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INTRODUCTION

The following Journal and Letters of Colonel Charles Lawrence,
Superintendent of the settlement of Foreign Protestants at Lunenburg in the
summer of 1753. have been transcribed from a photostatic copy of the Brown
manuscripts in the British Museum and are being published on the eve
of the bhicentennial celebration of that settlement, as the fullest and in fact
the only first-hand account of that undertaking in existence—an account which
was not available to Akins, Murdoch. or DesBrisay, or anyone who hitherto
has written on the subject.

The Journals and Letters are not originals but are copies of the
originals, which are no longer extant, made by Rev. Dr. Andrew Brown,
Pastor of St. Matthew’s Church. Halifax. 1787-95, and later Professor of rhetoric
and belles lettres at the University of Edinburgh.  While in Halifax, Dr.
Brown became much interested in the vicissitudes of his adopted province
and collected all available documents with a view to writing its history.
Although he failed to complete his task, he left behind him a mass of material
in note form, much of which ultimately found its way into the British Museum
and, thercfore, has heen saved from oblivion.

From a close study of the photostatic copy and a comparison of
it with other letters of Lawrence, I have concluded that Dr. Brown copied
the journal and most of the letters verbatim but not litteratim; that he
sometimes inserted alternative words or phrases in the text or hetween the
lines of both Journal and Letters, without altering the meaning; that not
infrequently he paused to summarize a letter in whole or in part and to
offer reflections or comments upon them; but that on the whole he has
not left the reader in doubt as to what were the words of Lawrence and
what his own. For all practical purposes, therefore, these copies are as good
as the originals, once the reader has mastered Dr. Brown'’s system of
“short-hand” or abbreviation.

But there’s the rub: for he seldom wrote a long word out in full
if he could avoid it; and he used every possible combination of abbreviations
with the letters “y” and “w”. For example, y¢ for the, y* for this, y* for that,
y" for their and vour. yv'{* for therefore: wt for with and for what, w' for
without, and so on. Consequently the typewritten transcription of the photo-
static copy and the manuscript looks like a series of hieroglyphs, as may he
seen from the sample which follows:

at yo pub¢. expt. I shall man® w'. y". utmost thrift & Oconomy. It sh. he

considered y'. ¥ allow'. of provis"> he not less now yU. it used to be in Halifax,
they

where ve settlers made <hift to live upon it. vet it ix very difficult for y™. to

subsist here when they have not y“. opportunity of carn®. someth® by y'".
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labt. wh. they did y™. The Forts, as they are more immediately for secur?.
y°. troops y". y¢ line of picketts. is, must, I sh%. think, be pd. for; nor will it
be possible to get y™. done otherwise. I have left y™. to he done last, but
when once we begin to pay in money we shi. get noth®. done wtt. afterwts
Wt convinces me yt. we shall do every th¥. at an easy rate, is y'. nobody here
can pay but y¢ public. And as it is impossible for y. people, at present, to
subsist totally on y™ allow‘., lah"™ must be reason”*+ & ye lays .out of a little
moncy will furnish us w'. a good opportunity of reward®.. & punish®. properly
such as respectively deserve it.

The Deserters & y°. single men, by w'. I can underst’., are at much
pains to creatc uneasiness am# y°. people. The first, I bel'., are moved to
it by a pravity of disposit”. y® Secd. fm. y¢ greater difficulty y*. find of leav®.
on y'. allow‘. y". y*¢ families arc reduced to, w. have many small Children,

for whm, y¥. rec'. as for y™s¢v¢s. To discover such of yst, Malcontents as are

4. wish to make examples is I find im-

most mischievous, & of whom one w
practicable; For y°. people whose husiness—duty—it is to inform me in y*°,
matters are either unable or afr?. to do it. I w% not wish to speak y5 by way

of Comp'. ast. y"., their conduct on y¢ whole being much to my satisfact".

As 1 have not rec'. y°. spike nails I desired for y¢ line of pickett®. 1
was obliged to make use of yo deck nails y'. were last sent for y¢ storehouse,
wh. were in w' 160 M- & wl. will not be sufft. for a 4" pt. of y¢ pickets,
Exclusive of y¢ Forts. 1 am y" " to beg y". if y¢ spike nails are not now on
y'. way, y¥ may be dispatched as soon as possible, as also 60 w'. of Deck nails
for v¢. storehouse floors &c. In lieu of y™. I have employed in y¢ picketts.
Should barracks be built for y¢ troops we shall of course want nails of
differ'. Sorts.

Realizing with what difficulty an accurate transeription had been
made, I concluded that, apart from the difficulty and cost of printing and proof-
reading it in that form, much of our time and energy would have heen wasted
because the general reader, for whom the information was intended, would [ind
it very difficult to decipher, and few would have the patience to continue to
the end. For that reason I decided to have the manuscript retyped in full
without hicroglyph or abbreviation, carefully distinguishing Dr. Brown’s com-
ments from those of Colonel Lawrence and placing the former, when not
indicated by dashes or quotation marks, within square brackets; and I feel
sure that the grateful reader will now bhe able to get the fullest benefit from
this documentary material with much less pain, because of the painstaking
care with which Miss Blakeley and Miss McFatridge first deciphered and tran-
scribed it in abbreviated form and then retyped it without abbreviation, and
of the valuable assistance which Dr. Winthrop Bell. who is making a special
study of the period, gave me in the final checking of the expanded transeription.
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I

Generally speaking these documents are self-explanatory so far as
the actual details of the execution of the project are concerned and the pro-
blems that had to be solved by hoth the officers in charge of the settlers and the
settlers themselves; but they say nothing about the origin of the project it-
self, which was a by-product of the founding of Halifax in an effort of the
British government to take effective possession of Nova Scotia in competition
with the French of Louishourg and Quebec for the trade and allegiance of
the Acadians. It had heen the original intention of Lord Halifax not only
to plant settlers at Chebucto, Whitehead and La Have but also to intersperse
some of them amongst the Acadians at Minas and Bay Verte. It was with the
latter purpose in view that Mr. John Dick was employved to divert to Nova Scotia
some of the flow of Germans. French and Swiss, which hitherto had been
directed to the older American colonies. Although Dick had bheen successful
in obtaining over 2000 of these Foreign Protestants hetween 1750 and 17352,
Governor Cornwallis had not heen able to carry out the original intention
of the Lords of Trade, owing to the threatening activities of the French and their
Indian allies at Chignecto or to settle them elsewhere owing to the lack of pro-
visions. tools and a sufficient quantity of land nearby to meet the promises
of Dick. It therefore became one of the first and most pressing problems with
which Governor Hopzon had to deal on his assumption of office in August, 1752.

From the minutes of Council and his correspondence with the Lords of
Trade it is clear that Hopson's sympathies were with the settlers, that he did
cverything in his power to find a safe and suitable place to send them, and that
he induced the Lords of Trade to supply them with provisions for a longer
period than had bheen promised but failed to get their permission to release
those who had been unable to prepay their passages from their agreement
to work off their debt by labor for the government in Nova Scotia. Had Hop-
son’s recommendation heen adopted at this time, it would have heen better for
all concerned. Both he and Lawrence would have heen spared a great deal of
trouble. The settlers would have been less discontented and the Board of Trade
would not have heen out of pocket more than they were in the end.

It ix almost impossible in these davs of rapid communication to realize
how difficult it was for Hopson to get prompt approval or disapproval of his
proposals when several weeks. even months, elapsed hetween the dates of dis-
patching a letter and receiving a reply. For example. his letter of October 106,
1752, was replied to in part on December 22nd hut the reply did not reach

1 1 ply
him until April 6. 1753. Another letter of April 14. 1753, was not replied to until
1 1 1
July 9th and this reply was not received until August 30th. In the meantime
important steps had heen taken bevond  recall and explanations given long
afterwards.
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In his letter of October 16, 1752, Hopson informed the Lords of Trade
that he was considering sending the foreign Protestants to Musquodoboit or
Merleguish, and he sent a report of Surveyor General Morris on the former
bhut had no plan of the latter to send. In a letter dated March 28, 1753, they
approve of Musquodoboit hut in the meantime, hefore this letter reached him,
Hopson had decided in favour of Merleguish because it had a better harbour:
and on May 26th, he wrote, “I propose to send out the Foreigners in three days;
they go to Merleguish, a harhour about 16 leagues to the westward from this
place, where there has heen formerly a French settlement, by which means there
is between 3 and 4 hundred acres of cleared land which is to be equally divided

amongst the settlers who consist of upwards of 1600 persons.”

In his letter of October 16, 1752, he also urges the Board of Trade to
send out provisions from England carly in spring so that he can get the settlers
on their land in good time for planting. On December 6th he reported that
as some of the provisions sent from Boston were bad and “as there are numbers
of Germans that came the year before last, every day at my door and many
of them almost starving” he had been compelled to buy up all the provisions
he could in Halifax. He begged the Board to send the provisions he asked
for in his last letter as carly as possible. Otherwise he couldn’t send the settlers
out for another year. Again, though the reply to this request was favorable
it was not written until March 28, 1753, and did not reach him until some time
after he had sent orders to Boston for transport vessels to carry the scttlers
from Halifax to Merleguish, and made arrangements for some necessary supplies
from the same source. On April 14th, he wrote to the Lords of Trade, “I was
under the greatest necessity of taking this step as the Foreigners grew extremely
uncasy and went over to the French so fast that T had great reason to fear in
a short time there would be few or none remaining and that the great expense
of transporting them and maintaining them here ever since would he lost.”

e concluded by imploring them to send provisions forthwith.

Such in brief were the pressures and restrictions under which Governor
Hopson decided to place the Foreign Protestants at Merleguish which was re-
named, in Council on May 10, the “Township of Lunenburg.” On May 28th
he appointed Colonel Charles Lawrence to command and direct the settlement

under the following instructions, which left everything possihle to his diseretion.



JOURNAL AND LETTERS OF COLONEL CHARLES LAWRENCE \%

Peregrine Thomas Hopson Esqr. Captain General Governor
in chief and Vice Admiral in & over his Majestys province
of Nova Scotia or Acadie and Colonel of one of his Majestys
Regiments of Toot.

To Colonel Charles Lawrence

You arc hereby authorized and impowered to take upon you the
Command and Direction of the Forces and Settlers to he embarked in order
to settle a Township by the name of LUNENBURG lying on the Harbour
of Merlegash in this Province, and at Your Arrival there, to make such Dis.
position for the Sccurity and Speedy Establishment of the said Township as
vou shall see most convenient. You are to direct Mr. John Steinfort (whom
I have appointed for that purpose) to muster the Settlers every twenty eight
Days, in the manner and form as contained in his instructions he delivering
You his Muster Lists which Lists You will order the Storekeeper to Victual
from for twenty eight days in advance or oftener if you find it necessary.
Those persons and their Familys only to be Victualled who are sent there by
Order and are actually and necessarily Employd there on his Majestys Service.

You will endeavour to supply the Storekeeper with Such Labourers
as shall be wanted in the Stores, out of the Foreign Settlers that are indebted
to the Government for their Passages, that all possible saving may be made.
a particular account to he kept, of such as arc so employed, by the Storekeeper.

You will give Orders in Writing to the Storekeeper for the delivery of
Such dry stores as will he wanted, the Storekeeper keeping an Account of the
Persons they are delivered to.

The Town being allready laid out Yeu will as soon as You see convenient
order the Adjacent cleared Land to be laid out in equal Portions to suit the
Number of Familys and that it he distributed to the Said familys by Lot in the
same manner as the Town was Distributed.

You must reserve the Beach for the Kings Use in the manner allrcady

resolved on.

When the Settlers hegin to put up their houses You will distribute to
cach Famliy such a quantity of necessary materials for building and in such
manner as You shall see most proper in Your own Discretion (not excceding
700 foot of hoards A proportionable number of nails and 50 Bricks to any
one Family ) giving me an Account from time to time of Your proceedings. And
You are hereby authorized and impowered to raise array and command the
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Militia of the Said Township with the same Authority and in Such manner
as myself or the Commander in chief of this Province for the Time heing.

If Your Presence should be found necessary at Halifax or any Accident
should call you away, The Command According to the Meaning and Intent
of these Instructions and all the Power therein delegated is to Devolve on Lieu-
tenant Colonel Patrick Sutherland.

Given under my hand and Seal at Ilalifax
this 28th day of May 1753.
P. T. HOPSON
By his Excellencys
Comm’d
Wm. Cotterell Sec’ty

111

In regard to the actual contents of these documents little comment is
necessary. The reader will be struck immediately by the number of questions
of fact for which they provide an answer; and the number of traditional notions
which have to be revised. For example, it will be seen that the whole migration
from Halifax to Lunenburg was not made at one time; but that there were two
major expeditions, the first arriving, not on June 7th, but on June 8th, and the

second on June 17th, after the transports which carried the first group had
been sent back from Lunenburg to receive them.

It will he seen also that while the scttlers had drawn for their lots
in the Town of Lunenburg, hefore they left Halifax, the town itself was not laid
out until June 14th; and the lots were not actually numbered until June 18th.
All this had to be done before the settlers could be put in possession of their
lots and, thereby, enabled to commence erecting their huts and planting their
gardens. This delay, in unfavorable weather, by increasing the discontent of
the settlers complicated the problem of Lawrence and the other officers, who
fearing an attack from the Indians, regarded the erection of hlockhouses and
other defences as their first duty, and expected these settlers to see that the in-
terests of the whole community were greater than those of the individual and
to assist cheerfully in these so-called King’s works.

According to Lawrence’s instructions he was to employ as many as
possible of those who had still to work out their passages; but he found that
these were the least willing to work without remuneration; although he was
careful to see that any who did should receive full credit against their in-
debtedness: and that finally he had to employ whom he could get whether
they owed for their passage or not.
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It was while attempting to reconcile the apparently rival claims of
the individual and the community in accordance with his instructions and
under the restrictions imposed by the Lords of Trade that Lawrence made his
harshest criticism of the more refractory settlers, but at the same time re-
cognized the natural concern of even the better sort to get on with their
houses and gardens and the urgent necessity of increasing the meagre allowance
of provisions to all. Finally, he exceeded his instructions and agreed to pay
a shilling a day to those employed on the King’s works until he could get per-
mission to increase this allowance: but even after this permission was granted
by the Governor he had to continue this payvment until the work was done.

It would be casy, hy picking individual sentences out of their con-
text, to accuse Lawrence of being an unsympathetic martinet, determined
to have his own way, yet himself impatient of discipline and prone to disobey
his instructions; but no one who reads both the journal and letters from
beginning to end, with care and without preconceived notions, can lay them
down without feeling the warmest admiration for his humane efficiency in
dealing with the misguided and his courageous advocacy of the ultimate
welfare of the settlement, regardless of the opposition of the settlers them-
selves and the restrictions imposed by his instructions.

