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INTRODUCTION

HE accompanving table shows the taxes that were raised in Nova Scotia
over a period of sixty-five years after the establishment of the seat of
government at Halifax. It was a period of immigration, internal settlement
and foreign wars. Its first half saw the arrival of German, New England,
Scots and American loyalist settlers, the stock from which most of the in-
habitants of the north, south and west of the province are sprung; it saw the
Seven Years’” War and the war of the American revolution. During the
latter half of the period more Scots arrived and the work of opening up the
province, which had begun before the arrival of the loyalists in the ’eighties,
went on, while the Napoleonic Wars and the War of 1812 raged outside. Since
taxes exist for the purpose of raising whatever revenue is needed, they change
with the needs of the communitv. In this regard it is interesting to see how
taxation in Nova Scotia reflected the times.

Cf the several kinds of duties, those of impost and excise were the most
productive and the most liable to be changed to accord with the needs of the
times. The oldest tax was an excise on spirits pavable by all licensed retailers
of rum and other spirits. Until 1782, when an ad valorem im»dost was first
charged on goods imported bv non-resident traders, all impost and excise
duties were specific. Spirits were always taxed for impost and excise and
wine nearly always; until 1792, at least, thev were the chief source of pro-
vincial revenue. Specific duties on imported lumber, sugar, tea and tobacco
changed with conditions until 1785, after which they gradually settled into
rates, which, with slight modifications, lasted until the end of the period.
After the passing of the American Trade Act, 1789 cap. 14, there were always
duties, impost or excise or both, charged ad valorem.

In addition to impost and excise duties on goods imported into or manu-
factured in the province, there were certain other taxes in force, some per-
petual and others of short duration. The tonnage duty, for example, a charge
per ton of the burden of merchant vessels leaving Halifax Harbour, was levied
to support the lighthouse at Sambro. Its rate was changed but it was in-
tended to be a perpetual tax. The same was true of the impost on licences
for retailing wines and spirits. Other duties, such as those on wheel carriages,
auctioneers’ licences, billiard-tables, and land and the capitation tax, were im-
posed with immediate purposes and lapsed when the purposes were accom-
plished. Until 1772 taxation was wholly indirect, that is, imposed upon goods
and commodities and their distribution. The first direct general tax was
imposed on land in August 1772. Three years later a head or capitation tax,
assessed on every male inhabitant according to his occupation or “means”,
came into effect. Subsequently another land tax and a capitation tax were
in force for short periods. These comprise all the direct taxes imposed by the
Nova Scotia legislature in the period under review.

The collecting of the taxes in Nova Scotia was a matter of some importance.
In the text of 1758 cap. 1, printed in extenso as an Appendix to this study, the
regulations for collecting imposts were laid down. They provide for the
paying or securing of the duties by the importer within twenty-four hours



2 - PUBLIC ARCHIVES OF NOVA SCOTIA

of the goods’ being landed at any port. Excise duties were at first payable
only by licenced retailers, who were required to submit monthly accounts
to the collector of excise, showing their sales, and to pay or secure the duties
on the stock sold during the month. After the enactment of 1763 cap. 6,
excise duties were no longer payable by tavern-keepers and retailers of licuor
in emall quantities, but by merchants and distillers. The latter were to send
in to the collector monthly reports of the amount of liquor they distilled, while
merchants were to report, within twenty-four hours, the amount of dutiable
goods they had received. Licenced retailers were thenceforth charged a
yearly tax and the excise duties were absorbed in the merchants’ selling price.
Imposts like wheel carriage and licence duties were payable to special clerks
in the Capital and to justices of the peace elsewhere, while tonnage duties
were collected by the impost and excise officers. A special duty such as the
land or capitation tax was assessed and collected by commissioners appointed
for each township.

As a general rule collectors of revenue were paid by a percentage of the
duties they received, and the rate of remuneration varied inversely with the
receipts. Thus in 1806 the collectors of impost and excise in Halifax, where
the largest amount might be expected, were entitled to three and a half per-
cent of their takings, while those in all other townships got ten percent. The
collectors were assisted by gaugers and weighers, tide-waiters and whatever
clerks and deputies they chose to employ. Cn arrival in port, a vessel was
boarded by a tide-waiter, who remained until all dutiable articles had been
removed to the impost and excise office. The goods were first passed by a
gauger and weigher and then assessed by the collector of impost or his deputv,
to whom the shirmaster or supercargo delivered his report of the cargo landed
and his oath conforming to the revenue laws, and from whom he received a
permit to land the goods. The importer made a similar report, on oath, and
paid the duty immediately or gave bond for payment by quarterly instal-
ments, if the duties exceeded ten pounds, currency. Goods were reported
for excise duties by importers within a day of receiving them, and by dis-
tillers or manufacturers on a monthly basis, as described above. Tide-waiters
and gaugers were paid by salary, after 1789 the waiters being paid on a daily
basis bv the Ccmmissioners of the Revenue. Seventy pounds per year was
the maximum allowed to each Halifax waiter and the weigher and gauger’s
salary was eighty pounds. Waiters and gaugers in outports each received
five percent of the duties.

Resides payment by commission and by salary, the farming of duties
had often been proposed as a means of remunerating the collector. In the
davs before the calling of a general assembly, the excise duties were farmed
for one year!. In 1773% the impost and excise duties for the districts of Cape
Breton and Canso were farmed and the following year, after much opposition
had been overcome, the duties for these districts and for those of St. John,
Passamaquoddy, Yarmouth, Pictou, Tatamagouche and Bay Chaleur, and
the County of Queen’s were farmed. By three successive Acts they continued
to be farmed from the second of April 1775 until the thirty-first of December
17803, after which date the method of paying the collectors a percentage
commission was resumed.

1 Vol. 210 p. 220, Council Minutes, 27 Dec. 1755.

2 1773 (2) cap. 8.
3 1774 cap. 16, 1776 cap. 8 and 1778 cap. 10.
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The responsibility for collecting the revenue lay with the Provincial
Treasurer. He received quarterly accounts and payments from all collectors
of taxes. Until 1787 he received also claims for drawbacks of duties. In that
year a board of three commissioners of the revenue was appointed to hear and
determine claims for drawbacks. Two years later the duties of these com-
missioners were widened to include two new services: supervision of the
funding of the province debt and the paying of tide-waiters. At the same
time the commissioners took over the Treasurer’s duty of receiving quarterly
accounts from collectors, prosecuting delinquent officers and public debtors
and taking seizures, forfeitures and breaches of the revenue laws to court.
In 1793 the number of commissioners was increased from three to five, three
to be a quorum. Two members of the board were appointed from the Council
and three from the Assembly. The Treasurer was a permanent commissioner.
The board was unpaid but had the services of a clerk who was allowed £25
per annum. For five years the commissioners carried out these duties and
were known as Commissioners of the Revenue and Auditors of the Public
Accounts. Following the appointment of Michael Wallace as Treasurer,
however, the important off.ces of auditor and receiver of collectors’ accounts
were transferred to the Treasurer’s department, where they remained. Hence-
forth the revenue commissioners paid tide-waiters, examined claims for draw-
bacls and prosecuted defaulters and breakers of the revenue laws, while
the provincial Treasurer received money and accounts and enjoyved the privilege
of acting as sole aucitor of his own accounts!

