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Banks of 3wezt luwndee Reel 19{§0.l

dt's of a farmer's cai ghter, tall, beautiful, and fair,
Hay rarcnts died and left her a lerge anount in geld,
She lived ‘'lony with her uncle, th: cause of .1 her WO,
Yo may hear how this nalden fared in Brove hor overihrow,
8r unecle ha' a plevonhbey vourg Wary liked quite well,

t wes Inbher uncle's gurden thelir tales of love would tell, |
Thers was a wealthv squire i@t oft came her to 523 ‘
But sti1li she loved herolo '
it was ona suarer's Wening her uncle weat stralghiway, ‘
He noced nt tre madd n's deor and unto her did S o ‘
TAariee 2rise ny o ettty mélid,a lady you mav be,

For the squire iswd tiag for yvou o
4
" 1 care not foryour squires, your dukas, or lords likewlse,
My Willie's eves appear to we 1l.:s Jf{ausndsin the sitles,”
“Begone vou unruly famale, vou never hapny shall be,
For | intend to banish#illiec {row the banks aof swagt Dundegl
5
This maiden fair 1.y wal«dng lamanting for h:rlove,
She mat this weal thy squire down ia hser uscle's grove,
He put nis erms around ner ¢ ol doff buse manJsald she,
"You have sent ihae XXumgsmaRxERhai Ixiave only lad I love from the banks of
f sweest Dundee,”
He put his arms around her and tried to tihrown her down,
Two nistols and a sword she saw bers sth his mornfing go
She took the weapon from hiu, the sword he used s free,
She firet and shol the squire on the banks of sw:z2t Nundee,
@
Hder uncle overhesurd the noise and hustenliag to the around,
Saying. "since voi rtave kille 4 the squire 1'1]l give vou vour deat h wound, "
“Stan 4 off,stan?, "crlzd Mary, 'undaunted I wil: be, "
She mxd the trigger drew and her uncle slew 0a the bards of 3 weot Dundeegs
&
A doctor then was sent for, & man of noted sicdil,
And then there came a lawyer for him to sign nis will, |
willed his gold to Mary who fought so manful ly, |
He closed hig eves ho nare to rise on Lthe bm s of sweet Mindece
|
\

~

oughboy on the banks of s weet undes,

€

v.i Lthe Danks of sweel Nun‘eel

Sung by tire Augustine ia ¢ipnald, North LHydney and *eat Cove, aad
record=d by delen “relghton, June 1958
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Wi a Sundayy hedressed i > baest,
But his pride wus his ol- braeches,
f‘:

Now last winter's snov le t vitials so low
Tia tPagddy was ate out coupletely,
And the snow oumig dowvn he ¢ould not get to town
Though hungsr 4id bother him greatly,
One aigiat as he day- droaniig - away
Abput hosts, fdiries, spirits,and witches,
He 'mard an uproar ow sids of hRa door,
He Jumped up andpulled on his breaches,
Says,®rian VoW voice likz a Turk,
'Come Paddy an yone ¢ating, ™
Says blig Andy Mooreg, "We'!ll Burst onen ths doar,
Suie this is no nigit to be walting."™
The word was Justospole when the door it
And they crowded roun arddy li<g leeches
And t ey swore by the mob if ths didn't gst prog
They would ¢at him claean out of his Hrasches,.
4 i
Poor addy in dread slipped out of the bed
HMad Judy his-darling old wife in,
And there they agreed tfu t they should get a feed,
e slipped out and brought a big knife in,
He cut off the «malstof his breschesths bast,
Ha rippsd out the buttons anc stitches,
Rg cut them in stripss the way they 4o tripes,
And biled them his oid leather brezchies,
5
In a dish theywers stewed, iu a dish they warz stfewed,
And the boys d | roardd out Lord bz thankful,
But Hagosrty's wife beim afeared of har life
And sha thought it high time r to shank it,
To see how thev smiled when thev thougnt raddy boiled
Some mutton or bezef of the richest,
Bat & 's 11ittle they «new it wa: lesther bragoo
Was blied out ofPFaddvis oid braeschnes,
&
Asthey mundth ed an the stuff says Derby, 'It's tough,”
Says Andy, "Tou're no Jjudge of mutton,”
Till Brian dcWork on the poini of his York
Haid up a big ivory button,
Says fat,"What is that? Sure 1 thouqghtit was ‘at,”
Pat Ieapt to his fest a'd re scraztching,
"By ihe powers above I was trving to shove
My teeth through th=2 {laps of