It should be remembered that both the journal and letters of Law-
rence were written for the information of Governor Hopson alone, whose
sympathy with the settlers was well known in hoth Halifax and London,
and were, therefore, a frank confidential account of his successes and frustra-
tions. The harshness of his criticism of the more wayward settlers was hut a
manifestation of his intense anxiety for the safety and welfare of all, somewhat
exaggerated because of his gift for using the striking phrase. Certainly he
did not use the same language in dealing with those whom he castigated in
these documents, hut took the utmost pains in explaining to them the danger
to themselves and the whole community of their reckless and short-sighted
conduct and, hecause of that, the necessity of striking them off the victuall-
ing list and sending them back to Halifax if they continued to disobey his
orders.

As a military officer he knew the need and value of discipline,
but did not look upon it as an end in itself., or to be exercised without re-
straint or regard to special conditions. I think it prudent,” he wrote, “to
keep a tight hand over them in the beginning. To slacken will he easy
at any time.”  Again. “In short they |the settlers] are inconceivably tur-
bulent, I might have said mutinous, and are only to he managed like a great
ship, in a violent storm, with infinite care, vigilance & attention. All that I
have T shall employ for their welfare and advantage, giving way to them
where I must, and curbing them where 1 can.”
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That he was true to this pledge is apparent not only in his attitude
towards the purveyors of rum but also in his stand for a common. It was
his foresight and persistence alone which saved the cleared land for a
common, in opposition to both the immediate wishes of the settlers and
his instructions; and 1 doubt whether a more eloquent, humane and moving
plea in behalf of thesc settlers can be found in the whole range of official
correspondence than in his letters of June 7th and Ilth, where he lays bare
the very heart of the settler, his needs, his hungers and his fears for the
future, in an effort to remove the restrictions of the Lords of Trade upon an
increase of the allowance of provisions.

It can hardly be said that it was of personal advantage to him,
or likely to improve his chances of promotion, to disobey his instructions
and over-ride the ruling of the Lords of Trade. His action in this instance, as
in his stand on the common and in his flexible disciplinary measures must,
therefore, have proceeded from a sincere desire for the ultimate welfare of
the settlement. If further proof of his sincerity in this regard is needed, it
may be found in his continued support of the settlement after he had succeeded
Governor Hopson and insisted upon victualling the settlers for several years
longer than the Lords of Trade had intended.

In any event, whatever opinions are formed of Lawrence and the
scttlers, no one can read these documents without having a much clearer view
of the problem of transplanting foreign scttlers of different origins from old
and settled communities to an entirely new world, and of the mutual mis-
understandings of settler and official alike that were inevitable.

D. C. HARVEY, Archivist.



COL. LAWRENCE'S ORIGINAL JOURNAL.
As copied in Dr. Brown’s Manuseript
Commencing May 28th. 1753.

The detachments from Col. Hopson's, Col. Warburton’s, & Col. Las-
celles’ Regiments embarked on hoard ye Rainbow—Montgomery Master.
The Rangers were hefore embarked on board ye Ulysses armed sloop Jeremiah
Rogers Master.

Tuesday 29th.

Early in the morning the forcign secttlers were mustered that were
appointed for ye first embarkation. They reccived orders to embark them-
selves & their baggage with all dispatch. In the afternoon, Such as had
not arms of their own received the Government’s arms & Ammunition. To
such as had, his Excellency ve Governor gave a gratuity of two Dollars. Then
the people embarked & ve vessels (which had compleated their lading)
hawled off into ye Stream.

Wednesday 30th.

The Scttlers continued to embark as yesterday. At 3 o’clock in ye
Afternoon a Signal was made for getting under sail;—when all ye vessels—
except ve Swan, Bulkeley & pilot hoat, weighed Anchor with ye Wind at N. E.—
At 5 the wind dying away. A signal was made for coming to, & we accordingly
anchored off Point pleasant. About Y came to an Anchor, the Swan, Bulkeley
& Pilot hoat. The Master of ye Swan came on board, and represented his having
above 50 persons more than e could put under cover. The Pilot hoat had
also a small number that she was unable to put under cover: [in yve same situ-
ation] But as it was too late to remove them, they were obliged to remain
lon deck] in that Situation till [ye next] morning.

Thursday 31st.

Mr. Waite +Lapt—ol-ac—Swand was ordered on hoard ve transports
to find room for such of ye Settlers as could not be accomodated on hoard the
Swan and Pilot-hoat. Afterwards 65 persons were removed. At 9 Q’clock in ye
Morning, the wind being at cast & by South. we weighed & continued under =ail
till about 11: when finding that some of ve Vessels, & particularly ve provision
vesscl. would not he able to turn out hefore night, and that ye weather was
growing dirty, We stood in again. and came to an anchor within Mauger’s
beach. the Wind being at S. 8. East with rain. At 6 in ye evening, Mr. Waite
was ordered on board the Swan transport. to bring away 3 children, that were
cmbarked by mistake. their parents being left at Halifax. The children were
put on hoard Mr. Collier’s schooner. & returned to Halifax. At 8 came on hoard
Major Rudolff. who represented. that there was a general complaint among
the people of their having no provisions that they could get at, for, notwith-
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standing ye orders that had heen given, their week’s provisions were promis-
cuously stowed (away) with their haggage, so that it was impossible to find
it. A Letter was written to his Excellency (which Mr. Collier carried,) to ac-
quaint him of this Strange circumstance, & to desire that another week’s pro-
visions might be sent down the next morning as carly as possible, in case ve
wind should not be fair: If it should, we would not wait, bui proceed with
yve Extra half week. It was also desired, that Mr. Steinfort might be sent
down to make a regular Muster, there heing no possibility of ascertaining ye
Number of ye people or their quality, from ye lists that had heen returned

tof—them .

Friday June 1st.

At 7 o’clock in the morning a signal was made for all Masters to
come on hoard, the wind heing foul & the weather thick. Orders were given
to ye Several Masters to replace immediately what water they had expended,
and to continue doing so whilst [so long as| we remained in ye harhour.
About 11 O’clock, came along side ye Chebucto schooner, having on board
Mr. Steinfort and 28 Casks of provisions for ye Settlers that were in want.
Mr. Steinfort & Mr. Waite were sent round ye transports to make a general
muster. In ye meantime Mr. Cunningham, ye Storekeeper, left provisions
on hoard each Vessel, that He found had occasion for them, under the charge
of ye respective Masters, taking ye receipts for ye Same.

Mr. Cunningham was ordered to leave an account in writing with
ye Masters of the transports, of ye Quantity of provisions allowed per day to
cach settler, to prevent any mistakes in the issuing. When Mr. Steinfort had
made his Muster, as ordered, The Number of foreign settlers appeared to he
042 |of these] +Suebh—as-mere-fit-to-bear—arusd 289 [were able to hear arms|

Saturday 2nd.

I'ine weather, the wind at West & by North.

Ab-A0-Qllockinthewmorning cane ou_board _Ai_Shipnex_avith_ja,
Lettar—fvam-Lapt—Stane. About J1 O’Clock [in ye morning| I sent Mr. Waite
on hoard [round| ve transports, with directions to ye Masters & officers of
cach Vessel, that they [their passengers] might have ve benefit of ye air,
and that ye Vessels’ holds might be cleaned & sweetened in ye mean time.
Upon a representation from Mr. Crafts in hehalf of himself and ye other 11
Carpenters, that they had not heen Victualled before they embarked, as was
intended, 1 ordered Mr. Cunningham to Vietual them for a week or fortnight

as should he most convenient.
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Sunday 3rd.

Fine weather, ye Wind fresh at W. South West

Monday 4th.

Early in the morning very Foggy. At 9 OClock fine weather,
wind at South West. At 10 O’Clock came on bhoard ye Marquis de Conty,
who acquainted me that a German woman, on hoard ye Swan transport, was
last night delivered of a Male Child: That there were some persons sick on
board; and that, in general, ye people wanted airing on Deck. Sent an order
to Mr. Baxter |one ye| (Surgeon) [s of Settlement] to visit the vessel, and
make me a report of her condition. In ye afternoon Mr. Baxter returned.
(having visited all yve Vessels) and reported, that ye people were as well
as land people usually are at sea; |& these people had already crossed ye
Atlantic Ocean] and that the Woman delivered of the child was in a very

fine Way.

Tuesday 5th.

In the morning showery & foggy. Wind at South West. At 1 O’Clock
sent Mr. Waite on hoard the 3 friends with an order to Major Rudolff, re-
quiring him to take particular care that rum was not sold on board to ve
Settlers, and that he send A Copy of ye order to ye other Militia officers. At ye
same time sent ve like order to Capt. Goreham, with directions to Capt. Rogers to
change his berth the bhetter to Search all Strange hoats coming to ye Vessels.
At 8 O’Clock in ye evening ordered Capt. Goreham with a party of his rangers
to search ye Shore of Cornwallis’ Island, from Ives’ point to Capt. Jos. Rous’
for Rum that might be lodged in ye woods in order to he afterwards conveyed
on hoard ye transports. He accordingly went & examined but found none.

Wednesday Oth.

The morning foggy till 9 or 10 o’clock, then cleared up. The wind
came about from south west & S. S. W.. to N. W., & N\. N. W. The bhreeze
continued fair in ye harbour, but was ve whole time at S. W. and S. S. W.
a mile without Mauger’s beach. At 2 in ye Afternoon ordered Mr. Cunn-
ingham to complete [furnish| each transport that has [had] settlers on
board with a week’s provision from Monday next. In ve evening ve wind
died away. A schooner was trying from 6 in the morning till night 10 set
out of ve Harbour. and never was further than 2 miles from Mauger’s bheach.
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Thursday 7th.

At 4 o’clock in the morning made a signal for weighing and sent
away ye Dolphin Schooner with a Letter to ve Governor, and got under sail,
the wind being at E. S. E.  But hefore we got clear of Mauger’s beach the
wind died away. The Albany towed out, and at length had a breeze that car-
ried her to the Cape, (Sambro) ; But the transports, idly neglecting to get their
boats ahead, lay hecalmed hetween ye land and sea breezes till the afternoon:
Whereas if they had been diligent, when they first weighed anchor in ye morn-
ing, we should have nearly, if not entirely, made our passage this day. In ve
course of ye day we laid too, and hore away to meet ye vessels several times.
About 5 in the afternoon had a fresh breeze at W. S. W. Many of the vessels
got out near ye Cape. But ye provision schooner, ye Ulysses & some others heing
far Astern, the Albany shortened sail, and made a signal for ye headmost and
weathermost vessels to come under her quarter, in order ye hetter to Keep
Company. At 8 in ye evening the wind came to ye Northward, and we laid

our course. All ye Vessels, except ye Ulysses, being in their stations.

I'riday 8th.

From 8 o’clock last night, (when we were abreast of Samborough
Island,) the wind continued fair at N. E., and ye weather clear & fine. Made
an casy sail all night. At 3 this morning ye Commodore fired a Gun, to call off
some of ye Vessels that were too near ye Shore. Between 4 & five we were abhreast
of Cross Island. At 7 came to an anchor in ye harbour of Merliguash, most of yve
Vessels heing 2 leagues astern. In coming in ye sloop Victory, Capt. Rodick,
tailed upon a rock on ye larboard side of ye harbour. The Commodore sent
boats to her assistance, and had an answer from her that she had received
no damage, & as ye tide was making would he off presently. The last of ve
Vessels came to an anchor at 4 an hour after 9. At 10, ve vessels heing all
in their berths, made a signal for all masters to come on hoard. Gave them
orders to preparc their hoats & make a disposition for landing. At 11 or-
dered ye Regulars & militia and Rangers on shore, directing them to wait on
ve beach, till 1T disembarked with ye Settlers fit to bear Arms. When the
scttlers got on shore, ordered the Rangers to march along, near ve beach,
with Captain Morris to ye head of Harbour: ordered Capt. Sutherland with
ye regulars to take ye middle of ye Hill—Marched myself—(Major Lawrence)
with the Militia along ve top of ve Hill; and all assembled at ve head of
ye harbour. Then reconnoitred, making what remarks we could for a future
disposition of ye troops. Then fixed with Capt. Morris, ye Surveyor, the
situation of the Town, and also of ye blockhouses for the defence of it; which
—This—Dbeing done in about the Space of 4 hours, we then marched back
again, and at 4 o’clock in ye afternoon reembarked ve troops & settlers, it
heing too late, to encamp, to any advantage, hefore night. At 5 in ye even-
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ing called on board ve Captain of ve militia to consult what number of
scttlers might bhe had from cach vessel to go to Work at 3 o’clock ve next
morning. They agreed on 120, observing that it would bhe very difficult to
prevail with them to work more than every other day. Gave them orders
to have provisions dressed before night for ve next Day, that no time might
be lost. Whereon they acquainted me, that ye week’s provision served on
Monday last was quite out—(expended) and that if I would allow an-
other week to be served, they could with ye help of their pease (which
have not hitherto heen served) & ve abundance of herbs on shore, casily
afford to have it deducted out of their future issues. Sent for ve Store-
keeper, & ordered it accordingly; Directing him to charge it as extra pro-
visions, to he hercafter accounted for. Then fixed with ve Captains to have
120 men on shore at 3 o’clock the next morning; in order to carry up ve
blockhouses. But 1o take with them their arms: and to lodge them under
ve care of a party of Rangers to be posted at ye foot of ye hill for that pur-
pose. Then sent for Capt. Sutherland, and agreed on the following dis-
position of ye troops for ye next morning, Viz. The regulars & Rangers to he
landed at day break. A Serjeant & Y men of ve Rangers to he detached to ve
Summit of ye Hill to ye South East.  An officer & 20 Rangers to remain
at the landing place. A Corporal’s guard to be posted at ye head of ve
Harbour, on ye fresh water brook: The body of ye regulars with ve remain-
der of ve Rangers to march up to, & take post on ye Spot where ve upper
block house ix to stand., By this disposition the extremities of ye cleared
land being well guarded ve Settlers may pass & repass, & do ve labour re-
quired of them in as much safety, asx our numbers can afford. At 6 o’clock
ordered Capt. Joseph Rouse with ve Gondula’s & hoats to get out ye Block-
houses & have them towed up to ve proper landing places—The gondulas
were filled with ye timbers & ye remainder made into rafts by half past
9 at night, and ye whole towed up at high water which was about 2 in ye
morning. The lumber vessels were ordered up ye larbour for ve more con-
venient landing ve lumber, & the Sloop York was ordered to follow to Cover
them & ye blockhouses. ..

Saturday 9th.