Although the provision of a revenue was the primary consideration in
imposing duties, it was not the only one. The needs of provincial trade and
cf Nova Scotia as a unit in the British navigation system also had to be met.
With these in view certain drawbacks and exemptions were allowed and
certain changes made in the duties. From 1760 it was customary, as a measure
to encourage general trade, to allow a drawback of two-thirds, later five-
sixths, of the impost. on the goods which had paid the duty being exported.
For the frst seven years of taxation in the province, Great Britain and the
West Indies had enjoyed complete exemption from impost duties. After
the calling of an Assembly in 1758 the exemption was retained for British
gcods only, ard for three vears West Indies goods received no favoured treat-
ment. In 1761, however, a step to encourage Nova Scotia-West Indies trade
was taken when a drawback was granted of 3d. of the 1s.3d. impost on West
Indies rum, if the spirits had been purchased with a cargo two-thirds Nova
Scotian, and both cargoes had been carried in provincially owned vessels.
Ey 1775 this drawback had been transmuted into a remission of certain duties
on West Indies spirits, molasses and brown sugar and in 1785 and 1793 further
changes were made. The provisions of the 1793 law remained, for all practical
purposes, until the end of the period. They gave remissions of duties on
sririts, molasses, brown sugar and coffee, being the produce of the West
Indies bought with one-third Nova Scotian produce and carried in provincially
owned vessels. The same remissions were applied to a non-resident importer,
if he exported Nova Scotian goods in the same bottom within six months.

Exemptions were sometimes a means of sponsoring a provincial industry.
At a time when a whale fishery was beginning to flourish the legislature lent
a hand by exempting from impost all goods purchased with spermaceti and
sperm-oil. Other exemptions were more permanent and, indeed, part of the
Eritish navigation system. Srpirits and wine for the officers and men of such
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naval vessels as happened to be stationed in or visiting the province were
always exempt from as much duty as if they had been exported. The same
was expected with regard to liquor for the troops, but this exemption did
not come into force until 1782, after the Home Government had demanded
it, and then it was applied only to such spirits and molasses as were issued
to the troops as a gift from the King.

The general exemption of the produce of Great Britain and Ireland
from impost duties came into effect with the first duties. It was considered
an essential provision to be borne in mind by a colonial legislature. One of
the Trade Instructions to the Governor was ‘““You shall not assent to, make
or allow of any Law, Bye Laws, Usages or Customs in Your Government
which are repugnant to the Acts hereinbefore mentioned.”* (e.g. Navigation
and Trade Laws). Since any tax would decrease the provincial importation
of the taxed articles and therefore ‘“‘be repugnant to’’ the British trade and
navigation laws, this instruction was interpreted as a prohibition on import
duties on the produce and manufactures of Great Britain. Excise duties,
being charged on goods sold or consumed in the province irrespective of their
origin, were not usually considered as coming under the ban. In 1763, however,
following a discussion on the subject in the Nova Scotia legislature, the Com-
missioners for Trade and Plantations made the following pronouncement:

“it was never understood that the Instruction against laying Duties
“upon the Importation of the produce and Manufacture of Great Britain
“extended to prevent their being exercised in common with the produce of
“other places, either as a mode of raising Money or as a necessary regulation
“of Police.”’®

This official disavowal of exemption seems not to have been conveyed
to the Assembly, for they continued to insert the saving clause in the impost
bills, and for one year even exempted produce from Great Britain and Ireland
from excise. There was no direct break with the traditional policy until 1793.
But, as a means of circumventing the exempting regulation, there arose a
curious confusion over the respective natures of impost and excise duties.
The method, first discernible in 1774 cap. 12, was to cloak impost duties
under an excise exterior. This Act provided for duties, to be collected as
excise, of fivepence per gallon and five shillings per gross hundredweight
on molasses and brown sugar (respectively) sold in the province. But it
also provided that if the molasses and brown sugar were the produce of the
West Indies and had been purchased with two-thirds Nova Scotian produce
and transported in a provincially owned vessel, they should be exempt from
the duty. Since it made the imposition of the duty conditional on the place
of origin and mode of importation of the goods, the Act was clearly one of
impost. In 1785 the legislature came out in the open and called them impost
duties, and exempted molasses and brown sugar from Great Britain, should
there be any, from paying them. The ad valorem excise Act 1792 c. 13 is another
example of this masquerading policy, since, in effect, it levied duties on goods
imported from Great Britain. Of it the provincial secretary later said:

“l am at a loss to know how the then Lieutenant-governor conceived

“himself justified in giving his assent to the Act notwithstanding the

“inhibition contained in the Royal Instructions.”’¢
The same Act continued in force until 1834.

¢ Vol. 347 doc. 36 Trade Instructions to Parr, 11 Sept. 1783 Art. 7.

5 Vol. 31 doc. 10 Extract from proceedings, 17 Jan. 1763.
$ Vol. 140 pp. 534-6 Cogswell to Odell, 10 Nov. 1813.
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Although by these conjuror’s tricks, goods of Great Britain had been
made liable to certain duties, previously evaded, it was ‘“‘in common with the
produce of other places” and within the limits prescribed by the Commissioners
of Trade and Plantations in 1763. After 1793 this was no longer true. In
that year impost and excise duties were combined in two revenue laws which
applied to all goods imported into or sold or consumed in the province. There
was no exemption of produce of Great Britain, but there was an exemption,
from part of the duty and under certain conditions, of spirits, molasses, brown
sugar and coffee from the West Indies. This exemption, though passed with
the avowed purpose of stimulating trade between Nova Scotia and the West
Indies, had the eflect of a preferential tariff, and placed spirits imported from
Great Britain (and molasses, brown sugar, and cof:ee, if there should be any)
at a disadvantage as compared with West Indies spirits. British spirits,
carried in Eritish vessels, which had hitherto paid no import duties, were
now liable to a duty of one shilling threepence per gallon, while West Indies
spirits, which had been paving threepence, paid one shilling per gallon. In
1802 a preference under the same conditions was made for Azores and West
Indies wine. This is not the place to discuss colonial autonomy and British
economic policy, but the fact that Nova Scotia had become so far emancipated
from the customs and usages of the Eritish navigation system, by 1793, as
to place Great Britain's produce in a position inferior to that of the West
Indies is at least worthy of notice. It is one of the interesting points that
warrant the compilation of the table.

The table is presented in such form as to show the duties actually being
collected in the province at any date between 1751 and 1816. It may also
be used to recconstruct the history of fiscal legislation. The first date at the
head of a section indicates when the Act or Acts listed in the right-hand margin
came into ef’ect; the second date indicates when either a new Act was passed
or an old one expired. By comparing the rates in consecutive sections one
can determine the duties imposed by any Act. An example will be the best
illustration of the uses of the table. It provides the following information
about Nova Scotian taxation between 22nd June and the 28th November,
1763 (Section VIII):

(1) The duties in force on and after 22 June:

(a) tonnage duties of 4d. and 6d. per ton of the burden of provincial
and foreign merchant vessels leaving Halifax Harbour, a duty
imposed by 1759 cap. 2.

(b) impost duties varving from 15/ to £2. per pipe of wine,

imposed by 1753 c. 1

impost dutv of 2/6 per bbl. of beer. . . ......

(c) licence dutvy of £10. per annum in Halifax peninsula and £5.
elsewhere for licence for selling spirits, wine, etc. and duty for
licence for selling wine, beer, etc. £4. in Halifax peninsula.

imposed by 1761 c. 19

impost duty of 5d. per gallon of all spirits. . . .imposed by 1763 c. 5
(d) excise duty of 10d. per gal. of all spirits. . . .. imposed by 1763 c. 6



PUBLIC ARCHIVES OF NOVA SCOTIA

(2) Changes in rales since previous Seclion:

)

(a) tonnage duties, licence duties, imposts on wine and beer wn-
changed.

(b) decrease of 10d. per gallon in impost on spirits.

(c) decrease of 2d. per gal. in excise on N.S.-distilled spirits.

(d) increase of 1d. per gal. in excise on imported spirits.
(e) decrease of 9d. (the whole duty) in excise on wines.

Revenue Acts passed in 1763 (1si. session) and their dales of coming
into effect:

(a) 1763 cap. 5 decreasing impost on spirits from 1Is. 3d. to 5d.,
eflective 22nd June.

(b) 1763 cap. 6, decreasing excise on Nova Scotia-distilled spirits
from 1s. to 10d., and increasing excise on other spirits from 9d.
to 10d., effective 22 June.