s O
"3

1, A g
o

-

SO v -1 uew b
higi Dre L HES »

i91ANo.2




Thay al
And he
Says Br
By the
Revenqe

All hils
- £ +.% 81

Sur
and rzcor

Quzst ion
you gl ng
Ansvar:

ues i on

Answer: ¢

Quzst on

father @

Answer, !

was @

4

I worked
worikedin

and =y gr
p

fAswaer: Theiram rents sor 64 from Scotland a laaglony time aga Fathep
Hicholson in Svdnev is my: T ir

1 T¢ew at "at bt he

1 & n’ "?‘.:r:a ke has

gotout of that,

Ltz and go for the prast, (priest)

t
run when he scen them all racing,
r

holy St. Bat

ick I'm
s

foisoned,™

for . the Joke that they ha dy D r theybroke
chalrs, tables, boyleg and dishes,
And from that very night 1 d Knock out vour davlight

of

¢atch you with .oldlaather breschas,

g by Mr, Augustine ¥
1 - & S P
gd by ifelen Crelgit

¢ ¥ry Maclonald, ysu

Irish mngs. Now wi
I'm a Scoteh all thr:
¢ But you enjoy t
h yes,

.."l,. -~
YiaC L]
n

1

lorth Svdner 3 *sat Cove,
1258

L d

LU o N
w

& b
P R e

$
Jig 5k

&

slng Gaslle - thal's Scotch- and
L are youy Are you Scotch or irishy
sughe All throughe Gh VeS e

he lrish songs?

! Where did your people come from? 3
Antwer: My mothar's people cams froo the Isle of “arra in Scotland,

m dfather's people came fron Glengarry In Scotland,
What was your mothar's Nanel

She was a Nicholsone
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Reel 191B

1 Wreck of the John Harvey: local song of wreck off Gabarous
sung by Mr., Augustine MacDonald, North
Sydney & Meat Cove; good song, said to be
written by Mrs, Lillalan Crewe Walsh; 9vs,
quite well sung

2 Talk About iieat Covej with Mr, Angustlnn‘ MacDonald; customs,

at differeat seasons, including Christmasjamd
beliefs; interesting.

3 Micmac Indians; recorded from television show from Haliifax,
with songs and customs,
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Wreck of the John Harvey Tgpe 191A

(There was two young fellows drownded on the shores of Gabarams)

Ye landsmen thatlives on the land how can ye understand

The perils of the ocean when you were safe on land,

There's many a brave and fearless lad for adventures to have roamed,

Have followed the fortumes of the seas far from their native home.
4

There's many a man in Newfoundland when the winter winds do blow,

Have been in fidhing vessels off that wild Cape Breton shore,

On January nineteen hundred and twelve Captain Curley did command

A vessel naned John garvcy from Balorum Newfoundland.

The wind a gale from the south-east blew, the worst gale of the war,
The Harvey sailed from Gloucester bound for the islee St. Plerre,
She was loaded with gemeral cargo, how hard the winls did blow,
And on the ninth of Janooary the ﬁarvex was driven ashore,

4
The captain give orders to his men the vessel to dismast,
The boats were frozen to the deck, the seas was fore and aft,
Says Qaptnln Curley to his men, "My boys it is no use,
For I'm afeared we're doomed to die this night on Gabarous."

