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PREFATORY NOTE

(BHIS bulletin is an experiment and as such not without

imperfections. It might be called the documentary
history of a new educational policy, or rather of the sources
and beginnings of a new policy, as it does not pretend to
trace that policy through to fruition. However, when
read in conjunction with secondary materials referred to in
the footnotes, it should throw sufficient light upon one
landmark in the history of that policy to enable a student
to follow the principle clear-eyed to its logical conclusion.

The documents in this bulletin were compiled by Miss
Winifred McFatridge from the originals in the Public
Archives of Nova Scotia, which varied in size, shape and
content. As we have checked very carefully every name,
place and item of information, the copies here printed are
accurate as to fact though not identical as to form. My
introduction is as brief as it could be made, consistent with
clearness and the necessity of pointing out the implications
of the documents.

D. C. HARVEY.



INTRODUCTION

THE documents printed below, most of them for the first time, are designed

to reveal the foundations on which our present educational system was
built. Though they deal almost entirely with educational conditions in Nova
Scotia in 1824, they embody the findings of the first comprehensive survey
that was made in the province and explain why a joint committee of the
legislature cecided that a radical change in policy was immediately necessary.

The report of this committee which follows the reports of the special
commissioners, went to the root of the problem in recommending free schools
based upon a general and equal assessment on the whole population according
to each man’s abhility to pay. In preparing their report for the legislature
the committee made a study of educational systems in other countries, partic-
ularly in Scotland and New England, but in presenting it they mentioned
only Scotland specifically. This was in line with official policy of that time
because relations between Great Britain and New England were much strained
over economic questions and it would not have appeared loyal for Nova Scotians
to be imitating their great rival; but the abstracts from the school laws of
NMassachusetts Bay, herk printed, were made and studied by this committee
in 1825, and, as a matter of fact, the New England system of provision for
free schools was more nearly embodied in their report than the Scottish paro-
chial system which they claimed to be adopting. To illustrate this contention,
abstracts from two reports of later committees of the Assembly have also
been printed, one for 1836 and another fcr 1838.

In the report for 1836 the committee mention the North American States
first but still speak of grafting something approaching to the Scottish system
upon the Nova Scotian stock. At the same time they definitely show their
preference for free schools and general assessment although they feel that
their constituencies are not vet ripe to assume the burden. However a dis-
tinct advance is noted in their thinking, when they say, “Men of easy cir-
cumstances should bear in mind that, in thus contributing their guota, they
are multiplying the chances of bringing forward those rare talents which
cccasionally appear among the humbler orders, and which, in many instances,
when thus receiving the advantage of early culture, have given a powerful
impulse to those Arts and Sciences from which all men derive an immediate
and personal gratification.”” This is a new note and the first clear expression
by the Assembly of the now commonplace theory that the province would
derive positive cultural as well as negative police values from democratic
education. Incidentally, this report anticipates but slightly the first clear-
cut demands for responsible government and the overthrow of monopoly
and privilege in church and state.

In the report of 1838 the committee examined the experience of Scotland,
New England and Prussia pointing out the different background of each of
these educational systems but paving a warm tribute to the system of teacher
training, which had been set up in Prussia and was being imitated throughout
Europe and the British Isles. Again it was only the fear of their constituencies
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that made them hesitate to recommend the immediate adoption of com-
pulsory assessment; but it is clear that by 1838 the legislators were alive
to the desirability of free schools, general assessment and adequate teacher-
training. A careful study of these documents alone will, therefore, enable
the student to discern the sources and underlying principles of our educational
system as well as the reasons for the hesitation of the legislators to embark
upon the troubled sea of compulsory assessment. All the eloquence of Howe
in 1841 and the eager enthusiasm of J. W. Dawson, our first superintencent,
could not overcome this well-grounded hesitancy. Even in 1865, after almost
forty years of continuous propaganda on behalf of the principle, its enforce-
ment cost its supporters many a vote. Eut in the meantime the question Lad
been complicated by denominational rivalries which were barely in their
infancy in 1825, so that it is not improbable that if the principle of com-
pulsory assessment had been fully adopted in the Act of 1826 much of the
later bitterness might have been avoided.

But the first point to observe in these documents is the conviction of the
Assembly in 1825 that a change of policy was imperatiie. Hitherto they
had relied on the bounty system for the encouragement of education as for
the encouragement of agriculture, ship-building and fishing; but in education
this had proved a failure, and, because of that failure, the first commissioners
of education in Nova Scotia had been appointed in 1824 to make such a sur-
vey as would suggest a line of future policy.

This bounty system had been inaugurated in 1808. Prior to that date
the only provincial aid to education comprised the grants to King's College
and the Halifax Grammar School. Cther legislation had been regulatory
and scmewhat restrictive in regard to private schools or itinerating school-
masters, and the children of Nova Scotia as a whole were entirely neglected
except for the eflorts of the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel and the
casual training provided by the more prosperous parents in Halifax, Western
Nova Scotia and the district of Pictou.! But in 1808 an act was passed offer-
ing a bounty for three years to those townships or settlements that would
provide schools for their children. Though the act was to be in force for three
years only three schools were established under it at a total cost to the pro-
vince of £120.2

However, in 1811, new legislation was enacted along the same lines and
this act with amendments designed to ensure its honest working remained
in force until 1822. The same year a Grammar School act was passed and
remained in force until 1825. These acts provided bounties for both primary
and secondary education, and were expected both to inculcate a belief in the
necessity of general education and to supply through the grammar schools
an adequate number of teachers for the elementary schools.

The achievements and disappointments of these acts have been set forth
- in considerable detail in the Journal of Education.s Here it is sufficient to
note what they cost the province and how far they succeeded.

In 1812, while the schools were getting established by degrees, the ex-
penditure of the province under both acts was £1500; in 1813, £2105. 1. 8;
in 1814, £1976; in 1815, £2087. 10; in 1816, £2433. 2. 9; in 1817, £3175 and

1. James Bingay, Public Education in Nova Scotia, Kingston 1919.
Patrick Wilfrid Thibeau, Education in Nora Scotia before 1811, Washington, D.C., 1922.

2. D.C. Harvey, A Forgotten School Act, Journal of Education for Nova Scotia, March 1934.

3. D. C. Harvey, The Grammar Schools of Nora Scotia, 1811-25, Journal of Education, January 1934.
English Schools in Nora Scotia, 1811-25, Journal of Education, May 1934.
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in 1818, £4375. On the face of it this showed a steady increase in the number
of schools being established; but the legislature was aware that certain abuses
were creeping in and that the more well-to-do settlements were in a sense
raiding the treasury to the neglect of the poorer children and contrary to
the intention of the acts. Accordingly, in 1819, the common school act was
amended so as to provide for a stated number of poor children being taught
free out of the bounty and to provide against trustees and clerks of the peace
exacting commissions for their services. In 1820 the amount of the bounty
was reduced; and in 1821 the trustees were required to affirm that the money
alleged to have been subscribed locally in order to qualify for the bounty
had been actually collected and paid out, and also to send to the provincial
secretary a certified nominal roll of the pupils in attendance.t As a result
of these increasingly stringent but necessary regulations, the bounty received
diminished rapidly, as did also the number of common schools; but the bounty
to the Grammar Schools, which were almost entirely financed by the govern-
ment, remained stationary at between £1100 and £1200 per year. Thus
until May 1, 1819, when the first amendments came into force, the expend-
iture on both types of schools was £3481. 9. 3. In 1820 it was £4471. 0. 5%;
in 1821, £3174. 12. 6; in 1822, £2406. 19. 10%; in 1823, £1190. 0. 103; in 1824,
£1382. 17. 8, and in 1825, £447. 5. 11. During the last three years the bounty
was absorbed almost entirely by the grammar schools alone as only an occa-
sional special grant was made to common schools; and, sad to relate, as soon
as the grammar school act expired the grammar schools also ceased to exist.

From this it is clear that the bounty system in education had not achieved
its purpose. Instead of creating in the popular mind a desire for the general
diffusion of knowledge, ultimately by their own efforts, it had succeeded only
in helping the more prosperous elements of the various townships to educate
their own children, and these more prosperous people manifested no sense
of responsibility for the children of their poorer neighbours. At the same
time the poorer and more scattered settlements had been unable or unwilling
to raise a sufficient sum locally to enable them to share in the public bounty.

These facts were apparent to the Assembly when the returns of 1821 were
presented but, whether from inertia or local pressure, they attempted to
have the bounty system continued in three successive sessions. Finally the
council, in rejecting an education bill for the third time, declared in favour
of some new system on the ground that they were willing to concur in a bill
that would afford reasonable assistance to poor persons to enable them to
teach their children reading, writing and arithmetic, but that they would
not assent to any bill that provided ““for the education of the children of the
rich and the poor indiscriminately at the public expense.”” This declaration
of the council does not mean that they were in favour of free schools, general
assessment or even of general education per se, but rather that they had the
European idea of individual responsibility on the part of the well-to-do for
the private education of their own children coupled with a limited public
responsibility for a minimum of education for the lower classes. In any event
it forced the hand of the Assembly, which decided to appropriate £120 for
each of the counties or districts of the province, to be expended in aid of poor
children or sections by such commissioners as the Lieutenant Governor should
appoint. It was these commissioners ad hoc, who made the reports here print-
ed, and furnished the materials for the joint committee of the legislature in

4. For an illustration of the immediate effects of these amendments see Appendix E.
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1825, which in turn recommended the complete abolition of the bounty system
and the adoption of a system of free schools and compulsory general assess-
ment, coupled with the idea of temporary provincial aid for poorer sections.
As suggested above, the tortuous history of school legislation in Nova Scotia
between 1825 and 1865 resulted from the failure of the legislature to imple-
ment this report of its joint committee at that time; and, after wandering
in the wilderness for forty years, the legislators did not go much further than
they had been enjoined to go at the earlier date.

The selections from the reports of 1836 and 1838 show that, while it is
true that ideas are not restricted by national bounds, it is equally true that
no alien system can be adopted in its entirety, but must first be modif.ed and

adapted to the new soil in which it is planted or to the old stock on which it
is grafted.



Reports of Special School Commissioners

I
COUNTY OF ANNAPOLIS.

(a) Eastern District.
Annapolis Royal,
12th April, 1824,
Sir:

We beg leave to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, informing us that
His Excellency the Lieut. Governor has been pleased to nominate us Com-
missioners for the purpose of expending a certain sum of moneyv granted in
the late Session of the General Assembly in the encouragement of education
throughout the Province.

We are grateful to His Excellency for the confidence he has been pleased
to repose in us, and we beg leave to assure him that he may at all times
command our best services.

The Commissioners regret that the report which they have now the honor
to transmit is not so full and accurate as they could wish: They are aware
that His Excellency is soon to leave the Province and they have therefore
lost no time in soliciting and forwarding as much information as they were
enabled to do in the short time allowed them.

We have the honor to be

Sir;
Your most obedient Servts,
John Millidge.
H. N. Arnold.
Thos Ritchie.
To
Sir Rupert D. George,
&c. &c. &c.

Answers to Certain Queries Respecting Schools.

How many schools are there in the Eastern District of the County of
Annapolis, and where are they situate?

There are in the District Twenty eight schools.

In Wilmot Eight situate as follows: 1st. On the Post Road near Martins.
2 On the Post Road near Leonards. 3 Near Marshalls back of Leonards.
4 Gates Settlement. 5 Near Nichols at the foot of the mountain. 6 Hanley
Mountain. 7 Gates Settlement. 8 Gates Settlement over the Mountain.

In Granville Ten situate as follows: 1 Near Bridge Town. 2 At Baths.
3 Near Methodist Chapel. 4 At John Bents. 5 Middle Church. 6 Near
A. Troops. 7 Near Stoney Beach. 8 Near William Andersons. 9 Near
Isaac Worsters. 10 Near the Gut of Annapolis.

In Annapolis Seven situate as follows: 1 At Nictau Falls. 2 Cn the
Western side of the River. 3 At Hicks Bridge. 4 At Round Hill. 5 Corner
of Dalhousie Road. 6 Town of Annapolis Royal. 7 Town of Annapolis Royal.

In Clements Two situate as follows: 1st At Moose River. 2d Near
Henry Vrooms.
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In Dalhousie one situate about midway between Annapolis and the cross
Road.
Liverpool Road one situate near the cross Road.

What are the Names and Characters of their Masters?

Wilmot: 1 John Ruggles. 2 Darcy. 3 Henderson—Respectable. 4
Murray—Respectable. 5 Robert Stone—Respectable. 6 x. 7 x. 8 Smith.

Granville: 1 x. 2 Lesley. 3 Walters—Respectable. 4 Roney—Re-
spectable. 5 Wilson—Kespectable. 6 Nichols—Respectable. 7 x. 8 Ne-
ville. 9Snow. 10Quin—Respectable.

Annapolis: 1 Gallagher—Respectable. 2 Little. 3 x. 4 Forest—
Respectable. 5 Marshall—Respectable. 6 Corbett—Respectable. 7 Miss
Bailey—Respectable.

Clements: 1 Townsend. 2 Anderton.

Dalhousie: James Hull—Respectable.

Liverpool Road: Williams—Respectable.

How many children attend the same?

The Commissioners at this time cannot be as particular as they could
wish on this Question, they are of opinion the following is a fair average—
tosay. Wilmot each school 25 Scholars, Granville 25, Annapolis 30, Clements
20, Dalhousie 35, Liverpool Road 20.

What is the common Allowance per Annum made to the Master for the
Tuition of each child?

Forty shillings.

How much thereof is actually paid in cash:

Contracts are generally made, payable in money, or produce is taken,
it is received at the cash price.

What in the opinion of the Commissioners would be a fair allowance for
each if paid in money?

Forty shillings per Annum.

In the agreement with the Masters is it usual to insure to them a stipulated
sum or does their pay depend upon the number of their scholars?

In almost all cases except in Annapolis Royal a specific sum is agreed
for to be paid the Master, the pay in Annapolis Royal depends upon the
number of Scholars.

How many children are there in the Neighbourhood of each school re-
maining without instruction in consequence of the inability of their parents
to pay for their Ecucation?

The Commissioners are at present unable to state the number in the
Neighbourhood of each school, there are very many in the district.

What settlements are there in the District in which, from the poverty of
the Inhabitants no schools are yet established in which they are really wanted?

Wilmot: New Canaan Road; on the General Ruggles road over the
mountain — on the road from Hanley Settlement to Granville line —

Granville: Chutes Cove — Bents Settlement — Parkers Cove — Dalhousie
— Paradise Lake: Eastern end of the settlement.

What would be the expense per Annum of supporting a School in each
of such settlements?

Forty five pounds.

What part thereof in your opinion would the Inhabitants be willing to
subscribe?
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New Canaan Road one Half - General Ruggles Road one Half - Road
from Hanley Settlement one Half — Chutes Cove, three fourths. Eents settle-
ment one Half, Parkers Cove one Half - Paradise Lake unable to make any
payment — Eastern end of Dalhousie settlement, the same —

x The Commissioners have not at this time ascertained the names of the
master —

John Millidge.

H. N. Arnold.

Thos Ritchie.

12 April, 1824,

(b) Western District.
Digby, 24th May, 1824.
Sir,
Inclosed I have the Honor to send answers to the queries proposed by
His Excellency Sr. James Kempt relative to the state of schooling and of
school masters in the Western District of the County of Annapolis -
I could not be more early on account of the distance at which the Revd
Mr. Gilpin & Monr. Segogne reside from me — with those gentlemen & with
the Revd. Mr. Viets I have fullv communicated — We all concur in opinion
and in assuring You for His Excellencys information of our chearful readiness
to forward His Excellencys plans relative to the subject whenever He shall
Honor us with his commands -
I have the Honor to subscribe myself
Sir
Yr. Respectful Hble Servt
P Wiswall.
The Hon
Sr Rupert George Bart.