(4) Old Revenue Acts that expired 22 June:

(a) 1761 cap. 17
(b) 1758 cap. 33

(5) Old Revenue Acts remaining in force:

(a) 1758 cap. 1
(b) 1759 cap. 12
(c) 1761 cap. 19



Fiscal Legislation in Nova Scotia
1751-1815

(Compiled from MS. Acts and Revenue Papers,
Public Archives of N. S.)

Previous to the passing of the first revenue Act, 17 October,

1758, an excise had been charged, from the 10th May, 1751,

of 6d. per gallon of spirits sold, in less quantities than three

Sec. I  gallons, in the province. I'rom 3lst July 1751 an impost of

3d. per gallon was charged on all imported spirits except from

Great Britain and the West Indies. Produce of Great Britain
continued to be exempt from impost duties until 1793.

Sec. Kinp oF Duty RATES Act
17 Cctober to 5 December 1758
I Impost 3d. per gal. of spirits. . ... ... .... 1758 c. 1
£1.0.0. per pipe of Western Is. wine .
£1.10.0 * * * Canary Is.
£2.00. * * * Madeira - -
15/ X3 X3 X3 Other . e
2/6 per bbl. of beer . . . :
Excise 6d. per gal. of spirits..............Council Act
29 Apr. 1751

5 December 1758 to 1 September 1759
IT1  Impost on spirits, wine and beer as Sec. 11

Excise 9d. per gal. of spirits....... .. .....1758 c. 33
9d. per gal. of wine . . . . XA e o

1 September 1759 to 1 January 1760
IV Impost on spirits, wine and beer as Sec. 11
Excise on spirits and wine as Sec. 111

Tonnage light duties payable by all merchant
vessels except fishing and coasting
vessels, on leaving Halifax Harbour:
4d. per ton of burden of vessels
owned bv Nova Scotian free-
holding inhabitants. .. ... ... .. 1759 c. 2
6d. per ton of burden of other
vessels.
20/ per ton per yr. for coasting
vessels.
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SEC.

\,'

KIND OF Duty

Tonnage

Impost

Excise

RATES Acr.
1 January 1760 to 14 August 1761
as Sec. IV

on wine and beer as Sec. 11

6d. per gal. of spirits.............. 1759 (2nd sess.)
c. 17 adds 3d.

2ths drawn back on exportation.

Zrds of old duties on spirits, wine and

beer drawn back on exportation.. .. .1759 (1st sess.)
c. 6

on wine as Sec. 111

3d. per gal. of N.S. distilled spirits.. . 1759 (2) c. 19

9d. ““ ““ “otherspirits....... .. 1759 (2) c. 18

VI

VII

Tonnage

Impost

I£: cise

Tonnage

Impost

Excise

14 August to 3 September 1761
as Sec. IV

wine and beer as Sec. 11
1/3 per gal. of spirits..... . ......1761c. 17 adds 9d.
All but 1d. drawn back on exporta-
tion.
3d. per gal. of duty on rum drawn
back if it is W. Indies rum pur-
chased with Zrds N.S. produce and
carried in N.S. vessels.

wine and imported spirits as Sec. V
1/ per gal. of spirits distilled in N.S. 1761 c. 18 adds
9d

3 September 1761 to 22 June 1763
as Sec. 1V

wine and beer as Sec. 11

spirits as Sec. VI

licence duty, payable b’ retailers of
spirits, wine, beer, etc.:

£10 per vr. in Halifax peninsula.. . .1761 c. 19
£5 ““ * elsewhere.... . .. .. .. .. -
licence duty by retailers of wine,

beer, etc. in Halifax peninsula:

£Aperyr.. . ... 1761 c. 19
wine and imported spirits as Sec. V

other spirits as Sec. VI
on wine lapsed 22 June.
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SEC. KiInD oF Duty RATES ACT
22 June to 28 November 1763

VIII Tonnage as Sec.IV

Impost wine and beer as Sec. 11
licence duty as Sec. VII

5d. per gal. of spirits.............. 1763 c. 5
removes 10d.
Excise 10d. per gal. of all spirits.......... 1763 c. 6

adds 1d. to imported spirits
removes 2d. from N.S.
[on wines having expired)

28 November 1763| to 1 January 1764
6 December 1763

IX Tonnage as Sec.IV

Impost wine and beer as Sec. 11
licence duty as Sec. VII
spirits as Sec. VIII
on billiard tables and shuffleboards
(effective 6 Dec.)
f£l0perannum................... 1763 (2) c. 11
1d. per Ib. of loaf sugar. . . ........1763 (2) c. 14
5/ per 1000 of bricks.............. “
5/ per 1000 ft. of boards........... ¢
1/3 per 1000 shingles.............. «
5/ per 1000 clapboards. ........... “
These duties drawn back on ex-
portation.

Excise on spirits as Sec. VIII

1 Jan. 1764 to 18 June 1765
X  Tonnage as Sec. IV

Impost on wine and beer as Sec. 11
on spirits as Sec. VIII
on billiard tables, loaf sugar, bricks
etc. as Sec. IX
licence duty altered:
£8 per yr. in Halifax, Annapolis
Royal and Fort Cumberland. ... ... 1763 (2) c. 12
£5 per yr. elsewhere. ............ “

Excise on spirits as Sec. VIII
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Sec. KIND OoF Duty

XI

Tonnage

Impost

Excise

RATES

18 June 1765 to 31 July 1766
as Sec. IV

wine and beer as Sec. 11

spirits as Sec. VIII

billiard tables, loaf sugar etc. as
Sec. IX

licences as Sec. X

on loaf sugar, bricks, shingles, boards
lapsed 31 July 1766.

on spirits as Sec. VIII

6d. per gal. of wine. .. ............
1/perlb.oftea..................
2d. per lb. of coffee...............
1/ per pack of playing cards.......

Act

1765 c. 12

““

XII

Tonnage

Impost

Excise

1 August to 22 November 1766
as Sec. IV

wine and beer as Sec. I1I

spirits as Sec. VIII

billiard tables as Sec. IX

licences as Sec. X

[on loaf sugar etc. having expired]

on spirits as Sec. VIII
on wine, tea, coffee and cards as
Sec. XI

XIII

Tonnage

Impost

Excise

22 November 1766 to 31 July 1767
as Sec. IV

wine and beer as Sec. 11

spirits as Sec. VIII

billiard tables as Sec. IX

licences as Sec. X

1d. per lb. of loaf sugar...........

spirits as Sec. VIII
wine, tea, coffee and cards as Sec. X1

1766 c. 10
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SEC. KIND oF Duty RATES Acr

1 August to 31 December 1767
XIV  Tonnage as Sec. IV

Impost wine and beer as Sec. 11
spirits as Sec. VIII
billiard tables as Sec. IX
licences as Sec. X
loaf sugar as Sec. XIII
duty of 10/ per pr. of wheels with
fellies narrower than 8 inches, on
carriages in Halifax peninsula....1767 c. 13

Excise spirits as Sec. VIII
wine, tea, coffee and cards as Sec. X1
duties on tea and coffee repealed
31 Dec.............. ... ... ... ... 1767 c. 9

1 January to 31 January 1768
XV Tonnage asSec. IV

Impost wine, beer as Sec. 11
spirits as Sec. VIII
billiard tables as Sec. IX
licences as Sec. X
loaf sugar as Sec. XIII
wheel carriages as Sec. XIV
duty on wine repealed, 31 Jan...... 1767 c. 11

Excise on spirits as Sec. VIII
wine and cards as Sec. XI
[on tea and coffee having expired|

1 February to 30 November 1768
XVI Tonnage as Sec. IV

Impost billiard tables as Sec. IX
licences as Sec. X
loaf sugar as Sec. XIII (lapsed 30

Nov.)
wheel carriages as Sec. XIV
3d. per gal. of spirits.............. 1767 c. 12 re-
moves 2d.
2/6 per bbl.of beer. .............. 1767 c. 12

[on wine having expired]