5
Then young John Foote a line he took and hz tied it round his waist
To try and swimg to the nearest land,the ice form he didface,
How bitter was that winter's night, the waves rolls mountai ns high,
And tossed and ta ttered by the waves was this brave Beloram boy.

6
The wind a gale from the soutleast blew, the night being bitter cold,
It pierved the heart of this brave young youth, a hero brave and bold,
Though tossed and battered by the waves the land he chanced to meet,
And with his badly frozen hands tied the line upon the beach,

7

The rest of the crew all reached the shore,there were eight ofthem all .%/
They owed their lives to God alone and this hero Irave and bold,
Kippen one of our shipmates from exhaustion overcome
Died on the shores of Gabarous far from their mative land,

8
The survivors walked to some fishing shacks that stéod upon the shore,
Much hamperéd by their heavy boots and the ice coats that they wore,
They had no means to light a fire, how dismal was their plight
And struggledfor ass;stance on that dark and stormy night,
But help soon came from Gabarous, to them their tale they told,
About the wreck John Harvey and their shipmates brave and bold,
God's blessing rest upon them,they did all that they could do
To ease and aid the ;trugglinas of the ﬂarvgx's shipwrecked crew,

Good people of Belorum with you I xympathatki sympathize,

Don't weep no more for those poor boys for heaven is their prize,
And d 1 of you brave sailor lads thihk of thosenoble youths

That died away from friends and home on the shores of Gabarous

Sung by Mr, Augustine MacDonald, North Sydney and Meat Cove, and
record:d by Helen Creighton, June 1958



Talk About Meat Cove Reel 191BNo.2

Questdons What did you ® at Hallawe'ear at Meat Covey when you
were young?

Answer; Oh we did a little of everything. Stealing spples was the
most,

Question: Did you dress up?

Answers Oh no.,

Question; Did you black your faces? g

Answers no; Nobody knew m ybody was comin!, you know. But there was a
lot of -~ vou know they used to doa lot of destruction aroundsThey'd
go to the apple orchards,  me of them and break the limbs off of
the trees and steal apples and everything.

1 started one evening - one Hollow Eve's« and a second
cousiny of mine, we went down the road. We walked about three miles,
and makxxxsauixaaxxkzxrxadyixixaskedxhimxfwvhereiyauxxaing we met a
crowd on the road, I asked them, "Where are you goin'?" "We're goin!
to Donahue's,"” ge had a big apple orchard you know, and somm great
trees too, and ] says, "Look, you know very well," 1 says," ifa
bunch of you goes into an apple orchard you always smash the trees,
Tk re's no sense to that at al1," I says. "If you're goin{ b take
apples,” I sas," take a couple of apples, but don't for God's sake

o smashin' the man's trees." YOh no, they wouldn't smash ay,and
told the other feller it'swell for us to go back. We started back,
| went back for sbot a hal fa mile and went to another @ ple orchard,
and when we got up to the orchard the man he lad two guns set in
the orchard . 1 told the other feller, I says, "You stay clear.l'm
oin' in there. I'm goin' to find them two Juns," I said,” before
@ near any of the trees,” and 1 went d 1 around the fences !
found the two guns. There was a spring from the nipple to one tree,
and a string from the nipple of the other gun to the other tree, I
took out my pocket knife @ d cut the $trings from the tree,you
know, and 1 went around a d{l gotithe other one . Cut the string
from thatone , We had one of those little twenty-four pound flour bags,
you know. 1 took itout and told the other feller, "Now, "I says,
"we'll take the full of this little bag, and yougo down over the
hill like that, and when you get down pretty handy the road let
axk a little holler. Only once, "] says, and he went, And 1 waited
till 1 heard him holler, That one littl e whoopjuss like an owl
and I picked up the gun and I fired off the gun. 1 picked up the
other one, and I fired off the other one, 1 laid the two guns
alongside the fence, Well, 4 made a run for the same way the other
felle rwent, and when I @t ri ght ®ove the house - 1 had to pass
his house, you know, andl got just above the house and the man
was comin' out the doar and he only had one shirt on, and the
little dog ran out end hit him,you know - the little black dog
he had, and they made up the hill towards the apple orchard,
The 1ittle dog stoppede I had ducked intoa little bunch of bushes.
The little dog knew there was somebody in the bushes and ke started
barkin', He said,"You son of a this andyou son of a that." He gave
the dog a kick and put him about a hundred yards ,or ahundred feet away
and he kept on goin'! and the little dog followed him. Anyway I
got down the road, I got down © the mad where the other fella
was and we went home.Well, the next morning we went to church,
and Donahue, he went to the priest that morning am d he told the
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priest that they smashzd up ten or twelve of his trees. Broke