Answers to the queries respecting the state of Schooling and School
Masters —
To the firsi—

There is no permanently established school in the Western District of
Annapolis — In some neighbourhoods, particularly in the Town plot of Digby
and at Sissibou River, there has been a school kept, with few intervals of
omission, since the early settlement of the country — At the former place
there is a rough school-house erected on the Church-ground, in which, a Cate-
chist of the Venerable Society teaches reading, writing and common arith-
metic gratis to a certain number nominated by the Rector, and to all other
applicants, at the current price of tuition — There are other small slightly-
built school-houses in various other places, of which a list is subjoined — These
have been erected by local contributions — The perplexed right of property
in them is frequently matter of dispute and sometimes of contention — Tran-
sient schools generally find accommodation in them but sometimes are re-
fused it. —

To the second—
We add a list of such Masters as we know of being licenced, and also of
such others as are general residents — None of these are constantly employed
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— At some periods, their respective neighbourhoods are scant of a sufficiency
of uneducated children to form a school, — At other times, our resident masters
are undervalued and underbid by itinerant strangers who offer to teach — Of
these latter, some few have proved respectable and well qualified persons
reduced (for the time) to the necessity of gleaning up any sort of honest sub-
sistance, but many more have proved abandoned characters, sufficiently
specious to deceive the ordinary class of settlers, though, without any one
solid literary qualification — Male and female instructors (not making teach-
ing their steady profession) are occasionally engaged in neighbourhoods for
a single season — These are often of the friends or relations of such neighbour-
hoods, disengaged (for the time) from more profitable employment —

To the third, — fourth and fifth -

The number of scholars attendant upon a school is very fluctuating —~ In
the closest neighbourhoods, that, would be a very full school, which, should
embrace, during the most favorable seasons of the year, from thirty five to forty
scholars, including both sexes —, and during some parts of the year it must be
expected to dwindle down to ten or fifteen — Children dwelling more than
three miles from the school-house cannot well attend — Children of the poorer,
— and perhaps those of the next rising class of settlers, after the age of ten
or twelve years cannot well be spared from work — If such improve in learning
after that age it is, by means of Night-Schools, kept in time of Winter — One
or two neighbourhoods of our thickest settlements, may afford, within a sweep
of three or four miles from a common centre, a constant annual list of sixty
children (including both sexes and all ranks and degrees) between the ages
of four and twelve, — But, inferior health, — or the occasional want of decent
cloathing are drawbacks from the school, - And so also are indifference,
unsettled views, — domestic bustle, prejudices, — as well as, in some cases,
real poverty, and in others, coveteousness - subject, as every school is, to these
deductions and considering that, the maximum of learning sought by the
generality is no more than to read and write indifferently, and to cypher so
far as to cast up pounds shillings & pence, it is not to be expected that, our
best settled neighbourhoods could enable a school to average more than thirty
scholars (boys with girls) by the Year. — Thirty scholars at the usual average
price of ten shillings pr. quarter would amount to Sixty pounds, - But as
some of this price is slowly and badly paid and but little of it in cash, that
Master may be said to have done uncommonly well, who, by a years employ-
ment, has realized fifty pounds — Out of this deduct his board and lodging,
taxes, washing and mending, and he may have remaining twenty pounds,
which is equal to the wages usually paid to a farming labourer — For one
Master that realizes as much as this there are two who fall greatlv short of it
— Hence it isnot to be wondered at, that the class of teachers employed amongst
us are humbly qualified even to a proverb — They impart to the settlers a little
(perhaps) useful though rude scholarship, but nothing that can possibly
elezate them, — and they are impediments in the way of better teachers that
a few scattered respectable families might wish to introduce —

To the sixth

Agreements made with the Masters are as various as are their characters
and as are the temporary circumstances of the respective neighbourhoods
— The most common method is, for a quorum of settlers to subscribe for a
certain number of scholars {0 be furnished by them, or, to that amount in tuition
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money, at all hazards - If this amount seems sufficient to the Master to ad-
venture upon, he undertakes, trusting to chance and good management for
the acquisition of more — Sometimes the Master stipulates for his board,
and a certain allowance of wages, to teach a limited number of children to
be sent by his employers, or all they may chuse to send &c &c - It is usual
however for the Master to reserve to himself some contingent privilege -

To the seventh

It is not possible to answer this query with precision — In each neighbour-
hood there are many settlers who would be perple:ed in finding means to pay
in cash — There are still more who would feel it no indignity to have their
children taught upon charity — But, there are only a very few so poor as to
be unable to pay (in produce of some kind) the little pittance here exacted
for tuition, especially as, the sort they require is not only very humble in
kind, but the quantum of it, which suffices them, is very small - The true
difficulty under which the new settler labours does not arise so much from the
price (f tuition as from the impracticability of keeping up a constant supply
of it — The settlers in general are progressively improving their circumstances,
but having mostly set out very poor, and the country being naturally slow
in yielding its profits, some considerable time must elapse, before this difficulty
will be subdued by means of a wealthier and denser population — In the mezn
while, the lower orders may be said to suffer for the means of school education
occasionally, while the better (and perhaps on that account declining) class
suffers all the time —

To the eighth and ninth

As before observed, none of our neighbourhoods have a constant or
permanently established school — The settlers in the Town plot of Digby and
at the mouth of Sissibou River come nearest to the accomplishment of this
end - The whole Western District of Annapolis County might be cast into
eleven school circuits of nearly equal magnitude and population — Each of
these eleven would embrace an extent of land sufficient for a very large parish
or township — In the present state of our settlements each one affords some
central spot that is moderately populous — A regular school in each of these
central positions would prove more or less beneficial to all the settlers, but
least perhaps to the poorest — for our poorest settlers are nowhere to be found
in a body, but detached and scattered on the out skirts, upon new or barren
tracts — The constant residence however of a sober, moral and orderly school-
master, though possessing but slender literary qualifications, would be ad-
vantageously felt throughout the circuit — The decease of most of our elders
has left the present race of our inhabitants without any means of benefiting
by examiple, — But, one correct stationary man, aiced by the occasional visits
and correspondence of the District Clergy, might strengthen the influence
of the well disposed, and preserve socmething of just moral sentiment alive —

To support such a school-master in a decent state of life would require
thirty pounds by the Year over and above all he could expect to derive from
the settlers for, perhaps, fen years to come — If the place and times for holding
his school, the ages at which he should receive scholars, — the number to be
taught gratis, — the rates of tuition money for the rest, — the school books
to be used, and other matters of regulation were to be peremptorily settled
and mace public by /s and their superiors, the people would soon fall quietly
into the habit of sending their children to the full of their ability, - And the
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result would probably yield to the Master a steady product of from thirty to
forty pounds - with an income of Sixty pounds or, a little upwards, aided
by the industry of his own wife and family, a School-Master could live, in a
country neighbourhood, with tolerable comfort and suitable cecency.

We are well aware that, the money now at His Excellency’s disposal is
inadequate to the supporting this proposed system, — and perhaps, ccnsider-
ing the peculiar circumstances of this district, — is insuff.cient to eflect any
important benefit to the children of our extensively scatliered poorer class —~
Our endeavor is to gitve His Excellency a clear exposition of the present state
of this part of the province as respects education, so that He may judge of
the practicability of extending it to more or less of our poor — And, whatex er
course His Excellency may prescribe we will with great satisfaction support,
according to the best of our abilities —

We further beg leave respectfully to add that, It has been suggested as a
sure method of preserving and gradually diffusing useful knowlecge through
this District, to aim first at the establishment of ¢ne gocd english school that
should af.ord tuition freely, to a limited number of the decent poor, and, at
a moderate price, to all other children — It is said that, such a school might
steadily hold up one correct example, and become (at the least) the nursery for
a better class of minor teachers of our own growth, if it aid not prove the
mother of a sufficiency of similar schools where circtmstances invited — The
kind of School proposed, to consist of three classes — In the first class, to be
taught reading and meat handwriting, — In the second, common arithmatic,
— In the third, compound arithmitic with as much of gecmetry as is applicable
to ordinary mensurations —

It might be unjust to force, — And it would otherwise be impracticakle
to unite the gencrality of this District in a scheme of this kind, because, to all
but a few, the adiantages would appear discourageingly remote and ccn-
tingent — There are a very few liberal minded persons, in various parts of our
Townships, who would probably aid any spirited neighbourhood that should
undertake such a project — But all the means they could afford would not
enable such neighbourhood, without foreign assistance, to effect it — Cur country
has, for a long time, gone backwards as respects intelligence, a suitable teacher
therefore must be sought with care and expence from a distance — Such an one
would not come without the assurance of a competent salary secured for a
considerable term of duration — Now it is expedient that, a respectably settled
school-master should be a married man — as such, he should be furnished with
a dwelling-house and school-house rent free, — Be exempted from, or indemni-
fied against personal taxation, and have a certain clear annual stipend of
not less than one hundred pounds — Short of this provision no properly qualified
man could be obtained, — and considering the great expenditure of fuel and
cloathing in this climate, and the high price of the latter article, no school-
masters family could subsist with comfort and the requisite decency on a
smaller allowance — It is just harely possible that, some one settlement within
this District could make provision for such a school & master with a foreign
assistance of not less than Sixty pounds pr. annum



EARLY EDUCATIONAL POLICY 13

1.—LI1ST OF SCHOOL HOUSES. Miles
In the Town-plot of Digby................... .. one Dist from Digby 0
At the Grand Joggin........... .............. one ‘“* “ i 4
Marshal Townridge. . . ................ ...... one % * “ 6
North side St. MarysBay. .................... one *“ “ s 12
Sissibou River..... ... .. ... ... ... .. ... ..., one “ ¢ . 18
GulliversHole. . . ........ .. ... .. ............ one “ ¢ “ 10
Sandy Cove. .......... .. one ‘“ “ 15
Grand Passage. . ............................. one “ 40
Clare. . oo o n e e e one ‘* * g 30

2—LIST OF SCHOOL MASTERS.

JESSE HoYT - aged about 60 — married — licenced and emrloyed in Digby
as the Societys catechist — A sober orderly man —

JONATHAN RANDALL aged about 70 — licenced and usually employed about
the Crand Joggin, but sometimes 15 miles distant, on the Neck -

JOHN MORFORD — aged about €5 — married, usually employed between Digby
& Sissibou - licenced —

J. DALTON - licenced - employed sometimes at Sissibou and sometimes on
the Neck — aged about 50 -

JoHN B. GREGG - aged about 30 - single, employed sometimes at Grand
Passage & sometimes at Sissibou —

EpwArRD FowL — employed with his wife in a little school on St. Marys Bay
road —

PIERRE Louis BUNELL and Louis DUBOUILLON are two teachers in Clare of
competent ability — Natives of old France and resident here, the one,
30 years, the other about 10 years
3—ScHooL CIRcUITS - for the Western District of Annapolis, each com-

prising nearly an equal number of settlers —

1 — The country included between Bear River and the Joggin road towards
Shelburne -

2d - Digby Town plot and the vicinity — 3d — North shore of St. Marys Bay
from the Marsh to Oldmans point — 4th Weymouth and the vicinity -
5th — 6th — 7th — the upper, middle and Mentegan Districts of Clare —
8th — Grand Passage including Long & Breyer Islands — 9th Little River
and Sandy Cove — 1Gth — Trout Cove & Gulliver Hole — 11th Broad
Cove and Mountain settlements —

N.B. - Whole population about 5,000 souls -

I1

DISTRICT OF COLCHESTER
Truro, August 19, 1824.
Sir:

Your Letter respecting the expenditure of the Money voted by the House
of Assembly, at their last Session, for the encouragement of Education in this
District was duly received. In order that we might be able to furnish the
information required by His Excellency, Sir James Kempt, on this important
subject, we thought proper to correspond with some leading characters in
the different Townships and Settlements within our limits. The returns from
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some of those correspondents have but lately come to hand. This accounts
for our answer to Sir James’ Questions having been so long delayed.

We have endeavoured to make our returns in a form, which we hope will
meet with approbation. Any other communication that we may be honoured
with on this subject we will most readily attend to, both because we take
pleasure in executing the commands of the Governor, and in furthering obiects
which tend to promote the welfare of the Community.

We have the honour to be,

Sir,
Most respectfully
Your obedient Humble servants
John Waddel
Jno Burnyeat
P. Suther
J. J. Chipman
To Sir Rupert D. George Bart.
Halifax

State of Education, with other particulars relative thereto, in the
Bistrict of Colchester.

No. of Schools and situation of the same:
Teachers names and characters
(1) 1 at Tatamagouche, (in the cen-
tral part of the Settlement). . John Currie. of good moral conduct.
(2) at Coldstream.. .| .............. George Campbell.
(3) at Shubenacadie.| (Gays River)..James Elder.
(4) at the lower part}

of the Dis-
trict. . ... ). M. T. Smith.
all respectable men.
(5) 6 at Londencerry............... Thos. Craig,

Adam Murray,

Michael Furlow,

Wm. Delaney,

Hugh Brodie,

Thos. Soley,
The characters of scme of them
very good: of others indifferent.

(6) at Middle Stewiack............. George Crookshanks. Conduct good
competent also.

(7) near to the Revd. Mr. Graham'’s. . John O’Connor. fair.

(8) at the Upper Bridge............. Wm. Fulton. good.

(9) at the Head of the Settlement... . Mr. Hanna. of good morals well
educated too.

(10) at the South Branch.............Mr. Ryan. good.
(11) in Hugh Dunlop’s neighbour-
hood.................... .. John Corbet. a worthy young man.

)12) 2 at Upper Musquodoboit. . .. ... not ascertained. not ascertained.
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(13) 3at Economy..................

(14) near the centre of Earl Town,
a new settlement on the
Road between Onslow and
River John................

4 in Onslow: (15 to 18)

in Higgins Village. . ............

in Dickson’s do

in Crows do

(18) in the North River..............

(19) near Ths. Christie’sin Truro. ... ..

(20) atOldBarns...................

(21) at Brookfeld...................

(22) 5inthe Upper Village of Truro. . . .

(15)
(16)
(17)

(23) in Lower village

No. of Children in the
Schools:

The Teacher’s allow-
ance:

Charles Spraul
James Hopkins
Lucy Davenport.
all of good moral conduct.

George Ross. a sober, steady man.

John Dickson. all steady and
A. McC. Upham. industrious
Jas. McLelland.  persons.

A female teacher. name unknown.
John Tucker. good.

Jas. Smith. of good morals.

John Nash. do

one of the five is taught on the National
System. The others, which are only
occasionally kept, are conducted by 4
females. The whole number of child-
ren in attendance in the five Schools
about 60 or 70. Besides the Schools
specified above, there is a Grammar
School in the village of Truro.

John Johnson. a very good young man.

Mode of Payment of the
Teacher

(1) about 30

The sum is stipulated;
but the amount has not
been ascertained

Two pounds for each

(2) 12
3) 14 child pr annum
(4) 14

(5) from 151to 20

Sometimes a certain sum
is stipulated for. Some-
times the masters salary
depends on the no. of
Scholars. In the latter
case about 2 pounds the
most common allowance

(6) Limited to 15 £18
(7) About 30 £25
(8) 15 subscribed for £30
(9) about 20 £22
(10) 15 0or 16 22
(11) No. small Salary small

12)

do

do

Seldom any cash is paid.
£1 15s for each scholar
per annum would be a
fair allowance.

one half in money:
other in produce

the

Very little paid in Cash.
If pd. in money £1 10 a
yr. would be a sufficient
allowance

In Cash, or at cash prices
one half in money
Half Cash : half produce
Money, or inother things
at money Fprices
1 in Cash
not ascertained

1
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(13) 12 or 14 attend
each school

(14) about 30: some-
times 20 only

(15-18) from 20 to 40
and sometimes
50 attend each
school

(19) 30 and upwards

(20) from 15 to 20

20s pr. an. for each Schol-
ar with board and lodg-
ing

The pay of the Master
depends upon the no. of
children taught, 30 s
being allowed for each pr.
an:

40s pr. annum the Mast-
er boarding himself

15sa qr. living at hisown
expense

18 £ with board and lodg-
ing

9£ for 14 months; pro-

Little or none pd. in cash.
If pd in money 15£ &
Board wd. be a fair year-
ly salary

No money pd. 30s half
Cash wd. be deemed a
fair allowance

A part money:-say 1.
Two pounds if paid in
Cash wd. be a fair allow-
ance

in produce

do probably
do

(21) frcm 10 to 12
visioned & lodged

(22)

(23) 20

15s pr. Annum for each one f.o.u.r'th pd. in money

Scholar

Number of Poor, uneducated children in the neighbourhood of each
school.

(1) 25 There are in Tatamagouche two places, where from the poverty
of the Inhabitants no Schools are yet established. viz — Point Breely and the
Upper End of the Harbour. At the former of those settlements there are
about 20 Children and at the latter about 25. At each of those places about
half of a Teachers allowance would be paid by the Inhabitants in produce.

(2) 3 (3) 4, 4) 6 About Mr. Daniel McHeffy’s a School is necessary.
There are 9 families and about 20 Children there. There is no School in the
neighbourhood of Fort Ellis, where there are 4 or 5 families, besides other
scattered families in the woods. Stewiack has always had the allowance of a
Township in the Division of government money. In this Township, as indeed
throughout the District of Colchester, where there is a numerous family, the
poor parents, being unable to school the whole at the same time send a part
one month or so, and withdrawing that part send others in their place an equal
period of time.

(5) About 1 of the Children in Londonderry in the neighbourhood of
Schools are prevented from attending in consequence of the poverty of their
parents. Though one third of the Children, who ought to attend School
Po not, yet almost all of them are taught to read and the greater part to write
a little.

(6) About 16. (7) some; but the no. not ascertained. (8) same as no. 7.
(9) a few. (10) a general inability to bear the expenses of Education. (11)
none (12) The children generally belong to poor parents. (13) only 6. No
other schools wanted in the Township. (14) From 10 to 15 under 15 years
of age. There is great need of a school at the south side of the settlement.
Forty pounds would be an adequate salary for the master, of which the in-
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habitants could pay one half or two thirds in produce. There are from 50
to 100 children in the settlement under the age of 15.

(15-18) a considerable number. There are four vacant scites, where
Schools are much wanted viz — one up Chigonois Kiver, one on the East
Mountain, one at the Head of North River, and one on the North Mountain.
In some of these places the Inhabitants are poor. Some of the settlements
are small and some of them perhaps careless respecting education.

(19) None. Though there are no Children left without instruction
near to Mr. Tucker’s School, the Master only receives pay for teaching about
15 instead of the whole number of which his School consists. The matter is
explained thus. When he opened school only 9 or 10 children were subscribed
for. Soon after he encouraged others in the neighbourhood, who were unable
to pay, to subscribe for one child and allowed them to send all they could.
Some such persons send three or four.

(20) Not one, all the inhabitants within the bounds being able to pay
for the education of their children.

(21) Same as above.

(22) There may be 20 or 30.

(23) 10.

Settlements without Schools and where they are really wanted.