Excise on wine and playing cards as Sec. XI
duty on cards lapsed 30 Nov.
1/ per gal. of spirits. . ......... 1767 c. 11 adds 2d.
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SEC. KIND oF Duty RATES Act
1 December 1768 to 6 Feb. 1769
XVII Tonnage as Sec. IV
Impost billiard tables as Sec. IX
licences as Sec. X
wheel carriages as Sec. XIV
spirits and beer as Sec. X VI
[on loaf sugar having expired|
Excise wine as Sec. X1
spirits as Sec. XVI
[on playing cards having expired]
7 February to 9 November 1769
XVIII Tonnage asSec. IV
Impost billiard-tables as Sec. IX
licences as Sec. X
wheel carriages as Sec. XIV
on billiard-tables lapsed, 9 Nov.
5d. per gal. of spirits........... 1768 c. 18 adds 2d.
2/6 per bbl.of beer. ......... .. 1768 c. 18
Excise 10 d. per gal. of spirits............ 1768 c. 19
6d. per gal. of wine.. ... .. .... .. 1768 c. 20
10 November 1769 to 5 July 1770
XIX Tonnage as Sec. IV
Impost licences as Sec. X
wheel carriages as Sec. XIV
spirits and beer as Sec. XVIII
[on billiard-tables having expired]
Excise spirits and wine as Sec. XVIII
6 July 1770 to 30 June 1771
XX Tonnage asSec.IV
Impost licences as Sec. X
wheel carriages as Sec. XIV
spirits as Sec. XVIII
5/ per bbl.of beer. ....... .. ... . 1770 c. 14
adds 2/6
1d. perlb. of loaf sugar............1770 c. 12
2/6 per bbl. of cider (30 gals.). . ... .
Excise wine as Sec. XVIII

1/ per gal. of spirits. ........... 1770 c. 15 adds 2d.
2/6 per lb. of greentea............ 1770 c. 11

1/ per 1b. of Boheatea............ ¢
4d. per lb. of coffee. ... ... ........
1/ per pack of playing cards. ... ...
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SEC. KIND oF Duty RATES

XXI

Tonnage

Impost

Excise

1 July 1771 to 30 June 1772
as Sec. IV

on licences as Sec. X

wheel carriages as Sec. XIV

spirits as Sec. XVIII

beer, sugar and cider as Sec. XX

on wine as Sec. XVIII

spirits, coffee and cards as Sec. XX
1/ perlb.ofallteas...............
duty on tea, coffee and cards lapsed
30 June.

Act

1771 ¢c. 15

XXII

Tonnage

Impost

Excise

1 July to 31 July 1772
as Sec. IV

on licences as Sec. X

wheel carriages as Sec. XIV
spirits as Sec. XVIII

beer, sugar, cider as Sec. XX

on wine as Sec. XVIII
spirits as Sec. XX

[duties on tea, coffee, cards having

expired|

XXIII

Tonnage

Impost

Excise

Land

1 August 1772 to 31 December 1773
as Sec. IV

on licences as Sec. X

wheel carriages as Sec. XIV
spirits as Sec. XVIII

beer, sugar, cider asSec. XX
duty on cider and sugar lapsed
31 Dec. 1773

on wine as Sec. X VIII
spirits as Sec. XX

tax payable by landholders of

1 year’s standing:

2/6 per 500 acres or less........ ..
6d. per 100 acres above 500........
No person’s tax to exceed 50/.
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SEC.

XXIV

KIND oF Duty RATES Act
1 January to 31 December 1774

Tonnage as Sec. IV

Impost on wheel carriages as Sec. XIV
spirits as Sec. X VIII
beer as Sec. XX
licence duty outside Halifax re-
duced to £2. per yr.. . ... ........ 1773 c. 6
[on cider and sugar having expired]

Excise on wine as Sec. XVIII
spirits as Sec. XX

Land as Sec. XXIII

XXV

1 January to 17 November 1775
Tonnage as Sec. IV

Impost on wheel carriages as Sec. XIV
beer as Sec. XX
licences as Sec. XXIV
10 d. per gal. of spirits......... 1774 c. 11 adds 5d.

Excise on wine as Sec. X VIII
spirits as Sec. XX
5d. per gal. of molasses............ 1774 ¢. 12
5/ per 112 lbs. of brown sugar...... “
Exemption from duties on W. Indies
molasses and brown sugar, if bought
with 2/3rds N. S. produce and im-
ported in N. S.-owned vessels.

Land as Sec. XXIII

XXVI

17 November 1775 to 17 November 1776
Tonnage as Sec. IV

Impost on wheel carriages as Sec. XIV
beer as Sec. XX
licences as Sec. XXIV
spirits as Sec. XXV

Excise on wine as Sec. XVIII
spirits as Sec. XX
molasses and brown sugar as
Sec. XXV

Land as Sec. XXIII

Personal capitation tax, ranging from 5/ to
£5, according to “means’’, payable
by every maleresidentof N.S.......1775¢. 7
Capitation tax lapsed 17 Nov. 1776
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SEc. KIND oF Duty

XXVII

Tonnage

Impost

Excise

Land

[Personal

RATES Acr
18 November 1776 to 28 June 1779

as Sec. IV

on wheel carriages as Sec. XIV
beer as Sec. XX

licences as Sec. XXIV

spirits as Sec. XXV

on wine as Sec. XVIII

spirits as Sec. XX

molasses and brown sugar as
Sec. XXV

as Sec. XXIII

tax having expired]

XXVIII

Tonnage

Impost

Excise

Land

Special

28 June| 1779 to 1 July 1780
1 July

duties altered (in force 1 July 1779):

8d. per ton of freeholders’ vessels.. . .1779 c. 12
adds 4d.

1/ per ton of other vessels......... 1779 c. 12
adds 6d.

6d. per ton for coasting vessels. .. ... 1779 c. 12

(instead of 20/ per yr.)

wheel carriages as Sec. XIV
beer as Sec. XX

licences as Sec. XXIV
spirits as Sec. XXV

molasses and brown sugar as
Sec. XXV

1/6 per gal. of spirits........... 1779 c. 16 adds 6d.

1/ per gal. of wine... ... .. .....

as Sec. XXIII plus new tax of 1d.

per £1. value of land, tenements and
hereditaments, effective 1 July... .. 1779 c. 11
new tax lapsed 1 July 1780.

on auctioneers’ licences for selling

goods, mdse., lands or tenements

(in force 28 June):
£l0peryr.............. .. ....... 1779 c. 15
2107 of hissales. ................. ¢
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SEC. KIND OF Duty RATES Act
1 July to 31 December 1780

XXIX Tonnage asSec. XXVIII. Additional duty by
1779 c. 12 lapsed 31 Dec.

Impost on wheel carriages as Sec. XIV
beer as Sec. XX
licences as Sec. XXIV
spirits as Sec. XXV

Excise molasses and brown sugar as Sec.
XXV
spirits and wine as Sec. XXVIII

Special as Sec. XXVIII. lapsed 31 Dec.

Land 2/6 on 500 acres (as Sec. XXIII)
lapsed 31 Dec.
[1d. per £1. tax having expired)

1 January 1781 to 4 July 1782

XXX Tonnage as Sec. IV [additional duties having
expired]

Impost on wheel carriages as Sec. XIV
beer as Sec. XX
licences as Sec. XXIV
spirits as Sec. XXV

Excise molasses and brown sugar as Sec.
XXV
spirits and wine as Sec. XXVIII
[Land tax having expired]
[Special tax having expired]

5 July 1782 to 31 December 1783

XXXI Tonnage asSec. IV

Impost on wheel carriages as Sec. XIV
beer as Sec. XX
licences as Sec. XXIV
spirits as Sec. XXV
219 ad valorem duty on all imports,
payable by non-residents.......... 1782 ¢c. 7
duty expired 31 Dec. 1783.
spirits and molasses for troops ex-
empted from duties. ... ........... 1782 c. 10

Excise on molasses and brown sugar as
Sec. XXV
on spirits and wine as Sec. XXVIII
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SEC.