Between 3 & 4 o'clock this morning, the Regulars. Rangers, & Settlers
landed according to yve disposition made last night.  The Settlers carried
up on their Shoulders the timbers of one blockhouse, (the distance being
near half a mile) by 10 in yve morning, during which time ve carpenters set
up nearly ye first story. Then ye people broke off for Breakfast, and as
they had worked with great willingness & s0 as to make extraordinary des-
patch, they were allowed a dram each for their encouragement, which their
officers & overseers were all desirous they should have. conceiving it would
he most usefully hestowed.
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Then ordered the tents on shore, and directed that they should be
pitched at ye foot of ye hill, that being ye most convenient place for encamp-
ing so as at once to cover ye Settlers, stores & baggage, and to sccure them
against any attempt from the Enemy.

The settlers growing very impatient to get on shore, have landed
their wives & children without my knowledge, and scem so disposed to
range about, that I am but too apprchensive of some mischief.

The lumber being now rafted, is ordered to he landed at high
water which will be at 2;: when we shall endeavour to raise sheds with it;
shall land ye remainder of ye settlers and their haggage, and so he prepared
(if possible) to dispatch 5 or 6 Vessels for Halifax some time to Morrow.

From 11 till two ye scttlers continued to work and to make great
dispatch, so as by that hour to get up ye whole of ye timbers and other
materials for the Blockhouses. Then broke off for an hour & dined, After
which ye settlers were employed till night in opening a large avenue from ye
Blockhouses to ye Water side at ye back of ye hill, which, When they had
completed, they may be fairly said to have done a most extraordinary day’s
work, especially as it has rained hard for ye greatest part of ye day.

After this removed ye troops from ye Blockhouses to their en-
campment at ye foot of ye hill, leaving proper guards at such posts as tended
most to secure ye environs of ye Hill. Then appointed a picket of 50 men
out of ye Militia to be left on shore to Strengthen ye Camp.

Being unable to land the whole of ye Settlers and their baggage
this night, as was proposed in the morning, 1 reembarked all that were on
shore except ye 50 for ye picket. [N. B. A day of this nature comprizes
ye exertions & toils of several weeks in a settled country. Few people ever
witnessed a scene of greater bustle. The whole is well described in ye Journal
ol Lawrence].

Sunday 10th

At 5 o’clock this morning ordered Mr. Waite to go round ye trans-
ports with directions to ye Masters [to ye] overseers, and to the officers
of the Militia to disembark ye whole of ye Settlers and their haggage with all
possible dispatch.  Ordered Likewise as much lumber out of each Vessel,
carrying settlers, as would leave only platforms for ye next embarkation.
1 took this measure by Capt. Rouse’s advice, who agreed with me that it was
better to dispatch ve Vessels for Halifax in this manner. than to take
out ve platforms, have ye Vessels ballasted, and thereby detained perhaps
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4 or 5 days, particularly as ve wind was now Very fresh and fair, the weather
clear, & we had ve highest probability of ve Vessels reaching Halifax as this
night.

At 12 Dispatched Capt. Cobh with the following Letter to ye Gover-
nor.

Lunenburg Junc 10, 1753.

Sir,

I have the honor & satisfaction to acquaint your Excellency that we
were all safe in ye harbour of this place by 10 o’Clock in ye forenoon on
friday ye 8th Inst. We Were able to do bhut little more that day than Re-
connoitre ye ground, make a disposition of the troops & agree on ye situation
of ye Town & Blockhouses—For many reasons I thought it proper to re-
imbark ve troops & militia in ve evening. Yesterday at 3 in the morning
we all disembarked again, set heartily to work. and, I helieve, did as much
business as could he done in one day by our Strength—I think I may say
that we are already in a tolerable state of Security, should any attempts he
made to disturh us—But from all appearance. particularly Old Labrador’s
not moving from amongst us, and some other concurring circumstances, I am
strongly of opinion that there is no number of Savages between Piziquid &
this place. |How natural is it in ve first ardour of a new pursuit and ye
success of first efforts to express ourselves strongly. How different ye close
of this day in ve Journal of Lawrence).

The people (and with great reason) are all extremely delighted
with ye place, and in great health & spirits, and seem to labour with more
alacrity than I could have expected, and. I helieve, would have heen al-
together as happy were some of their officers from amongst them, for 1
find there will be “Some™ jealousies do what I can to prevent it.

I hope. sir. that vou will think we have made all possible dispatch,
& that what we have done will meet with your approbation. which will be ve
highest comfort & satisfaction to him who is with all gratitude & respect

Sir - Your Excellency’s Most Obliged,
& Most Obedient humble Servant

CHAS. LAWRENCE.
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From 12 to 2 dispatched ye Ulysses, Victory, Meddford, Three
Friends, Rainbow, Sally, Endeavour, Dolphin & Swan sloops, with the Bulkeley

and Speedwell schooners.

The carpenters continued to work on ye Blockhouses, and ye Sett-
lers were chiefly employed in disposing of themselves & their bhaggage.

At 5 o’clock this morning I made ye disposition for encamping ye
Settlers, and communicated ye same to their officers & oversecers. But when
ye Secttlers were put on shore, far from conforming themselves to ye dis-
position which I had made for their encampment, or from observing the
directions & regulations they received from their officers & overseers, Every
One provided for himsell after his own methods & that in so confused & dis-
orderly a manner that they were ncither secure in regard of ye Enemy, nor
in any respect so circumstanced as to be useful to themselves or ye Settle-
ment; But on ye contrary very liable to be surprized & destroyed: out of
[beyond] ye inspection of their Officers, & overseers, dispersed about, in ye
cover of ye hrush, and all with no other view than to follow their own Sense-
less inventions, and to be out of a possibility of being regularly warned for
that duty which they naturally concluded they must he called to. The danger
of this situation and the neglect of ye public works were not ye only incon-
veniences arising from this irregular and disobedient conduct. For not-
withstanding all ye orders given and pains taken to land ye lumber & lodge
it on shore, in such a manner as that ye Several Cargoes might he kept dis-
tinct & hereafter measured, they carried it from ye water side and from
ve different parcels in such quantities to cover their huts as rendered it
impossible to ascertain ye measurement of ye lumber that cach vessel con-
tained.

This behaviour, so different from that of ye day before, naturally
occasioned by assembling ye Officers to determine on some measures (to he
taken in order) to prevent yve mischiefs that were likely to arise there from; To
think on some regulations for their future conduct, and like wise to fall
on some method of getting back ye boards which they had taken from ye
public piles contrary to orders.

The officers being assembled I communicated to them my disap-
probation of such “like” proceedings, and my surprize that ye orders which
I had given in regard to ve people’s encamping were not obeyed. They re-
~turned me for answer, that ye people were so turbulent & senseless that they
could not controul them, and that it would he utterly impossible to prevail
with them according to ye methods I had proposed:—For as some were very
decent people others very dirty, others full of Vermin, & in short all differ-
ing in their ideas, they could not he brought to herd together, or to encamp

ee about

otherwize than every family separate hy themselves with their haggag
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them; and so as to have no communication with one another, whereby ve
cleanier sort might be made miserable thro’ ve filth & nastiness of ye others.

|of those of a different description].

I told them that  thought their ohjection did not lay—hold—for that
ve people might he divided into 4 different classes, and lodged in ye 4 large
timber tents, which 'l had directed in ve morning to he set up—pitched—for
their reception. In short, after much conversation of this kind, 1 acquainted
them that my orders must be obeyed. that ye people must be encamped by ve
next morning in ye manner | had prescribed: that 1 would get ye man of war’s
people to set up ve tents, since ye settlers did not understand it; and that ve
Settlers must he warned universally to assemble at 4 tomorrow morning in order
that 1 might deliver to them my sentiments on these & many other important
matters; regarding ve welfare of cach Individual, and of ye Settlement in
General; That (for) tonight, as ve people were dispersed & in xo confused a
way, a strong guard must he mounted for their Security: but that for ye future
we must either proceed in another manner, or have our throats cut.

It may be necessary to observe here. [to state ye reasons here] why
1 did not encamp the people in soldiers’ tents’ (sent for that purpose) as ve
Governor directed.

In ye Ist place, ve Tents were only caleulated to contain ye Settlers ap-
pointed for ve first embarkation (exclusive of those on hoard ye Swan, heing
220 persons and upwardsi, at 5 to a tent.—In the next place, no family would
encamp, on any account. but with their haggage about them. which haggage
alone would more than fill a tent. Thirdly, 1 found it absolutely necessary
to employ at least 10 or 12 of these tents in mounting a militia guard on ve
hill for the better security of ve people in General. And lastly, I was obliged
for yve better management of every thing to separate ye militia officers from ve
other people by putting them in tents to ve number of 11, vizt.. 4 for ye Cap-
tains and 7 for ye Subaltern officers, which deduction of 11 & 12 for the guard,
considerably reduced ve total number of ye Tents. “Now”—Besides—three
times ye number sent would be insufficient to cover ve people & their haggage,
& to have given tents to some & not to ye whole would hut have too much en-
couraged that jealousy & dissatisfaction [to which| they are already enough
disposed to.

For these reasons. and many others to be offered, 1 took upon me to

alter ye Governor's disposition for encamping.

The militia officers were to be encamped in ye rear of the Sheds, for

ve speedier turning out ye people in case of an alarm.
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Agreed that ye militia were to assemble “as” tomorrow morning in

order to their hearing what I should say to them concerning their future con-
duct.

A Militia Guard of 50 men [was] mounted this night.

Monday 11th.

At 4 o’clock this morning sent a party of Capt. Rous’ scamen to cut
timbers for ye Sheds. Half an hour after went on shore myself, found ye set-
tlers assembled according to ye orders of last night & spoke to them to ye
following effect. In ye Ist place, I signified to them my surprise at their dis-
regarding of my orders relating to their encampment; I pointed out to them the
many inconveniences, dangers & disorders from their dispersing [about] in ye
woods, as they had done ye day before. I acquainted them with ye nature of their
situation, & what they had to expect from ye Savages; shewing them how secure
they were, could they be but regular & attentive to such orders as should he
given for their personal protection, & the happy establishment of ye settle-
ment, & how unsafe & unprofitable that irregular situation was into which, con-
trary to orders, they had put themselves yesterday. I took notice of their use-
lessly spending their ammunition in ye woods, than which nothing could con-
tribute more to their destruction, for a variety of reasons I then gave them, be-
sides its retarding ye labor of ye public & of cach individual:—That if they
did not desist from these and all other irregularities, and [cheerfully]submit to
whatever had been and should be ordered to he done tall which was calculat-
ed for their good & advantage) the ruin of them all must be ye necessary con-
scquence: for that in short their lives, their health, & ye success of ye Settlement,
depended chiefly upon their obedience, their order, & their willingness to con-
tribute all in their power to ye common good. That 1 expected they would
conform punctually to all these particulars, and that such as were turbulent
& refractory should he struck off ye provision list. [N. B. The expedients em-
ployved in settling Halifax revived & repeated in ye harbour of Marliguash| and
sent by ye first opportunity to Halifax.

All this, & much more, was interpreted to them by Messrs. Zuberbuhler
& Hoffman, and seemed, as 1 thought, to be well received.

When this was done, Major Rudolff had orders to divide them into

companics, and make me a return accordingly.

Then 70 men were appointed for ye work of ye day, 10 to attend ye
Surveyor; 10 with Capt. Stratshurg to assist in putting up ye Sheds, & 50 to
carry ve Storehouse frames to their places, & to put ye lumber in piles.
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It being represented to me that ye Settlers sold rum to ye Soldiers and
others, 1 directed ye same to he forbidden by heat of drum, upon pain of severe
punishment.

Ordered 12 tents to be delivered to Major Rudolff for the use of the
militia officers, and his receipt to be taken for ve same.

The scamen got up this day 3 of ye great sheds, hut ve people in
general, particularly ye better sort, seemed utterly averse to go into them, & to
pay very little regard to yve orders which I had given in ye morning.

The Carpenters continue to work on ve blockhouses, but have done
very indifferent days work since ye first.

Wind at S. E. & dirty weather.

As yet we have had no appearance of Indians or any enemy what-
cver. |whatsoever).

Ordered 70 Working men for to morrow. 20 to attend ye Surveyor
and clear away ye Brush. The other 50 to get up ye Lumber and pile it, & to
bring up ye other Storchouse to its place.

Tuesday 12th.

Wind at S. S. E., which detained ye¢ <1 Lumber vessels, otherwise they
would have sailed this morning.

Ordered 12 tents to be delivered Major Rudolff for the militia on
ve hill.

Wrote to Capt. Sutherland, & desired him as I could not bhe on shore
myself, that he would use all possible means to prevent ye hoards from being
carried away by ye Settlers; that he would order ye Shingles to he collected
into one parcel, hasten ye other store house to its place, have ye lower block-
house better blocked up, have ye Walls opened that were filled (up) & order
Crafts to hire more Carpenters to assist to finish the Blockhouses.

Sent Capt. Sutherland 400 dollars for his detachment. The 70 men
warned last night were employed this day as was intended.

At 4 O°Clock went on shore, and observed that ye people had worked
tolerably well.
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The Carpenters are still employed on the block houses, and as they
themselves tell me will not he able to complete them hefore Saturday night.

The people, especially ye cleaner sort, are as averse as ever to go into
the hoarded Sheds, and 1 find myself, in this particular, obliged to give them

[let them have] their own way.

Ordered 70 people for to morrow’s Work.

Wednesday 13th.

Wind at W. S. W., with clear weather. The people continue to get
ye boards out of ye water, pile them up, & attend ye Surveyor to clear away
ye brush.

At 12 O’Clock dispatched back (to Halifax) the Endeavour Sloop,
Trivitt, Master, who sailed in company with the Biddeford, Mary, & Industry
Sloops.

Gave receipts to the three Masters that brought Lumber, specifying
the particular quantities they delivered, as follows—

(Quantities found to be on hoard
Quantities said to he on hoard. according to measurement—& which.
I gave receipts for.

The Biddeford . . 54.000 . .51.000
The Endeavour . 54.000 :53.000
The Mary 45.000 = R 15.000 good measure

Wrote to his Excellency ye Governor [by this opportunity] & committed
ye letter (to ye care of Capt. Trivett Master of the Endeavour)

Lunenburg 13th Junc 1753 —
Sir

I now dispatch back to vour Excellency the last of ye Vessels, except
ye provision Schooner, and ye Sloop Speedwell with dry stores on board. Those
I cannot possibly unload till ye storchouses be put up, and when that will
be, at ve rate ye Carpenters work, no hody can guess; for altho’ we put
[brought] ye blockhouses upon [to] ye spot they were tostand [upon] ye day
after landing, and altho’ ye parts of them either were, or ought to have heen
ready for putting together instantly, they are not yet in a condition even
to lodge yve troops, & will not be finished hefore Saturday night.  And ye
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Storchouses I presume (which are afterwards to be begun) will he carried on,
with much ye same sort of dispatch. I therefore beg, if it he practicable, that
6 or 8 Carpenters more may be sent to ve assistance of these [those we have
here] otherwise ye Schooner & Sloop above mentioned will not he discharged
for perhaps 3 Weeks to come.