Remarks.

New Annan. A respectable School might be supported for about 40£.
The Inhabitants wd. be able to pay, say £20 in produce. The number of
Children is between 30 and 40. The settlement is new.

Salmon River. A small salary would suffice... The inhabitants not
able to subscribe much towards the support of a Teacher. Were a School
taught about the centre of the settlement all the children in it from 5 to 15
vears of age, of which there are from 25 to 30, would be able to attend.

Five Settlements in Londonderry. About 7 or 8 pounds paid in Cash to
assist each School would enable the Settlers to have Schools where necessary —

Shubenacadie. From the mouth of Shubenacadie up to Greens there are
about 20 families. Most of them poor. 2 Schools are requisite to put it in
the power of the Inhabitants to give their children any education. Perhaps
with a few pounds assistance they might possibly support a Teacher, by em-
ploying him alternately six months at each place.

Greenfield. This settlement contains about 6 poor families, who have
never had any School, though some of them have resided there upwards of
12 years. There may be 20 children, who cd. attend school.

At the foot of Otterson’s Lake. From 16 to 20 children, old enough to
go to school. At this station there are 8 or 9 families — all wretchedly poor.

John Waddel

Jno Burnyeat

P. Suther Commissioners
J. J. Chipman

Truro,
August 19
1824
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IT1

CUMBERLAND COUNTY
Ambherst 12th August
1824
Sir

We have on the other side, transmitted the fullest answers, that we have
as yet been able to obtain, to the questions addressed to us respecting the
schools in this County. Great part of our information, being derived from
others, we cannot answer in every instance for its perfect accuracy, but we
propose to send, at a future time, such corrections or additions, as may result
from our further inquiries.

It may be observed that our scheme does not contain a full and direct
answer to the latter clause of the fifth question. We conceive that the allow-
ance for each scholar must vary according to the circumstances and situation
of the school. In the small poor settlements we think that a Master should
receive and should be contented with a smaller allowance than in the richer
and more populous parts of the country, both because he will have fewer
scholars and consequently less trouble, and because a master of lower attain-
ments will be sufficient; for we think that many of the scholars in the richer
settlements should receive better Education, than will be expected by, or
could be provided for, those of poorer places; & yet on the other hand, from
the smaller number of scholars in a poor place, a larger sum for each scholar
in cash might be requisite, to make up a sufficient salary for the master by
the year.

We have kept these considerations in view as well as the sum which we
supposed, that the Inhabitants would subscribe, in endeavouring to estimate
the aid required by each settlement. We have also purposely kept the whole
amount of aid required, below the sum of one hundred and twenty pounds
granted, and have reserved seven pounds for unforseen contingencies. We
have also, in two or three instances, of the smaller settlements contemplated
the probability of keeping a half-yearly school only.

We have the honor to be

Sir
Your most obedient Servt
J. W. D. Gray

Sir Rupert D George
Provincial Secretay.
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v
HALIFAX COUNTY

The Commissioners for Halifax County sent in no report in 1824 but
from other sources it is possible to gather that educational conditions were not
more satisfactory than in other counties despite the fact that the town of
Halifax was the capital of the province.

In Halifax itself elementary education was left almost entirely to private
initiative and although the advertisements in the newspapers of the day show
that repeated efforts were made to maintain private schools for those who
could afford them, these efforts were fitful and comparatively unsuccessful.
Apart from these schools kept by private individuals at their own profit or
loss, there were in existence in 1824 three common schools and the Halifax
Grammar School, all assisted by the provincial government. The Halifax
Grammar School, opened in 1789, was regularly supported by a special act
of the Legislature which provided an annual grant of £150. In 1824 there
were about 70 pupils in attendance, 40 of whom were doing elementary work
and 30 studying Latin and Greek. The fees for the former were £4 a year
and for the latter £8. The common schools were: the Royal Acadian school
founded in 1813 for the purpose of affording a good English education to
children of all classes in the community of both sexes; the National school,
founded on the Madras system in 1816 under the auspices of the Church of
England; and the Catholic school founded in 1820. All these schools received
grants in aid for building purposes and a more or less regular annual grant
of £100 a year for current expenses. At this time there were in round numbers
150 pupils in the Acadian school, 280 in the National and 270 in the Catholic
school.

Outside of the town of Halifax nine schools had struggled into existence
under the act of 1811 and amendments. These had been organized and fit-
fully maintained at Clam Harbour, Cole Harbour, Ship Harbour, Dartmouth,
Preston, Lower and Middle Musquodoboit, Sackville and St. Margarets Bay.
When the provincial bonus was diminished or withdrawn these schools seem
to have ceased work. From July 1, 1816, to July 1, 1817, the school at Cole
Harbour was taught by James Gordon Bennet, the young Scot from Aberdeen
who later became famous in the United States as the founder of the New York
Herald and a pioneer in the art of newsgathering.

\Y

COUNTY OF HANTS

(a) Western Division
Windsor 25 June 1824
Sir
We enclose to you for the Information of his honor the President answers
to the Queries put to us respecting the schools in the western division of the
County of Hants. We regret that we could not at an earlier period obtain
the information requisite to enable us to make the answers to each Querie
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we hope they may be satisfactory any further assistance which may be in our
power to render in order to carry into effect the Establishment of Schools
in this division of the County will readily be given
We have the honor to be
Sir
Your very obed
W H O Haliburton
Wm. C. King

Sir Rupert D George

Provincial Secretary

Answers to the Queries put respecting the Schools in the Western division
of the County of Hants —

Answer to the first Querie.
Seven Schools are established in this division viz three in Windsor three in
Falmouth one in Kempt. In addition to which are two Schools occasionally
kept in Winter.

Answer to the second Querie
The names of the Masters of the Schools in Windsor are Asa Torrey John
Jenkins & William Hamilton — of those in Falmouth Andrew Fuller Charles
Hall and James Rathburn. At Kempt John Johnston. as to their Characters
we can say nothing We do not hear that their employers are dissatisfied with
them

Answer to the third Querie
The children that attend Mr Torry’s school are from 40 to 50, those that
attend Jenkinsare from 13 to 16. Those at Hamiltons 16 to 18.

The Children that attend each School in Falmouth are from 25 to 28 -
At Kempt the children that attend Johnstons School are from 20 to 30 —

Answer to the fourth Querie
The allowance in Windsor for each Child is from 50/ to 60/ per year — At
Falmouth the allowance is from 40/ to 50/ per Year At Kempt about 40/
per Year About one third part thereof is paid in Cash in Windsor, one half
in Falmouth, and about one fourth in Kempt — In our opinion forty shillings
for each Child would be a fair allowance if paid in Cash.

Answer to the fifth Querie
In all the Schools at present established the Masters allowance depends on the
number of Scholars -

Answer to the sixth Querie
In the neighbourhood of each School in Windsor there are probably from 10
to 14 Children who are without instruction in Consequence of inability to
pay - In Falmouth from 6 to 8 in the neighbourhood of each School In
Kempt at Indian point about ten and in other parts of the Township about
40 under similar circumstances.

Answer to the seventh Querie
In Windsor the district of Wentworth Halifax road and the Forks schools are
wanted. In Kempt three schools are wanted, one at Petit one at Rainy Cove
and one at Cambridge which would accomodate the settlers at Mutton Cove.
In Falmouth three schools are wanted.

Answer to the eighth Querie
The expence of supporting each school would be from £45 to £50 per Year,
from one third, to one half of which would be raised by subscription of the
Inhabitants —
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(b) Township of Newport
Newport August 10th 1824
Sir Rupert

Herewith is enclosed the report of Schools for their township, I would
beg leave to inform you for the information of his Honour, & his Majesty’s
Council, that on the recpt of his Excellencies Letter of March last, Mr Whidden,
Mr Smith, & myself met in Douglas and concluded to visit personally as many
of the Settlements as we possibly could, and to write to the most intelligent
persons in the remote parts of the district, to obtain such information as would
enable us to answer the Queries proposed to us, we agreed likewise that Mr
Whidden & Mr Smith should report for Douglas and Rawdon, and myself
for Newport, but upon receiving answers to our Letters from various parts
of the District, (which is very extensive) we found the Accounts given so at
variance with each other, that we considered it necessary to delay making
out our reports until we cou’d obtain information more correct and satis-
factory, this I hope will account for our seeming delay and neglect, in not
forwarding the reports at an earlier period, and likewise the other Gentlemen
living at a distance of forty Miles from me, and there being no direct con-
veyance to the mouth of the Shubenacadie (where they reside) renders it
very diff.cult either to see them or correspond by Letter -

The report forwarded is such as I have been enabled to make from the
very best information that I could possibly obtain, although in a very im-
perfect form. I amawarethat the Queries proposed are not all directly answer-
ed in the report, and hereby subjoin a reply to one or two of them in answer
to the 5th Q, I think from £1 10 to £2 per Scholar a fair allowance, 6th Q, In
our agreements with the masters it is usual to give them a stipulated sum,
although they are sometimes paid per Scholar. It may not be improper to
add that a large majority of the poor Children of this township have hitherto
been educated out of the rents & profits arising from the School Lands.

I am Sir with the greatest respect

your most obedient Servant
John Allison
Sir Rupert D. George Bart

Report of Schools for the Township of Newport.

Ardois Hill, no school. 15 to 20 poor children. This District commences
at Daniel Weir's Esqr and extends to Lake Land, including from 60 to 70
Children, several of whose parents are poor, but with a trifling assistance I
think they could support two Schools.

Meander River, 1 school. Name and character of master; Samuel Kirk-
patrick, gcod morals & abilities. From 20 to 30 children attending school.
Master’s pay per Annum, £40 one third Cash. 10 poor children. This Dis-
trict extends from the mouth of the Newport Road to Cockrans Mills, in
the agreement with the Master he is furnished with a dwelling House and
fvel in addition to his wages.

Cockrans Mills, 1 school. Name and character of master; Andrew Harvie,
good morals & abilities. Children attending school, 30 on an average. Master’s
ray per Annum, £2 per Scholar half cash. 4 poor children. This is the only
€chool in the township where the Master is paid per Scholar, the subscribers
furnish a School House fuel &c -
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The Rawdon boundary, 1 school. Name and character of master; James
Maxwell, good morals & abilities. From 20 to 50 children attending school.
Master’s pay per Annum, £50. 6 poor children. This School is called the
Newport National School — a large proportion of the children attending it
are taught as supernumeraries, and as they have no direct title to instruction,
they can be deprived of it whenever a majority of the subscribers so determine —

St. Croix, 1 school. Name and character of master, William Cockran,
good morals. 40 children attending school. Master’s pay per Annum, £50
half Cash. 8 poor children. Poor settlement wanting school at Millers Creek.
Expense per Annum of supporting schools in poor settlements, £40. There
are about 40 children in the settlement at Millers Creek whose parents are
generally poor, but I think wou'd be willing to provide a House, and pay half
the salary of a Master.

South Kenelcook, no school. 15 poor children. Poor settlement wanting
school at George Moshers. Expense per Annum of supporting schools in
poor settlements, £40. There are about 40 children in this district, the in-
habitants are many of them poor, but with the assistance of 10 or £15 I think
they coud support a school —

Scotch Village, 1 school. Name and character of the teacher, Jehu Macom-
ber, good morals & abilities. 30 children attending school. Master’'s pay
per Annum, £50 half Cash. 18 poor children. This District is one of the most
compact in the township, and has always had one good school.

Upper Kenetcook, no school. There are about 20 Children in this district,
but in consequence of the Settlement being intersected by the Kenetcook
River, it is nearly impossible for the settlers to support a school —

Lower Kenelcook, 1 school. Name and character of teacher, James Sal-
mons, good abilities & morals as far as is known. 25 children attending school.
Master’s pay per Annum, £22 10 in Cash with Board &c. 10 poor children.
2 poor settlements wanting schools. Expense per Annum of supporting schools
in poor settlements, £40 for each school. The two poor settlements in this
District are situated in its two extremities — there are about 60 children in
the two settlements, I think with the assistance of £10 for each settlement
they could support two schools.

(c) Eastern District
Sir Douglas 13th May 1824

We have had the Honor to receive your Circular letter of the 29th March
and beg leave to state to you for the information of His Excellency that we
have accepted of the trust that he has confided in us and have taken the earliest
opportunity of calling a meeting of a number of respectable Freeholders from
different parts of the Eastern District of the county of Hants in order to collect
the necessary information to enable us to answer the queries proposed by His
Excellency - But as we have not been able to collect correct information
throughout the whole of our District we are therefore under the necessity of
defering our answer untill the last week of this month at which time we trust
that we shall be able to answer all those queries correctly

W< have the Honor to be

Sir
Your mcst obedient humble servants
James Whidden
John Allison
Richd Smith
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Sir Rupert D. George
Provincial Secretary
Douglas 10th August 1821
Sir

The queries proposed in your Circular letter of the 29th March we take the
liberty to answer by the Returns herewith enclosed.

We have been at great pains in collecting information that we could rely
upon which we at last have obtained and believe it to be correct and trust
that our Report will meet the approbation of His Excellency the Lieut. Gov-
ernor or (in his absence) His Honor the President.

We find the inhabitants of our District so poor and scattering that very
few Neighborhoods are able to keep masters constantly employed since the
aid of government has been withheld.

In the agreement with masters proprietors of Schools commonly obligate
themselves to pay a stipulated sum part of which is paid in board lodging
clothing &c the remainder in cash. ‘The wages vary according to the ability
of the master — We find in many instances that the Inhabitants have emploi ed
transient men of bad Morals and small abilities as teachers owing to their
inability to pay men of better qualifications.

We believe that masters of good morals and Talents can be procured for
forty pounds if paid in cash.

There are very few instances where the Masters pay depends on the
number of Scholars but when nonsubscribers send their Children it is common
for them to pay to the proprietors about one shilling per week for each Scholar.

We further beg leave to state that in the District of Kenetcook and Town-
ship of Douglas there is a School Lot, which was laid off in Col Small’s Grant
on which a Master by the name of Joseph Clarke is now living, who is paid
f.fteen pounds per Annum by the Society for the propagation of the Gospel
and eighteen pounds by the parents of the children whom he teaches. £nd
in the Township of Newport there are a number of School lots consisting of
upland and Marsh which (as we are informed) were Granted for the beneft
of the proprietors of the Township, the Kents of which are vearly paid for
the education of poor Children of every Denomination in said Township.

We have the Honor to be

Sir
Your most obedient Humble Servants
James Whidden
Richd Smith
John Allison
Sir Rupert D. George
Provincial Secy.

Report of Schools in the Eastern District of the County of Hants
Augt 10th 1824

Tounship of Rawdon: Church District school. Henry Wier, master.
Good morals and abiity. Pay per annum, £30 exclusive of Board. No. of
children whose parents are able to pay for schooling, 35. Whose parents
are not able to pay, 2. Half the master’s salary paid in cash being given by
the Society for propagating the Gospel.

Southern District school. No. of children whose parents are able to
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pay for schooling, 32. Whose parents are not able to pay, 7. Inhabitants
cannot be classed among the poor but still cannot keep a master constantly
employed.

Eastern District school. No. of children whose parents are able to pay
for schooling, 21. Whose parents are not able to pay, 7. Same remark as
above.

North Eastern District school. No. of children whose parents are able to
pay for schooling, 23. Whose parents are not able to pay, 3. Same remark.

Middle District school. No. of children whose parents are able to pay
for schooling, 17. Whose parents are not able to pay, 9. No school has ever
been kept in this place; people are mostly poor but would subscribe £20.

Township of Douglas; Keneicook: Church District school. Joseph
Clark, master. Good morals and ability. Pay per annum, £33. No. of
children whose parents are able to pay for schooling, 36. Whose parents are
not able to pay, 4. Fifteen pounds is paid by the Society for the Propagation
of the Gospel.

Noel Road school. I Shay, master. Good morals, small ability. Pay
per annum, £12 exclusive of Board & lodging. No. of children whose parents
are able to pay for schooling, 18; whose parents are not able to pay, 8. In-
habitants are chiefly poor.

Middle District school. No. of children whose parents are able to pay
for schooling, 13; whose parents are not able to pay, 2. No school has ever
been established here.

Lower District school. P.S. Coleman, master. Morals not good, ability
good. Pay per annum, £20 exclusive of Board & lodging. No. of children
whose parents are able to pay for schooling, 18; whose parents are not able
to pay, 2. Not able to keep a master constantly emploved.

Nine Mile River: Gore District school. Richd England, master. Morals,
not good, ability small. Pay per annum, £14 exclusive of Bd. etc. No. of
children whose parents are able to pay for schooling, 29; whose parents are
not, 1. Same remark as above.

Lower District school. No. of children whose parents are able to pay for
schooling, 27; whose parents are not, 4. Same remarik as above.

Middle District school. John McDonald, master. Small ability. No. of
children whose parents are able to pay for schooling, 33. Same remark as
above.

Upper District school. No. of children whose parents are able to pay for
schooling, 31; who are unable to pay 3. Same remark as above.

New land District school. No. of children whose parents are able to pay
for schooling, 10. Children too young to go to school.

No 6 District school. No. of children whose parents are able to pay
for schooling, 12. Not able to keep a master constantly.

Noel: Lower Selmah school. No. of children whose parents are able
to pay for schooling, 25. Same remark as above.

Kings Creek school. No. of children whose parents are able to pay for
schooling, 11. Same remark as above.

