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Poe’ 2004

Opening Address at 3:d Nirsamiehi Polk Song Festive! by Lieutenant Governar
Leonard O7irign followed by either Mr, Lutes or Mr, Cradghan,
and then Jollowed by Hen Maner ,Master of Cerenonise.

Flddle, Ton of Strinps =od Cotton-lyed Joe played by Flaren MacDonzld;theve
ks a vibration in the recarding whiah spoils this ftex.

Jamas MoGee, sung by Mr, Joha Hollswd,aged 99;eone words diffioult ta nsbe ousj
he onds with 2 step-dance and the stepr can he hesrd on the
tape,

The Green Velley, sung by iy, Harold Ghisuwey; for words see Songr of Mirasichi,
p. 2Ujeomng of false lovelwords clear.

Pretiy Little Sherherdess,or Ls Selle Jolie Sergere.is supposed to be next on
thin tape,sang by Alles Nelly, but there is ne scund,

A1l dtems frem Jrd siramicnl Folk Samg Festival ,Auguse 1960,



Opening Address by Lieutennol Goversor Leosard O'%yien

It iz my privilege to be here in »p sttendsnce to-uight bringing
to this meeting ns the representative of Her Nost Gracious Majesty the mmigsix
reflected eninence of the Crown which is »Of course, wost fittingly brought to
this meeting to-nioht, Tt is » genuine satisfsction to we personally to kaow
how establiished the Festivel hns become, snd ¥ sn very happy because of that.
Iam ¢ firm believer in the preservation of the traditions and the folklore of
our forefathers and reslising that much of thst lore comes down to us in song
and story, sueh cultural pursuits as this Festival is most heartening,and my
hope is that in years to cose, these early beginnings uey bhave magnified,ss
I firmly believe they shall into fonething of real importance and magnitude.

Already that is happening, for this sesson I've learned that fiddling
haz been added to the Yestival snd that of course, is of tremendous interest
and worth. And » shx children's concert is alse another added feature . All
thet le progressive, and it is all geod. This Pestival is described as being
unigque jthat ie exceptional. I reesll that so such 6f the popular expressions
one gathers coues frow sueh lovre as,for insisnce, the Stephen Foster melodies
and the now {mmortal susiec thergof, How delightfully these somge recall the
otherwise forgotten days iv the southern United States. And there were sokewhat
sisiler songs such ag The Yellow “ose of Texas yome On the Hsnge, which becane
popular about a hundrad years ago and have never lost their chara to entertain,
And aleo during the Civil *ar,the well known song,Good=-Night Irene was written,
and The Crandfatherts Tlosk. {5 of about one hundred yearg' vintage. These
songs were full of Rddd 181t and sentiment and much history of those tines.
“auy were born of the desire of the author to entertain huself and,of course,
othere as these melodies becaue more populsr. They were largely ssd ar mxx
bolsterous but always they had » #plrit pf cpatentment and enterprise. It hes
been sald that » traveller has no trouble when he's got his song to sbag and
%0 endless wiles over difficult veads through the foreste, scross the pleine,
becane less difficult and wore plessant snd the skies were mot slways cloudy sdfxexy
8il day. And 8o it wos hereshouts,

More than » bundred years ago,and since, right down to this very
nightssone-all yos wers made up by sone person so gpifted to entertain hinse}s
and eventually to entertsin in meny instances crews in the lumber csmps, And
often other gatheringe. The now so-venowned Larry Gorman could nmever have izngined
that becavee of his rhyning,posterity would so cherish his mesory a2 to have hin
honored o recently in Oromo whea Miss Mammy laid a wresth on his grave on behalf
of the government of this province. Then the Hippy Parker poens, particu larly
The Days of Duffer(?) Gillis,The an Behind the Photo,to neme s few, and others
became great local poetry. iMisc Manny and her many enthusisetic and willing
assaciates ,the %gx Ustary( a really truly Ciwvie Club it is) The e ranichi
Historieal Society, the New Brungwick Travel Bureau,and of course Lord Banverbrook,
Thenilen Homex. and Mr, Alan Mille who come bere with their tanlesntesx  and their
gkills, and the perforsers and the people ,all are weking history, the while having
fun, As of these days sueh is owed to thes, mxxkms and inestimable is the debt
future audiences assuvme for haviag sueh traditions so preserved, for thes. Volk
Song Festivals are popular in many msoy places, but it of truly greatisportance to
know  that this Mirsalchi festival is wnicue in North Aserics in that ,while in-
other places the periorsers are professional singers, the performers are all of
local snd non-professional calibre. This adds tremendously to the rarity sud
intorest of sxgn swch » Festivel, In this spirit of sueh conmunity intergst, !
gladly bring to this gathering the prestige of my offiee and in apening this
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Festival T express public gratitude to all who have made it possible,

fpeesh opaning the "estival gives by Lieutensut-Goversnor Leonard
Orfirden at the Jrd  tdramichi Folk Song Festival yand recorded hy Helen
Trelghton,fug. 1061,

Space on tape blank,and then reception faulty;

T thiak we can safely say that without iHiss Hanny there would be oo
Testival ond perbaps they say a native i¢ never appreciated in his own country,
parhaps that may be sa. I think now time is going on. I will hand the gavel
“ver to “en Homer . Oh pardon ne, I forgot Mr, Harry Srown, (applause) who is
our third judge. It is 2 pretty warm night . We're npt thinking such of Harry's
patdtdnaxtromightx products to-night ,but it won't be iong bhefore we'll have to
get hie woolies out,so we're delighted also to have Marry with us. Now without
aore ado I'11 wish I'11 ask 1 wishing hiz the hest of luck.