the ldmbs off of a lot of them, a1 d they saidthe gronndwas dll

covered with apples and everyth ing and there was a lot taken

Well the priest heard it and he came down on the ones that

weren't theres

Questl o8, They hadn't been broken at all, had they? Ot er boys
had, had th ey? : .

Answer; Yes, ere's lotgof timeét ey have went around there you

know. Broke thelimbs add that, They'd grab the limbs and pull

them dom and taske the apples off - the best apples they codld

pick out, The ph ce where we were, there was nothing done. This

man, his name was fenry Burton, He lives on the hill above where
the pastnfficexisxxatxWriek{pranaunezixwrack) Cave school howse

is at Wreck (pronounced wrack) Cuee , at Capstick post office,

And my sister was married © Joe McNeil and Burton went up to

McNeil's along with the McNeil from the church, you know and

1 was in there when they went in , and they was tellin! McNdil,
they says, "Somebody went in my yard last night," they sw#s,

"but they only firzd off the two guns,” they says. ‘le says,"l was
scared some body got killed, " he says. "That's what made me go so
quickes But there was no damagz done." And I said to him just for
the fun of it,"Do you know who did that?" "No,¥ he says," how
would I know? " I says,"I di de"(he laughs heartily.,) 1 told him
the fella that was along with me too, He says, "Look, any time

you war ts @pples, go in there and take thems 1 don't care how
many apples people wi 11 take, only not to smash the trees,"

Well 1 saidwe la d a 1it tle empty flour bag and we ok some in
thats .

Questi ony Well now at weddings did you used to seranade the couple?

Answer: Oh yes, some times a lot of people go around firing guns off
you Know,

Questiony And would you have a party? '

Answer; 'fes‘, every crowd's there all the time, yes.

Questi on: At the home of the bride aad groom?

Answer; Yes

Question: Did you Just W ve fun, or did you destroy things? :
Answer: There wus m ver a ything destroyed, no, Lots of danding,yes.
Question: And did the bride sn d groom have tostart the dance off?
Answer: Well they general ly do, yes.

Question; And some of the wedding party?

Answer; Yes,

Question: What wc\uld they ha ve? An eight hand reel?

Answer: Sometime s'they would, ando metimes - the eight hand is

the most they use anyway, Only just when it comesdown to this reel
step dancing you know., In a competiti on, you know, Some of them gets
in a little competiti on @ out dancing.

Question; At a wedding party did the bride and groom have to dance
first before the other people?

Answer; Yes

Question; And would they be the first onss served at supper?
Answer; Yes,

%%tion;r/tnd did t aﬁygsrve wine?
swer: lhey a ys Hadliquor down there., They used o be gettin !

liquor from St. Plerre.
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Q: Was there much rum munning down at Meat Cove?

A: Oh yes,quite a lot, Yes, They used to go down and send
vessels down fom Sugar Loaf there, Go dowm to Newfoundland

there win five or six hours amd they'd be back te next day.

They'd go one/day and they'd be Imck the next day.

Q: Then where would they sell it?

A: Oh parties like that you know they only sent ® r what so

many people put in,

Q. What they could wse themselves, They didn't bring it to
Sydney for imsstance?

A: Oh no,no,

Q: Have you any stordes of being chased by the coastguard? Or
the mounties?