XXXII

KinD oF Duty

Tonnage

Impost

Excise

RATES Act

1 January to 31 December 1784
as Sec. IV

on wheel carriages as Sec. XIV

beer as Sec. XX

licences as Sec. XXIV

spirits as Sec. XXV

wheel carriage duty lapsed 31 Dec.
[ad valorem impost having expired|

on molasses and brown sugar as
Sec. XXV
spirits and wine as Sec. XXVIII

XXXIII

Tonnage

Impost

Excise

1 January to 31 December 1785
as Sec. IV

Licences as Sec. XXIV
[wheel carriage duty having expired]

3d. per gal. of spirits.............. 1784 c. 8
1d. per gal. of molasses. ... ..... c.8.| removes 7d.
2/6 per cwt. of b. sugar........c.8. removes 2/6
1d. per 1b. of coffee .......... ... .. 1784 c. 8

2d. per lb. of chocolate. .. ......... “

1d. per lb. of tobacco............. %

3d. per gal. of wine. .. ............
[on beer having expired]

3d. per gal. of spirits.. ............ 1784 ¢c. 7
removes 1/3

5/ per hhd. of porter, ale and beer. . 1784 c. 7

6d. per doz. of bottled ale etc..

3d. per gal. of wine in bottles or casks 1784 c. 7 re-
moves 9d.

1d. per lb. of refined sugar......... 1784 c. 7

2d.perlb.oftea................. o

1/ per pack of playing cards. ... ...

Produce of Great Britain and Ireland

exempled.

This exemption was repealed by

1785 ¢c. 6
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SEC. KIND OF Duty RATES Act
1 January to 31 December 1786
XXXIV  Tonnage as Sec.IV

Impost licences as Sec. XXIV
coffee, chocolate, tobacco and wine
as Sec. X XXIII
6d. per gal. of spirits.. ... ... .. 1785 c. 3 adds 3d.
21d. per gal. of molasses. .. .....1785c. 3adds 1id.
7/6 per cwt. of brown sugar. .. .1785 c. 3 adds 5/
W. Indies goods bought with 2/3rds
Nova Scotia produce and imported
in provincially owned vessels were
exempt from these added duties.

Excise on spirits, beer, ale, wine, sugar, tea
and cards as Sec. XXXIII
Exemption of British and Irish goods
removed 1785 c. 6
1 January to 31 December 1787

XXXV Tonnage asSec.IV

Impost on licences as Sec. XXIV
on coffee, chocolate, tobacco, wine
as Sec. XXXIII
spirits, molasses, brown sugar as
Sec. XXXIV
Produce bought with spermaceti
exempt.......................... 1786 c. 3

Excise on beer, sugar, tea, playing cards as
Sec. XXXIII
6d. per gal. of spirits............ 1786 c. 4 adds 3d.
6d. “ “ “wine........... .. 1786 c. 4 adds 3d.
1 January 1788 to 31 March 1789

XXXVI Tonnage as Sec. IV for Port of Halifax

on vessels leaving Shelburne:
3d. per ton of burden of N. S.-owned
vessels
4d. per ton of burden of other
vessels. ... 1787 c. 3

Impost on licences as Sec. XXIV
coffee, chocolate, tobacco, wine as
Sec. XXXIII
spirits, molasses, brown sugar as
Sec. XXXIV
on coffee, chocolate and tobacco
repealed 31 March.

Excise on beer, sugar, tea and cards as

Sec. XXXIII
spirits and wine as Sec. XXXV
onteaand cards repealed, 31 March.1789 c. 15
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SEC.

XXXVII

KIND OF Duty

Tonnage

Impost

Excise

RATES AcCT
1 April 1789 to 31 March 1790
as Sec. XXXVI

on wine as Sec. XXXIII

spirits, molasses and brown sugar

as Sec. XXXIV

[on coffee, chocolate and tobacco

having expired]

new licence duties:

£6. per yr. for tavern licence.......1789 c. 13
£3. “ “ *“ shop licence........ ‘
109 ad valorem impost on all Ameri-

can imports except scantling, planks,

lumber etc., wheat, rye, Indian corn,

flour, live cattle and sheep.......... 1789 c. 14

on beer and sugar as Sec. XXXIII

spirits and wine as Sec. XXXV

2d. per lb. of gunpowder........... 1789 c. 15
[on tea and cards having expired]

XXXVIII

Tonnage

Impost

Excise

April 1 1790 to 1 July 1791
as Sec. XXXVI

on wine as Sec. XXXIII

molasses as Sec. XXXIV

ad valorem as Sec. XXXVII

new licence duties:

£4. per yr. for tavern or shop

licence in Halifax ............... 1790 c. 13

£2. 10. per yr. for such licence
elsewhere........ ... ... ... ..... 1790 c. 13
71d. per gal. of spirits.. ... ... 1790 c. 11 adds 1id.
10/ per cwt. of brown sugar.....1790 c. 11 adds 2/6
W. Indies goods were exempt from

these added duties besides those of

1786 c. 3 and under the same con-

ditions.

on spirits as Sec. XXXV
beer and gunpowder as Sec. XXXVII

9d.pergal.of wine............ 1790 c. 11 adds 3d.
1id. per Ib. of refinedsugar. . ... * “id.
2/6 per cwt. of brown sugar. .. ....1790 c. 11

1d. per Ib. of common tea....... ..
4d. per lb. of other tea....... .. ... o

m
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SEC. KIND OF Duty

XXXIX  Tonnage
Impost

Excise

Personal

RATES AcCT
1 July 1791 to 30 June 1792

as Sec. XXXVI

on wine as Sec. XXXIII, molasses
as Sec. XXXIV

American imports as Sec. XXXVII
spirits, licences and brown sugar as
Sec. XXXVIII

on beer as Sec. XXXIII, spirits as

Sec. XXXV

gunpowder as Sec. XXXVII

wine, sugarand tea as Sec. XXX VIII
capitation tax, ranging from 1/ to

10/, depending on the individual’s
occupation, payable by male in-
habitants........................ 1791 c. 12

XL Tonnage
Impost

Excise

Personal

1 July 1792 to 1 April 1793

as Sec. XXXVI

on wine as Sec. XXXIII, molasses
as Sec. XXXIV
American imports as Sec. XXXVII
licences, spirits and brown sugar as
Sec. XXXVIII

on beer as Sec. XXXIII, gunpowder

as Sec. XXXVII

wine, sugar, tea as Sec. XXXVIII

9d. per gal. of spirits........... 1792 c. 11 adds 3d.
2107 ad valorem excise duty on

goods imported by residents and

sold or consumedin N.S.. ... ...... 1792 c. 13
59, ad valorem excise duty on goods

imported by non-residents except

produce of Great Britain.. .. ... ... 1792 c. 13
American imports, commissary’s im-

ports, settlers’ eflects and certain
provisions (flour, grain, salt, salt beef

and pork, butter, lard, coal, pitch,

fish, fish-oil, furs, lumber and co-

coa) EXEMPT.

capitation tax as Sec. XX XIX

XLI  Tonnage

1 April to 30 June 1793

Halifax rates as Sec. IV

Shelburne rates as Sec. XXXVI

(1) Nova Scotian vessels not wholly

fishing craft, that do not enter

Halifax or Shelburne Harbours with-

in one year from I1st April, pay

4d. per ton of their burden per yr.. .1793 c. 16
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SEC. KinD oF Duty RATES Act
(2) other vessels coming into any
harbour not north-east of Canso pay
4d. per ton of their burden on
leaving.......................... 1793 c. 16

Impost on wine as Sec. XX XIII, molasses as
Sec. XXXIV
American imports as Sec. XXXVII
licences, spirits and b. sugar as Sec.
XXXVIII
Excise on beer as Sec. XXXIII, gun-
powder as Sec. XXXVII
wine, sugar, tea as Sec. XXXVIII
spirits and ad valorem as Sec. XL
Personal capitation tax as Sec. XXXIX
1 July 1793 to 1 July 1794