Most other things are done with tolerable expedition, considering
ve Sloth of these Germans, & their unwilling ness to do any part of what they
call ye King’s work. whilst they can be employing themselves in what they
think more immediately their own. 1 fear I shall find them more turbulent
than I imagined, wherefore I think it prudent to keep a tight hand over them
in ve beginning. To slacken will be easy at any time.

Notwithstanding all ye pains I take to prevent it, they straggle about
so as to endanger their lives, and to waste, to no manner of purpose, hoth
their time & ammunition. These and other irregularities they are |as] yet but
too guilty of, & it is not much to he wondered at considering that of late they
have been under no kind of controul. By degrees 1 am hopeful we shall
gzet them under better regulations.  Their overseers inform me that they
have intimated STRONGLY their expectations of being paid for their labour
in ye public works, particularly such as have wrought out their passages.
But I think I can point out to them SUCH reasons to shew they are unreason-
able, as will stave off that expense. And as it was impossible to dispose of
such a number of them with their haggage (or indeed a 10th part) under
ye tents your Excellency sent to cover them, I have set up large sheds
(covered) shut in with hoards which would have contained ye whole of
them, hut so perverse are they that they chuse rather to hide themselves
about in ve brush where they are exposed to danger both from ve enemy &
ve weather, than go in numbers into ve sheds where they would be hoth
safe and comfortable, and what is still worse they carry off quantities of our
boards to cover themselves: but this will be their own affair, for should any
he missing when we come hereafter to distribute them, their allowance will
he proportionately lessened.

The lumber has been all measured that we have brought ashore,
and holds out amply to ve Quantities reported to have heen shipped—When
ve next embarkation (comes) returns & we can measure 15,000 Said to be
in one of those Vessels & ve platforms that are in the rest. I shall then
transmit to vour Excellency a state of ve whole. The only things I miss at
present said to have heen shipped are 12 bars of Iron for ve blockhouses in
ve Dolphin, & some Hogs heads of Lime in Rogers.

I am directed hy my Instructions to deliver out to ye settlers materials
& for building ax soon as they shall begin to put up their houses. and
not before. For ve present 1 apprehend they will think only of getting
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up ltuts on their lots, otherwise they would be too late for their gardens
which would be a great disadvantage to them. Now if we wait for ye
distribution of ye materials till those huts arc taken down and other houses
put up in their place half our lumber will be stolen altho” we had 50 Guards
to take care of it; whereas if it be immediately distributed, and every
individual has ye Care of his own dividend, they will preserve & apply
it to their several purposes, & to their own satisfaction. Tho’ 1 am not
directed to distribute ye tools & “instruments”—implements that were taken
out of Mr. Saul’s store & are now in charge of Mr. Cunningham, yet 1 pre-
sume they were intended for ye use of ye Settlers, and to be accordingly
delivered reserving of every species such a quantity as may be necessary
from time to time to carry on ye Kings works. There is another Circum-
stance which 1 should be glad your Excellency would consider of, it is that,
when you assembled ye Settlers in ye Church for ye drawing of their Lots,
You acquainted them that ye cleared land adjacent to ye town Should be
laid out in equal portions & drawn for as were ve Town lots, and my
instructions direct me to conduct myself agrecably thereto. The disadvantage
of such a division would, I find, be infinite. One third of ye land would bhe
wasted in roads, the rest consist of such small portions as would be useless,
the whole would soon fall into ve hands of a few, & ve grass would he
destroyed, which, was (the whole) to consist of a Common, would contribute
to Sow their lands which shall be hereafter cleared there. And many other
considerations make it I think more eligible to keep ye ground in common
than to divide it. “And” I am informed that such commons are Very
customary among ye Germans. They may nevertheless, as property is tempt-
ing, & they but indifferent judges of their own interest. he strenuous for
such a division. What 1 would therefore heg to know is whether 1 am in
that case to give way to them & divide it; or whether you will insist on
what will be ten times more for ye advantage of poor & rich, attach them
to the Town by making it valuable, & be la] general & perpetual property
that cannot bhe disposed of.

As yet we have had no disturbance, or appearance of it, from ye
Indians.  We are nevertheless as Vigilant as we Know how to be, and could
I prevail with ye people Strictly to observe such directions as arc given
to them, I might answer for ye safety & security of every thing. But whilst
they continue to be irregular, they must continue to be more exposed than
they would be otherwise. And 1 am to hope should some few lose their
lives, thro’ their own obstinacy, indiscretion & disobedience, that ye bhlame
will not be attributed to my want of care, & attention to their safety & (their)
welfare.

A Blockhouse on ve end of ve hill next to ve peninsula would he
very essential to ye Security of ye place. But as this would occasion an
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additional cxpence & therefore require some consideration, at present 1
only hint it to your Excellency.

The town will, 1 hope. thro” Mr. Morris’ great Diligence, he all
laid out by Friday night at fartherest. The moment that is done these
people shall be put on their lots, by which means we shall have conveniences
for Covering & disposing of those that are yet to come.

If any thing should have escaped me that 1 ought to have mentioned
in this letter, 1 hope your Excellency’s goodness will impute it to the multi-
plicity of things 1 have at once to attend to. Herecafter 1 shall have more
leisure & be more methodical.

Pray believe me to be with ye utmost respect
Sir Your Excellency’s most obliged &
most obedient Humble Servant.

Sd. Charles Lawrence.
To his Excellency ve Governor.

P. S. Altho’ 1 have said in my letter that ve Cargoes of Lumber held out to
ve full quantitics as reported to me in ye Account that I received from Mr.
Hinshelwood yet on comparing Capt. Joseph Rous’ receipts with that Account,
I find that some are short & some are over as is specified in ye receipts
1 have given to ve Masters.

|Continuation of Journal]

Last night came in |arrived] Crawley’s Vessel from Halifax & hrought
on board here one Debrace who imported a quantity of Rum, to prevent
ye disposal of which 1 used my utmost endeavours.

Employed at ve different works this day.
THURSDAY 14

In the morning cady wind at S. E. the weather Lowry & threatening
to rain.  The Carpenters [still] employed upon ye blockhouses. About 12
wrote to Captain Sutherland, and desired him to publish an—ve inclosed
order in English, French & German. The substance [purport] of this order
was to forbid ve Settlers strageling into ve woods & wasting their ammunition.
Enquired of Mr. Rundle at how much a hundred he could furnish picketts
for ve lines. Answered at 40 shillings and that lle would have 3000 ready
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in 10 days or a fortnight. This 1 rejected, apprehending 1 could procure
them sooner & cheaper another way. Accordingly gave orders to Mr. Geldart
to begin, as to morrow morning, to cut picketts with a band of 50 Settlers
across ye water. Ordered ye militia guard to cover them. Finished getting
ye hoards out of ye water & piling them up. About 70 settlers were employed
this day on ye different works. Began to rain hard at 8 in ve evening.

I'riday 15th.

Rained hard all last night, & 4ll 6 this morning, when ye wind
hegan to come about to ye West ward. The night having been so bhad, & ye
people all wet & fatigued, murmured extremely at heing called on to go
out into ye woods & cut picketts. On this Major Rudolff came on bhoard
to me, & begged on their behalf that they might he excused & have time
to dry themselves till noon, & further acquainted me that for ye future
it would be impossible to find more than 50 men a day for ye works. In
all this I was obliged to acquiesce. About 8 o’Clock sent on shore ye guns
with other ordnance stores. Was obliged to draw ye Guns up to ye block-
houses with soldiers, not being able to get more than 8 or 10 settlers. At
noon Mr. Geldart went out with 8 or 10 Settlers to cut pickets. They
brought 160 to ye water side and left 40 in ye woods.

One half of the Carpenters were still employed in finishing ve
Blockhouses, the rest in Cutting & bringing blockings for ye Storchouses.

The first of which they began to raise this evening.

1 talked much this evening, (as [ have often done before,) to
Major Rudolff, Capt. Stratzburger & others of ye Militia officers on ye
idleness & slothful behaviour of ye Settlers: urging these Gentlemen, to
ve Utmost of my power, to exhort & encourage ve people to perform ye
duties required of them in another manner &c—

Mr. Morris the Surveyor had his usual number to cut & clear

before him, and finished ye laying out of ye Town this Evening.

Capt. Jos. Rouse who has ve care of ye lumber is daily complain-
ing that ve people steal & carry it away from ve piles, notwithstanding all
our endeavours to prevent it. But I see no means of curing this evil unless
I was at once to collect in all that is amongst them, in which case 1 must
incur a greater evil by putting them on their Lots, and bidding adieu

to any further labor from them.

[Here the journal ends.]



JOURNAL AND LETTERS OF COLONEL CHARLES LAWRENCE 17

DR. BROWN'S REMARKS

[Here ye Journal of Col. Lawrence ends, and for the future we find the
details of operations and events in the letters which he wrote, by every
opportunity to Governor Hopson.

The Settlers had now slept 7 nights in the harbour of Marli-
cuash. A long, dreary period in their situation. In all that time they
had done little for themselves & begrudging the loss of every moment
were not disposed to enter into the Spirit & meaning of the previous tasks
to which they were Summoned.

Yet these were absolutely indispensable. The alarm of a single night,
& the havoe of a single Indian, would have defeated the whole design, and driven
them back to Halifax.

What they called the King’s works, & public stores, were works &
stores for their own Security & preservation, without which they would not
have been safe nor the settlement have proceeded.

The circumstance which chiefly distressed & irritated them was the
claim of Government for working out their passages & this labour imposed upon
them till their debt was discharged. Their expectations were thereby defeated.
Disappointment produced dejection, and they had no heart to do any thing.
They became torpid & impassible, indifferent, about their own interest, &
about every thing that concerned the Settlement.

The town was now laid out & the great point to be henceforth carried
was to induce them to engage with spirit in the necessary works of defence.
This however was no casy matter. Ye urgency of providing for their own
accomodation was so great—It must have appeared extremely hard to go dripp-
ing from the rains of the night to labour for the public—instead of proceeding
to rear their own huts—& if it had been possible it ought to have heen post-
poned.]

[We proceed to ye sequel of their affairs—as it is correctly reported
in the letters of Major Lawrence to Governor Hopson.]
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LETTERS TO THE GOVERNOR.
Lunenburg 16th June, 1753.
Sir,

Till now I have not heen able to dispatch Mr. Cowie the hearer of
this, altho’ the keeping him will he pretty expensive to me. Since I had ye
honor of writing to your Excellency last, I have had no great reason to hoast
of our industry and I am sorry to observe that we seem rather to slacken than
to mend. First we had 70 men, & upwards, a day, that laboured tolerably well,
hesides ye militia guard consisting of 50, whereas now altho’ we have reduced
ye guard something, we arc unable to furnish more than 50 for ye public works.
On measuring ye Isthmus where we proposed to plant ye line of picket-
ing, I find ye distance greater than we imagined, & that it will require
exclusive of ye forts immediately about ye bhlockhouses, upwards of 3000
pickets, which at 40 shillings per 100, ye price Mr. Rundle asks, will amount
to 60£ sterling, a sum I am unwilling to lay out, particularly as Mr. Rundle
cannot engage to furnish ye pickets under 10 days at ye soonest. I shall there-
fore endeavour to have them cut cheaper & sooner another way.

We this day got our guns into ye Blockhouses, hut are much at a
loss for ye IRON holts & hooks which should have heen sent with ye gun
tackles to work the Guns. The linch pins for the Sling cart are also missing,
and 1 am without iron to make others to replace them, Unless 1 cut up an iron
crow for that purpose.

On looking over my papers again, I find (notwithstanding what I wrote
in my last) that I have your directions to distribute ye tools &e at my dis-
cretion, and I shall do it as soon as it may appear to bhe useful.

Deschamp alias Clovewater (the son of an Acadian by an Indian
woman) hehaves very faithfully, and is very useful to us. He expects (as he
tells me,) that he shall get notice if ye Indians come down to disturh us, and
offers, as no Frenchman ever did yet, to go with a party of our people to a
proper place for cutting them off on their passage. He goes on shore & comes
on hoard when he pleases, and sleeps, sometimes with his Uncle Labrador, &
sometimes on board ye Albany. His whole behaviour secems to he without
disguise INsomuch that I could wish he were indulged in a request that He
makes of a spot of garden ground for his family. For—I think I am certain
of his being both capable & willing to render some services to ye Settlement.

Two days ago arrived here one Debraze [Debrace or Debraze| who
brought with him a quantity of Rum. I wish. with all my heart, he had no

lot, as I am convinced of his heing here with a design not to assist but to fleece
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ye Settlers. to make ye Soldiers & ve people drunk & disorderly, & carry on a
low scandalous traffic for provisions, & that will do us much mischief.

As I have found it difficult to make ve people of this first embarkation
work since their families were landed. I purpose to keep ye next on hoard, till
at least ye Very heavy & laborious part of ye Work is pretty well over. For
should we put them on their lots immediately on their arrival, they would
do nothing afterwards but for themselves.—

As I could not get any kind of a Whar! to he undertaken hut at a great
expence, & as it is impossible to land any thing on ye heach except at high
water, I have agreed at ve rate of 10£ for a good strong causeway which 1
hope will be finished by to morrow noon. So small a sum will he saved by ye
very despatch it will occasion in unloading ye vessels, exclusive of another
consideration. which is, ve certainty of landing ye stores & provisions dry.
By degrees I hope Wharves will he built by ve people themselves.

The more I consider ye uses of ye Common, mentioned in my last
ye more I discover ye disadvantages of dividing ve cleared land. And by ye
information I have had since there secems to he nobody against ye former.
One ground objection, among many others, to ve latter is, that ve land will
all soon he disposed of. & most of it soon huilt upon, which would extend & en-
large ye TOWN to such an enormous size as would destroy ye very intention
of ye Settlement, it would run us into merchandizing amongst ourselves, as is ye
casc in Halifax, & thereby discourage agriculture & every other useful in-
provement.

The laying out of ye Town will he nearly if not entirely f{inished
this evening. But in doing it, it has been impossible to abide exactly by your
dircctions. From ye front line of houses to high water mark is not every where
200 feet. In some places it is upwards ‘which is” owing to ve irregularity of
ye beach. If we had calculated so as to make ye narrowest part 200 feet wide,
it would have carried ve Town into ye woods on ve back of ve Hill, and in
Mr. Morris’ opinion have laid us under infinite inconvenience. Whereas the
space left seems abundantly sufficient to answer every purpose, and indeed is
as much as ve Hill would properly admit of.

