
granted at the last Sessions of General Assembly, for finishing those Buildings, and
for furnishing the State Rooms, not having been presented to the House until the
30th December, and no official notice having been presented to the Assembly, that
a further grant of Money would be required, the House being also engaged in other
important business, their Committee considered it too late in the Sessions to enter
into the examination of those Accounts, until your Excellency’s Message induced
them to proceed in that investigation.
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At the moment the Committee made its Report, a Letter addressed from the
acting Commissioner to the Speaker, was communicated to the House, stating that
nearly Two Thousand Pounds, in addition to the balance of Two Hundred and
Ninety-two Pounds Ten Shillings and Two-pence, on the Abstract last delivered,
would be wanting to pay off debts, now due, on account of the Government Build-
ings. And the House, have every reason to believe, that without a further sum were
gfanted, the appendages to the Buildings would still remain unfinished and incom-
plete.

The House cannot but observe to your Excellency, that the acting Commis-
sioner appears to have drawn, and blended, with his general disbursements, the sum
of Five Hundred Pounds, appropriated by the Legislature for the express purpose
of furnishing the State Rooms of the Government House.

It would be irksome to enter into a detail of past proceedings, on the subject
of monies required for the Government Buildings; but the House begs leave to refer
your Excellency to the Resolution of the Assembly, in the year One Thousand Eight
Hundred and Four, and to the Estimate which the Commlssxoners, by your Ex-
cellency's order, submitted to the Assembly at the last Sessions; by which the public
were induced to believe, that the grant of monies, made at that time, would discharge
all the debts, and enable the Commissioners, very nearly, to finish the Building,
and all its appendages.

The House of Assembly, therefore, have received with much concern and sur
prize, the notice, that debts, to such an alarming extent, have been contracted by
the acting Commissioner, without the authority of the Legislature, and contrary
to the intention of the late House, expressed in the Resolution already referred to.

In deference to yvour Excellency’s Message, the House would be desirous to
enter into an investigation of those debts, and to form a determination on the sub-
ject; but the lateness of the Session, and the return home of many of the Members
of the House, renders doubtful the possibility, or propriety, of effecting a due ex-
amination of those Accounts, at this period.

The House of Assembly, nevertheless, requests that your Excellency would be
pleased to direct the acting Commissioner to lay all the Claims and Vouchers be-
fore the House, who will then consider what further proceedings can be had thereon
at the present Sessions.

In his reply to this address, Wentworth made it clear that he never
intended to limit the cost of the Government House to the sums named and
granted by the Legislature:

The difficulties which you suggest in this Address, may be relieved by recollect-
ing that the annual grants which are referred to, were always understood to con-
template progressive means for carrying on the Public Buildings; and could not
be considered as embracing a re-imbursement for the whole expenditures made,
and, also to carry on the estimated works proposed. A recurrence to the Accounts
of former years, approved, and ever since upon your files, establish this sentiment.
On the Twenty Third of June, One Thousand Eight Hundred and Three, at the
request of the House, an estimate was presented of Four Thousand Two Hundred
and Sixteen Pounds, toward completing the Premises; and at the same time was
reported, a debt incurred, of nearly Twelve Hundred Pounds, by an abstract ac-
companying it, that the House might be possessed of every possible information.
At this Sessions, Three Thousand Pounds only, was voted, for this service: It is
therefore evident, that the service was intended to proceed, and that the means
were progressive, and not final, being to the latter inadequate.—The same mode
has been judiciously pursued in every succeeding Session; whereby all the other
public Services were equally forwarded.

The accounts of the Commissioner were necessarily arranged up to the Thirtieth
Day of December, and then delivered to the House; since which, he has been always
ready and desirous for, and even solicited their investigation and settlement; which
I trust, from their truth and perspicuity, might be done in a few hours. This measure
I judged to be expedient previous to my Message, and from the time elapsed, hoped
it had been done; as I had directed that all those accounts should be prepared, and
was ascertained that the Commissioner had expressed his anxiety to this purpose;
and he now continues ready to furnish every document and explanation the House
may desire.

As to the lateness of the season, and the return home of many of your Members,
I regret both; and sincerely hope and recommend, that the business remaining, will
be so expedited, as to enable me to close the Session without delay.
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Vi
FURNISHINGS

The following report on the furnishings in Government House was placed
before the Assembly on March 30, 1811:

That the committee have examined the account of the commissioner [R. J.
Uniacke] appointed to expend the said sums of money, and find that he has paid
His Excellency Sir GEORGE PREVOST, for the several articles of Furniture in
the schedule No. I, hereunto annexed, marked letter A. the greater part of which
were imported from England by His Excellency, and the remainder of them were
purchased by him from Sir JOHN WENTWORTH, which articles it appears His
Excellency was pleased to offer to the Province at the first cost thereof; the amount
so paid being 766 L. 18s. 4 1 /2d. currency. That the articles of Furniture, marked
B. in the said schedule, appear to have been imported from London by the said
commissioner, and to have cost 228 L. 17s. 10d. currency, including the expenses
thereon; and that the articles marked C. in the said schedule, were purchased by
the said commissioner in Halifax, and appear to have cost 184 L. 2s. 5 1/2d. The
whole cost of the said Furniture amounts [to] 1,179 L. 18s. 8 1 /2d. and on the whole
of which sum the commissioner has in his account charged a commission of five per
cent. making 58 L. 19s. 6d. That the committee further report that it appears to
them that the commissioner has purchased no article of Furniture but what the
Estimate laid before the House in 1808 contained, except two Sophasfor the Drawing-
room, which appear to have cost 34 L. 6s. sterling, and except two Glasses for the
Saloon in lieu of the two Glasses purchased by His Excellency, the same being too
small, the increased expense in consequence is 32 L. 15s.