XLIT Tonnage Rates for Port of Halifax as Sec. IV
for Port of Shelburne as Sec. XXXVI
for other ports as Sec. XLI

Impost licences as Sec. XXXVIII
American imports as Sec. XXXVII
Combined Henceforth no exemptions were al-
Impost lowed on goods of Great Britain.
& Excise  1/3 per gal. of spirits..............1793 caps. 1,13
1/3 per gal. of wine.. .. ... . ... .. .
6/ per cwt. of brown sugar. . . .....
2d. per gal. of molasses. .. .. ....... 1793 ¢c. 13
2d. “1lb.of coffee............... “
1id. “ “ of refined sugar......... “
2d. ““ ‘*‘of gunpowder......... .. *
1d. “ “of Boheatea........ ... .
4d. “ “of othertea........ .... .
7/6 per hhd. of beer or porter. . .... -
6d. per doz. bottles of beer etc.... .. “
Drawback of £ths on exportation
or sale to the Navy. Remission of
the following duties on W. Indies
goods, if one-third shall have been
bought with N. S. produce, carried
by provincially owned vessels, or if
the produce of N. S. be exported in
the same foreign bottom within six
months:
3d. per gal of spirits. . ............ 1793 c. 13
1d. per gal. of molasses............ .
2/6 per cwt. of brown sugar..... ... A
1d. per lb. of coffee. .. ... . ..... ...
Personal capitation tax (1791 c. 12) amended.
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SEC. KinD oF Duty RATES Act
1 July 1794 to 1 July 1796
XLIII Tonnage rates for Port of Halifax as Sec. IV
for Port of Shelburne as Sec. XXXVI{ 11a7%s§d 1 July,
for other ports as Sec. XLI
Impost on licences and American imports as
Sec. XXXVII
Excise ad valorem duty as Sec. XL
Combined on imported spirits, sugar, molasses,
Impost coffee, tea, gunpowder and beer as
& Excise  Sec. XLII
1/ per gal. of spirits distilled in
province. ................... 1794 c. 7 removes 3d.
1/3 per gal. of wine.......... 1794 c. 7 removes 3 d.
1794 c. 15 adds 3 d.
Personal capitation tax (1791 c. 12 and 1793
c. 2) amended.
1 July 1796 to 1 September 1796
XLIV  [Tonnage duties having lapsed 1 July 1796-
10 July 1797
Impost on licences and American imports as
Sec. XXXVII
Excise ad valorem duty as Sec. XL
Combined on imported spirits, sugar, molasses
Impost etc. as Sec. XLII
& Excise wine and N. S.-distilled spirits as
Sec. XLIII
Personal as Sec. XLIII
capitation tax repealed 1 Sept.,. . . .. 1796 c. 1
1 September 1796 to 10 July 1797
XLV  Impost on licences and American imports as
Sec. XXXVII
Excise ad valorem duty as Sec. XL

Combined on imported spirits, sugar, molasses

Impost etc. as Sec. XLII

& Excise wine and N. S.-distilled spirits, as
Sec. XLIII

[Personal capitation tax having expired]
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SEC. KIND oF Duty RATES Act
10 July 1797 to 5 July 1799
XLVI Tonnage dutiesrevived 10 July 1797:....... 1797 ¢c. 9

(1) for Port of Halifax (as Sec. IV)
4d. per ton of burden of N.S. vessels| 20/ per yr.
6d. per ton of burden of other vessels( coasting vessels

(2) for Port of Shelburne (as Sec.
XXXVI):
3d. per ton of burden of N.S. vessels
4d. per ton of burden of other vessels

(3) N. S. vessels entering other ports and
not entering Halifax or Shelburne
for a year:
4d. per ton of their burden per year.

(4) foreign vessels entering any har-
bour not north-east of Canso:
4d. per ton of their burden per trip

Impost on licences and American imports as
Sec. XXXVII
Excise ad valorem duty as Sec. XL

Combined on imported spirits, sugar, molasses

Impost etc. as Sec. XLII

& Excise  wine and N. S.-distilled spirits, as
Sec. XLIII

5 July 1799 to 1 July 1800
XLVII Tonnage as Sec. XLVI

Impost ad valorem as Sec. XXXVII
new licence duties:
£6. per yr. for licence to sell spirits,
wines etc. in Halifax peninsula. . . .. 1799 c. 13
£3 per yr. for licence elsewhere.
Free licences for inns on remote roads.

Excise ad valorem as Sec. XL

Combined on imported spirits, sugar, molasses
Impost etc. as Sec. XLII
& Excise  wine and N. S. spirits as Sec. XLIII
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SEC.

XLVIII

KiIND oF Duty
Tonnage
Impost

Excise

Combined
Impost
& Excise

RATES Act
1 July 1800 to 31 July 1802

as Sec. XLVI

ad valorem as Sec. XXXVII
licences as Sec. XLVII

specific items which the ad valorem
excise act (1792 c. 13) is now amend-
ed to include:

porter, loaf sugar and gunpowder.. .1800 c. 8
new exemptions to this Act:

iron, anchors, sailcloth and twine. . .

[

on b. sugar, molasses, coffee, refined

sugar and beer as Sec. XLII

on porter and gunpowder removed

8d. per gal. of spirits distilled in prov. 1800 c. 8
11d. per gal. of other spirits...... ..
11d. per gal. of wine..............
drawbacks and remissions as pro-
vided in 1793 c. 13

“”

XLIX

Tonnage

Impost

Excise

Combined
Impost
& Excise

1 August 1802 to 16 July 1803
as Sec. XLVI

ad valorem as Sec. XXXVII
licences as Sec. XLVII

ad valorem as Sec. XLVIII
on b. sugar, molasses etc. as Sec.
XLII

spirits and wine as Sec. XLVIII

except wine from the Azores and W.

Indies which pays 3d. per gal....... 1802 ¢c. 17
if bought with 1/3rd N. S. produce:
2d.pergal. ... ... ... ... .. .. .. .... 1802 c. 17
non-residents lose benefit of ex-

emptions of 1793 ¢c. 13.... ... .. ... 1802 c. 17

16 July 1803 to 31 December 1807

L Tonnage (1) for Ports of Halifax, Shelburne,

Annapolis:
4d. per ton of burden of N.S. vessels. 1803 c.4
6d (43 (43 43 (43 Other 43

(13

20/ per yr. for coasting vessels
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SECc. KIND oF DuTty

RATES Act

(2) N. S. vessels entering other ports and

not entering these ports for a year:
4d. per ton of their burden per year.1803 c. 4

(3) other vessels entering any harbour

Impost

Excise

Combined
Impost
& Excise

not north-east of Canso:
4d. per ton of their burden per trip..1803 c. 4

ad valorem as Sec. XXX VIII
licences as Sec. XLVII

ad valorem as Sec. XLVIII

b. sugar, molasses, coffee, beer as
Sec. XLII

spirits and wine as Sec. XLVII
Azores and W. Indies wine as Sec.
XLIX

LI Tonnage

Impost

Excise

Combined
Impost
& Excise

1 January 1808 to 1 June 1808
as Sec. L

ad valorem as Sec. XXXVIII
licences as Sec. XLVII

Re ad valorem duties (1792 c. 13 &

1800 c. 8):

Exemption of settlers’ effects, salt

beef and pork, lard, butter, cocoa
repealédn inrm. cEmim iR .. AEw R 1807 c. 4.
Exemption of American imports,

flour, grain, lumber, wine, spirits,
molasses, coffee, b. sugar, salt, coal,

pitch, tar, turpentine, fish, fish-oil,

fur, skins, iron, hemp, anchors, sail-

cloth, cordage, provisions for Army

and Navy confirmed.

New exemptions:

meal, grapnals, fish-hooks and twine-
lines.......... ... ... ... .. ..... 1807 c. 4

6d. per gal. of spirits distilled in N.S.

