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l»ﬁ mmw Leopodd, This is o balk on the use of oxen in Nova

mmymmm*mmmmm.mmmmma
-2 WWMWM; WW,MNM&MM&mﬁmm

21424 O Pulas m&m vith mm e mm, wimner at the previous night's

2limond "fmmmmwwmmwmmammm
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Questiony

"0x Pulling® by Preeman leopald  Reel 188 1. 16
v.u‘g:m&mﬁ:lzupmmmmmmrmmm
This fellsh , Freemsn's the oldest,

How long heve you been sttending these ox pulling contests?
Oh, I guess 25 years,

You've been going to ex pulls? How far do you zo?

Oh, I go 20 miles, To Windsor is 25 miles, or Xentwille or Port Willimms
Po you take the axen by truck?

Tes, tske them by truck,

What do you get out ef 18?7

A 1ot of fun (much laughter ), Oet some money,

Enough to mske it worth your while?

¥y omen six feet and a half,

“hat can they pull?

Well, wround LO or 50 hundred,

Ohy it smounts sbout all the swme, Theylre all corvied on in the same line,
And what do you pull?

What on the drag you mesn? We use s drag. It's made of plonk, goes on the
ground, Mmﬁmmnﬂmwm*ﬁtmmmﬁ

About 2 to 3 hundred., They aremade of wood, “n
tpe they all the same wei ht, or do they vary}

vary from 100 to 300, We start with half a ton or 1500, m
on we get on to where we get stuck, mummu ¥
M‘ﬁwﬁﬁmmm%ﬁu
What 1s the biggest weight thet has besn carried, do you know?
Well, sround five ten,
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&3 The only way thers's m:rmmmummmuzmmmmm calves,
M*;ﬁmmwmwummmmmtm,

QU mmwmmmmmmmmmwmmﬁmmm What de
mu&ltmv

Ay Boom pole,

43 “nd are these cheins sspecislly made to fasten the been pole?

iy Yes, |

Qp Vnere are they made}

Ay Thepive made ab the blackemith's,

Q 1In New Ross? '

Ay Yem

9y mmmmmmmmwmwmmwmmmw

Ay wmmmmmm mmum&vmumm,
The bell maker's,

(Mueh sound of ox bells) |
93 The beamsters are always very much atbached bo their omen, sren't they?
Ay Oh, yood,
Q3 Do the oxen respend to kind trestmenmt?
Ay Oh, yos they want to be used good,

Q3 Do they show my affection? I meam, you're sll #o fond of them, you've always
MWM#MMWM mMmmmm ‘

Ay w,mmwm,mmmmmmm Wmmsm
haw and B0 oRy

Qg #ut you really get fond of them?

&,, w’m j ;

9 Have you sny idea how long pulling has been going on im Neva Scobia?

Ag Oh sbout [ifteen, ( voiee in background * mere tham thati") m“m

oldest exhibition, it must be forty years since they started hauling oxen in
$indg o xgt,mMﬁmmmwmmmmﬁﬁM

lﬁm Mwmmmw*mhmwﬁmm* xtmim
Q3 How did it stert do you know?




“h -

% To drew the farmers mw@wmmmﬁmmwwmr I supp
ose 1t started in a 1 way did 187

Ay (Mr, Chase) Oh yes, in & smell way, I know when Bridgevater started thers were
mtummnrmmam

Q3  When would thab be?
Ay Thet's about 30 years ago, Windsor is the oldest exhibition in Nova Scotism,

Vokoe in background "This one started with the second war (Port Williams) to reise
money for the Red Cross, sbout 15 years age,

Q) Won't you came & 1ittie closer mnd tell tha:?
MWW!‘?.meW&MMmaM&%mmMWM didn't you?

A,:M%m%%ﬂﬂwmwtuwtmm%m MW&M
contest in thei King's county, horses and mmx oxen pulled to vaise money for
Cross, Second World War,

Q mwwmmmam,mwmwmmmmmmm, haven't
you

Ay Horses generally pull firdb, The people seen to wanb to see the owen and thet's
whet holds the erowd, so we pull the horses first,

Q3 The people preferr the oxen, do they?