Densmore’s District school. Master, a stranger. Small ability. Pay
for each child, 20/. No. of children whose parents are able to pay for school-
ing, 17; whose parents are not, 2. Same remark as above.

O’Brien’s District school. No. of children whose parents are able to pay
for schooling, 24. Same remark as ahove.
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Burncoat District school. No. of children whose parents are able to pay
for schooling, 12; whose parents are not, 9. No school was ever established
in this place.

Shubenacadie: Mouth of the River school. Adam Roy, master. Good
morals and ability. Pay per annum, £50. No. of children whose parents
are able to pay for schooling, 37; whose parents are not able, 7.

Plaister Rock school. No. of children whose parents are able to pay for
schooling, 26; whose parents are not able, 4. Not able to keep a master con-
stantly employed.

Middle District school. No. of children whose parents are able to pay
for schooling, 7; whose parents are not able, 3. No school ever established
in this place.

Five Mile River District school. No. of children whose parents are able
to pay for schooling, 12; whose parents are not able, 4. Same remark as above.

Upper District school. No. of children whose parents are able to pay for
schooling, 25; whose parents are not able, 5. Not able to keep a master con-
stantly employed.

VI

KINGS COUNTY

Kings County 1st Decemr 1824
Sir
We should have taken an earlier opportunity of answering your letter of
29th March, but were desirous of previously obtaining all the information
in our power respecting the Schools &c in this County; and we fear that after
all our endeavours, it will be found very deficient. We now beg leave to en-
close a Statement that we hope may be found useful in forming a plan for
applying the money voted by the Legislature in aid of Schools, and We have
the honor to be
Sir
Your obedt. Servts
Chas. R. Prescott
Joseph Wright
William Allen Chipman
Sir Rupert D. George Baronet

A General Statement of the Schools &c throughout Kings County in
August 1824

Cornwallis

one School House near the Town Plot. James Fox, Master.

one do near the Church. Burges Newcomb, Master

one do near the Presbyterian Meeting House. Isaac Webster,
Master

one do on the Road leading from the Town Plot to the Court House
near the Belcher Farm

one do on the Annapolis Road near Huntington’s about five Miles

from the Court House, Female Teacher, Sarah Pearse
one do on the Annapolis Road near Willm Pineo’s
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one Sctcol House cn the Foad North side Cornwallis River about four Miles
frcm the Court House, Female Teacher, Welthy

Tupper

one do near the Head of Cornwallis River. Mather Fisher, Master.

one do near Benjn Condon. Whatkin, Master

one do in the Western Settlement near Timothy White’'s. William
Mungomery, Master

one do Western Settlement near Calkins’s. Silas Woodworth,
Master

one do in Bill Town near Parker’s Female Teacher, M. Bentlyv

one do in Bill Town near William Bolls. John Kinsman, Master

one do near Abraham Gesner’s. Elisha Beckwith, Master

one do on the Parade near the Raptist Meeting House. Farrard

Kirkpatrick

one do on Canard Street below the Grand Dvylce. Elisha Eaton
Junr., Master

one do on the Lower Habitant Street. John Mills. Master

one do on the Upper Habitant Street near John Wells Escr. Moses
Pengree, Master

one do near Sheffield’s Mills. Edwd Keane, Master

one do on the North Mountain near Jeremiah Porters.

one do on the North Mountain near John Rands. John Hopkins,
Master

About twenty Children are taught in each of those Schools, and not one
of them has less than Fifteen constantly attending. There are Children in
all those places, whose Parents are not able to pay for their Schooling. In
most of the places above mentioned, Masters were employed to instruct the
Children; and while they received aid from Government they taught Poor
Children by order, and under the direction of the Trustees.

Schools are needed in other parts of the Township, such as Pero, Scotch
Bay, and Parts of the North Mountain not before mentioned; but the People
are too poor to support them without Assistance. The Teachers in the above
named Schools, give general satisfaction to their Emplovers, their Salaries
vary from Fifty to Eighty Pounds Pr. Annum if thev Board themselves, or
from Twenty five to Forty and"their Board Some Masters teach for a stip-
ulated sum/for each Child, say from one’shilling to one shilling & three pence
pr. Week for the year payable’the one half in Cash, the other half in Produce.

Horton

There are at present five Schools in Horton. The first upon the Mount
Denson Road. The master’s name Robert Currv; little can be said in com-
mendation of his Character. He has about 25 Scholars & receives in Produce
Two Pounds Twelve Shillings P annm. There are several poor families in this
neighbourhood that require assistance. It may serve as a general remark,
that the difference between payments in produce and Cash is about 20 P Cent.

The second School is situated in Horton Town and conducted bv Thomas
Monk Manning a man of good moral character and competent to instruct
such children as are intrusted to his care. His School contains 27 Children
for each of whom he receives £2. 7. 8 P Annm, one third of which is paid in
Cash. 14 Children living near this School are uninstructed thro’ the poverty
of their parents. —
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The third is likewise in Horton town where there are 20 Children the
Master John Laird is a person of very considerable attainments both in class-
ical and Mathematical Knowledge — He has hitherto been irregular in his
Attention to his School and cannot be depended upon — He receives £3 Pr
Ann. for each Child paid in Cash - The poor in the vicinity of this School
are included in the former.

A School has been kept (and probably will be revived) on what is called
the Point: where 20 Children have been collected.

The 4th Near Grahams Tavern contains 17 Children. The Master John
Ryan a Roman Catholic is of Moral Character and equal to his undertaking.
He receives in Produce at the rate of £3 Pr Ann. Here are Seven poor Children
uninstructed. —

The 5th is at Horton Corner; contains 30 Scholars at £3 Pr Ann. one
half paid in Cash. The Master Andrew Black bears a respectable Character
and gives general satisfaction. Here are Six Children untaught thro’ the
inability of their Parents to pay for their education. On the Road between
Grahams & the Corner a School has been kept where 20 Children have as-
sembled for instruction. A female now occupies it, but it is probable a Master
will be engaged in the Winter.

In the Settlement of New Canaan there is at present no School owing to a
disagreement amongst the inhabitants respecting the Site of the School house.
They are fully able to support a Master, whose remuneration would be in
Produce. About six poor families would require aid in the education of their
Children.

The extensive settlement called Gaspereau, demands the greatest atten-
tion. The families here are Numerous poor and Widely dispersed. They
would require two Schools at least, in each of which 20 Scholars would be
collected. All that the inhabitants would contribute to the Support of the
Masters would be their board; in addition to which £25 would be the smallest
Sum requisite to make the situation worthy of attention.

Aylesford

There are five School houses in Aylesford, in which had they all Teachers
about one hundred & ten Children would receive instruction. The first School
is near the Church under the care of Mr. John Jeffers, who besides the Salary
of £15 Sterling allowed him by the Society for the P. G. F. [sic] receives from
his emplovers about £16 Currency together with his board, paid at the rate
of one bushel of Wheat per Week. the Number of his Scholars is small not
exceeding fifteen; his Character is said to be very good & he is well qualified
for the situation he holds. There are none so poor in the vicinity of this School
as not to be able to send their Children & were there such Mr. Jeffers would
feel himself bound to instruct them on account of the Society’s bounty.

The Second & largest School is situated on what is termed the Bishops
West road. The number of Scholars here is thirty & their instructor Mr.
Patrick Scanlan, a Roman Catholic by profession, but a Man of good character
and sufficient acquirements, receives £30 Pr. Annum, besides his board. It
is not known that anv parents in that Neighbourhood are prevented by Poverty
from sending their Children. it is believed the people in general will make
every efiort rather than suffer their Children to be without some instruction.
Nor is the effort small as tuition seldom costs less than £3 a Scholar a year,
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two thirds of which must be paid in Money a thing under the present cir-
cumstances not easily to be accomplished.

The third Schoolhouse is situated under the North Mountain, on what
is called the Saunder's Road. This has been vacant for the last six months
and indeed from the little encouragement they would give, their teachers
have hitherto been of the most ordinary class.

The fourth Schoolhouse is situated on the Post Road about two Miles
Eastward of the Church. It is vacant at present, about twenty Children be-
long to it & the proprietors have hitherto given the teacher £25 with his board.
It is not known that any have been prevented by poverty from sending their
children.

The f.fth School house is placed uncer the North Mountain on a cross
road leading from the Morden to the Crmsby Road. Here twenty four Children
are collected. Their Teacher is a young Man named Mr. Hamilton, little
is known of his Character, he is merely upon trial at the rate of £40 Pr. Annum
including board two thirds to be paid in Cash. There are several families
in the vicinity of this School, who tho they send their Children, must it is
believed, find great difficulty in paying their contributions and some wholly
unable. Cn the koad leading from Clermont to the Bay of Fundy there is a
new Settlement, the inhabitants of which have been for some time past ex-
tremely desirous of having a School but have not been able by reason of their
Poverty. There are sixteen Children which now ought to receive instruction
& more ccming in every year. they are about erecting a School-house, & have
engagea to pay £16 besides board towards the support of a teacher. With
the aia of Ten or 1 welve Pounds therefore, it is thought they would be enabled
to make up the Sum of £25 which with his board, is the least a suitable Master
could be procured for. There is also another small settlement forming on the
Morden Koad near the Eay of Fundy which is almost too far from the Neigh-
bouring Schools to derive much benefit frcm them. the Number of Children
may not exceed twelve belonging chiefly to three poor families. A small
gratuity might perhaps induce them to send their Children further than they
otherwise would to Schcol, or might enable them to employ a Schoolmistress
among them for the present. The case of Children residing on the sea shore,
whose parents are among the most ignorant & immoral of our Population
appears to deserve particular attention.

Parrsboro

There are four Schcols in Parrsboro, vizt. Cne at the cross Roads, one at
Advocate Harbour, and Two at the Five Islands. The School at the Cross
Roads contains twenty eight Children, and there are five or six Children in
the Neighbourhood whose parents are too poor to pay for their Schooling,
the Masters name is Randal he receives £30 for the present year in Lumber
exclusive of his board. He is said to be sober and attentive to his duty. The
School at Advocate Harbour contains at present only Eleven Children, it
is kept by a Female for the small Salary of Six pounds. There are nineteen
or twenty Children more there whose parents would probably send them to
School were they assisted, they would board a Master and give fifteen pounds
towards his Salary. the Schools at the Five Islands contain each from fifteen
to twenty Scholars. Of that in the Lower settlement the Masters name is
Nichols. He is said to be a sober pious man. Of the School in the upper
settlement but little information has been obtained the Masters Name is



30 PUBLIC ARCHIVES OF NOVA SCOTIA

Isaac Dudly he has agreed with the people for a quarter at the rate of twenty
pounds a year exclusive of board. There are three places at which Schools
might be established of fifteen or twenty Scholars. Patridge Island, Diligent
River and Halfway River. In each of these places some are able to pay for

their Children & some are not.
Chas. R. Prescott

Joseph Wright
William Allen Chipman

VII

COUNTY OF LUNENBURG

Lunenburg 12th May 1824
Sir
We are fearful from the length of time which has elapsed since we re-
ceived your letter of the 29th March of an idea being entertained, that the
request of His Excellency the Lieutenant Governor has not met from us that
attention which it required, more especially when the importance of its object
is considered.

Independently however of the intervening of the Courts here which.

have taken up much of our time, we could not think ourselves justified in a
matter of such importance in replying to your letter by stating our own opinions
merely.

It became necessary therefore to obtain information from the remote
parts of the County in order that those opinions might either be confirmed
or corrected. These enquiries we have taken pains in making, and the result
we now beg leave to lay before you.

But before we do so, we Hope it will not be deemed irrelevant, if we ask
permission to state our opinion as to the peculiar circumstances of this County,
placed, as we believe it to be, in a situation distinct & different from that of
any other part of the Province, and having as we believe also strong claims
on the fostering care and protection of Government.

It i1s within your knowledge that, generally speaking, the Township and
some parts of the County of Lunenburg are peopled by the descendants of
persons who emigrated from Germany in the year 1753 under a Proclamation
of His late Majesty, King George the Second.

When the first settlers left their former homes, it was natural to expect
that they would carry with them a warm attachment to the Language, Customs
and peculiarities of their native Country, and all these are at this day in full
operation among their descendants, so much so that a Stranger, passing through
many parts of this Township, would suppose the German language to be the
wvernacular tongue of the Country.

To us however it is obvious, that the rising generation are beginning to
feel a strong desire for an alteration, and to feel also, that while they are ignor-
ant of the English language, they must of necessity be shut out from many
of the important privileges, which naturally belong to them as subjects of
His Majesty. We shall only add our conviction, that a remedy for these
things will principally be found in the general diffusion of English Education
and instruction. From this explanation we think it will appear to you, as

e -'\
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it does to us, that interrogatories, which will be found fully applicable in other
Counties, have here but little application.

In giving to you, however, the information desired by His Excellency we
will keep yvour questions in view, and state in substance the result of our
enquiries.

There is but one School in the County, which can be truly said to be
established, — the Grammar School in the Town of Lunenburg, and this is
now in a fair way of being very useful.

There is a School at Mahone Bay kept by a Mr. William Turner of a very
good character, who formerly enjoyed the Provincial allowance, but since
that was discontinued, his living has been a very precarious one, and it is
uncertain how long the School could have continued unaided by the Govern-
ment. Thereis a School also at Sherbrooke in charge of Mr. Wells a Magistrate
of the County, — one at Chester kept by a man of the name of Jones, who
bears a good character, and one by a deserving Widow, who instructs Children
of both sexes — There is also a School at Petit Rivere -

Besides these we no [sic] of no others excepting three kept by deserving
females in the town of Lunenburg. At these Schools at Mahone Bay, Sher-
brooke, Chester and Petit Rivere from twenty to twenty five Children usually
attend, and of this small number some few are taught gratuitously - Many
Children in the Neighbourhood of these Schools are kept back from various
causes, sometimes from disinclination of the parents — and sometimes (partic-
ularly at Sherbrooke) from an inability on the part of the parents to clothe
their Children or make compensation to the Schoolmaster.

The Emoluments of the Masters depend upon the number of Scholars
and the pay varies from five to ten shillings per quarter — sometimes this
1s paid in money and at other times in provisions or clothing but to the latter
mode of payment the Masters with whom we have conversed seem to have
no option —

The Settlements in this County in which there are no Schools and where,
as we believe the Settlers are too poor to support a teacher are Gold River,
The North West Range, Upper La Have, New Dublin & New Germany,
some of which are very populous, but destitute, as we are informed of the
means of instruction - The means of the Inhabitants of these Settlements
differ materially, but we incline to the opinion that all of them, with perhaps
the exception of New Germany, could contribute something towards so im-
portant an object as the instruction of their Children — nor have we any reason
to doubt their willingness to do so —

We have thus Sir, complied to the best of our Knowledge, with His Ex-
cellency’s desire, and if in so doing we have omitted anything which you may
deem of importance, we beg leave to express our readiness to comply with
any future commands.

We are with due respect

Sir
Your most obedient and very humble Servants
Edw. James
John Owen
John Heckman

Sir Rupert D George
Bart -
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VIII
DISTRICT OF PICTOU

The following are the answers to the Queries put to the Commissioners
for inquiring and reporting upon the state of Schools in the district of Pictou -

Answer to 1st Qry There are at present in the district of Pictou 27
Schools. Vizt. 6 in the Township of Maxwelton, 10 in the Township of Eger-
ton, and 11 in the Township of Pictou exclusive of the Grammar School -

2nd The names of the Teachers in Maxwelton are Hugh McDonald,
Dugald Kennedy, Daniel Anderson, William Pollock, William Wilson Kerr,
Thomas Burke, all licensed Egerton — Thomas Brown L., Martin Delaney,
Alexr McDonald L, John Cassidy, James Fraser L, William Graham, James
McGregor L, William Fraser L, Alexander McDonald, William Small L. -
Pictou, William Gorcon L, James Hogg L, John McDonald L, Anthony
McCabe, William Sloane L, Kkoderick McCulloch, William A Weaver L,
Hugh Fraser, John Mclnnes, Eaward Lynch and Duncan McCallum - those
having L after their names are licenced Teachers. The Commissioners are
not particularly acquainted with the above named persons; they presume that
those who were licenced under the late act are competent Teachers they have
nothing objectionable to the characters of any of them -

3 — 173 Children whose Parents are able to pay for their tuition attend
the six schools in Maxwelton, 56 children are returned in that Township,
whose Parents are unable to pay for their tuition

239 children whose Parents are able to pay for their tuition attend the
10 Schools in Egerton and 46 Children of Poor Parents —

236 children whose Parents are able to pay for their tuition attend the
11 schools in Pictou, 91 children of poor Parents —

4 Qy — There are 23 schools in the district where the stipulated sum per
annum is paid varying between £18 and £45 making an average of £21.15
to each Teacher, which is usually paid in articles of Produce at the Current
cash prices, the subscribers to the school providing House and fuel and board-
ing the Teacher — In the more populous parts of the district there are four
Schools where the Teachers depend on the number of their Scholars in these
Schools 40/ per annum exclusive of the expense of fuel is paid for each Scholar —

5 Qy. The Teachers of the first 23 Schools are paid as specified in the
preceeding answer — a very small proportion of cash is paid to the others,
generally orders upon Merchants, the whole cash payments may not exceed
one fourth part The Commissioners think that 25/ paid in money would
be a fair allowance for tuition fuel &c

6 Qy. Answered in the answer to 4 Query

7 Qy. Answered generally in the answer to 3d Query

8 Qy. In the new settlement called the Blue Mountain in rear of Mc-
Lellan’s mountain, Carribou, Cape John, Upper settlement of Mount Dal-
housie or Earl Town, Upper settlement of East river bordering on St. Mary’s
remote parts of Roger and Scotch Hill’s settlement and the Town of Pictou
—in the latter owing to the number of poor people with large families who
come there in search of employment, there is perhaps a greater want than
in any of the Country stations —

9 Qy. In the settlements before mentioned the Parents, generally, could
not contribute any thing towards the tuition of their children, they would,
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however, be able to board the Teacher & furnish School House fuel & The
Ccmmissioners judging frcm the returns mace to them and the aierage before
stated, are of opinion that £20 in each settlement would be suffcient — in
the Town of Pictou two schools would be recuired —

The Commissioners having answered the (ueries submitted to their
consideration, they now beg leave respectfully to reccrmmend, that the money
granted for the support of Schools in this district, should be diviced propor-
tionally among the Schools to be established in the eight stations specifed
in the answer to the 8th Query —

James Skinner
Wm Mortimer Commissioners
Robert Lowden
John Douglas
Pictou 26th July 1824

IX

QUEENS COUNTY
Liverpool Queens County
12th july 1824

Sir

Inclosed you have our Report of the State of the Schools in this County
in conformity to the request of His Excellency The Lieut Governor, signified
thro’ your Letter to us, of the 29th March — The delay of our not reporting
sooner, has been occasioned by our not receiving the necessary returns from
the different settlements, and some of them are yet deficient: we have not
included the Pleasant Kiver settlement in our Report not knowing whether
it is considered within this County; but if it is not within the limits of Lunen-
burg County, it will need some provision for a School there: tho the Sum
granted by the Legislature is so small, that we did not know how to recommend
a Smaller allowance than £15 to each School

We have the honor to be

with great respect

Sir
Your very obedt. Servants
Joshua Newton Commissioners
Willm. Twining for Schools
Benjamin Knaut Queens County

Sir Rupert D. George

Provincial Secretary &c

A List of Schools to be established in Queens County Nova Scotia — 1824

Places where Schools are wanted: 1, Town of Liverpool; 2, Liverpool
Falls, 3, Herring Cove; 4, Port Metway; 5, Hunts Point & White Point Settle-
ment; 6, Port Mutton; 7, Port Jolly; 8, Brookfield & Caledonia.