That the committee further report, that the Estimate for Furniture for the new
Government-House, as submitted to the House in the year 1808, amounted to 1,098 L.
6s. 8 1/2d. That the Assembly in its last sitting granted the sum of 800 L. 6s. 8d.
to purchase Furniture, which, with the sum of 250 L. heretofore granted for the like
purpose, amounted to 1050 L. 16s. leaving a deficieney of 47 L. 10s. 0 1 /2d.

The committee further report, that of the Furniture purchased by the Province
for the Government-House during the administration of Sir JOHN WENTWORTH,
and received by His Excellency SIR GEORGE PREVOST, a part was sold at auc-
tion by order of His Excellency, the same so sold being worn out and useless, the
sales thereof amounted to 34 L. 9s. 5d. which sum the commissioner has received and
given credit for in his account, leaving abalancein favour of the commissioner of the
sum of 153 L. 7s. 1 1/2d.

The committee further report, that the Schedule marked A. contains the Fur-
niture purchased by the Province for the new Government-House, and now in the
possession of His Excellency Sir GEORGE PREVOST, and that the schedule marked
?umber 2, contains articles of Furniture purchased by the Province and not accounted

or.

Schedule, No. 1, to which the report refers:

Levee Room Sterling Currency
[ 7 Turkish Sophas £70 15 6
| 12 Chairs, with cane bottoms 2314 O
Cushions and Covers for do. 414 0
A. { 3 Lustres to suspend from ceiling 6210 0
Chains, Rings, Pullies, for do. 1115 0
| Extra Glass Drops, Packing Case for do. 31 0
| 2 Hearth Rugs 8 00
C. A Looking Glass, first cost, paid Mr. Hartshorne 31 50
B. A Frame for do. 513 0
Fitting the Frame for do. 1130
B. 7 Branches for sides of the wall 14 1 6
C. 2 sets of Fire Irons and Fenders 5150
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SALOON

A Brussels Carpet to fit the room
Cutting out and making do.

A fine Rug to match the Carpet
Window Curtains of fine cloth

1 pair fire Secreens

Chimney Candlesticks

2 handsome mahogany tables

2 pair Tables

1 large Looking Glass

1 pair of Chandeliers

2 Looking Glasses from Mr. Hart
Frames for Saloon Glasses and sitting

DRAWING ROOM

1 Brussels Carpet to fit the Room
Cutting out and making do.
1 Fire Rug

| 24 Chairs, cane bottoms

Cushions and Covers for do.

1 Lustre to suspend from the ceiling
A handsome mahogany Commode

2 Chimney Lustres

| 2 Mahogany Tables

1 do. Commode do.
1 pair Fire Screens

. Fire Irons and Fenders of Sir John Wentworth

J

J

4 Chairs with arms
4 Cornices, with tinned rods, laths, bhrackets, cur-
tains and draperies
2 Sophas, with bolsters & cotton cases
1 Looking Glass, first cost, of Mr. Hartshorne
Frame for do.
Fitting do.
DINING ROOM
24 mahogany chairs
1 Hearth Rug, purchased of Sir John Wentworth
6 Window Curtains, Cornices, Draperies, and
making up
Floor Cloth for side hoard
CHARGES

Packing cases for part of the Furniture imported
by his Excellency Sir George Prevost

And carriage to Portsmouth

Packing cases, insurance, entry, freight, &e. for
the remainder

Schedule, No. 2, to which the report refers:

Two Reflectors
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Schedule of Furniture purchased by the Province for the new Government-
House, now in the possession of His Excellency SIR GEORGE PREVOST,
28th March, 1811.

LEVEE ROOM

Seven Turkish Sophas.

Twelve Chairs, with cane bottoms.
Cushions and Covers for do.

Three Lustres to suspend from the ceiling, Chains, Rings, Pullies, &e. for the same.
Extra Glass Drops, for do.
Two Hearth Rugs.

One Looking Glass.

Seven Branches for sides of the wall.

Two sets of Fire Irons and Fenders.

Cotton Blinds to all the Windows.

Drapery for the Cornice, and three Grates.



Government House

SALOON

A Brussels Carpet.
A fire Rug.
Window Curtains of fine eloth.
One pair fire Screens.
Chimney Candlesticks.
Two Mahogany Tables.
Two pair Tables.
One large Looking Glass.
One pair of Chandeliers.
Two Looking Glasses purchased from Mr. Hart.
Two blue Satin Sophas.
Twelve do. Armed Chairs.
Two large Arm Chairs.
Eighteen Chairs without arms.
One Steel Register Stove.
China Ornaments.

DRAWING ROOM
A Brussels Carpet.
One Fire Rug.
Twenty-four Chairs, cane bottoms with cushions and covers for the same.
A Lustre to suspend from the ceiling.
A mahogany Commode.
Two Chimney Lustres.
Two Mahogany Tables.
One do. do.
One pair of Fire Screens.
Four Chairs with arms.
Fire Irons and Fenders.
Four Cornices, with tinned rods, laths, brackets. curtains and draperies.
Two Sophas, with bholsters & cotton cases.
One Looking Glass.
One Grate.

DINING ROOM

Twenty-four Mahogany Chairs.
One Hearth Rug.
Six Window Curtains, Cornices and Draperies.
A Floor Cloth for the side boar.
One Carpet.
A set of Dining Tables (mahogany).
A Side Board (mahogany).
Two Reflectors.
One Grate.
In the two Waiting Rooms:

In the Hall:
Two Lanthorns and two Foot Serapers.

Two Grates.

In the Kitchen:
A Smoke Jack and Stone Plate.

In the Hall below Stairs:
Two close Stoves.
In the Nursery:
One brass Register Stove.
In the Chambers:
Three Grates.
One Water Closet complete.