Ay Semm |

m But it's the same principle that you use for both?

43 Tes, (Numerous emen bells in the buckground) |

Voice in the badkground, " You'd better get Lewrence heddy up, on w pulp wood,"

Gy MMMMWM%&MMWMW mmmm*mumm

when 1 left there was guite a orowd stending mm long ¢id the: stay? Did
they see 1% through?

Ay Oh, yes, they stayed '%il it wes finished, sround twe o'clock, bebween two wnd three,
Qy How many people would you say were here? two or three hundred?
45 0Oh, no more than that,five hundred eeee- twenty-five hundred,

Q3 Twentyefive hundred to three thousand thre the How would have st
g ther unbil the end? o e e o

Ay Oh, the crowd bung right en '$il late,

Q3 Mest of the people who were heve would be famers,would,they?
Ay Wo, not sll, Net all farmers,

Q) They wouldn't have oxen themselves would they?




Ay o, just the fammers hosy oxen,

Q Mm‘w“ummmmﬁu,d.mwwtwm

Ay On, yes, yes, you have to talk to ‘em,

Q3 Mm,m%ymmmmamumaﬁmmmum

sort of hold couversstion wilh them, while they're working?
Ay Well, all the comversbbion is you're working snd teaming
Q But when you pull you tali to them, den't you? Well, that's whet I'd like to besr,

X§ sbout 147

Aj Oh no, sase people does, but not all,
Q5 Uo you? | ‘ ‘ V
Ay Bo, :

9 :mﬂswmummammMmmmmmmmmmm

you do when you're trying to encoursie them, Do you pull with them?

Ay mMW‘teMMW&

R Do you do smy pulling?

Ay We, On, me,

Qp 411 the pulling 4s done by the mebik: cabile? But they vespond to your orders?
And whet do you say when you want them to pull exbra hard?

Ay Ohy yes, Well, gee«bright or haw, :

Q33 Can they tell from the tome of your vice?

Ay Oh, yes, they kaow your voice,

Qp Well, I think we'd better have & little hauling snd get bume of Shis en the tape,

- x

Talk with Hr, Freemsn Leopold sad others st Port Willlams recogded by




| Reel 145 B 15-21
"Ox Pulling" by Lawrence Keddy

ot 10

Qs You mlmd for the Mersey Pulp Co., have you Mr, Keddy?

A3 There's been high as many as around cﬁbnt a 190 teams there in all the camps, They
had twenty camps opened in one winter, That's in Queen's County, We went to Middle-
ton on trucks some years and some years we drove them down to Middleton and went

3% then on the train, We drove them down to Middleton and losded them on the the
train and then we went to Caledonia and got off the train and went through woods
32 miles and drove them loose,

Q3 Did you have to go over very rough places?

Ay TYeh, rocks, lakes, swamps and rough country, barven country a lot of it,

Q3 What work were you doing down there?

A3 Hauling pulp wood?

Qs Horses of course wouldi't be able to do it?

Ay Horses was there, plenty of them, The first year we went down there there was more
oxen then 2s the years rolled by why the oxen go sway and horses come in,

Q; Horses can do the job just as well, comf they?

Ay Pretty, well, yes,

Q3 What about this rough country Mr, Chase?

Ay My, Chase, "Get Mr, Keddy to tell you about it}
Mr, Eaddé,'ﬂoll, it was rough country, rocks, barrens snd swamps we call it and everys
think like that,

Qs Was there sumething speecial about hauling down there that Mr, Chase wanted you to
tell us sbout?

Ay Nothing mpmwkxk extry, MNr, Chase says, " Ask what time he got out in the morning
and how late he stayed at night?"

Q3 What time did you get out in the morning Mr, Keddy?

A Well, some morni ngs we goes out round about generally anywheres after six o'clock,
especially working for Harold Messenger,

Q3 How late did you work at night?