1807 c. 2 removes 2d.
11d. per gal. of spirits imported . ...1807c.2
3d. per gal. of Azores wines. . ... ... &

8d. per gal. of other wines. . ... 1807 c. 2 removes 3d.
2d. per gal. of molasses............ 1807 c. 2

2d. rer Ib. of coffee.. ... ... ...... “

6/ per cwt. of brown sugar......... “

Remissions as in 1793 c. 2
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SEC. KIND oF Durty RATES Act
1 June 1808 to 10 March 1809
LII Tonnage as Sec.L
Impost ad valorem as Sec. XXXVIII
licences as Sec. XLVII
6d. per gal. of wine. . ........... .. 1808 c. 3
Excise ad valorem as Sec. LI
Combined on spirits, wine, molasses etc. as
Impost Sec. LI
& Excise
10 March 1809 to 15 March 1811
LIII Tonnage asSec.L
Impost licences as Sec. XLVII
additional duty on wine as Sec LII
further exemptions to ad valorem
mmpost (1789 c. 14) on American
imports: bread, biscuit, grain, seeds,
meal, pitch, tar, turpentine, rosin
andhemp....................... 1808 (2) c. 2
this duty lapsed 15 March, 1811.
wths of additional duty on wine
drawn back on exportation.
Excise ad valorem as Sec. L1
4d. per gal. of spirits.............. 1808 (2)c.1
Combined on spirits, wine, molasses etc. as
Impost Sec. LI
& Excise
15 March 1811 to 25 August 1812
LIV Tonnage as Sec. L
Impost licences as Sec. XLVII
additional duty as Sec. LII
[ad valorem impost on American
imports having expired|
Excise ad valorem as Sec. LI
on spirits as Sec. LIII
Combined on spirits, wine, molasses etc. as
Impost Sec. LI

& Excise
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SEC.

LV

KiIND oF Duty

Tonnage

Impost

Excise

Combined
Impost
& Excise

RATES Act
25 August 1812 to 15 March 1813
as Sec. L

on licences as Sec. XLVII
additional duty as Sec. LII

ad valorem as Sec. L1
on spirits as Sec. LIII

on molasses, coffee and b. sugar as

Sec. LI

10d. per gal. of rum distilled in N.S.. .1812 (2) c. 2
adds 4d.

1/ per gal. of other spirits distilled in

INE S S T e P e 1812 (2) c. 2 adds 6d.

1/3 per gal. of rum 1mported 1812 (2) c. 2. adds 4d.

1/5 per gal. of other spirits im-

ported. ... ... ... .......... & adds 6d.

9d. per gal. of Azores wine. .. . oo

1/2 per gal. of other wine. . ...

Remissions as 1793 ¢. 2and 1802 c. 17

i 6 i

16-17 March 1813

All revenue laws except tonnage and licence duties lapsed.

LVI

Tonnage

Impost

Excise

Combined
Impost
& Excise

17 March 1813 to 5 April 1813
as Sec. L

licence duty as Sec. XLVII

additional duty on wine as Sec. LIII

10¢; ad valorem of American imports 1813 c. 5
wheat, rice, rye, Indian corn, barley,

flour, grain, pease, beans, seeds,

meal, pitch, tar, turpentine, rosin,

hemp, and prize goods EXEMPT.

ad valorem as Sec. LI
on spirits as Sec. LIII

on molasses, coffee and b. sugar as
Sec. LI
rum, spirits and wine as Sec. LV
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SEC.

LVII

KIND oF Durty

Tonnage

Impost

Excise

Combined
Impost
& Excise

RATES Act

5 April 1813 to 18 March 1815
as Sec. L

on licences as Sec. XLVII
additional duty on wine as Sec. LIII
ad valorem on American imports as
Sec. LVI

ad valorem as Sec. LI

on spirits as Sec. LIII

addition 4d. on spirits expired 18
March.

on molasses, coffee and b. sugar as
Sec. LI

1/5 per gal. of N.S. distilled rum. . 1813 c. 4 adds 7d.
1/91 ¥ e e “ gpirits. . = “7d.
1/7 “ “ “imported rum 4d.
1/11 “ “ ‘“ gpirits. . . 6d.
1/3 “ “ “ Azores wine....... 6d.
1/8 “ “ “other wine........ 6d.
Remissions as 1793 ¢. 2and 1802 c. 17

‘i “«

1] ““

LVIII

Tonnage

Impost

Excise

Combined
Impost
& Excise

19 March to 21 March 1815
as Sec. L

licences as Sec. XLVII

[additional duty on wine and ad
valorem on American imports hav-
ing expired]

ad valorem excise as Sec. LI
[additional excise on spirits having
expired]

} having expired
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SEC.

LIX

LX

KIND OF Duty RATES

21 March to 27 March 1815
Tonnage as Sec. L
Impost licences as Sec. XLVII
Escise ad valorem as Sec. LI

Combined 1/3 per gal. of champagne, Madeira,
Impost port, claret Lisbon and sherry wines.
& Escise  9d. per gal. of other wines. . ... .. ..
1/6 per gal. of brandy and gin. . . ...
1/3 “ “ *“rum and other spirits.
1/1 ner gal. of N. S. distilled spirits. .
2d. per gal. of molasses. . .
2d. per lb. of coffee .
6/ per cwt. of b. sugar ..... .
Drawback of 5/6ths on exportatlon
within 1 yr.
Remission of the following duties
on West Indies goods, if one-third
shall have been bought with N.S.
produce, carried in provincially-
owned ships:
3d. per gal. of brandy, gin, rum etc..
1d. per gal. of molasses
2/6 per cwt. of brown sugar
1d. per 1b. of coffee.

27 MNarch 1815 to 18 March 1816
Tonnage as Sec. L

Impost licences as Sec. XLVII

6d. per gal. of wine. ... ... . ..... .
109, ad valorem on American im-
) g -
wheat, rice, rve, Indian corn, flour,
seeds, meal, pitch, tar, turpentine,
rosin, white oak staves and heading,
and prize goods EXEMPT

Excise ad valorem as Sec. LI

Combined
Impost
& Excise  as Sec. LIX

Act

1815¢c. 2

g

1815 ¢c. 2

1815 c. 10
1815 c. 18
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APPENDIX

Text of 1758, Chapter 1.

The Eighteenth day of October in the 32nd Year of his Majesty’s Reign.
Province of Nova Scotia.

An Act for Confirming the Proceedings on
the Several Resolutions or Acts of the
Governours and Council of this Province
Relating to the Duties of Impost on Rum
and other Distilled Liquors; and Enabling
the late Collector or Receiver to Recover
the Moneys unpaid for any Bonds or Notes
Remaining in his hands.

Also an Act for Establishing and Regulating Several Duties
of Impost on Wines, Beer, Rum and other Distilled Spirituous
Liquors for the future.

Whereas it has been thought Necessary by His Majesty’s Governours and
Council of this Province before the calling a General Assembly, to lay a Duty
of threepence a Gallon upon all Rum and other Distilled Spirituous Liquors
Imported into this Province, excepting the Product and Manufacture of
Great Brittain, or of His Majesty’s West India Plantations, Imported Directly
from thence: which Impost Duty Enabled them to Grant Bounties and Pre-
miums, from time to time, for clearing and Fencing of Lands, Catching and
Curing Codfish, and other Necessary encouragements to Labour and Industry.
And Whereas it is thought expedient, for the further Encouragement of Labour
and Industry within this Province, to grant Bounties and Premiums on the
Clearing and Fencing of Lands, Raising Hemp, Flax, Grain, Roots &c. and
catching and curing Codfish: And as large Sums of Money will Necessarily
be wanting for Payment of the above-mentioned Bounties and Premiums,
We Do hereby Grant unto His Most Excellent Majesty, for the Uses aforesaid,
the Several Rates, Duties and Imposts hereinafter Mentioned.

Be it Therefore Enacted by his Excellency the Governour Council and
Assembly, and by the Authority of the same it is hereby Enacted and Declared,
that all the proceedings Heretofore by Virtue of said Resolutions or Acts, or
any part thereof are hereby Ratified and Confirmed.