The more we look around us ye more promising our prospect appcears.
We have fine land, fine timber, fine fish, & in great abundance. People so
happily situated ought to he both grateful & industrious. And I truly wish
these for their own sake would bhe hoth. [such.] We have bheen a little unfor-
tunate in having wet weather as vet.  However tho” it has retarded our pro-
gress, it has not hurt ye people in their health.
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We arc obliged to employ what people we can get, without distine-
tion, hoth such as have & such as have not paid their passage. For were we to
have had those only who are indebted to ye Government ye works necessary for
ye Security of ye Settlement must have stood still, and ye hoards bricks & all
other stores remained at ye water side. It may seem surprizing perhaps that
people who are Working for themselves should do it with reluctance. But that

this is their case is most certain.

We arc in want of 4 pair of iron hinges for ye trapdoors of ye hlock-
houses, which were forgotten as were ye doors themselves. 140 1h. at least
of spike nails, 54 inches in length, are wanted for securing ye picketing, since
without them it is impossible, as I am told, that it can stand.

Yesterday in the evening we hegan to raise one of ye storchouse frames.
The lower end standing 6 feet from ye ground would afford an useful cellar,
without any sinking were it underpinned. I should be glad to know whether
your Excellency approves of its being done.

I fancy was Mr. Steinfort here I could get as much work done in one
day as 1 now do in two, for nohody scems to manage these obstinate Germans so

effectually as He does.

The Monthailliard—people arc very tractable, & tho’ not half so
strong as ye others perform double ye labhour.

I cannot but observe that upon ye whole my patience is a good deal

tried.

I am With ye highest respect & esteem
Sir Your most obliged & most
obedient Humble Servant.

[signed] Charles Lawrence.

[Note to Major Rudolff
of ye Settlers—Militia] On board ye Albany 16th June 1753.

Sir
I am favoured with Yours, and tho’ I sec, with much concern, such a

disposition among ve people to be idle, yet as it is their request to have to
morrow (being Sunday,) 1o themselves, I must consent; Having hopes that
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during ye course of ye next week they will make it up by working more chear-
fully, and making bhetter dispatch, than we have hitherto made. For till ye
picketting on ye line he set up for their defence, I cannot think of putting them
on their lots at ye hazard of their lives.

Sir Your most Humble Servant

Sd. Chas. Lawrence

Luncenburg 18th June 1753.

[To ye Governor|
Sir

Yesterday all ye transports with ye Settlers on hoard arrived here in
safety about 1 o’Clock, when I was honoured with both your Excellency’s
favours of ye 14th—"The approbation you are pleased to express of my conduct
gives me not only the highest satisfaction. hut new vigour to encounter ye many
difficulties and perverse circumstances 1 must expect to meet with in an un-

dertaking—"office”—like this, where the people are no less stubborn than
injudicious.

The English, “tis said, are sturdy & insolent, but then they have
commonly some sense. These have all ye former hut none of ye latter, at
least, that 1 can discover. In short they are inconceivably turbulent, I might
have said mutinous, and arc only to be managed like a great ship, in a violent
storm, with infinite care, vigilance & attention. All that I have I shall employ
for their welfare & advantage. giving way to them where I must, and curbing
them where I can. To Your Excellency’s intimation touching Deschamyp 1
shall pay a strict regard.  What He wishes is that his wife & family might he
sent here by way of Halifax. as he finds it next to impossible to get them
hither by any other convevance. I shall endeavour to learn from him what vou
are desirous of knowing touching ye French inhabitants & Thro’ such pro-
mises as yvou have permitted me to make him conditionally that his service
shall merit them.

I congratulate you on ye arrival of ve Torrington & ve troops, as also
on the receipt of certain letters more to he liked than others of a prior date. Mr.
Cornwallis’ to me is full of circumstances very promising to ye COLONY, & I
should have taken ye liberty to have enclosed it to vour Excellency for your
persual. hut that I presume he has wrote von all. & mnich more than my
Letter contains.
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According to your commands I shall dispatch ye Warren schooner for
Halifax ye moment she arrives & can be unloaded. Nor will I detain Cobb,
Rogers, & ye other Vessels that brought ye scttlers longer than to morrow,
when I purpose to put all ye people on their lots. I intended to have staved
off that a little longer, in order ye hetter to have secared ye line of defence,
and have answered for their safety; But such is their impatience or rather
impetuosity that I find it impossible. To do any work that may be required
of them afterward, they make fair promises. How faithfully they will keep
them is what we must take our chance for.

Since Mr. Bulkeley is unable to send the original hooks of ye Settlers
accounts I beg ye copies may be forwarded as soon as they are prepared;
For Altho’ I neither do, nor shall pay any money for the work that is done,
even to them that have worked out their passages, Yet it is but reasonablc
that to those who have not, such credit should bhe given, towards clearing their
debt, as their present labour justly entitles them to; and without those hooks
we must run (with infinite trouble) fresh accounts with cach Individual.

The whole day, (long as it is,) is short enough for doing ye business
of it, and my journal therefore, not being very critical, is scarcely worth your
perusal, such however as it is, I shall lay it before your Excellency when we
have more leisure.

Thus far in answer to Your Excellency’s first Letter.  The Carpenters
you have sent came very Seasonably, so that I hope we shall make such dis-
patch in the Blockhouses as to be able in a short time to unload ye stores &
provision Vesscls.

I'rom a severe proclamation I published some days ago forhidding ye
people, at their peril, to straggle in ye woods & waste their ammunition, we
found I think some good effect, & 1 have hopes, in a little time, to get ye
better of it entirely.

As to ye issuing of ye materials, I meant only to distribute such as
Your Excellency’s first letter points out; & those as sparing as may be with
regard to quantity as well as quality; Taking care that they will have such
first as will be soonest wanted; Nor shall I omit to go in quest of [& recal]
what boards they may have taken from the piles hefore they were set down
on their lots.

To raise huts instead of houses, for ye present, will certainly be right.
I mentioned it in my last. & shall endeavour to propagate that opinion amongst
them thro’ Messrs. Moreau Zebhubuhler, & Steinfort.  Which leads me to oh-
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serve that Major Rudolff, Capt. Creighton, & other inferior persons hehave
much to my satisfaction, by contributing every thing in their power to recon-
cile, & make matters smooth & easy.

When ve people are settled on their lots we shall be able to be more
methodical & exact, & consequently to ascertain their numbers, so as that I can
give Your Excellency an account of ye Deficiency of tools & implements. As
to such small articles As vou observe, are too tedious to be recited, 1 shall issue
them with my best discretion.

In my last I acquainted Your Excellency that 1 should reserve out
of ve whole what might appear to be necessary for any future works, SUCH
as we call the King’s.  Hitherto 1 have had no applications with regard to ye
adjacent cleared lands. Nevertheless we have insinuated as much as might he,
ve advantages of a common &c. And I carefully note your Excellency’s ex-
pedients for bringing that point to bear. I hope it will succeed to our wishes,
but if otherwise I shall defer any Division of ye land, till something
effectual can he found out—contrived.

Mr. Morris being this day emploved in planting numbered stakes
to point out to ye Individuals their respective lots, 1 fear it will be im-
practicable to prepare ve Sketch of ve Peninsula, Town & blockhouses, so as
to send it away to morrow. But by ye next opportunity, we shall certainly have
it ready. 1 shall observe Your Excellency’s commands with regard to Galland
& Cowice's schooners, contriving, as well as we can from time to time, to keep
onc going & ve other coming. Yeu have enclosed ye names of ve Streets & 1
have acquainted Mr. Bond of Your Excellency’s kindness to him.

On Saturday evening our ungovernable crew requested me to have ye
Sabbath to themselves. This being made more like a demand than a request
I thought it prudent to acquiesce, & yve service was read Yesterday. To day
after repeated harrangues, to them, & promises of being put on their lots to
morrow, I have prevailed on hetween three & 400 to go heartily to work. They
arc emploved in digging the trench and cutting ve pickets for ye line of de-
fence. & if they keep their engagements we shall have 3000 pickets & upwards this
evening, which according to our Calculation will be sufficient for ye line
from water to water.

To morrow, I fear, as they are to he removed to their lots, little can
be expected of {from| them. They have promised however very solemmly to
do whatever shall be required of them afterwards. Thank God they are all
in perfect health, & as Mr. Baxter informs me. have aleady received much
henefit from yve Vegetables.
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We have had little or no drunkenness at all, not that we can hoast
of our Virtue in that regard, for I have, with Capt. Rous’ consent, ordered all
ve rum that has heen imported to he put on hoard ye Albany.

We have amongst us Some Germans of ve lower kind, who are not
only extremely insolent & refractory, themselves, & positively refuse working
or obeying any orders, except on such conditions as they themselves [absurdly]
propose hut also go about stirring up mutiny amongst those that would other-
wise be reasonable, & have had ye impudence to declare that if they were thus
controuled they would shew us that they were a good deal stronger than ye
English.  As such behaviour can have no good consequences, & may have
some very bad ones, I propose to acquaint ye ringleader of these mutineers,
that He shall partake of no part of ye King’s hounty, and further, that for
example’s sake, I shall send him back by ye first opportunity, unless He makes
sufficient & satisfactory concessions.

June 20th.

Your Excellency will perceive by ye different dates of this Letter that
1 have not been able to dispatch ye transports as I proposed & I am to hope
that you will not think 1 have been tedious or have lost any time about it.
Since 1 had them all to examine, to measure their remaining lumber, & get
it on shore. The account of ye extra provision to halance, besides ye extraor-
dinary care it was necessary to take, lest ye Masters should wilfully or thro’
mistake impose upon ye public in regard of what they were severally to de-
liver.

1 am [have] to observe that ye Ordnance stores have not heen shipped
as reported “stated”—in ye lists given to me before my departure; For the
Ulysses was without several articles which according to Mr. Jefferies account 1
should have demanded from Capt. Rogers, hut as far as I have yet heen able to in-
form myself they will be forthcoming in ye Albany.

Capt. Hodgkins of ve Sloop Dolphin here disposed of 10,000 shingles,
& h 1 1 1 &
his own property as he alledges, appealing to Messrs. Hamilton & Hay, whether
proj ) £Cs, apj & )
e did not, to their knowledee, bring with him a quantity from Boston. This
L] 1] l v

at first seemed a little odd—strange—Dhut on inquiry 1 have reason to conclude
he has done nothing unfair by ye Government.

In what manner [& in what condition] ye bricks were put on hoard,
I cannot say, bhut to me they appear to he so hroken & rotten as to he not
worth their freight.
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In my letter to Mr. Bulkeley I have mentioned ye particulars of some
iron work that will be absolutely necessary for finishing ve Storehouses &
blockhouses, & am to beg that it may be forwarded by ve first opportunity.

The State of ye lumber given me by Mr. Hinchelwood makes men-
tion of 30,000 feet of hoards in ye Swan JFaite Master. 1 am to remark that
that cargo was landed at Halifax and has never heen sent here at all. No
lime has been brought in any vessel except in ye Swan Waite Master which is
ye property of Mr. Morcau. But as to all these articles 1 shall give vour Ex-
cellency a regular account as soon as 1 have a vacant moment to prepare it.

The Ring leader of ye turbulent people mentioned in the former part
of my Letter, coming to a right understanding of himself, has made his sub-
mission, & promises that his future conduct shall he very different from ye
PAST. Upon this He is permitted to remain which 1 hope will have a good
cffect.

1 am very unhappy to find that ye people of Halifax arc alrecady pour-
mg in upon us quantities of Rum. As much Gun powder fired amidst us would
not do us more mischief. Some of it was hrought by a permit from Mr. Newton
to be landed in any part of ye Province. But at my own risq’ without any regard
to ye permit, 1 forbade it being landed here and unless I am supported in that,
& whatever 1 shall do of that kind for some time to come, I can by no means
answer ye consequences.

Since Yesterday morning that ve people have been employved upon
their lots. their turbulent spirit seems some what abated. A little discipline
& a great deal of patience may perhaps entirely get ve better of it. The very
heavy rain that has fallen this day, has distressed us extremely. 1 hope in God
it will be the last we shall have for some time.

I am with all possible respect & esteem &c

Lunenburg June 27th, 1733.

On Monday ye 25th in ve evening arrived ye Biddeford Donnel
Master, with various stores. for Lunenburg, & Letters from Captain Cotterell

=

wrote by Your Excellency’s order which I am now to acknowledge.

I fear you will think it long since vou heard from us. hut ve weather
has heen so extremely bad that it was neither possible to dispatch Cox, nor have
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we been able to make any progress in ye Settlement worth mentioning. The
little done since my last, has been done by ye pcople towards getting them-
sclves under some sort of cover, for want of which,—God knows, they have
been very miserable, & 1 fear will become sickly in a (very) short time should
these violent rains continue.

Tho” ye public works have stood still, such as ye line of picketting,
ye unloading ye Store Vessels, getting up ye lumber &c yet I cannot with
justice alledge much want of industry in ye people; Their huts & their
gardens being in more forwardness than one could well have expected:
considering how much every thing has been retarded & ye people dis-
pirited by a series of had weather very uncommon at this Scason of ye Year.

Thro’ ye great pains I have taken to encourage such as hehave
properly and to discountenance those of a contrary disposition [conduct];
I would fain flatter myself that we are somewhat better disposed than we
have Dbeen. But to my great mortification there still subsists [prevails]
amongst us an opinion propagated by ye lazy & ye worthless that WE (I
mean ye Germans) have nothing to apprehend from ye Indians. Such an
opinion, {as it greatly tends not only to put us off our guard, but also to
retard ye works, calculated for our defence, & indeed to render every thing
burdensome that ye people are called to do) must needs be very hurtful,
and may be very fatal to us; for our enemies if they have any design against
ye Secttlement would wish nothing more than to see us in such a condition
[disposition]. Nothing could contribute so directly to our destruction as ye
advantage they would take of our imaginary security. To cure this danger-
ous cvil, I have used every means I could think of, & am sorry to say but
to little effect hitherto.

As I am very sensible that your Excellency is desirous of making
cvery possible saving that, with prudence, can be made, I have carefully
pursued that plan, and I think it will be visible when ye picketting shall be
up, & ye other works considered that I have industriously got out of ye
people without one farthing’s expencee to ye public, I say it will be visible
that a Saving of ncar £300 will be made since our arrival. Whether I shall
he able or not to go on getting every thing done for nothing is what I much
doubt of. But 1 shall endecavour, as I ever have done when cmployed, to
lighten every expence in my power.

I find by Capt. Stone & Mr. Bulkeley that Your Excellency was
Surprized that 1 had not sent a certificate for ye Stores landed from on
board ye Sloop Industry Goodwin Master. Your Excellency may remember
that in a former letter I acquainted you that every thing had been landed
from ye several Vessels, & that I should render a more particular account
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when time would permit; Had any thing heen missing I should have ment-
ioned it immediately, as I did some IRON BARS that have heen since found.