Names of the Schoolmasters: 1, Edward Rivers; 2, Dennis McGrath,;
3, Warren Nickerson; 4, no master; 5, Robt. Granville; 6, T. H. Cockburn;
7, Allan McDonald; 8, Jas. Eryden.

Number of Children that usually attend: 1, 23; 2, 15; 3, 20. 4, 30; 5, 42;
6, 20; 7, 36; 8, 12.



34 ) PUBLIC ARCHIVES OF NOVA SCOTIA

Number of Children remaining without Instruction for want of the means:
1, 16; 2, 17; 3, 20; 4, 20; 5, 20; 6. 20; 7, 12; 8, 8.

What Sum subscribed by the Inhabitants: 1, no Sum subscribed his
pay depends upon the number of Children that attend: 2, 50/ pr each Child;
3, no sum subscribed; 4, no sum subscribed; 5, 7/6 per Quarter & the Master’s
board; 6, pay depends upcen the number of Children that attend; 7, no sum
subscribed; 8, no sum subscribed.

Usual rate of Tuition per Annum: 1, 17/6 ~ 15/~ 12/6 per Quarter
according to what they are taught — 2/6 less if P in Cash; 2, 1/ per week;
3, 1/ per week; 4, 1/ per week: 5, 30/: 6, 30/; 7, 12/6 per Qr; 8, 52/ per Ann;
10 per week if paid in Cash.

What part paid in Cash: 1, a very small part paid in Cash; but Goods
at an advanced price; 2, no cash; 3, no cash; 4, no cash; 5, no cash; 6, no cash;
7, no cash; 8, no cash.

Remarks of the Commissioners: If each School is allowed £15 per Ann
out of the Sum granted, perhaps the Inhabitants might be able to subscribe
a similar Sum, and find Poard for the Master; but the general poverty of the
settlements is such, as to require a much larger Sum to support a decent and
suitable Person as a Teacher, say £50 at least, and his Board - At present
the Commissioners can only recommend Four Persons, Vizt. Edward Rivers;
T. H. Cockburn, James Bryden, and Allan McDonald; they will recommend
others when" they are satisfied of their qualifications. —

Joshua Newton
Willm. Twining
Benjamin Knaut
Liverpool, N. S. Queens County
12th July 1824

X

SHELBURNE COUNTY
(a) Eastern district of Shelburne

Shelburne April 30th 1824
Sir

We have had the Honor to receive Your Circular of the 29th ulto respect-
ing the Schools in the Eastern District of Shelburne, on the 12th inst. and,
as soon as opportunity offered, transmitted a Copy thereof to Wm. B. Sar-
geant Esq at Barrington, the receipt of which he soon after acknowledged, and
expected to forward to this place his part of the return, by the Post of this
day; but not having been sent, and fearful it might be thought long before
His Excellency hear from us we proceed to give our report: requesting the
Favor of You, Sir, to assure His Excellency that we esteem it a mark of con-
fidence, His Excellency having been pleased to appoint us among the Com-
missioners for so important a trust, and that with the greatest pleasure we
shall always comply with His Excellency’s commands: both on account
of the verv great esteem and respect we ever entertain for His Excellency,

and the wish we have to promote education in our District.
*FBesides the Grammar School; and a school for the colored children. of
whom from 15 to 20 attend, under the Patronage of the Associates of the late
Revd Dr Bray, with a salary of £20 Stg. Mr. Boswell Brown, Teacher, who
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is of decent character, formerly had a Licence to keep school near Liverpool ~
‘There are two schools, one for the Boys and the other for the Girls, established
in the Town of Shelburne, each endowed with £10 Stg. from the Society for
the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts: Mr. Thomas Coattam
Teacher of the Boys, who is of very respectable, well qualified, and of becoming
deportment. Mrs. Martha Coattam has been the ‘L'eacheress of the IFemales:
but we have to lament is now very ill - In case however of a vacancy it can
be easily supplied. ‘These schools have been of very essential service; and
excepting the allowance from the Society the receipts in cash and otherwise
small, and every year several children taught gratis: still near two thirds
of the children in the Town remaining without instruction in consequence
of the inability of their Parents to pay for them. Regreting therefore their
situation the Revd. Mr. Rowland at his own expence had a school house 32
by 14, two stories: one for the Soys, the other for the girls, built near his
residence, that he might have it continually under his view. And the inten-
tion is, to which the Teachers have consented, to receive ail the children —
there are 85 in the Town — 33 of whom now attend. ‘The Teachers to look
to those of their Parents who are able to pay and for the others to depend on
what might be allowed by the Province, not doubting but this would induce
them of the Legislature to be liberal - we beg leave therefore to recommend,
respectfully solicit that His Excellency may be pleased to allow a large pro-
portion of the grant to them.

There is a school at New Cambria, the Welsh Settlement near Shelburne,
with salary of £15 Stg. from the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel
in Foreign Parts, Mr. John Richards Teacher, who is known to His Excellency
— 10 to 15 children attend generally — all have permission and have been
requested to give punctual attendance, which would include 25 the total
number in the Settlement.

There is aschool at Cape Negro — Mr. John Taylor, Teacher, well qualified
as to abilities, but rather given to intemperance - The Parents better able
to pay for their children than those in other parts — The number of children
we have not been able yet to assertain. On the West and East side of Shel-
burne Harbor there are about 30 children, and no schooy, nor are their Parents
able to contribute a sum worth mentioning. It is expected some will come
to the school in Town ~ The same may be said respecting Jordon.

At Little Harbor there are 39 children: but no regular school and the
Parents are most part poor: in the autumn, after done tishing they generally
engage a Person at £10 or £15 and board, to keep school for the winter who
frequently changes his residences to accommodate the ditferent families —
which is the case indeed along the shores and Ragged Islands.

The allowance for each child per annum is from two pounds to two pounds
ten shillings — which we consider very fair — what Mr. Coattam has been
in the habit of receiving from those that were able to pay.

We beg leave to refer You to Thomas Crowell Esquire who has politely
offered to hand you this, for further information and particulars.

With dutiful respects to His Excellency wishing Him a pleasant passage
to England, and a safe return to this Province, we have the Honor to be

Your most obedient
humble Servants

W Buskirk
Tho B Rowland



36 PUBLIC ARCHIVES OF NOVA SCOTIA

(b) Township of Barrington

Halifax 14th May 1824
Sir
In consequence of my not receiving your Circular Letter relative to
Schools in time to make a Return to come forward with the Shelburne Return
I have been under the necessity of giving you what information I am possessed
of before I leave this place which I trust will be found as correct as the Nature
of the business and the limited time in which I have had to collect it will allow.
I however hope when Schools are established throughout the Township
I shall be able to give you a more correct Statement.

How many Schools are there established in the Eastern District of Shel-
burne and where are they situated? There is but one School established in
the Township of Barrington whichis situated at the head of Barrington Harbor,

What are the names and Characters of the Masters? MTr. Benison is the
only person that teaches School regularly in Barrington he is well qualified
for the Situation but I believe his moral conduct is not so regular as could
be wished.

How many Children attend the same? From 20 to 25 Children attend
Mr. Benisons School.

What is the Common allowance per annum made to the Masters for the
tuition of each Child? The Common allowance is 10d per week for reading
& writing and one Shilling per Week for reading writing & arithmetic.

How much thereof is actually paid in Cash and what in your opinion
would be a fair allowance if paid in Money — But a very small proportion
if any is actually paid in Cash and in my opinion a deduction of twenty five
per Cent from the common allowance would be a fair compensation if paid
in Money.

In the agreement with the Masters is it usual to ensure them a stipulated
sum or does their pay depend upon the number of their Scholars? The Master’s
pay almost invariably depends upon the number of their Scholars.

How many Children are there in the neighborhood of each School re-
maining without instruction in consequence of the inability of their Parents
to pay for their education? There are fifteen Children in the neighborhood
of Mr. Benisons School that would remain without instruction did he not
teach part of them Gratis and others at half price.

What Settlements are there in your District in which from the poverty of
the Inhabitants no Schools are yet established and in which they are really
wanted? There is nine places in the Township of Barrington in which there
are no established Schools and in which they are really Wanted but principally
owing to the scattered situation of the Inhabitants they have not been able
to collect a Sufficient number of Scholars to make it an object for a School
Master to attend the consequence is they have generally remained without
Instruction except in Winter at which season a part of them have been supplied
with Masters and in those nine places there are nearly five hundred Children
from four to thirteen years of age inclusive.

What would be the expence per Annum of supporting a School in each of
such Settlements & what part thereof in your opinion would the Inhabitants
be willing to subscribe? I cannot conceive that a man capable of teaching
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school would devote his whole time to that employment under Forty pounds
per Annum. I am not fully prepared to say what part thereof the Inhabitants
would be willing to subscribe.

I have the Honor to be
Sir
your mo. obdt. and very humble Servt.
Wm B Sargent
Sir Rupert D. George Bart.

(c) District of Yarmouth

Yarmouth April 20: 1824
Sir

We have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 28th
ultimo, informing us that His Excellency had been pleased to appoint us to
expend in this District the money left at his disposal for the important purpose
of the encouragement of education.

We duly appreciate the favourable opinion of His Excellency towards us,
expressed in your letter and by our selection to perform the duty required:
and we beg that you will be so good as respectfully to assure His Excellency
that it will ever be our cesire and our pride to acquit ourselves to his satis-
faction in all matters committed to our trust.

We annex answers to the several queries proposed; and have the honour
to be with great respect

Sir

Your most obedient
humble Servants
Saml S Poole
Henry Greggs Farish
James Lent Junr

Sir Kupert D. George Part.

Provincial Secretary &c &c &c

1st. There are only two schools at present established in the Township
of Yarmouth, both of which are situated in Yarmouth Proper.

2d. The Masters names are John Moody and Robert K. Black, both
of good character as Teachers.

3d. About thirty children, upon an average, attend each School: of
whom six are poor children taught free of expence by Mr. Moody.

In Argyle there are no Schools now established.

4th. The common allowance per annum made to the master for the
Tuition of each child varies from 45/ to 52/ -

5th. Not more than one half thereof is actually paid in Cash. Forty
five shillings would be a fair allowance, taking the average of a whole School,
for each child, if paid in money.

6th. In the agreement with the Masters, it is usual to ensure a certain
number of scholars at the customary rate: and if more than the stipulated
number attend the School the surplus is to the masters gain.

7th. In the neighbourhood of each of the above named Schools there
are about fifteen children without instruction in consequence of the inability
of their parents to pay for their education — but this number includes the six
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poor children taught gratis by Mr. Moody. — There is about a like proportion
in other parts of the District.

8th. Had the money granted been sufficient for the purpose, five or six
schools, including those above mentioned, would really be wanted for each
Township —

9th. The expence per annum of supporting each School would be from
£50 to £75, of which the inhabitants would contribute one hali.

XI
SYDNEY COUNTY

(a) Antigonish
Dorchester 20th April 1824
Sir Rupert

I beg leave to state to you for the information of his Excellency the Lieut.
Governor that on the 4th Currt. I received his Circular of the 29th ult. respect-
ing the establishment of English Schools and lost no time in communicating
its contents to Dr. McDonald and Mr. Ogden and I have now to request
of you to lay before his Excellency our most humble and grateful acknowledge-
ments for this testimony of his confidence in our zeal for the public good and
to assure him that it shall be our constant endeavour to merit and secure the
continuance of that confidence by an unremitting attention to his instructions.

We humbly trust that his Excellency will regard the enclosed Schedule
and report as a full and satisfactory answer so far as they go to the different
queries contained in his Circular but should any additional information be
wanted we will endeavour to forward it as soon as possible after being made
acquainted with his pleasure

The information respecting No 14 has been inserted in the Schedule since
it was drawn up and signed We are in hopes of obtaining information respect-
ing No 15 and No 16 and it shall be forwarded as soon as possible but we thought
it better not to wait for it as the public good requires that the arrangements
be completed and put into operation with the least possible delay.

In the Schedule the children are divided into three classes the greater
part of the first of which are too young to attend School The other two
Classes amount together to 1020 Of the Last Class ¥ may be supposed to
have passed the time when they will attend but an equal number of the young-
est Class may be capable of attending so that if we rate the whole number
of Children who might attend School in the fourteen settlements of which an
account has been given at 1000 we will be very near the truth The number
of children actually attending School is stated in the Schedule at 137 one
half of which are constant and the remainder fluctuating or such as attend
by turns so that the number who are now receiving education may be rated
at 200 although 137 only attend at one time which leaves 800 capable of
attending who are not receiving any education at all

We are not sure that the different settlements will be willing to raise the
respective sums at which we have rated them The Settlements marked No
1, 2,3, 7,10 are the strongest and better able to raise £24 each than the others
to raise the sums at which they have been respectively rated No 11 is the
most willing to exert themselves and deserves particular encouragement They
have always maintained a school and have never received any assistance



EARLY EDUCATIONAL POLICY 39

No 4 is the most backward No 6 likewise deserves encouragement No 10
would require two Schools could it be allowed but no two of the settlements.
could be at all accommodated with one

I take the liberty of submitting in my own name for the consideration
of his Excellency whether it would not be best to allow a specific sum for each
settlement according to its abilities and to instruct the Commissioners to
appropriate that to the education of paupers or those whose parents are too
poor to pay for them and Girls The education of females is very much neglect-
ed here which is a great loss to the country

Though we have said that £30 per An. exclusive of Boarding would procure
teachers I believe that teachers could be obtained at a smaller sum for one year

As the Governor has thought proper to appoint me to be one of the Com-
missioners it gives me great pleasure to have Dr McDonald and Mr Cgden
for my Coleagues as I can always assure myself of their most cordial and
active co-operation

I have the honour to be with the highest respect
Sir Rupert
Your very humble
and most obedient

Servant
Thomas Trotter
Sir Rupert D George
Secretary of the Province

Settlements in the Upper District of the County of Sydney in which Schools
are wanted &c.