And be it Enacted by the Authority aforesaid that all and every Person or
Persons Whatsoever who are Indebted by Bonds or Notes now in the hands of
the late Collector or Receiver of the aforesaid Impost Duties do forthwith
Pay or cause to be paid Agreable to the Tenor of such Bonds or Notes as
aforesaid all such Moneys as therein shall Appear to be due or may become due
from them Respectively before the Publication of this Act which Bonds are
hereby Declared to be Good and Valid and are made Recoverable in any of
His Majesty’s Courts of Record either to His Majesty or any other Person to
whom they were made payable, for the Use and benefit of this His Majesty’s
Government,
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Be it therefore Enacted by the Authority aforesaid that from and after the
Publication of this Act there shall be paid by the Importers of all Wines Beer,
Kum, and other Distilled Spirituous Liquors that shall be Imported into this
Province from the place of its Growth, or any other place (Except the Product
and Manufacture of Great Brittain the Several Rates and Duties of Impost
as follows:

For every Pipe of Wine of the Western Islands . . . ... ... £1.00.

For every Pipeof Canary.............. ... T £1.10.0.
For every Pipe of Madeira.. . . ... £2.0.0.

For every Hogshead of other sorts of Wine

not mentioned. . .. ... .. ... ... .. ... .. e £0.15.0.
For every Barrel of Beer. . . £0.2.6.

and so in proportion for a greater or Lesser quantity.
For every Gallon of Rum or other distilled
Spirituous Liquors. . ......... .. .. ... 3l

Be it Therefore Enacted by the Authority aforesaid that all the Rates Duties
and Imposts beforementioned shall be paid in Current Money of this Province
by the Importer of any Wines, Beer, Rum, or other Distilled Spirituous Liquors
unto the Collector or Receiver for the time being, for Entring & Receiving
the same at or before the Landing, Provided the sum do not Exceed Forty
Shillings, but if more the Collector or Reciever is hereby authorized on Sufficient
Security being Given to give Credit for payment thereof within the Term of
Three months.

And be it Enacted by the authority aforesaid that all masters of Ships &
other Vessels coming into any Harbour or Port within this Province, Having
on Board any Wines, Beer, Rum, or other Distilled Spirituous Liquors, Shall
before breaking Bulk, and within Twenty four hours after His or their arrival,
make Report in writing and upon oath to the Collector or Receiver for the time
being of the Imposts of the quantity of Wines, Beer, Rum and other Distilled
Spirituous Liquors on Board the said Ship or Vessel, to the best of His or their
Knowledge, Specifying the kinds of Casks in which the same is Contained,
together with the marks and Numbers thereof, which oath the Collector or
Keceiver for the time being is hereby Impowered to Administer, and all masters
of Vessels refusing or neglecting to Yield strict Obedience Hereunto shall
forfeit and pay the sum of Fifty pounds.

Be it further Enacted by the authority aforesaid. That all Merchants Factors
& other Persons Importers being owners or having any Wines, Beer, Rum or
other Distilled Spirituous liquors consigned to them that by this Act are liable
to Imposts, shall by themselves or order make report thereof in writing under
their hands and upon Oath of the quantity of all such liquors as aforesaid,
specifving the kinds of Casks in which the same is contained with the marks
and numbers thereof, which Oath the said Collector or Receiver of Imposts
for the time being is hereby Impowered to Administer, and they shall pay or
secure to be Paid the duty, or Imposts by this Act required as is herein before
Lirected, and all Wines, Beer, Rum or other Distilled spirituous liquors which
may be landed Contrary to the Intent & meaning of this Act shall be forfited.

Be it further Enacted by the Authority aforesaid that no Wines Beer Rum or
other Distilled Spirituous liquors that by this Act are liable to pay Imposts or
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duty shall be landed on any wharfe or put into any warehouse or other Place
but in the daytime only and that after sun Eise and before sun Sett unless in
the Presince of and with the Consent of the Collector or Receiver of Imposts
for the time being on Pain of forfiting all such liquors as aforesaid, and the
lighter, Boat or Vessell out of which the same shall be landed, or Put into any
Warehouse or other Place.

And be it further Enacted by the Authority aforesd. that every Merchant
or other Person Importing any wines or Beer into this Province shall be alowed
10 p Cent for leakage, Provided such wines or Beer have not been fill’d up on
Board, and no Master of any Ship or Vessell shall suffer any Wines or Beer to be
fill'd up on board without giveing a Certificate thereof to the Collector or
Receiver of Imposts on Pain of forf:ting ten Pounds and if it be made to Appear
that any wines or Beer Imported in any Ship or Vessell be Decayed at the
time of landing thereof or in twentv days afterwards Oath being made before
the Collector or receiver of Imposts, that the same have not been landed above
that time, the duty or Impost Paid for such wine or Beer shall be repaid unto
the Importer thereof and that all Rum or other Spirituous Liquors Imported
into this Province shall be Alowed three pr. Cent after the same is Gaug'd
for Leakage, for the Benefit of the Importer.

And be it further enacted by the authority Aforesaid that the Master
of any Ship or Vessell Importing any Wines, Beer, Rum or other Distill’d
Spirituous Liquors as aforesaid, Shall be liable to pay the Impost for such
and so much thereof as contain’d in his Report as shall not be duely Enterd
nor the dutv Paid for the same by the Person or Persons to Whome such
Wines or other liquors are or Shall be Consign’d, And it shall and may be
lawful to and for the Master of any ship or Vessell to detain in his hands or
deliver to the Collector or receiver of Impost for the Security of Such duty
all such wines or other liquors as are not Enterd, which said Collector or Re-
ceiver of Impost is hereby Impowered and Directed to receive and keep the
same at the Owners Risque until the Imposts thereof with the Charges be
paid.

And be it further Enacted by the Authority Affores’d that the Ship or Vessell
with her Tackle Apparel and furniture, the Master of which shall make De-
fault in anything by this Act rejuir’d to be bv him Perform’d, Shall be liable
to answer and make good the sum or Sums forfited by such master according
to this Act for any such default, as also to make good the duty or Impost for
any wines or other liquors not Enterd or Impost not Paid as aforesaid and the
Collector or Receiver of Impost for the time being is hereby Impower’d to make
Seizure of such Ship or Vessell and detain the same under Seizure until Judg-
ment be given in any sute to be Commenced and prosecuted for any of the
aforesaid forfitures or Imposts to the Intent that if Judgment be Rendered
for the Prosecutor or Informer such Ship or Vessell and Appurtenances or
any part thereof may be Expos’d to sail for satisfaction thereof.

And be it further Enacted by the Authority Aforesaid that the Naval
Officer within any of the Ports of this Province shall not Clear or give Passes
to any Master of any Ship or Vessell outward bound until he shall be certify’d
by the Collector or Receiver of the Imposts that the duties for the Wines or
other liquors aforesaid last Imported in such Ship or Vessell are paid or secured
to be paid.
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And be 1t further Enacted by the Authority Aforesaid that all the Penalties
and forfitures Accruing or Ariseing by this Act, shall be one half to his Majesty
for the Uses and intents for which the Aforesaid dutys or Imposts are Granted
and the other half to him or them that shall Seize, Inform & Sue for the Same
which Shall be Recoverable by Action, bill, plaint or information in any of
His Majesty’s Courts of Record the whole Charge of Prosecution to be taken
out of the half belonging to the Informer This Act to Continue & Be in force
for the Term of two Years from the Publication hereof

A First time
Read Second Pass’d the House
and
Third

Sent up for Concurrence
R. SANDERSON, Speaker
Read in Council a first, second and third Time, and agreed to
By Order of His Majesty’s Council

Jno Duport Sec: Conc:

Assented to

Chas. Lawrence
Halifax Cctor. 19 1758

This act was publise’d by
Beat of Drum this Day

Richd. Gibbons