(This speaker hay be ¥r. Lutes).

Yer Hower: Mr, Chairman,Your Homour ,Mr., Creigamn, singers of the Miramichi,

ladiee and gentlemen, it's very difficult for me to let you knew exactly how
plersed I am 10 be dack here again in the capacity of Master of eremonies at
the "rasichi Folk Seng Festival, It's also very difficult for ue to exXpress

to you the difference between the job last year and this yesr and the sase part
in 1958 when we first began. On that firet night Mies Manny and I, and those
others,l'r. Treughton and others cpnnected with the Festival dfood here in this
hall ia fear and in trembling . ¥We had no ides whether the ides would werk .
vhether the Vestival woudd be a success, We knew that we liked the songs. Ye knew x
that the singers liked the songs and we had mo ides hpw the general public was
going to react to a "olk Song Festival. 1 csn never scourately express our grati~
tude to Mis Honour on that occasion hecause his presence, hie calm and guiet
assurance that the conditions represented by the songs were laportant and deserv~
ing of saving,publizing sud smering, did a very grest deal to reassure eil of ue
who were present at that firet Festival., We are otill very grateful for that
aight and for bis continuad support. I'm very glad too to have Pr. Creighton
baak with ns affer her one yesr hiatus in her trip internstionsl lande, snd of
course we're very pleased to have Mr., Brown and Mr, Mille once again on the
Jjudge's stand., I havehere n telegram which arrive ¢ thie afternoon, which

will be of interest to the séngers and § am sure to everyeme who had amy connection
with our first twa festivale,

"Bast wishes to the third dtilreniechi Prlk Somg Festival, I wish
I could he with you for these three nights becsuse I knews the sx singing will be
as fine ns aver. Sood luck to all my old friends and I look forward to seeing
you all at next year's festival," And that's signed Sandy Ives, We hope ha's
golng to get up for at least one of the nights this year, Did any of our fiddlers
arviva?

Introduction by Ken lomer ,Master of Ceremonies at the ird Miramichi Folk
Song Festival Aug.lvée,



Jases MeGee fpel 2008

Keb Homer ,i.0! And he was singing songs loug belare the regs: of us were ever
thought of aad the way he's going Lhe'll probably besinging them for yesrs and
yoarg to cone. He was one of the stere of those who weot to the television etudio
shmx in Mometen afley last yesr's festival and he's going to sing for us now
Janes MeGee,and that ,ofcovrse,ishe, Jack Helland.

(Cabnot makeout words of Ne, lollaud's introdectien).

I'uw James ticGee they do csll se,for the same I will ne'er deny,

All for fine homses aud rich lends fxom hiz I was forced to fly,

i wae bownd to ssil to the Nes Souih wales snd leave sweet Minnie Mogre
Yhen my parents died and leit me, I being their only bheir,

Urought wmp by uy old granduother, of ze she took grest care,

Seven long years in Dublin in the eid Acsdeny

Wy lemyning then would serve a king or s lord of = bigh degree.

2
“hen ay parents died and left me I hod one sunt slons,
And she wsrried an Bagilshman and togetber they did cosbine
ALl for to swear my life away eo bhavged I might be,
And she'd hecome theenly helr of all ny praperty.
3
Then I was taken prigscner snd on 2 oreen table sot(?),
AL fox 0 swear my Life sway wy aunt before me stood,
" There is the wen thet done the deed, cb him you cen 7
East Thursday ulght at ten o'elogk wy husband's wateh he stole, ™
“God pardon you desr sunt,” I said, "Your sould must danger he(?),
Tod pardor we for jfudping you ,for judged you will be,
But walt for the tribunal day when Christ wou ue calls,
There'll be wo liavsnor Jjuryuen thexe while Judge judges all,"
4
©h the judge he read sy sentence, those words 1 heard him say,
"Young men I cannot favour you, she has sworn so bisteriy,
S0 you must losve your childres gasll in sorrew to bewail,
Bat it's Jeave your houses and rich lands, you are bound for the New South Wales.”
“Oh 4i¢'s not by distent sailing or yet s it wy long 4
For leaviemg &f those children emall {or Lhoy're of a tender age,
May the curse »~f Minnle wmy dear wile nnd sy three ¢hildren saail
Look dows upou you Kate Holee for it's thet you should be ealled.”

Sung by Mr. Jobn (Jeck) Helland,and Tinished with a stepdance and shuffle
oft stageirecorded at Srd Miramdehl folk Seuy Festival by Helen Creighton,
Augd260,

Hon Homer Ji.Cet (Mikes pome remarh about the siep deuce,then says Coae on, and |
Mr. Molland's feat can be heard as he dances) That,ladies and genticuen,is @3

years of phythee. (The audience gives grest appleuse. The dencing for a man of

his age,especislly afiar such » ead song,vs3 » geud surpsise).