Children

No.| Nameof Settlement |Length |Families |Children|Children|Children| Total {whose par-

(miles) under 5[5 to 10 |10 to 1€ entsareun-

able to pay
1 |Knoydart 5) 71 79 82 61 222 72
2 |Arisaig 4 50 52 68 58 178 28
3 |Malignant Cove 51 49 73 67 55 195 14
4 |Cape George 7 22 27 24 27 78 4
5 |Morristown | 8 32 42 39 45 126 10
6 |Antigonishe Harbour S5 30 20 25 45 10
7 |Lower South River 51 36 42 44 34 120 27
8 |Middle South River 5 34 60 57 42 159 14
9 |Upper South River 7 29 41 40 31 112 51
10 |St. Andrews 8 63 . . 219 54
11 |Little River 41 21 36 33 - 69 15
12 |Lochaber 5 13 21 23 16 60 15
13 |Addington 5] 28 46 32 24 102 27
14 |Ohio 5 | 21 28 47 26 101 29
15 |Pompquit 4 | 41 49 42 24 115 60

16 |Tracatee 7 |
| | |
Total | 499 547 576 444 | 1786 370
|
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The Sum which
No. Name of Teacher |No.ofScholars/Amount of/Character of teachers|zach settlement is
attending teacher’s able to pay to
| school | salary teachers
|
1 |Dougald McEachern 24 £19 Capable and attentive| £24 and board
20 s .. . veiieiwwiwon......| £24 and board
3| s .. . ceiiiteniiei......| £24 and board
4 |William Cummins 14 £10 Capable and attentive| £18 and board
5 | B _ i iii......... £20and board
6 |Karon Mulrony 14 £18 |Animproper Character, £i8 and board
Tl s emace - Ciiaiiiaiiienoi.... £24 and board
8 1  wewess £20 and board
9 | smeseas o s swisisasesasass| £10 and board
10 |John MacCashill 25 £24  |Carable and attentive| £24 and board
11 |Isaac Dudley 16 £20  |An improper character| £20 and board
12 ... : e £ 5 and board
13 |Thomas Carrol 20 £19 |Capable but not very| £20 and board
14 MacLatchlin 24 £20 |steady. Capable but| £20 and board
[ insteady
( 7 137

Remarks ~ The Settlements No. 14, 15 and 16 are populous but we have
not been able to procure the requisite information - No. 9, 12 15 & 16 had
never a school established and are very much in want of them — No. 15 &
16 are inhabited chiefly by French Acadians and people of colour — they are
very poor and the value of education is not known amongst them — In every
instance where a school is established the teacher has a stipulated sum which
is paid wholly in produce at the Current price, and the sums at which we ha- e
rated the different settlements is also calculated in produce at the current
prices — In those settlements where schools are established the number of
scholars is small in proportion to the number of children, as it is not customary
to send girls to school and as the whole of the boys are not sent together but
by turns — All the teachers in the district except Cummins who is settled in
No. 4 receive their board in addition to their salaries — We are of opinion
that fifteen shillings paid in cash for each scholar would be a reasonable sum
and also that thirty pounds per annum besides boarding would procure as
fit teachers as can be obtained in the Country at present — The time for which
some of the teachers were engaged is nearly expired; and those teachers whom
we have represented as improper characters wili not be re-engaged — as the
people in general are not qualified to select proper persons, we are of opinion
that the appointment of teachers ought not to be left with them -

Thomas Trotter
Alexr. Macdonald
Benj Ogden
Antigonishe, County of Sydney
April 19th 1824

Nos. 14 & 15 have been filled up since the report was signed Thomas
Trotter
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Dorchester 27th April 1824

Sir Rupert

I have to state to you for the information of his Excellency the Governor
in addition to the particulars communicated last week respecting the establish-
ment of English schools in this district that there are 18 families at the foot
of the South River who cannot be accommodated by a School in the lower
settlement Number children under 5 years of age 24; from 5 to 10, 27; from
10 to 16, 14. Total 65. Besides these there are 11 families of the Lower
settlement of the river who from convenience and other considerations would
prefer sending their children to a school that might accommodate them The
Number of their children are of Class 1st 14, 2d 16, 3d 17, Total 47. These
47 have been already returned for the Lower settlement of the South kiver
And they could be accommodated in that settlement Of these 29 families
there is only one in needy circumstances They kept a School till of late
The average number of these Schollars was 25 and they allowed their last
Teacher £24 and Boarding per An. They are able to do the same still The
settlement of Pompquet have been trying to find what they could raise for
the support of a school and they think they could raise from £12 to £15 per
An. in the return you will observe they are rated at £5

I have the honour to be

Sir Rupert
Your very humble and most obedient Servant
Thomas Trotter

Sir Rupert D. George

Secretary of the Province

(b) Guysborough

Guysborough 19th April 1824

Sir

Immediately on receiving your communication as respects English Schools
in the lower district of the County of Sydney we have endeavoured to gain
the best Information we could on the subject — which we now take the liberty
to state for the Information of His Excellency the Lieutenant Governor —

The undermentioned Schools have been kept in the Township of Guys-
borough

In the Intervale at the head of Milford Haven river there has generally
been kept a school for several years last past consisting from 20 to 30 Scholars
— Mr. David Sutherland was the school master for the last year a person very
capable but not altogether of correct Habits — but we believe the best on
account of Abilities that has ever taught School there — but whether he will
continue to be the Schoolmaster for the ensuing year we cannot say — as the
sum heretofore given does not appear sufficient for his support, having a
small Family

There is also a school kept near the Town of Guysborough consisting from
30 to 40 Scholars — Mr. John McLeod has been the Schoolmaster for some
time past and is now teaching School but whether he will continue much longer
we are uncertain he is a person of very great abilities and of correct Habits
and fit to be an instructor in any acadeniy a Sedentary life does not altogether
agree with him he has heretofore been supported by a few families and has
received a Stipulated Sum say £25 0 0 per year and his boarding and washing
&c payable in cash —
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There is another School kept at Cook’s Cove in the Township of Guys-
borough consisting from 18 to 30 Scholars Mr. Alexr Rattray is the present
School Master and is likely to continue — he is a good English Scholar but
has some failings — he is paid in proportion to the Number of Scholars from
2/6 to 4/ per month according to the different kind of Education -

There was a School kept at Salmon river Bridge in the Township of
Guysborough but for two or three years past it has been discontinued on
account of the inability of the Inhabitants to support a School master being
mostly composed of Poor Families — they have from 20 to 30 children that
want education and a schoolmaster is much wanted there -

There is also a School kept the South Side of Chedabucto Bay but as
the Settlement is much scattered it is kept in two different places a Month
about it consists in the whole from 25 to 40 Scholars - one Patrick Connell
is the present Master. he is about leaving the Situation and one James ONeil
a Licenced Schoolmaster is expected to take his place he is very Capable,
with Correct Habits

A School is much wanted at Canso none Except a woman'’s school has
been kept there to our knowledge but there are about 25 Children that stand
in need of Education —

In the Township of Manchester, schools have been kept in the following
places, or are much wanted, at Boylston in the Township of Manchester a
School was kept and a school-master appointed thereto, but since the Pro-
vincial allowance was withdrawn, no school has been kept, tho much wanted,
there are from 25 to 35 Children, that stand in need of instruction in that
neighbourhood.

A School has been kept the last Year the North side of Chedabucto Bay,
Mr. Robert Kay, is the Schoolmaster, he had from 20 to 30 Scholars, and we
understand is about leaving the Place on account of the Inhabitants not
complying with their engagements, he agreed upon a stipwated sum - it
has been badly paid —

A School has also been kept for many Years past at Clamb Harbour in
the Township of Manchester, Mr. John Campbell has always been the School-
master, he is now about leaving the place and going to Country Harbour to
reside in this District of the County, where he purposes Opening a School
the ensuing Summer and would be happy to Receive some part of the Pro-
vincial allowance, he is a very good and deserving Character, and very Capable
of giving the necessary Instruction that the common Class of People require,
he has heretofore had from 25 to 35 Scholars, his support from the Inhabitants
has been from 2/6 to 3/6 per Month according to the different kinds of educa-
tion, this has been the general sum adopted, in most of the Schools, and paid
by Produce or Orders on some Store at Cash Price -

A School is much wanted at the Gut of Canso in the Township of Man-
chester, where none has been as yet established, there are Nearly one hundred
Families there but so Scattered as not to be able to come to any agreement
about a Schoolmaster, there are many poor families there, the extent of the
Settlement is about Twelve miles.

There is also one other settlement in that Township that stands in need
of a School, viz, at Oyster Ponds where a School has been occassionally kept,
there are between 20 and 30 Children that need Instruction

There are also two Other places that stand in need of Schools where none
as yet has been established, that is at Torbay and New Harbour in this dis-
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trict — As it seems to be His Excellency’s wish to assist the Poor in obtaining
education for their rising offspring, we have mentioned those several places
where Schools have never as yet been kept for his Information, if some small
proportion of the Provincial allowance is given to these settlements, it might
encourage the Inhabitants to exert themselves in Obtaining the Means for
their education

We beg leave to suggest that in Certain places especially for Children
of very early age a female School appears most eligible and is considered by
many Parents as far preferable to that of the other description, beside the
Instruction appropriate to the female sex can only be Obtained in the former
mode of teaching, and as a sufficient number of School masters of such Char-
acter (as we could recommend with propriety) is not likely to offer in some
of the Settlements, we take the liberty to mention two persons; as very Com-
petent to the Charge of such Schools of unexceptionable character and skili
in that line, (and willing to Continue to Conduct them) The persons we
allude to are Mrs. Logan at Canso and Miss Jane Taylor of this place —

Being wholly unacquainted with the Situation of the Schools in the
Settlements in the Western part of this district, we took the liberty of calling
upon Wentworth Taylor Esqr for information thereon, and as he has been
so good as to give it us, we now enclose his Statement for the Consideration
of His Excellency —

Joseph Marshall Esqr. is not now here, he has been residing the Winter
past with his Son at Sydney Cape Breton

We have the Honor to be

Sir
Your most Obedt. very Humble Servts,
Charles Wm. Weeks
Thomas Cutler

Sir Rupert D George Raronet
Guysborough April 13th 1824
Gentlemen
) In compliance with your request that I should as respects the Township
of St. Marys, furnish you with the information required by His Excellency
on the subject of Schools, I would beg leave to state that there is at present
but one School in that Township, which is situated near the cross Roads at
McKeens ~ The School-masters name is Francis Maxwell. The School
was established about three years ago and the School Master has given very
general satisfaction. He is an active young man and his Scholars have made
a most commendable progress — The Situation of the School is a very central
one for that part of the Settlement, and there have generally from Twenty
five to Thirty Scholars attended the School - He receives about £50 yearly
besides his Diet and lodging free — The Inhabitants within the District of
this School appoint annually Three of their number as Trustees for managing
the affairs of the School who agree with the Schoolmaster and become bound
to him for his salary and each person subscribes the number of Scholars he
intends to send for the year, and engages to pay to the Trustees his proportion
of the salary, according to the whole number of Scholars that are subscribed
for - and also his proportion of Diet and lodging — The nonsubscribing
Scholars pay in the same proportion according to the time they attend which
goes to the credit of the subscribers -



44 PUBLIC ARCHIVES OF NOVA SCOTIA

The Salary for the last two years has been paid in Ton Timber at a stip-
ulated price — I believe there are no children in the neighborhood of this
School who are without instruction, and the mode of payment has hitherto
enabled the parents to pay the Salary much easier than they could have done
in any other manner — It would have been very difficult for any of these
people, and wholly impracticable for some of them to have paid this Salary
in Cash -

There has also been untill last year a School kept at the Forks of St.
Marys these severai years past, and during the continuance of the late Acts
for encouraging Schools this one received the bounty for two or three years,
and was upon a respectable establishment, but the difficuity of obtaining a
suitable Schoolmaster at a Salary which the Inhabitants could pay has obliged
them to discontinue it. This is also a very central Situation and there are
about Thirty Children within less than two miles distance from the School
House —~ The Parents of about Twenty of these are in comfortable circum-
stances but the remainder are poor people —

There was also formerly an Established School at Sherbrooke village,
for Four Years during the operation of the late Acts, but since the Legislative
bounty has been withdrawn the Inhabitants have been unable to support
it — and they are at present destitute of One — There are about 20 Children
in this village and perhaps Ten More within Two Miles of it who might attend
a School there, but nearly one half of the Inhabitants who have children are
unable to contribute to its support - Some Legislative aid would be very
useful in this place, as the Inhabitants are very desirous of having a School -

There is a Settlement called Stillwater about Four Miles below the Forks
in which there are about 15 children, the Inhabitants of which used formerly
to send their children to the Forks or to Sherbrooke — but about Two years
ago they employed a School Master themselves for about a year - They
are at present without one —

A School is much wanted at the Mouth of Saint Marys where there are
about 20 children very conveniently situated Their parents are Fishermen
and with the exception of one family, are in poor Circumstances — They have
never had a School —

At Indian Harbor a Settlement about six miles East of St. Marys there
are also about Twenty Children within convenient limits for a School, but
they have never had one, and are mostly poor Settlers, and unable to support
a School without some assistance

In the settlement of New Caledonia on the West Branch of St. Marys
there is a small Settlement within this District and another at Three or Four
Miles distance from it within the District of Halifax, both these places con-
tain about thirty children, an equal number in each, and are at present des-
titute of schools, though they formerly had one in each place but were unable
to support them — being mostly new Settlers, a small sum from the allowance
for each District would enable them to employ a School Master between them —

There is also a Settlement on the East Branch of St. Marys — Similarly
situated, part in this and part in Pictou District, it contains about 20 children
in an extent of four Miles — These are mostly poor Settlers and have never
had a School -

The Settlements at Lescombs Harbor, Mary Joseph and Ekensigan
contain several Families, some of them in very indigent circumstances but
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I cannot state the number of Children — perhaps they may mount in all to
about 35 or 40 - I believe thev have no Schools —

As respects Country Harbor, I cannot take upon me to state the number of
Children, but they have been long destitute of anything that could be called
a regular School — The extent of the Settlement would certainly require
at least two to afford any thing like a chance of education, and the Inhabitants
are in general in poor circumstances —

I have the honor to be

Gentlemen your most obedt Servt
Wentworth Tavlor
The Revd. Mr. Weeks
Thos. Cutler Esaor
Joseph Marshall Escr.

School Ccmmissioners

N. B. At St. Marys the School Masters have alwayvs had a stipulated
sum ensured to them yearly — formerly £75 per year, — including Diet and
Lodging, and latterly from £40 to £30 exclusive of Diet &c — & allowing 25
Scholars which would be perhaps a fair average to one School - Two pounds
per Scholar per annum would be the lowest they could be taught for there —

APPENDIX A

The joint Committee of His Maesty’s Council and House of
Assembly, appointed to consider the Subject of the Establishment
and Support of English Schools and other Institutions for Education
in the Province, and to report what measures are proper to be adopted
in relation thereto; And to whom was also referred that Part of His
Honor The President’s Speech which relates to Education and the
Returns therein referred to -

Have agreed to Report as follows:

In commencing the Examination of a Subject so pre-eminently important
to this Province as the Establishment of a general System of Education, The
Committee decided to confine their attention, in the first instance, to the
English Schools or Institutions for Primary Instruction; and, in order to
ascertain their present state, gave their first consideration to the Reports
which previous to the departure of His Excellency the Lieutenant Governor
were required by him from the respective Counties and Districts — These
papers contain Answers to a Set of Inquiries with which the several Commis-
sioners were furnished: and are drawn up with much ability -~ From their
contents the Committee have derived some valuable information and when
they advert to the sources whence it proceeds they conceive it justly entitled
to their confidence — Without it the present enquiry would be attended with
much embarrassment, but possessing these details, altho imperfect, of the
actual State of Education throughout the Province, they are Provided with
evidence bearing immediately on many points of the Subject before them -

To exhibit a condensed view of the existing schools the accompanying
abstract of these Reports was prepared, and, from this Paper, which however
can only be considered as affording an approximation to correctness in the
number of Scholars, and the expense of tuition, the Committee infer -
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1st. That excepting the Town and district of Halifax whence no returns
have been made, there are found in the Province English Schools of various
descriptions to the Number of Two Hundred and Seventeen, taught by as
many Masters -

2d. That the Average number of 5514 Children are instructed in these
Schools at an expense of between £8680 & £11,000. Annually -

3d. That children to the number, certainly of 4377 but probably to
thrice that extent, (the Returns being very incomplete in this respect) do
not attend any School, either from the want of these Establishments, or, the
Poverty of their Parents —

4th. That including the District of Halifax and the settlements where
the Families are either much dispersed or unable to support a Teacher, addi-
tional Schools to the number of 210 are indispensible for furnishing the rudi-
ments of Education —

5th. That the fair Average price of Schooling for each child may be
estimated at 40/ -

These results the Committee deem important because they demonstrate
that barely the fourth part of the children of a rapidly increasing Population
are taught at all; and that the expense for these exceeds one third of the Amount
required to maintain, on a liberal scale of allowance, the whole number of
Schools now in operation or required for every part of the Province - They
also exhibit a deplorable disproportion between the demand for instruction
and the means for supplying it; and justify the conviction the Committee
entertain, that, under the present circumstances of the Province, and while,
in its less cultivated parts, the settlers are left, as they now are, to act upon
their individual sense of their obligations to afiord instruction to their Children,
it will be vain to expect any improvement in the actual condition of Education
among them, any increase of their common schools, or the dispersion of that
cloud of ignorance which is yearly darkening over their neglected Families -
It is evident also from the Reports, that in most of the Settlements, some
Families, and in a few places the whole number, are from various causes
perfectly indifferent to the duty of Instructing their offspring, or regardless
of its imperious urgency; these are left to grow up in hereditary ignorance
because the providing a School or supporting a teacher demands privations
which are directly and presently felt, while the benefits it confers tho sure,
are distant, and therefore undervalued —

Happily however this insensibility to the only means for preserving the
character of any population from the debasing effects of Ignorance appears
unfrequent. It exists in a sufficient degree to confirm the experience of other
Countries that some Individuals require to be constrained by the efficacy of
a Regular and General System of education to include their Families within
the circuit of its benefits, but it would be unjust to many parts of the Province
to suppose the general body indifferent on this Subject: parts of Annapolis
of Kings County and of the District of Pictou present upon the returns, a
state of English Schools highly creditable to the Exertions and moral feeling
of their Inhabitants, and generally among those of other Districts, there is
apparent that anxiety for the education of their Children, and that willing-
ness to contribute towards the Support of Schools, which promise many
facilities for their establishment and the willing Co-operation of the People
in the introduction of a better System