A:No.

Q: I guess there was run rfunning a 1 al ong the coast,

A: Yes a long time ago, yes. There was a cross priest up in some
place in Inverness or iigrgaree or up around there some place you
know an d every wedding he'd give them strict orders o have neo
dance, Well, there was a young couple got m rried and they said =
he wld t emynow be sure, don'thave no dancing,for if you do 1'l1
hear of it a d I'll g thereld Oh no, they were going to have no
danc inge <nd this place = yway, one of the chw ch wardens he
happere d o be going to the priest's house for some business,
you know, and when he went in the priest asked him, did you pass
such a house,axixkexsaxsx on the way copin' here. He says,"Yes,"
He sa ar'1'Was there anything o in' on?" e says, "Oh yes, there was
a8 blg dance there," ge says there were a big dance there. That was
enough for the priest. He jupped up, pulled on his coat andh hat,
took his cane, and hew ent., He wal ked to the house and he opened
the dooar and walked in, The iman playing the violin was sitting
down alongside the door. The priest put over his hand, took the
fiddle - the violin - by the neck, took itput of the player's
hand. Heftbok up his B ot. He had a big pair of workin' shoes on .
He took the shoe, the violln, and he $truck it on the toe o-f his
big workin' boot, He smashed tie violin al | to pieces, Well, the
fellow didn't say a word for a while, After a littl e while he
turned around a diooked at the rest of the people, "Well, " he
says, " there's one thing. She didn't go without the priest.{m ud
laughter)., Well & out a week after that the priest went 12

"Maybe we shouldn't lmve done that."Smashed the violin, and he
went and he bought another violin and he wwent to the feller's
housz a d give him the violin., Yes because he sai d she d dn't

go without a priest an yway.

Q: How did you célebrate Chiristmas at Meat Cove?

A; They used to d 1 go dwn to church at Bay St. Lawrence for the
midnight mass. They'd be in there until three o'clock in the
morning.‘hey'd be home a little af ter =

Q: It would be a long distance from Meat Cove to Bay St.
wouldn'tit? ay St. Lawrence

A; Eight miles and a hal f.

Q: And how would you go? By horse and carriagee.
A3 Walked, Yes,

Q: Men,women, and d}lldrem
A: Oh there wouldn t be very many small ch ildren., But there's quite
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a lot of half size, They wouldn'tmind it.
Q: Then you wouldn't go anywherz afterwards to have something
to eat andiirink?
A:No,no, Sometimes, Bometime gpeople would go to some of the
other neighbors' houses down 'there,you know,
Q: Was there vy special B od they would have at Christmas?
A: They al ways lave that home.
Q: What about the New Yzar? Did you used to fire the New Year in?
A: Oh yes, Firin' off guns,all the time., Somez of them would fire
off fifteen or twenty., Some of them would be t' re for iifteen or
twenty minutes, They'd be there celebratint,
Q: Just around the midnight hour?
A: Yes
Q: Then did they mve aparty, or "Just the firing of guns,
A3Oh no, that would end it,
Q: What was the mm t exciting time of year when you had the most fun?
At The most fun, t' e mes t fun, the most fun, (He thinks this over)
Oh, there's a lot of times,you know when the drift ice com s ine
There's a lot of skating golng on, and sleigh riding,
Q: Are your happiest childhood memoriecs af winter or summer?
A: Just about the same, Yes,
CU: 1 think for children the winter is a wonderful time,
A: Oh yes, it would be for children, all right,
Q: Yid you ever go hunting moose? Oh, you don't have moos e here, do
you?
A: No.
Q: Did you go hunting?
A3 Oh yes, I often went hunting,
Q: Do you know any tall stori es @bout hunting?
Az 1 was out in Alaska.(This experience not recorded,)

Told by Mn Augustine MacDonald, North Sydney and Meat Cove,
and recorded by Helen Creighton, June 1958