The only thing I thought it necessary to be immediately particular
in was ye account of ye unmeasured lumber shipped at Boston. In regard
whereto [to which] I specified what ecach vessel delivered according to ve
measurement here, in order that you might thereby he able to pay precisely
for what was delivered, and not according to ve quantities in ve accounts
given me at Halifax, some of which excecded ye Receipts I gave ve respective
Masters.—Now I am upon ve lumber, I must observe that Rodick of ye
Victory delivered 900 feet more than ve invoice, and more than I gave a
receipt for; Hodgkins of ye Dolphin 2000 more; & Storer of ye Endeavour
4000 odd hundred more. But as lumber never runs to what it is marked for
at ye Mills, & as 1 was therefore doubtful of ve Correctness of our hasty
measurement, I gave them receipts only for ye quantities Specified on Mr.
Handcok’s bills of lading. Thus careful have I been that ye public should not
be wronged. If we have been remiss in anything it is in [regard to] ye article
of shingles, an article of yve least value, & which it is not wonderful we might
mistake in., considering in what manner & with what dispatch things were
landed here, without wharves, without conveniences, one person only to
take account of them, & 500 ready to pilfer (us). If it should he thought
that 1 ought to have heen more exact in regard of those things, 1 answer,
it was impossible without retarding ve progress of ye Settlement & detain-
ing ye transports, so as to put ye Government to more expence than ve cost
of half ve lumber.

The people being now most of them on their lots, we have found
it to be for yve mutual convenience of many to make such changes as were con-
sistent with their several trades & professions, taking care not to suffer any
to be made that were improper, or merely for ve sake of money. We have
made alterations accordingly in ve Register, and when a fair one can he
made out it will be laid hefore Your Excellency for your approbation. I
should have mentioned also that to some certain people, such as Vanderhyde,
Anschutz, Wiederholdt, Mange, & others, who by their extraordinary merit
& example have distinguished themselves, I have shewn more indulgence by
changing their lots for such as were better. This I daresay vour Excellency
will approve of, especially as I have taken care to keep still in my possession
12 Lots in letter A for such persons as you may think proper to provide for
hereafter.—|N. B.—this is bad—ve sale of 12 Governor Hopson!| (Brown
clearly misunderstands the purposes of hoth Lawrence and Hopson.—The
cditor.)

The people heing dosely engaged on their lots & otherwise. & having
1= {2} [l
consequently o time for fishing & helping out their allowance of provisions
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thro’ their own means, find it extremely difficult to bring ye week about
at present, some of them having expended on 3 days what should have served
them for 7, particularly in ve article of bhread, which could it he increased
& ye article of flesh proportionately lessened would he of infinite service to
ye people [them] on many accounts. This ye wiser ones amongst them having
represented, I promised to lay it hefore your Excellency for your consideration,
not doubting hut you would indulge them in it, should ye nature of ye con-
tract & other circumstances admit of it.

Enclosed is Mr. MORRIS’ Plan of ye Town, Blockhouses & cleared
Jand &c. with such remarks & explanations as will he Sufficient to shew your
Excellency, in some degree, our circumstances & situation. But I much douht
whether you will be able either from it or from what I might attempt to
describe in writing, to discern [comprehend] ye necessity of ye proposed block-
house; for it is impossible by these means to point out ye many ascents &
descents, ye covers & ye various advantages of Ground, by which such an
cnemy as ye Indians may advance upon us, & with what safety they can
retreat again, unless we have this blockhouse to secure such a guard as might
be necessary to annoy them in their retreat, & thereby deter them from
any attempt. All that I shall therefore say upon it is, that I have thought
of ye Uses of it over & over: I have also had an eye to ve Expence of it, 1
have seen in going round ye Settlement at midnight how careless these
unthinking people are about their own security, and how unprepared they
would be for a sudden attack;—and I cannot in justice to myself and ve
Service that I am wupon lin which 1 am employed, engaged] avoid—help—re-
frain from declaring that without such a hlockhouse 1 am convinced ve Settle-
ment may receive such a stroke as would he fatal to it.

I enclose to yvour Excellency Mr. Steinfort’s list of such Germans
as are still at Halifax & entitled to provisions. 1 gave him strict orders to
make it out with great care, and He tells me He is very certain that there
is no person in it, but what has a just claim according to vour Intentions—
Instructions.

As there appears to be a great backwardness in ye people to come
to ye public works, and as interest always prevails beyond persuasion I have
deferred ye distribution of ye tools & other articles till they are in a manner
over. By this means I preserve some influence over them, and have hopes that for
what they expect to receive 1 shall get ye work done, which otherwise by
fair means I could not accomplish.

Hitherto we have had no appearance of any Indians, which 1 cannot
say affords me much Satisfaction, A trifling Stroke would rouse us from
our mistaken security, and perhaps avert some heavier blow that may now
be preparing for us.
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As 1 suspected from ye Situation of one of ve blockhouses & one
storchouse, that there was a necessity for underpinning them 1 consulted
with ye Carpenters & others thereon who all agree that without it they
would he in great danger of falling. 1 should therefore he glad to know in
what manner you would have that done, whether with hrick, with stone, or with
both as may be cheapest & speediest. As to a cellar under ve Blockhouse,
unless we go to a great expence it cannot he worth making. Under ye Store-
house there may be a Very fine one and that done [made] at a very casy rate.

I am also to represent to yvou that there i in my opinion a necessity
for barracks for ye Officers & troops. When 1 =ay barracks I would be
understood to mean some inconsiderable shed, or something of that Sort that
may be raised for very little money; since in these blockhouses it is scarcely
possible for them to subsist during ve Winter. I Yeur Excellency should
he pleased to make such a provision for them, & so lcave ye management of
it to me, I think I can agree with ye Carpenters now here to set up Something
that would be comfortable at half ve Expence you could contract for it [could
get it for by contract] at Halifax. This should he determined upon soon,
otherwise ye Carpenters will he out of work & wanting to return to You.—I

have only to add ete.

To His Excellency ye Governor

Lunenburg 2d July 1753

Sir

The Biddeford Donnel Master having been here so long, Your
Excellency will perhaps imagine that we have not despatched her so soon as
we might have done.  But his long stay has heen entirely owing to ye con-
tinual rains, and ve difficulty there is in getting hands to do so many different
things as are essentially necessary to he done at one & ye same time. We have
not, till Friday last, had 24 hours fair weather for a fortnight, which Tas
not only retarded all our works, hut has ‘also’ brought en fluxes amongst
some of ye people.

This morning arrived Capt. Trivett with bricks & provisions. In
regard to ye letter I shall observe your orders hy Capt. Cotterell.  Altho” to
weigh them must be very inconvenient [troublesome] to us. who want both
time & conveniences for things of that sort. The Warren Capt. Adams came
in at ye same time with Trivett having on hoard only about 12 or 13 hushels
of Potatoes. 1 shall take them eut & distribute them in ve best manner
I can, but I fear not much to ye satisfaction ol ye people as ye quantity ix
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so small. Capt. Cotterell’s saying nothing in answer to my last, 1 fancy it
had not reached you when he wrote. 1 therein mentioned ye underpinning
of one blockhouse and one storchouse, which cannot bhe dispensed with, as
without it they stand in great danger of falling.  Mr. Bulkeley’s plan for
underpinning I have not had time to examine. 1 can only answer to it in
general, that ye stones here are for ye most part round, & therefore not very
fit for that work, nor are they to be got but at some expence. Yet [ should
think it both much cheaper & much speedier to collect them here on ye
waterside, than to bring them from Halifax. Besides, ye money laid out
for that end amongst ye Inhabitants will he of great service ‘to them’, not
only as it will enable them to purchase provisions to help out their slender
allowance, but also to stop in some degree their uneasiness, at not having ye
means of earning any money to procure such necessaries as they cannot live
without.  Your Excellency may be assured that whatever 1 am directed
to do at ye public expence 1 shall manage with ye utmost thrift & Oconomy.
It should he considered that ye allowance of provisions be not less now than
it used to be in Halifax, where ye settlers [they] made shift to live upon it,
vet it is very difficult for them to subsist here when they have not ve oppor-
tunity of earning something by their labour which they did there.  The
Forts, as they are more immediately for securing ye troops than ye line of
picketting is, must, 1 should think, be paid for; nor will it he possible to get
them done otherwise. 1 have left them to be done last, but when once we
begin to pay in money we should get nothing done without it afterwards.
What convinces me that we shall do everything at an easy rate, is that nobody
here can pay but ye public. And as it is impossible for ye people, at present,
to subsist totally on their allowance, labour must be reasonable, & ye laying
out of a little money will furnish us with a good opportunity of rewarding
& punishing properly such as respectively descrve it.

The Deserters & ye single men, by what 1 can understand, are at
much pains to create uneasiness among ye people. The first, I believe, are
moved to it by a pravity of disposition, & ye second from ye greater difficulty
they find of living on their allowance than those families are reduced to,
which have many small Children, for whom they receive as for themselves.
To discover such of these Malcontents as are most mischievous, & of whom
onc would wish to make examples is 1 find impracticable; For ye people
whose business—duty—it is to inform me in these matters arc either unable
or afraid to do it. 1 would not wish to speak thus by way of Complaint
against them, their conduct on ye whole being much to my satisfaction.

As I have not received ye spike nails 1 desired for ye line of picketting
1 was obliged to make use of ye deck nails that were last sent for ye store-
house, which were in weight 160 1b., & which will not be sufficient for a
4th part of ye picketting, Exclusive of ye Forts. T am therefore to heg that

il ve spike nails are not now on their way, they may be dispatched as soon
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as possible, as also 00 weight of Deck nails for ve storehouse floors &c. In
lieu of them I have employed in ye picketting. Should bharracks be built
for ve troops we shall of course want nails of different Sorts.

Altho’ it was thought adviseable not to suffer any English Settlers
to establish themselves here in ye Dbeginning, vet nothing in my opinion
would contribute so immediately to ve welfare & prosperity of ve Settlement
as owr having some such among us whose substance & knowledge in trade
might find employment for ye poorer sort of ye people, i.c. to say such as
would point our to them ye means & methods of improving ve natural
advantages of ve place, Ship-timber, boat-building, barrel-staves, & hoops,
boards & plank & ve fishery, are all articles by which these people, were
they conversant with business, might acquire not only an immediate livelihood,
but such sums of money in ve course of ve winter as would enable them to
purchase stock for ye lands against ve spring.  In this way they would soon
hecome both farmers & traders & having all ye advantages of fertile ground,
fine timber & easy water Carriage together with ye consideration that they
have much industry & little luxury, they would soon be able to undersel
most of ye continent, & consequently grow rich & considerable in a short
space of time. But then as I have already observed they must he put in a
method by people who have judgment to conduct them and money to
cmploy them, & who by their example would render them regular, orderly
& obedient. Whereas at present they seem to think themselves under no
Government hut that of themselves, nor subject to any laws bhut such as their
own Caprice suggests to them. 1 therefore think that if your Excellency
were to dispose of about half a dozen lots to some industrious Englishmen
who might make a beginning in some of ye articles above mentioned, we
should soon find ye good effects of it. But this I offer to your consideration
with all submission.

Several of the Settlers seeing that we have lime have applied for a
distribution of it.  But as no mention is made of that article in my instructions,
I shall deliver none till I have vour orders for so doing.

As we have some smiths among us who will find little employment
as vet from their Countrymen, and as we shall have occasion for many little
trifles to be done in that way, that we cannot always be prepared to send
for from Halifax, I should bhe glad that a little iron & Coal might he lodged
in ve stores for those purposes. It would not only occasion despatch in what
we have to do. but would he some encouragement to ve settlers who are of
that profession.

I must beg for a fresh supply of lamp oil. ye greatest part of that
which was sent having leaked out on hoard ve Albany. We want also two
large stock lochs for the sccond store house. 1 could wish they were hetter

than those we have already, which were scarcely worth putting on ve doors.



32 PUBLIC ARCHIVES OF NOVA SCOTIA

The Trench for ye line of picketting is now finished [nearly done].
and about a 6th part of ye pickets up. But it has proved a far heavier job
than I apprehended it would be from what I heard when at Halifax.

Your Excellency may remember one Vanderhyde a well looking
man who speaks English, French & German very well. 1 helieve I mentioned
him in a former letter, but his continued industry and merit induce me
once more to recommend him to your favour & protection. He has volun-
tarily attended ye Works every day that ye people have been emploved, &
thro’ his “own” management & persuasion has prevailed on more of them
to work than any other has been able to do. As he speaks English so well,
has had some education, & is a rational well behaved man he would be very
fitting for a School Master. But that or any thing else Your Excellency can
do to serve him he really merits.

[What had such a man to do in America? llis merits were suf-
ficient surely to have procured him a comfortable subsistance in his native
Country, or in any Country in Europe. They did it in America. But thro’
many hardships did he pass to find it, and pitiful & precarious was ye pro-
vision even when it was obtained.]

The deficient tools that are most materially wanted are, as well as,
I can judge, in number, as follows.

Narrow axes 300
ironshod shovels 240
Pick axes 150

In ye above articles I am rather under than over.

Last night about 11 O’Clock we had an alarm by a shot that was
fired in ye Town. It gave us ye more disturhbance as two Indians were scen
by an inhabitant in ye afternoon.  But turned out nothing in ye end. I
must own I had a good deal of satisfaction in finding ye militia Companies
so suddenly at their several alarm posts. 1 gave them great praise, and
thanked them for their Vigilance. In return they told me it was no more
than their duty, & that I should never find them deficient in that particular.

Deschamps has been with Capt. Goreham & two whale bhoats in ve
river at ve head of Mahone bay, by which ye Indians pass from Pisiquid to
this part of ye Country. They strictly examined ve Indian paths, hut could
find no signs of any hody’s having passed lately that way. The poor fellow
scems very uncasy about his wife & children, which, if he could get hither,
I believe he would sit down contentedly ‘among us” & be very useful, having
fewer prejudices & more understanding than any inhabitant 1 have vet seen

in ve Country.
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Altho” 1 told Your Excellency in ve beginning of this letter that
Donnel would he ye Bearer of this Letter, yet as ye Warren is an armed
vessel & ready to sail, 1 thought it more proper to commit it to ye care of

Capt. Adams.

As we have fine weather for three days past, ye people have been
very industrious in ve lots, ye greatest part of them are under cover, & their
gardens in so much forwardness that 1 expect within a very short time they
will be applying for more land. 1 wish we may he able to Keep ye cleared
land in a Common.

As ye vessel is ready to sail 1 shall only add that 1 am &e.