The Committee therefore conclude from the Evidence thus furnished
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by the Reports before them that the present establishment of English Schools
is altogether defective and totally unequal to the demand for tuition

The deficiency evident in the number of Schools extends also to the
degree and quality of instruction there obtained, and rejuires to be equally
provided for — By the pittance, which the greater part of the Settlements
raise for the remuneration of the Teacher, none of respectable abilities or
Character can be induced to accept the Office: — in some the Salary is below
the wages of a daily labourer; and hence it is that persons altogether destitute
of every qualification for a Schoolmaster have been found in several places
entrusted with the charge of the Schools, and that these have derived little
or no benefit from their attendance. A Master competent to the task of
teaching that Kind of School which alone it is desirable to maintain, should
receive at the least Sixty pounds per annum — This the Committee think
the lowest rate of Salary that it is possible to offer to a person with whom
Children could be safely or benef.cially entrusted, and the Reports support
them in this Conclusion —

Such, then, have the Committee, upon the examination of these Docu-
ments, in which also their individual information concurs, found to be the
actual State of the English Schools; And such as they have stated are the
Circumstances which require the adoption of another and better System, and
determine the qualities it ought to possess, and the Conditions under which
it should go into operation —

It ought to be general through the Province; in order that none, even in
the remotest and poorest Settlement, may be without some provision for the
instruction of their youth — It should be compulsory, in every place; because
too many are found insensible of the just value of Education, and will use
no exertion for having their children taught, nor can comprehend how know-
ledge operates upon and elevates the character and condition of the poorer
classes — It should not be gratuitous, because what costs nothing is generally
valued at Nothing — It cannot be supported from the Provincial Treasury,
because the expense, at the most moderate computation would surpass the
disposable income of the Colony — It ought to be maintained by the people
themselves; because they, and they alone are the Parties upon whom rests
the obligation to provide Education for their Offspring, equally with that
of their support — Its funds should be raised by a general and equal assessment
on the whole population according to each Man’s ability because thus, and
thus only can a sufficient amount be raised to defray the Expense of so ex-
tensive yet indispensible an Establishment, — while the charge to each In-
dividual is brought within his Means and reduced far below what those who
now support Schools are obliged to contribute. Lastly the Plan should secure
the respectability, and Talents, and consequent usefulness of the Teachers,
by the adequateness and permanency of their Salary —

This Cutline it will be perceived comprehends the Principles, which, .
governing the establishment of Schools in the Kingdom of Scotland, produced
that general difiusion of Knowledge which has obtained for the great mass
of its population that character of intelligence order and enterprize by which
they are so highly distinguished — nor would it be difficult to show that the
Institutions of many other Countries, some of remote antiquity have sanctioned
the principle, by which under the proposed System, it will be obligatory, on
every Settlement to maintain a School, and on its inhabitants to contribute
to its support — To denominate such a measure a tax would be wholly un-
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warranted; its effect is but to distribute more generally and equally that
Burthen which the interests of Society justly impose upon all but which now
bears unequally and heavily upon the few. That some will complain of its
operation cannot be doubted but the Committee, looking to the experience
of the Country they have named where a similar system took effect under
circumstances far more unfavourable than this Province presents. Rely
on the better sense and feelings of the Well informed and on the obvious
advantages offered by the plan, for its welcome acceptance and support —

The Committee therefore recommend conformably to the Principles
above referred to, the following Plan as proper to be adopted for the establish-
ment and support of English Schools.

First. That the Court of General Sessions of the Peace in each County
and district upon the presentment and return of the Grand Jury thereof,
shall cause each Township and settlement in the Province to be laid off and
Subdivided into convenient School Districts, and in such manner that the
children therein residing may be within a reasonable distance from the School;
Description of each Subdivision to be forwarded to the Board herein after
described

Second. That a sufficient school house be provided in each respective
school District —

Third. That every such District containing Families or House-
holders shall maintain one School therein during the whole year

Fourth. That where the limited number of Families or Householders
shall not be found in any one district then it shall be joined to the nearest
District or Districts where the number of Families are likewise deficient,
and the two or more districts in conjunction shall support the School during
the year.

Fifth. That when two or more Districts thus combine, the School shall
be kept in each during such part of the year as shall be proportionate to the
number of families in each.

Sixth. That in every such School all the Youths and Children within
the district shall be taught and instructed in reading writing and the common
rules of Arithmetic in morals and manners, without charge or expense, save
only for their respective proportion of the necessary Fuel for the School Room -

Seventh. That every Schoolmaster or Teacher employed for such School
shall first be licensed as hereinafter mentioned, and shall be entitled to receive
from the districts, or combined Districts wherein he shall keep his School,
such Salary as shall be agreed upon, but not less than £60 per Annum

Eighth. That such Salary together with the expense of building and
maintaining the Schoolhouse shall be raised and levied by and upon every
Inhabitant of each respective School District, or combined districts as afore-
said by an equal rate or Assessment upon each person according to his several
Ability and in like manner as is provided by the laws now in force for levying
" rates for the support of the Poor; and shall be collected with the poor rates
for the County or Township; and be paid over to the Trustees hereinafter
appointed: Provided always, that if the Inhabitants of any such School
District or combined District, shall voluntarily raise and pay the Salary of
the Master and expense of School House for any Year, they shall be free
from such assessment during the same —

Ninth. That Trustees for such District Schools be appointed and chosen
by the people; which Trustees shail be capable of suing or being sued, in re-
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lation to all matters connected with the School of the District; possess the
title to the School Houses: — receive grants and devises of lands, or bequests
or gifts for the use of the School, contract with any licensed teacher; direct
the Studies and dicipline of the School; receive and pay the funds raised for
its support, or any monies appropriated to such establishment; and generally
manage and superintend all its concerns. They shall also make annual Re-
ports of it’s state, to the Board hereinafter mentioned —

Tenth. That whenever it is desired that any child be instructed in such
School, beyond the common course of reading, writing and arithmetic, the
Trustees shall direct such extra tuition to be given, upon payment of a reason-
able quarterly allowance to the Master.

Eleventh. That the Trustees shall also be empowered to agree with the
Master, that a proportion of his Salary may be paid in goods or produce; and
to require the same from the people in composition for their School rates.

Last. That there shall be established in each County and District, for
the inspection and general Superintendence of the whole of the Schools there-
in, a Board consisting of three Commissioners, to be appointed by his Ex-
cellency the Governor; which Board shall, after due enquiry into the Literary
acquirements, general competency, and moral Character of applicants, license
such as they deem fit to be employved as Teachers; receive annual returns
from the Trustees of the State and progressive improvements of the Schools;
submit the Result thereof to the general Assembly, decide all differences
that may arise, establish the general regulations to be observed, and exercise
a vigilant superintendance over the operation of the whole system.

To the plan here detailed, the Committee think it necessary to add:
That for facilitating its general reception, and to aid the exertions of the
Poorer settlements (with some of which the union of one or more Districts
for the Support of a yearly school may be in many instances impracticable
with reference to that advantage which is desirable) an appropriation might
justly be made (for a short period) from the Public Monies: and placed
at the disposal of the Board of Commissioners; to enable them to assist the
Parties who are thus situated —

All which is respectfully Submitted
Committee Room

7th March 1825.

James Stewart Committee
Brenton Halliburton , of H.M.
H. N. Binney ‘ Council

Charles R. Fairbanks

Wm Allen Chipman Committee
John Bingay of

Geo. Smith Assembly
W. O’Brien
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APPENDIX B
Abstracts from Laws of Massachusetts Bay Relating to Schools

4 Wm & Mary 1692
Cap 11

An act for the Settlement and Support of Ministers and School-Masters
-S 5 And be it further enacted by the authority afd., [That every town
within this Province having the number of Fifty Householders or upwards,
shall be constantly provided of a School-Master to teach Children and youth
to read and write — and where any town or towns have the number of One
hundred families or Householders there shall also be a Grammar School set
up in every such town, and some Discreet person of good conversation, well
instructed in the tongues procured to keep such School; Every such School-
master to be suitably Encouraged and paid by the inhabitants.] And the
select men and Inhabitants of such Towns respectively, shall take effectual
care, and make due provision for the settlement and Maintenance of such
School-masters and Masters.

Penalty, for neglect, of £10 to be levied by warrt from Court of Quarter-
Sessions towards support of school

13. cap 20 1701

Whereas it is by law appointed That (reciting as between these marks
| ) The Observance of which wholesome and necessary Law is shamefully
neglected by divers towns, and the penalty thereof not required, tending
greatly to the nourishment of ignorance and irreligion; whereof grievous
complaint is made:

For redress of the same

Be it enacted and declared by the Lt. Govr. Council & Representatives
in general Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, That the penalty
or forfeiture for non-observance of the sd. Law shall henceforth be £20 per
annum; & so proportionately for a lesser time that any town shall be without
such settled Schoolmasters respectively; to be recovered paid & employed
in manner and to the use as by Law is directed — any Law usage or custom
to the contrary notwithstanding —

Every Grammar School-master to be approved by the Minister of the
town and the Ministers of the two next adjacent towns or any two of them;
by certificate under their Hands.

And be it further enacted That no ministers of any town shall be deemed,
held or accepted to be the Schoolmasters of such town within the intent of the
Law -

Justices of peace to take care that Laws be duly put in Execution — all
Grand Juries to inquire & make presentment of all breaches & neglect of sd
Laws

11 Anne Cap1-1711-

An Act against Intemperance, Immorality and Prophaneness, and for
Reformation of manners.

Sec 7. And for as much as the well Educating and Instructing of Children
and Youth in families and Schools, are a necessary means to propagate reli-
gion, and good manners; and the conversation and Example of Heads of
Families, and Schools, having great influence on those under their care and
government to an Imitation thereof! Re it Enacted by the authority afore-
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said that no person or persons shall or may presume to set up or keep a School
for the teaching and instructing of Children or Youth in Reading Writing
or any other Science, but such as are of Sober and good conversation, and have
the allowance and approbation of the select men of the town in which any
such School is to be kept; Grammar School-masters to have approbation,
as the Law in such case already provides — persons setting up schools without
allowance to forfeit 40/ for each offence —
4 Geo. 1. Cap 7. 1717.

An act in addition to the several acts for settlement and support of school
masters —

Whereas notwithstanding the many good and wholesome Laws of this
Province for the Encouraging of Schools and the penalty first of £10 & afterds
increased to £20, on such towns as are obliged to have a Grammar School-
master, and neglect the same Yet by sad experience it is found that many
towns that not only are obliged by Law but very able to support a Grammar
School; yet choose rather to incur and pay the fine or penalty than maintain
a Grammar School:

Be it Enacted by His Excy. the Govr. &c That the penalty or Forfeiture
for non observance of the said Law henceforth shall be £30 on every town
that shall have the number of 200 families and so pro rata in case the town
consist of 250 or 300 families — to be recovered paid & employed as by Law
cirected.

Endorsed

Abstract from

Laws of Massachusetts —
Bay relating to

Schools —

P.A.N.S. Vol. 439, doc. 2.

APPENDIX C

Extract from the report of a committee of the Assembly of Nova
Scotia for 1836

The Committee appointed to examine the various Petitions regarding
Schools, have agreed for the present to confine their attention to the Act,
passed in 1832, for the encouragement of Common and Combined Grammar
Schools — leaving Academies and other Institutions of Learning to form the
subject matter of their final Report.

The Committee are unanimous in recommending the said Act to be
continued for the space of two years longer; not because they entirely approve
of the principle on which it is constructed, viz: The voluntary subscription
of the Inhabitants within the different School Districts, but, because they
reckon that the Province is not vet ripe to assume the burden of maintaining
a system of Elementary Education, by an equitable assessment on the popula-
tion, according to their ability. Cne of the Petitions submitted to their notice,
and subscribed by thirty-six Signatures, from Middle Musquedoboit, strongly
argues on the insufficiency of the existing Act to accomplish the effects which
are expected from it, and calls on the Legislature to take the matter into their
serious and deliberate consideration, and to enact that, hereafter, the Common
Schools shall be supported by a just and equal assessment on the means and
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property of every individual. The declaration of these sentiments, thus
publicly expressed, cannot fail to be regarded as the dawning of a better and
more liberal tone of thinking, which must extend and propagate among all
classes, when the superior advantages of this plan are contrasted with the
dubious and uncertain means which have heretofore been adopted for the
support of common education; and a hope is entertaired that, during the next
two years, the liberal minded, within the several Districts, will exert them-
selves to place their Schools on such a footing; and in order to facilitate this
end, a slight modification in the fifth clause of the Act has been suggested —
“That, when a majority, in place of two-thirds (as at present) of the Free-
holders and Inhabitants shall agree at the public meeting to be held in the
manner therein mentioned, to raise the several sums required to be provided
for the maintenance of the Teacher, by an equal rate and assessment upon
each person according to his ability then the amount shall be levied in the
same manner by which the poor are now proviced for.”

In recommending the mode of assessment as the surest basis of education,
the Committee have looked back to the several Acts which have been passed
by the Legislature, and which have been suf ered to expire, either from the
want of disposable funds - from a diflerence of opinion between the two
Branches of the Government — or from a change of plan in the structure of
the machinery, or in the amount of compensation. No Teacher could ever
regard his appointment as of a fixed and permanent character, and this very
uncertainty has deterred from that profession the only class of men who were
calculated to fulfil its duties. The Master of a School, with a precarious and
incompetent income, has none of the motives to prepare himself by an adequate
training with the various knowledge which he ought to possess; and the Trust-
ees, on the other hand, with the slender remuneration they can offer, have
been obliged often to hire persons who, to themselves were obectionable,
either in a moral or intellectual point of view.

The Committee have not been inattentive to the systems which other
Countries have established for diffusing the blessings of education; and they
have met with examples which fully justify, from their tried success, the
principle of assessment. — ‘““The North American States have both their
Common and Grammar Schools supported by this method, and it is found
in perfect accordance with the feelings of that active and intelligent people.
The immense benefits extended to the whole Community, of having permanent
Institutions to train the rising generation in the Elementary Branches of
Reading, Writing and Arithmetic, outweigh a hundred fold the petty incon-
venience of a small portion of every man’s means being taken and appropriated
to so deserving a purpose; and this plan is now so thoroughly wrought into
the very frame of Society as to incur little risk of ever being abandoned. Scot-
land also is another memorable instance of a happy perseverance since the
era of the reformation, in supporting Schools, by legal and compulsory rates;
and the experience now of three centuries has only tended to strengthen and
fortify all the arguments which were at first urged at the founding of Parochial
Schools, by their sanguine and zealous supporters: and to this National
Institution, resisted at the beginning with a plausible vehemence and energy,
has been ascribed the rapid progress of the people, notwithstanding the natural
poverty and barrenness of the Country in all the arts which minister to civiliza-
tion. In the very lowest ranks, rarely can a person be found incapable of
reading or signing his name, or working the common rules of figures; and this
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early mental cultivation, however small and limited, is universally believed
to contribute greatly to the moral habits of the Nation, and to their worldly
success in every quarter of the globe to which they emigrate.

The plan of these Schools is easily sketched and detailed. In every Parish
one of them must of necessity be founded; and, besides the house or apartment
for teaching, a suitable dwelling, uncder the same roof, or a distinct dwelling,
must be provided for the Master. INo part of his income is derived from the
public funds, but the Freeholders in every Parish are bound to furnish him
with an annual sum called the Salary, and to keep the School and his Dwelling-
House in ordinary repair. The Salary varies considerably according to the
size and wealth of the Parish, being in some as low as £20, and in others rising
above this, by various gradations, according as Landholders are desirous of
attracting men of the frst talents to the instruction of their youth: but,
the Salary alone is the sum which the Law compels the Inhabitants to provide,
and the other emoiuments, growing out of fees or wages, are paid by the parents
who send their children thither for instruction. The Parish then merely gives
a partial contribution to the support of the Teacher to enable him to accept
a lower rate of wages from all without distinction; and also, to extend his
care gratis to such children and orphans as could not otherwise be educated.
The Freeholders, many of whom never had families, or have families grown
up and settled, are not burdened with the whole cost of maintaining these
Schools, but only with a small portion of it, so as to lower the rate of tuition,
and to make learning more accessible to the middle and poorer classes, and
accordingly, whenever their own sons and daughtersare placed under the super-
intendence of the Master, they have to pay him the customary fees exacted
from the rest of the Community. Whenever a vacancy occurs in a Parochial
School, Candidates, by public advertisement, are invited to offer themselves,
and a day of public examination is fixed, when such as appear undergo a com-
parative scrutiny, touching their qualifications and proficiency, and the Teacher
best qualifed is forthwith installed into the situation, not liable to be dis-
missed afterwards, except for misconduct. For half a century past none
have been allowed to enter into competition who were not capable of teaching
the higher Branches; and a thorough knowledge of the Latin Tongue, with
a moderate share of the Greek, is regarded as indispensable. In Towns or
Villages which rise within the bounds of a Parish, either from the introduction
of manufactures or the natural growth of population, Schools of all kinds,
and many of them taught by females, spring up, which all are left to their
own fate, having no support, other than the fees of tuition: With these
the Law in no shape interferes, but confines its requisitions to one Public
School, with a Master of suitable attainments, in some central part of the
Parish.