Aj; Just according, sometfimes we'd get in around seven o'clock, semetimes it would be
five, just accordin' to What luck you had in the hauling, Sometimes eighteir,
Chase, There had been places there with eight I guess,

Q3 It's a long day, did they pay you well?

A3 Decent, =bout the best company I've worked for in this wmmmoxy country, taken for a
company,

Qs But the oxen are going out are they as beasts of burden?

Ay Vell, in some ways, in some ways I don't know, there seems to be as msny this year
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a8 there was last at exhibitions, but they're gone out from years back alot, the last
twenty years there was a lot more than there is now, they're just kind of s novelty
now, this year ad last year I couldn't see any difference, could you?

Q3 How do they get the wood hauled now, Mr, Keddy?

Ay They haul it with trucks mostly.

Q3 Yes, &k but the trucks san't go in through the woods like the oxen can?

Ay Well, they cut thelr wood now in long lemghts snd they got rigs on thelr trucks
with cablesand they hevl them that way now a lot of places, of course a lot of
places they start them with horses to get to the mbosdl road but Mersey got rigs
down there they call donkey engines still to yeard the wood but the sverage is
getting beyond now the horses or oxen or anybthingelse in the line in the &f walking
animals,

Q3 What food did you have when you were down there at the Morsey plant?

Ay Well, we had taters, vegetables and they fed swful well there and bhere was fish

and everything the same as it would be ot home only a lot better, more money
to buy it with, |

Q3 Did you live in camps?

Ay Tes, the logs, some camps was built, logs standing on there ends up sbout eight feet
then the roof went on, boards and then tar paper,

Q3 Yhen was this?

Ay Well, it's been back in the neightbour hood when I first went to Mersey, it's sbout
ei teen years, '

Q3 Are you sbill going?

4y ot xwkms this last five years,

Q3 They're still of course doing the same work?

Ay They're still epersting because oxen was our idea and horses and they're geiting
trucks snd donkey engines to do the work with end same places pulldomers and all
these things end 1t cuts it down,

Q; These cattle that we have in Nova Scotda, they're sll bregd here aren't they? Are

A; Vell, sometimes they bring a gentlemen ox away off but mostly on the average there
risg here after they get here, They buy the pure breds away some and bring them
here,

Q3 From where?

Ay Well, you now 'bout gotwe, they bring them from the Ftdes and I believe from
Texas, I heard Ben Cook 2 couple of years ago when he was alive, he didn't bring

Q3 V¥here are yours from Mr, Chase?
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Kr, Leopold, the oxen are classed aremtk they? in the contestl

Uh, vess, they're classed for thelr weight, small ¢ big erxen, they're classed
m%wﬁ,mm:ﬁm»mmwm 11l goos in one classe.some
of thme weighs 2 ton, forty hundred,

Do they start with = small calss?

les, they haul the small class, then they haul the medium snd then the heavy,
And the small class could hauvl how much weight? appweximstely?

Oh, well, arownd KO hundred,

fnd the ilntormediate?

Well, they go wp highbr, around 50 or 60 snd so on and the big vaes they run up
preply woll in weight, well, they go to iw five tons and horses is the swme,
1ight snd heavy,

Are there three c:lases of horses?

Yes, three classes,

What prises are given for the wimers?

Well, #1l different prizes, they go from ten, someplates 25 mnd some ss high as
50 dollars, find they give pads for hauling off, ox pads, They give bridles for
horses and so on,

And how sre the prises presented? Is there any covemony?

Ko, not much, someplaces in ox pulls they pive silver cups, for the winners,
Windsor, Sriidgewster, nd @ifferent places, .