July 7th 1753

Dr. Brown’s Comments. [At this period affairs in ve province of Nova
Scotia assumed a gloomy & portentous Aspect. The Military defence in Halifax
was extremely slender. Many apprehensions filled ve minds of ve Inhabi-
tants: ye French in Minas were wavering in their allegiance & ambiguous in
their conduct.  An alarm was spread that Le Loutre & his Indians were heginn-
ing to march on some desperate enterprise.

The Opinion of Col. Lawrence was requested on ye Whole—& after
having given it in a very solid & judicious manner concludes with this eloquent &
descriptive account of his own situation & prospects, of ye situation & prospects
of ve settlement committed to his care & of ve necessity of extending farther
than strict orders would allow ye hounty of Government in their hehalf.]

Such reflections as these lead me to ye consideration of our Circum-
stances here. 1 find myself still more compelled than ever to urge ye necessity
of a farther allowance of provisions to ye people. For hesides that it is really
and truly impossible they should subsist (either now whilst they arc so husily
cmployed, or in Winter when they can have no relief) on their present scanty al-
lowance. You may be assured Sir. if LeLoutre be employed with his Indians no
pains nor promises will be wanting that may delude & seduce away these un-
thinking people. They have alrecady amongst them a report that ve French,
to encourage ye scttlement of St. John’s Island, give to every family there a
certain number of Acres of cleared land, a Cow, a calf. a breeding sow. 3 vears
provisions, and several other articles that to these people scem great temp-
tations. “Here”, they say. “they are working one half ve week & starving ve
other, without any prospect of amendment—hetter days. They are obliged to
spend ye little ready money they have to help out their provisions. They are
wearing out ve few cloaths they have [that remain]. & will he at length with-

out any thing to cover them, & without woney to purchase more.” Thisx ve
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most thinking & best disposed of them are daily representing to he ye sad pro-
spect that lies before them. And I am but too well satisfied from every in-
quiry, & from every discovery I can make, nay [rom ye universal consent of
every person, interested & disinterested, that if ye public hounty in point of pro-
visions he not somewhat extended heyond ye present allowance, ve conse-
quences will certainly be what I mentioned in my last. I declare to you Sir
that, from undoubted authority. I can say, that 3 persons in a family one week
with another, eat ye allowance of at least 7. The addition of 2 Ibs. of bread a
week with molasses would make an infinite difference in ye circumstances
of these poor people. Rum 1 look upon to he a piece of useless luxury, rather
hurting than serving us. But for ye want of bread nothing can make amends,
nor can ye most plausible reasonings or ye most persuasive eloquence satisfy
ve craving of a hungry belly. Capt. Cotterell tells me in his letter that even
to change one species for another cannot he admitted, since ye Lords of Trade
have themselves adjusted ye allowance. If that he ye case I could wish there
were some of their Lordships here (not indeed to partake of our slender fare,)
but in my place, to see whether preaching & practising be ye same thing [to
bring it to ye test] & whether their Lordships by their Rhetoric can work mir-
acles. Itis true we have wood & water, & our sea wants not fish. But we have
no marriages of Cana nor any wonderful draughts. I bheg leave to say Sir
that a little disgust given to these people just now, when we are threatened on all
sides, may have ye most fatal Consequences. The Nation has been at a great
cxpence to bring them over in ye lst place, and at much more in ye next to
settle them bere. To loose [lose] them after all for a trifle would be terrible
indeed. A little would content them; a little would give them Spirits; nay a
little would change them from a set of miserable wretches to a happy & a very
flourishing people; And I helieve likewise to one more manageable than I at
first thought them. I have ye Satisfaction to tell you Sir, that ye desertion is
through our care and Vigilance at an end for ye present la considerable nuiber
of ye settlers of Lunenhburg—of ye single persons who found it difficult to live
....as in a former letter....broke away to ye French] I should not say thro’
our care only, for soon after it took place I hegan to pay them 12d a day for
their labour. This, perhaps you will say, is more than I had a commission
for. Granted. But I thought a desperate disease must have [might admit
or justify] a desperate remedy; and since ve one applied has had ye desired
cffect, I would fain hope it will have your approbation. Before I quit this dis-
agreeable subject give me leave to observe that the cause of complaint is not
effectually removed for tho’ [because] ye money for the public works stops ye
mouths of ye people for a moment, yet that grievous [sore] cvil ye want of
provisions still subsists, and they must either he relieved or they will relapse!—

As ye line of defence is very long from ye upper blockhouse to ye water
side—edge—we are putting up a little log house for a guard at ve end of it, ve
better to secure that part. The expence ol it will be trifling & ye use ol it very
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considerable. 1 therefore thought it unnecessary to wait for Consent, especially

as some of yve carpenters were in a manner without work.

We were lucky enough, from ye information we received to lay hold of
some of ye people that sold off their things & were preparing to desert. 1 sent
them immediately to confinement on hoard ye Albany, and shall treat them
hereafter according to their behaviour, unless 1 receive particular orders from
you in regard to them. Capt. Gorecham & Deschamps with a party of 30 men

went 30 miles in quest of them that escaped from us, hut without success.

In Mr. Bulkeley’s letter he desires to know what gates will he want-
ing. The number will be 5. Two for ye lines; two for ye forts, & one for ye
picketting round ye stores. If you should be surprized that 1 enclosed ye stores,
it is for this reason, that we have no place where we may lodge any thing
with Security, and these people arc such thieves that nothing escapes their
fingers.

Having searched round ye Harbour for stones fit for underpinning; we
have at last fallen on a Sufficiency that may be got at a reasonable rate; so
that the sooner Mr. Bulkeley sends ye masons ye hetter, As that sort of work
requires some time to settle before ye setting in of ye severe weather.

Altho’ my anxiety for ye health & security of ye people made me think
ye Carpenters tedious [dilatory| at first, 1 must own, in justice to them, that
on ye whole they have been pretty industrious, & 1 have hopes that ye work
still to be done in that way will do them praise as well in point of dispatch as
of sufficiency.

I am told, to my great surprize, by some inhabitants from Piziquid that
a French vessel from Beau basin is now trading at Minas.  But 1 hope that it is
too astonishing—presumptuous—too daring—to be true.

Tho’ ye weather is still far from good we keep our health tolerably
well, and ve people, dispirited as they are, cannot he said to want industry
on their lots.  But their attachment to ye place (valuable as it really is),
Their fidelity their obedience, and in short ye Success of every thing
now & hereafter. depends greatly, if not totally, on their heing made casy in re-
gard o their previsions. A few 100 £s so usefully spent at this juncture may
make a difference of many 10004, to ve Colony in ye end.—

To his Excellency ye Governor

forwarded by Cowrie’s Schooner ye 8th.
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Dr. Brown’s comments

[These Evils complained still continued—a letter of ye Sth stated
that Government could go no farther than 6! for ve labours of ve people—an
answer descriptive fervent—cloquent was sent on ye 11th July—

It is in ye other hook from ve Council records & there is not any nec-

essity of transcribing it twice in this rude state—]

{To make the record complete this letter has been copied from the
Minutes of the Council where it was read on July 12th.—The editor.)

Lunenburg 11th July 1733.

I was yesterday honoured with Your Exccllencys Commands in Capt.
Cottcrells Letter dated the Sth Inst. The first article of which I am now to
reply to is that mentioning the employing the Inhabitants in order to distribute
money amongst them and that as the Lords of Trade are so positive in their
directions about the payment of their Passages You cannot consent to my going

further than the sixpences.

If your Excellency pleases to remember hefore our Departure cer-
tain jobbs of work were offered them which if they would do, no other de-
mands would be made on them for their passages, nay, they were even pro-
mised that those jobbs should he made as casy to them as casy as possible.
It is true indeed they did agree to do them, bhut your Excellency well knows what
they did at last amounted to nothing at all and how much more difficult it is
to make them work here under our present circumstances than it was at Hali-
fax I appeal to the testimony of every thinking person in the place, let it be re-
membered that for above two vears together hefore Your Excellency’s arrival
in the province Mr. Cornwallis used every means and method he could con-
trive to get out of those people the Payment of their Freights and at a time
when they had plenty of provisions, were engaged in few or no improvements
for themselves, less disgusted by delays than they are now, under infinitely
more authority and in short differing in every respect as widely from what
they arc at present as we do from the Hottentots—I say Mr Cornwallis then took
every measure in order to recover their freights hut without Effect. 1 would
beg leave to remark also that these People cannot subsist without hoth Cloth-
ing and Provisions. As to the first we have yet no merchants here to pay the
Poor for their labour and thereby help to cloth them. And as to the second
the publick allowance for seven days is harely sufficient for four or five, how
then these People so situated arc to subsist or whether they will not fly to the
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French for relief who certainly make them specious promises of high En-
couragement is what with great difficulty I submit to Your Excellency’s con-
sideration. But as this is a matter of the highest moment, and as I am in some
measure accountable for the Consequences 1 think myself every way bound in
duty as well as inclination to give Your Excellency my sentiments thereon.
The people in general are extremely necessitous and I may say without at all
ageravating the circumstances, in real want of Common Conveniences and
necessaries of life. Victuals above all things they are in absolute want of
and as I observed in a former letter heing unable to subsist for Seven days
on an allowance sufficient for four or five only. They sell off weekly what
Iittle matters they have to enable them to keep life and soul together. 1f it
should be urged that we have some such helps as fish and herbs &c in that
I acquiesce, hut what arc the uses of them whilst we neither have the leisure
nor the means of availing ourselves of them. We cannot build houses, make
gardens Cut timber and take fish at the same time even tho: we had craft
and tackling. Now that the people are harefooted and have neither money
to buy more shoes, leather to make them of nor time to make them in, What are
they to do In short they tell me daily and from all quarters that they have time
to starve in and that is all, Whether they will remain here to do so or not is
what I am in no doubt about, for they have declared their sentiments without
reserve, nothing stopt the desertion but the Twelve pences that 1 have paid them
for their labour and which they are very sensible was intended only as an Ex-
pedient to pacify them until I could apply to Your Excellency for an addition-
al allowance of provisions and nothing keeps them now here hut a dependancc
on vour goodness that they shall have what they cannot many days longer sub-
sist without. This sir I solemnly declare to You is the present state of our Cir-
cumstances and I am still to hope, as you have already broke through their Lord-
ships regulations in regard to the species of provisions by allowing bread in lieu
of some part of the Beef, that you will go still a trifle farther and let the addition
of Two pounds of Bread per Week with Molasses, striking off the Rum without
lessening the Beel. They will then have, God knows, but harely what a hard-
working man can support upon. Such an addition will nevertheless afford
them much relief and consolation. It will convince them that when they
apply with reason they are heard with attention. They will then see that
the Indians have not more howells than the English that they were sent
here not to be starved and heguar’d bhut to be cherished and supported, it will he
then possible to guide and govern them. We shall have. I hope, not only their
Hats hut their hearts, they may perhaps he prevailed on to Work out their
passages with the help of the sixpences. and become by degrees what I most
carnestly wish to see them. a very different people from what every hody sees
them under their present murmurings & complaints.

Suffer me, Sir. to repeat once more that the addition T am so sin-
cerely intrecating for is Two pounds of Bread per Week with Molasses. The
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Expence of it will instantly vanish when you reflect how inconsiderable the
Cost of it will he in comparison of the Vast sums already laid out, and that it is
to be the means—the only means of saving the Settlement. I must not forget to
acquaint You Sir that nothwithstanding what is said in Capt. Cotterells Letter
concerning the freight and sixpences, 1 dare not discontinue paying them
Twelvepence for their labour till I have your liberty to increase their al-
lowance of provisions Was I to strike off the twelve pences to day we should
loose one hundred and fifty families before tomorrow, and what other much
cffects it might have upon the patience of even them that are best disposed
amongst them is what in my judgment ought not to be risqued, tho: the sum
to bhe saved by it was Five hundred Pounds instead of perhaps Twenty or under.
As I have conformed strictly to your Orders in every point where it has heen
possible to do so have made every saving and used my utmost caution and dis-
cretion in all such matters as time and Circumstances would not admit me to
write about, when I may have erred I hope your goodness will hold me excused
imputing my mistakes not to intention hut the want of that wisdom which I am
not so happy to possess—

Signed  Chas. Lawrcnce.

P.A.N.S. Vol. 209, page 379.

[The next letter after this important one of July 11th hears date—]

Lunenburg 1st Augt. 1753.

Decar Sir

As it is now some time since [ wrote to His Exccllency & as he may
imagine it has heen owing to Something extraordinary, I take this opportunity
of acquainting you that all is well. I have met with much opposition in regard
to yve Common, have still many obstacles to get over, hut am not without
hopes that I shall succeed at last. Had I heen able to write any thing satis-
factory upon it hefore, I should not have heen so long silent.  The Bulkeley will
sail in about 2 days with an account of every thing at large — —

My humble respects attend llis Excellency

I am Decar Sir
Your most faithful & humble Servant

To Capt. Cotterell
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Lunenburg 8th Augt. 1753

I had ve favour of Capt. Cotterell’s letters wrote by Your Excellency’s
direction, dated July ve 12, 13, 14, 17, 21 & two of ye 25th 1 had also those
from Capt. Stone of July 24th & 31st—To ye contents of all which I have con-

formed as strictly as I have heen able. Your goodness to ve Settlers in ye aug

mentation of their allowance, gave, as indeed it ought, general satisfaction, and
would, I was in hope, have produced such an entire change in them as must have
been happy for themselves, and easy for those who have ye direction of them.
I flattered myself that such an additional hounty would have put a stop to all
Obstinacy, jealousy, suspicion and misinterpretations, and that every difficulty
about those principal points, ye Common & ye working out of their freight
would have instantly vanished. But I am sorry to observe, Sir, that I have found
myself much mistaken. The proposal of ye Common occasioned such insolence
& outrage as produced at last almost a Rebellion, and as to ye freight money
I neither have been nor am yet able to recover one farthing of it. On ye Contrary
I cannot without great difficulty & much murmuring procure hands to do ye most
necessary works, even at 15 p day, the price I proposed to allow them only
till vou should increase their allowance of provisions. To relate ve particulars
of their horrid hehaviour when they put themselves in arms would he no less
tedious than unneccessary. As Capt. Rous is knowing to every circumstance of
it, I shall therefore say no more upon it than that I have prevailed for ye
Common, & that it was happy things ended as they did, considering with what
premeditated Violence the people were at one time going to work. 1 fear
sir You will think it marvellous that after such indulgences as they have re-
ceived I should be unable to prevail for their freight money, as 1 have
done for ye Common. But your wonder would cease were you privy to a
S0th part of ye perverseness. ve turbulence, ye absurdity & ve unprovoked mad-
ness of these [unthinking| people.  (As a specimen I beg leave to send ye
enclosed paper for vour perusal) In short Sir they must be paid for their
labour, or everything must stand still: unless you approve of our using absolute
force, and what consequences such an attempt might have. may he easily fore-
seen from what has already happened. I shall therefore presume to continue
ve present payment till I know yvour farther pleasure thereon taking all possible
care that every 01 of ye Public money he fairly & justly laid out. I flatter my-
sclf, could you see ve work that has been done for so small return as 80 pounds
which ix nearly what 1 have hitherto expended, 1 should be happy enough
to have Your approbation of my care & Oconomy. As it is, I must content
myself with ve secret satisfaction that arises from a reflection of having faith-
fully discharged ve trust with which vou have honoured me.