Though the Committee refrain from recommending our Common Schools
to be mocelled after this fashion, for as yet we neither have the Teachers,
nor are able to provide for them on the same liberal scale; yet several of them
are of opinion, that something approaching to it may be grafted on our present
system. They would recommend the continuance of the last Legislative
Grant in its amount for the general purposes of education; — but to this,
whenever the majority of the Freeholders and rateable Inhabitants shall
so determine, should be adced a further sum, to be raised and levied by assess-
ment upon all classes indiscriminately, married and unmarried, old and middle
aged, which two sums united, should form the Salary of the Teacher; and the
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Trustees, when it is so determined by the majority of the Inhabitants who
assemble at such public meeting, shall fix the rate of wages payable by such
Parents as take the benefit of the School, and should also have the power of
admitting orphans and poor children without fees. — If we follow the Scotch
plan, the assessment will be confined within the limits of the School District;
but, if we adopt the American, it will comprehend a whole Township, and
bv one general assessment will provide for all the Schools situated within its
boundaries.

To give eflect to the compulsory rate, the Act for the encouragement of
Schools should either be perpetual or be for a long term of vears, that the
Provincial aid held out may be depenced upon both by the Teachers and also
by the rateable Inhabitants; and this permanence of the grant will both be
a stimulus and security for the founding of Schools on this stable and per-
manent basis. Such a system is not open to the many objections which have
been urged against the principle of compulsory assessment. Wealthy Free-
holders, who have no children themselves, are only called upon for a moderate
contribution to assist the cause of general education; while the teaching of
the poor, which may be justly regarded as an exercise of the purest charity,
will give to this unfortunate class the best means of earning for themselves
an honest livelihood, and of neither dishonoring Society by their crimes,
nor burdening it with the eflects of their reckless and improvident habits.
Nen of easy circumstances should bear in mind that, in thus contributing
their quote, they are multiplying the chances of bringing forward those rare
talents which occasionally appear amcng the humbler orders, and which,
In many instances, when thus receiving the advantage of early culture, have
given a powerful impulse to those Arts and Sciences from which all men de-
rive an immediate’and personal gratification.

John Young, Chairman
George Smith
James B. Uniacke
Samuel Chipman
Hugh Bell

John Creighton
W. H. Roach

W. O’Brien

John Crow
Joseph Oxley

H. Huntington

APPENDIX D

Abstract from the report of the Committee of the Assembly on
Education in 1838

The Committee to whom was referred the general subject of Education,
and various Petitions respecting Schools, beg leave to report — that, on enter-
ing upon the discharge of the duties assigned to them, the first question which
presented itself to their minds, was the propriety of introducing the principle
of compulsory assessment, to extend, by one uniform system, over the whole
Province, and providing for the instruction of the Children of the whole popula-
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tion. In favor of that principle, and of its immediate application to Nova
Scotia, many Members of the Committee entertain a very strong opinion,
and others, while they admit its value, are only deterred from recommending
such application, by doubts as to whether the Country is sufficiently advanced
to justify the experiment.

The experience of Scotland - of the New England States — of Prussia —
and many of the smaller States of Germany, furnish evidence of the most
decided and encouraging character to sanction the principle of assessment.
There are however, some points of diflerence in the position in which Nova
Scotia stands, as compared with either of those Countries, which deserve
to be noticed. The Parochial Schocls of Scotland grew up at a period of
intense political and religiots excitment — they were fostered and sustained
by the Pastors of a National Religion, who have ever watched over them with
vigilance — soothed any feeling of irritation which direct taxation aroused,
and have formed a numerous bocy of active and intelligent Agents, to suggest
improvements, and Lkeep the Goiernment informed of the operation of the
system. These are advantages that it may be difficult to obtain in a Country
where the pcpulation are civided into numerous denominations of Christians
— whose Ministers, though they may all duly estimate the importance of
Education, might not agree as to what should be taught in our Schools, or
as to the course of discipline to be pursued; and who, for other reasons, can
hardly be expected to carry out, with the necessary uniformity and zeal,
the details of a general measure.

The assessment system of the New England States arose with the earliest
attempts at Colonization in Massachusetts Bay — but it must be borne in
mind that the first Settlers of that Province were educated men — deeply
imbued with religious enthusiasm — which could only be fed by constant
perusal of the Sacred Scriptures — and among whom, to be unable to read,
was to be shut out from the paths of ambition, and the chief charms of social
life. Such a People, settled in small neighbourhoods, would readily consent
to be amerced to make provision for the enioyment of pritileges and pleasures,
which formed the chief inducement to abandon their ancient homes, and cast
their lot in a strange land - to brave a rigorous climate, and contend with a
savage foe. Contrasting these Settlements, therefore, with the situation of
Nova Scotia at the present day. though it must be acknowledged, the balance
upon almost every point is largely in our favor, still the important difference
must not be altogether overlooked, that we have to legislate for a population,
a large proportion of whom, from their very ignorance, are incapable of appre-
ciating the value of Education, and cannot be relied on to sanction and en-
force compulsory provision for its extension.

In Prussia the duty of sending Children to School is enforced by Law,
which provides that “‘every Inhabitant, who cannot or will not provide his
Children with education at home, is required to send them to School at the
age of five. After that age no child shall be allowed to be absent from School,
except for special reasons, and with the consent of the Civil and Ecclesiastical
Authorities.”” Schools for Poor Children exist in almost every village, where
they are educated at the public expense. Every village is bound by law to
have a School of primary Instruction. The whole number of Schools in Prussia,
in 1833, was upwards of 20,000. The choice of Masters is particularly attended
to. “Inorder rightly to fulfil his destination,” says the Law of 1819,”” a School-
master must be pious and discreet, and penetrated with his high and holy
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vocation. He must know the duties of that vocation according to the degree
of primary instruction in which he is to be occupied; he must possess the art
of teaching and guiding youth; he must be steadfast in his fidelity towards
the State, conscientious in the discharge of his duty, and friendly and sensible
in his intercourse with the parents of his pupils and fellow citizens in general.”
In order to secure these qualifications, Seminaries are directed by the law to
be formed in each district, the sole object of which is the education of School-
masters. In these the future instructors of the youth of Prussia themselves
receive instruction; and, according to the Certificates which they obtain,
the chance of a future appointment as Schoolmaster is rigidly regulated.
Under this admirable system almost every child in Prussia is trained up in
the paths of useful knowledge, and that Country presents the singular spectacle
of a Government, despotic in its form, but under which the people enjoy more
privileges, and have their intellects more highly cultivated, than in Countries
whose constitutions are more liberal and democratic.

Viewing, as the Committee did, the results of such a system with astonish-
ment and delight — and anxious as they were to attempt a humble imitation
of its scope and efficiency, they feel it a duty to acknowledge that, to the strong
Executive arm - to the despotic power of the Sovereign — whose word is law
— whose influence is felt to pervade every part of this moral police — must
in a great measure be ascribed the success of that bold measure, which in less
than twenty years has scarcely left an uneducated person among the millions
which Prussia contains. In such a Country as this, however, where despotic
rule is unknown, we must be content to set the good we have against the
benefit which might sometimes be derived from a wise exercise of arbitrary
power. A free people will not consent to be benefitted without the concurrence
of a vast majority of their numbers, and a people whose whole revenues are
raised by duties upon imports, must have their feelings deeply interested, and
be firmly convinced of the necessity for direct taxation — even for an ob ect
of the highest importance — or else they will resist and defeat a measure,
however wisely and accurately framed.

With these views the Committee ceciced to state the difficulties which
pressed upon them frankly to the House, leaving it to a majority to decice
either for or against assessment for the ensuing year. If they cecide in favor,
then, taking our population at 180,000, and assuming that the children of a
School-going age, either between five and twelve, or seven and fourteen,
amount to 26,000, we should require eight hundred and eighty-six Schools
to educate the whole. To sustain these would require a very large sum, and
deducting the amount now paid from the Provincial funds, and all that is
voluntarily contributed for the support of Common Schools, the amount to
be raised would be so considerable, that public opinion should be fully pre-
pared for its imposition before such a law was passed.

Should it be determined to continue the present law, the Committee
recommend that an additional £1000 be added to the amount now granted
under it - that a new and more equitable distribution of the whole sum be
made, and that such improvements be carried out in the details as will make
it more efficient, among these the Committee recommend the introduction
of itinerating Schoolmasters in scattered Settlements; and the admission of
Female Teachers, who are often the most valuable that can be obtained, to
some participation in the benefits of the law.

Petitions in favor of assessment have been received from John Watson,
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of Upper Musjuecoboit, and thirty others - from Acams Archibald, of Middle
Musguedoboit, and fourteen others — from the Kev. John Sprott, also of
Musguedoboit, and fiftv-two others — from John McDonald, a Licensed
Teacher, who concurs in the same opinion, and suggests certain essential
cetails of the general measure, which he anticipates will be passed. Against
the assessment, there are petitions from Robert Embree, and forty-four others,
inhabitants of Cumberland - from John Hencerson, and one hundred and
twenty-eight others, living in MNusquecoboit and adjoining Settlements -
and the Committee canrot but regret that, cn a sub ect of so much importance,
the population of other Counties have not stated their views.

In closing their Keport, the Ccmmittee reccmmend that, if a Commission
of three intelligent gentlemen could be appointed to serve, without remunera-
tion, and ccllect information respecting the operation of the School Act through-
out the Province — to suggest improyements at the commencement of every
Session — to compare the svstems adopted in other Countries, and endeavour
to introduce into all our Schools, the most approved Rooks, Maps and Di-
agrams, it might rencer essential service to the course of Education, should
stich a Board be constructed, the Committee recommend that the sum of
£30 be placed at their disposal, to be applied to these obiects. All which is
respectfully submitted.

Joseph Howe Alex. McDougall
James W. Allison John Holmes
James B. Uniacke Zenas Waterman
A. L. Archibald Garret Miller
Thomas A. S. CeWolf W. Young
Gaius Lewis
William Holland

APPENDIX E

To His Excellency Lieut. General Sir James Kempt, Knight Grand Cross
of the most Honourable Military Crder of the Bath, Lieut. General
and Commander in Chief of the Province of Nova Scotia and its
Dependencies, and Commander of the Forces in Nova Scotia, New
Brunswick, Cape Breton, Prince Edward Is, &c

May it Please Your Excellency,

That we whose names are hereunto subscribed, are proprietors of a School
in the lower part of Wilmot ; and said School has been established for five years
past, and our Teachers have regularly obtained their respective shares of the
Province Money. Our present teacher Mr. Andrew Henderson has been in
our employ for fifteen months past, we have found him well qualified for a
Teacher: he is a man of unblemished character, of good morals, and a person
in whom we can with safety confide for the instruction of our Children. He
is duly Licenced by Your Excellency, and during his stay amongst us has only
drawn for One half years allowance. During the last six months Mr. Hender-
son solicited the Trustees by letters to visit his School and examine the pro-
ficiency of his pupils, and on their default, he personally requested Mr. David
Nichols (one of the Trustees) to visit the school, who observed in pr(e]sence
of one of Your Excellency’s petitioners that the Trustees were not allowed any-
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thing for their trouble, that the proprietors being satisfied with Mr. Henderson
he had no reason to be dissatisfied with him. Mr. Henderson'’s first year ended
in July. Previous to that time we agreed with him to stay with us another
year. Then at the request of some, and with the approbation of us all; the
Children were allowed a vacation of a few days. At this time Mr. Nichols,
we understand, made enquiry of a person not concerned, if the School was
continued, And being answer'd in the negative, he then made a return of five
Schools to your Excellency, and neglected Mr. Henderson'’s, which was actually
then in Force. Mr. Henderson then made application to William Bent Esqr,
who examined personally the School taught by him during the last half year,
a certificate of which is now forwarded to Your Excellency.

Mr. Henderson called on the Trustees to favour him with their signatures
to his Crder, but they peremptorily refused, and expressly told him that he
was not entitled to any of the Province allowance for the present year.

We Your Excellency's humble Petitioners feel warmly interested in behalf
of Our Teacher, who has a wife and family looking up to him for support;
humbly entreating Your Excellency to afford him his respective share of the
provincial Allowance and Licence to continue on his School. And Your
Petitioners in duty bound will ever Pray.

Willmot Nov, 15th

1821 William Marshall
Andrew Marshall
John Wilson
James Chesley
Isaac Foster
Joel Farnsworth
Frances Jackson
William Merry
George Banks
Eeniamin Chute
William Armstrong
Silas Chute
Abner Chute

Wilmot November 1st 1821

I certify to your Excellency that I have visited the School taught by
Andrew Henderson during the last six months, and that his last half vear's
salary is fully discharged, and the following scholars have been taught by him.
On an Average 27. viz, William Jackson, Sararah and Weliington Do. Azuba
Farnsworth, Caleb and Henrv Banks Christopher and Georgeana Nlerry,
Samuel and Sarah Banks, Thamar Lowis, Jacob Rarker Henry and Isaac
Chute. Hannah Jonathan and James Armstrong Willlam Hannah and Ann
Foster Lucinda Sybell and Sophia Marshall, MNary Wilson Hanson and Ann
Chesley Sidney Marshall, Nathan Chute, (and George Henderson Gerushia
Longley and Susan Ann Henderson) Poor Children.

William Bent  Justice Peace
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To His Excellency Lieut. General Sir James Kempt, Knight Grand Cross
of the most Honourable Military Crder of the Bath, Lieut. General
and Commancder in Chief of the Province of Nova Scotia & its De-
pencencies, and Commancer of the FForces in Nova Scotia, New
Brunswick, Cape Breton, Prince Edward Island, &c &c &c

The Petition of Andrew Henderson most humbly sheweth to your Ex-
cellency

That Petitioner has taught a School in the Township of Wilmot since
the 17th of July 1820. And through the omission of the Trustees, is deprived
of his proportionate part of the Legislative allowance. That Petitioner is
now happy of having an opportunity of proving to Your Excellency by his
Agreements, for the first, and second vear: that he has taught regularly in
said School ever since the above pericd, without any intermediate space,
only the vacation of a few days, as related in a former petition. Petitioner
humbly sheweth to vour Excellency that he solicited the Trustees at different
times by letters, to visit his School, and examine into its regularity: but
on their default he procured a conievance and conducted his pupils before
the Rev. Mr. Best, and had them inspected by his Rever, who very much
applauded their proficiency in learning: he had his school likewise examined
by William Bent Esqr, whose certificate has been already laid before your
Excellency. All of which, can with the utmost propriety be certified to your
Excellency -

Petitioner most humbly intreats vcur Excellency, to take his Case into
consideration, and Authorise him to receive at the Treasurer’s office his pro-
portionable part of the Province allowance. And Petitioner in duty bound
will Ever Pray.

Frcm Your Escellency’s
loyal subject Andrew Henderson

Wilmot Cec 16th 1821

We the Subscribers promise to pay Ancrew Henderson the sum of Fifty-
three pounds for keeping a regular school for one year Provided he adheres
to the following particulars viz That he boards and finds himself for the said
sum affod. that he keeps one quarter on trial, and if not agreeable to the sub-
scribers then he is to desist by being paid at the rate of the affod. Salary, that
the Children we shall send will be taught such branches as shall be regjuired,
that the school shall commence cn Nonday the 17th Inst and so continue
according to this agreement, and that the said Andrew Henderson will take
for his pay such things as may be necessary towards the support of his family
and the remainder to be paid in current moneyv of this Province, Dated Wil-
mott July 13th 1820

Signed by me William Armstrong Joel Farnsworth
Henry Banks
William MNerry
George Banks
Abner Chute
Silas Chute

Benjamin Chute

Andrew Henderson Isaac Foster
William MNarshall
Andrew Nlarshall
John Wilson
James Milberry
James Chesley
Henry Munro
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This agreement made the Eighteenth day of July in the year of our Lord
Cne thousand eight Hundred & twenty one, between us the Subscribers of the
one part, and Andrew Henderson of the other part Witnesseth, that for, and
in consideration of the sum of Fifty three Pounds lawful currency to him well
and truly paid by us the subscribers in the manner herein after mentioned,
doth engage to teach a regular school for the benefit of such scholars as we
think Proper to send, that he will be careful of our children and not abuse or
handle them roughly, and that he doth for the sum afforesaid agree to keep
for the unexpired Term of one year from the first day of August next, and
to inculcate the following branches i e Reading Writing Arithmetick Mensura-
tion and Dialling, And we the Subscribers do promise to pay unto the said
Andrew Henderson the said sum of Fifty three pounds lawful currency in
the following manner, viz To find him in such necessarys as he and his family
shall require, (at market price) from his commencement in Teaching untit
the end of the year i e from the first day of August next to the first of August
one thousand Eight hundred and twentytwo, and what remains due to him
we do by those presents agree to pay in lawful money of this province at the
expiration of said time, each paying in proportion to the number of scholars
that we shall send, and finding our proportionable part of sufficient wood for
the use of the School.

And that he the said Andrew Henderson shall provide himself with board
and lodging, and continue to keep a regular school as the law directs for the
tuition of such scholars as we shall send to him for instruction, And we on our
part do agree to find a School-house sufficient and wood to make the School
comfortable, each in our proportion, In witness hereof both parties do set
their Signatures, Dated Wilmot County of Annapolis July 18th 1821,

Signed by us

A. Henderson Silas Chute
George Banks
Abner Chute
Hervey Ranks
Wm Armstrong
William Marshall
Andrew Marshall
Francis Jackson
Joel Farnsworth
William Merry
James Chesley
Benjamin Chute
Isaac Foster
John Wilson
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