With the neme inscribed?
Yes, you ¢an have It == I have tsken oven bo Muine snd pulled thes theve at their
s g

hot prizes would they have?
Well, they go up to ome lnmdéred dollars for first 'rize,
And do theyr have much the same system of hauling?
Well, a little @iffereat system of hauling but it €1l smounts te sbout the osme,
They have the weighte prectically the some as we, they oub it out of stone over
there, We start there with full load, that's .iz the difference I see and you
pull there for five mbnutes mnd whosver ¢can pull the furtheresst in five sinutes
getathe prise, %e atart here with a light losd and keep loading on,
What's the longest you pull?
Fifteen minutes,
You're not (ulling all that time, are you?

e o
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No, that 8 your time in the ring,

You've adding all the time,
whiich holde the tems back,

Yes, it holds pretty hard,

And the flat drag causes friction, doesn't 1ty
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"Ox Pulling" with Ferman MeDow,
Reel 148 B 21.24

You were the winmer last night, were you?

That's what they tell me,

knd what is your name?

Ferman McDowf, from Blue Mountain, I was in the intermediate cidss, My oxen
weighed 2860 , They won pound for pound over the heavy classes,

How old are you?

Twenty-two, Been hauling about ! years,

You've been going to these ox pulls for L years and is this the first time you'Le
WO,

Oh, no, I've won before ik the first time I ever won a champion,
How mueh did you pull last night to win the champiénship?
#About seventy hundred, last night,
What was you prise?
A get of pads, a nice set of pads,
Well, you'll be very proud of thove, Blue Mountain, how fgar is that?
About twenty miles from here towards Wew Ross, I w rk here, I work for Mr, Chase,
Did you practice them?
ies, I had them on the drag four times, before I brought them down here
Oh, I see you practice for these contests, do you?
Get 'em used to pullin',
How long do yo. practice, when do you start?
You practice for a half am hour, I started lsst Tuesday night
Just sbout a week before,
Couple of nights I was away ond I didn't get them on the drags,
Yo the crowds bother them?
No, they don't seem to,
You stay with your own team, dont you?

Yes



Reel 145 B 2h~end,

Qs m«.mm;rwwﬁ 'y%ommutwmrﬁxmaumﬂ
ks MWm%mM//

Ay ,‘,!Sm m : ‘m you're bresking them, they're brokes with the whip, they leamn
the howe of &b mwmmmmmm*mmmmwm&mmw
.WMMW%M%«?WMymm

Qs wmmwmmmammmmmmmxw

Ay m,mmm dlowsd to hit him in the comtest, You ecan wave your whip and use
Giile uxmm;mm*

Q3 Bub you m*ﬁ W them with 147

Ay He ‘ _

He, MWM the directions that he yives to the oxen ¢an be heard,

Qe from man in charge, "Whst are you going be pub en this bime, Lawrence?"

Ay ibout hOOw

Q You're dr&gm sbout four hundred, are you?

Ay MI‘ntMMyW&. ( He pulls and then he calls for another
six, He pulls it again, for a start ond goes twe fest, Move welght is added
making ninety bundred, lie pulls again and there is | bhe pleasent sound of ox bells,

Q3 Vow that m% ‘really gots lob of weight on snd you want them to pull extrs hard
what e you W to them,

Ay Oh, wedl , mM talk a2 little louder and heller a little harder,

My, Chase says, % you want anobher Sf more huddved on?" "You've got ninety-five
hundred on now, what do you say Judge, 1s that all right?"




Ay T don't know if it will start or not

Mr, %mwmtemtmuwmzwanhmm “Oh, let him put it om he wants to
wylg re you've got your 5 tmou,mnmmd. The oxen pulled and Mr, Keddy

thwiotma.(mlm not done at an ox pull but 28 a demonstration for
the collector.)

mumt&monthhmnhnpmdeingn this time, tmiinlen. The previous
teamster was Lawrence Keddy, Port Williams,

He has two hundred put en after the first heul which msles him thirty hundred, He is
the oldest temmster and his example of heuling is the best on this tape, He adds tow
husidred more , His directions are mostly whoa and back, They mfd another two
hundred and he pulls again, He gives snother direction whieh sounds like, "Go alive,"
Shey put on snother 200 whdch brings 1t to buirty-eight Wundred and he puils again

but his directions are difficult to put on paper, They keep umﬁwm:@ to

2 ton 2nd on to double their weight making it fortyefour hundred, Hach time as weights
are added he hauls a 11_%11 further,