Ahsurd & outrageous as these people are in their dispositions 1 must
vet do them ye Justice to observe that they are indefatigable when labouring
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for themselves. Most of them are well under cover. All of them have gardens,
& many of them good Framed Houses. They have cut on ye whole a Consider-
able quantity of hay. They are acquainted with ye Country for 10 miles round;
and the more they know of it the better they seem to like it; insomuch that if
they go on as they have begun, & no froward circumstances put them wrong, they
must, 1 think, in spite of themselves, hecome a flourishing people, & fulfil
[answer] to ye public every expectation formed concerning them.

As Several people who drew lots for this place are still at Halifax,
& consequently nothing is vet done on their lots, I should imagine that such
persons should either forthwith repair hither & improve them or immediately
resign their rights to others who will. Now I am speaking of lots, I must observe
that tho there were at first many spare ones, yet there are now scarcely any left.
This Happens from ye great number that were obliged to exchange on ac-
count of their heing so wet, steep, and stoney as to he totally unserviceable.—
Mr. Mauger, in a letter by ye last vessels. acquainted me that having appecaled
to Your Excellency for a water lot to carry on shipbuilding & ye lumber trade.
you had referred him to me. But as there are no water lots remaining for such
purposes, & indeed never were any from ye heginning in ye Town, I can only
move in his hehalf that He may, if you please to approve of it, have a proper
spot somewhere on ye reserved land to ye Eastward of ye Town, where ye water
is deep & where such conveniences may bhe found as would suit ye business Mr
Mauger proposes to carry on.

Since I wrote last we came to finish ve line of picketting on ye har-
bour Side. The water is thercabouts extremely shallow, & ye sands so deep &
light that we found it impracticable hut at a very great expence to set up ye
picketting so as to secure that end of ye line. I therefore thought it ve speediest
as well as infinitely ye cheapest & securest method instead of framing ye pick-
ctting & carrying it into ye sca, to set up a small loghouse for ye defence of that
part, particularly since at any rate there must, for ye security of ye Town as well
as of ve Stores, have been a guard there or thereabouts. This log house will
answer that & many other purposes. More especially it will tend to prevent an
Enemy’s crossing ve ice in ve winter & falling on ye town hefore ye people
could he alarmed, or if ye Enemy should get in, it would be equally serviceable in
cutting off their retreat that way. Another consideration which induced me to do
this, was that we save by it not only ve difference of expence hetween ye framed
picketing & ve loghouse, hut also ye expence of a Town Gale, which could not
have been dispensed with. For these reasons Sir I hope you will not dis-
approve of this work, tho’, to gain time, I presumed to undertake it, without

first having your permission.

To ye best of my remembrance when I came away you told me ye price
of ve settlers shoes was 3/6 a pair.  Sinee our arrival here Mr. Waite has inform-
ed me that they usually paid (as he thinks) 4% 1 have therefore charged
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them at ye latter price: It being casier to diminish than advance an article of
that kind with people of our Sort. Your Excellency will be pleased to let me
know by ye first opportunity |at] which of these prices ye shoes are to stand at
that I may return ye 6%. if they arc overcharged.

I am desired by ve body of ve people to move Your Excellency for
boards & nails for putting up some kind of fabric wherein they may have di-
vine Service. The labour (being devoutly disposed) they say they will cheer-
fully give. In this I must own, I'd wish they were indulged; for altho’ they
arc unrighteous enough in other respects, yet in their public worship they seem
serious & decent.

In spite of all ye pains I have taken to suppress ye retailing of rum, it
prevails nevertheless without ye possibility of amendment. Mr. Zouberbuhler,
who has taken infinite pains in that, & indeed in every thing else that could
tend to make people regular & orderly seems to think if licenses were granted

to one or two responsible persons in a division, it would have a good effect.

I have delivered 500 feet of hoards & 250 nails to every family upon ye
Spot, and I fancy I have a sufficiency left to finish ye barracks, & any other
little thing that may hereafter be found necessary. So that I hope as all ye
people are contented Your Excellency will not think I have heen a bad manager
in that particular. Out of the 21 casks of lime sent for ye hlock house Chimneys
I have made 7 serve as we have strong clay, and there is a quantity remaining
sufficient for ve two stacks of chimneys in yve harracks. 1 shall want however
a farther quantity, ve particulars whercof I now send to Mr. Bulkeley. Three
of our 6 Grindstones are worn to ye Stumps, the other 3 I have still in ye Stores.
Half a dozen more. could they be spared, would be of much service to us.
In looking over our tools I find an article ye most wanted of any, we are entirely
without, I mean that of Whipsaws, if you have any & if they can be spared,
they will be most acceptable & useful to ye people—

I herewith enclose Your Excellency ye state of ye flour which you
ordered to be weighed upon Oath. It was done in ye presence of ye Master
of ve Albany & of Capt. Jos. Rous. The former has made a demand for him-
self & ve latter also which 1 enclose with ye survey, not showing whether ve
demand be either usual or reasonable.

I am honoured with Your Excellency’s favour of ve 4th by Capt
Barker who with great civility assured me I might depend upon every thing
in his power to promote his Maj. service &c while on this station. Neverthe-
less I cannot part with-from-my good old friend ye Captain of ve Albany with.
out great regret. He always could & I am sure would he useful, particularly in
Nova Scotia a country he knows & likes. Mr. Morrix shall wait on you as soon

ax possible: but I fear if he leaves us without laying out yve garden lots, we
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will [shall] have another general outery. As I know Sir vou have no superiority
[superfluity] of flags, I cannot with decency ask one till you have a fresh supply.
Whenever you can spare us one we should shall be proud to hoist it.

The Families from Jersey appear to he a contented, well disposed
sort of a people. I wish we had 500 such, to settle that fine harbour of La
Have and set an Example to ve Germans of hehaviour worthy of their imitation.

I am with all respect—

Lunenburg 18th Augt. 1733.
Sir

Yesterday came in ye Biddeford Donnell master & ye Meddford Nichols
with provisions, part of ye blockhouse for ye East end of ye Town, and some
other articles. They brought me also a letter from Capt. Stone of August ye
7th written by Your Excellency’s order, & those from Capt. Cotterell of ye 10th
& 13th, to ye contents of which 1 shall reply as they severally occur. But first
Sir, I heg leave to make you my most grateful acknowledgements, for ye kind
& gencrous approbation you are pleased to express [signify] of my conduct.
That you are satisfied with what I have endecavoured to do for ye best, is all ye
recompense 1 could wish, & more than abundantly overpays any pains I could
have heen at for ye public good. In one word Sir to deserve ye continuance
of that favour, with which you have always indulged me, shall be my study

in this & every other Situation.

In Capt. Stone’s letter relating chiefly to ve Gondulas, I am desired
to seid ve best of them back by ye first good opportunity. To say ye truth,
ve best is not very good, & ye other has heen unserviceable [useless] from ye
heginning even altho” I pd. £2.8—to ye Carpenter of ye Albany for repairing
her. How rotten & unserviceable she was Cowey must certainly have known,
much better than I do now to get her back to Halifax; But, if possible, we will
patch her up so as to make her swim, and return her by Donnel, who, Capt.
Stone tells me, has a Hawser for that purpose. 1 ought certainly to have done
this before, but in a multiplicity of things, I confess it escaped me.

Capt. Cotterell’s letter of ve 10th I shall answer hereafter, as to that
of ve 13th ve Ist article is that of ye work, for which he says you cannot think
of allowing more than a shilling P day at any rate, particularly as yve soldiers
can always be got to work for that money. Hitherto Sir | have paid no more
to ve Germans, nor will they, I should hope, ever think of asking more altho’
ve Current price of labour here bhe-is-18%. a day. But if they should we can
always have recourse to ve Soldiers. | have declined as much as possible

cmploying them first hecause ye money that helps ye Germans injures [hurts|
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ve Soldiers, and 2% hecause if ve latter whose duty is very hard are fatigued
thro’ labour by day, they will naturally he most drowsy when they should he
most vigilant, & consequently will be ye least to be depended on when they will
he most wanted.  But at all events Sir I shall take care to keep ve labour for ve
King at 13 while it lasts, and that 1 hope cannot now he long as all our works
arc in great forwardness.

I shall take ve first opportunity of explaining to ve people, that ye
board profess themselves entirely ignorant of ye promises, which they claim in
their petition. Indeed when they hrought it I gave them no other answer to
it, than that ye matter contained in it was utterly false, highly insolent, & that
if ever they came with such another 1 would commit ye bearers to prison as
persons who attempted to disturh ve public peace. About 8 days ago two
Soldiers of Warburtons & a ranger deserted in a boat belonging to Capt. Jos.
Rous. As they were hut indifferent mariners & ve wind pretty high [fresh],
they were driven on shore, & ve hoat stove to pieces hefore they got half
way to Cross Island. One of them we retook another has since Surrendered
himself, and ve 3%, ve Ranger, is still missing. The boat in which they went off
as Capt. Rous & others inform me was worth 20 or 25£s, which to him,
poor man, is a very heavy loss, hesides ye disappointment of ye fishing bus-
iness. He is nevertheless so averse to prosecute ve prisoners according to law,
that I can by no means prevail on him to do it, nor can they he tried here by
a General Court martial for desertion. 1 shall therefore keep them in Irons
till I know your pleasure farther about them. I should think as one of them
surrendered himself & ve other was taken not far from quarters to try & punish
them severely by a regimental Court martial would be sufficient, as it would
distress us much in our duty were we obliged to send Serjeants & Corporals
to prosccute them before a General Court Martial at Halifax.

Mr. Morris who has been very diligent & Active in his affairs, will
I hope finish ye Garden lots so as to be ready to return by Monday or Tues-
day at farthest. The moment he is ready ye Packet boat shall carry him down.

The Store that was first set up is now entirely underpinned. The
cellar dug, and every thing finished fit for receiving ye wet provisions. There
is great room & Convenience in it, & being done fas 1 would fain hopel) at an
casy rate will certainly answer every expectation. A Week’s hot weather in ye
summer and a small leakage of brine from ve pork & heef would he a loss
to ve public, were ve provisions kept in yve upper part of ve Store, amounting
to more than ve whole cost of ve Cellar.  As this underpinning was ye prin-
cipal piece of masonry [we were engaged in|, I have granted Mr. Best's request
of returning to Halifax for some days. But I am to beg Your Excellency
will order him here again. by ye first convevance after his arrival. that he may
be answerable. as certainly he oueht 10 be: for ve work done in his way.

For my own part, | shall take what care 1 can, but as I am not conversant
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with things of that kind, and ye Mason work is all done by Contract, unless
some judicious person he present it would, of course, he bhut slightly executed.—

Besides ye Bricks that have been bhrought from Halifax we have had 4
Vessel loads amounting to 186,000 from Mr. Hancock (of Boston) which alto-
gether will be more than sufficient to serve ye Settlers & ye public works, so
that if Your Excellency should have ordered any farther quantity from Bos-
ton than those we have already received I fancy it would be best (if you approve
of it} that I should forward them to Halifax. But from Mr. Hancock’s last
letter I conclude he did not purpose sending any more.

Before 1 left Halifax you made mention of printing ye provincial laws,
which if ready would be of great service to us here. We have many little thefts
& petit larcenies that ye justices for ve want of those laws arc at a loss to

punish properly.

Altho’ the money I brought with me from Halifax for ye public ser-
vice be not yet expended, I shall nevertheless be in want hefore another supply
can get hither. I am therefore to beg Your Excellency will please to direct
that £50 or thereabouts he forwarded by ye 1st Conveyance. If in ye mean-
time I can pick up any small sums in ye Merchants here I conclude I may take
them giving bills on Mr. Green.

1 dam &C""

Lunenburg 27 Augt. 1753
Sir

This moment arrived the bearer hereof James Carlisle in ye Sca-
flower from Boston with 61,500 bricks as P bill of lading enclosed in Mr. Han-
cock’s letter, having no occasion for them here, & having already received your
instructions on this head, 1 thought it proper to forward them immediately
for Halifax, particularly as Mr. Hancock’s letter makes mention of 55™. more
that are now on their way. When they arrive 1 shall forward them also un-
less in ye mean time 1 find by looking again over ye Receipts & issues of
bricks that we shall have occasion for more than what are as yet unexpended.

The Seaflower has on hoard as Per receipt enclosed some articles for
Your Excellency, to which I have taken ye liberty to add some Nuts ye natural

growth of Lunenhurg, whereof 1 beg ye favour of your acceptance-of them.
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‘Ere now I hope Your Excellency has reccived my letters by Mr. Morris
in Donnell who sailed ye 25th.  As ye public works & other husiness here will
I hope he chiefly done in a fortnight or thereabouts, & as I have affairs of
some consequence to write home about, which 1 did not foresee when I set
out for this place, & therefore cannot adjust till I return to Halifax, I am to hope
Your Excellency will grant me permission to get back hefore ye Men of war
sail, even tho’ ve thing should not take place about which Mr. Cornwallis
wrote. [Governor Hopson going home. Lawrence in quest [sight] & in hopes
of preferment.] As Mr. Hancock desired I would forward vour things with
all possible despatch, I have not detained ye vessels 2 hours & therefore hasten
to assure Your Excellency that I am with all respect &c

The Governor

Lunenburg 28th Augt. 1753

Yesterday just after 1 had dispatched ye Scaflower Carlisle Master,
arrived ve Bearer Wm. Grow of ye Sloop Lucy 55". more. Ten of these
I have taken out here for fear more should have heen stolen than we imagine
and a deficiency thereby occasioned. What we have with ye 10,000 will doubt-
less be sufficient, provided there be no mistakes in our accounts or Cal-
culations.—

Having written so lately as yesterday, I have nothing further to add
at present than that I am with all respect Sir

Dr. Browns Comments. |1t would appear that ve next account which
was carried to Halifax of ye German Settlers & ye Town of Lunenburg was
Delivered by Mr. Lawrence in person

The most important part of ye work was now happily concluded.
A Town was planned and built—a new stroke was added to ye uncultivated
coasts of N. America. A discontented people were daily hecoming more quiet
and ye views of Government hegan to be accomplished. |
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