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Rum Running Reel 136A

About this time we went over with the Hazel Myra(?). There
came a boat off and load her with two masts, and it was rough, very
rough, it blowed hard. It was toorough to load a boat. But they
wanted it. They wanted it., They said "Load her up.” Well we
hitched her fast with all the best of the lines. We had lines that
would tear a boat to pieces, four inch ropes, that kind of brand new
ropes, and we loaded and we loaded and the first thing one fella
Jumped down and he said, "I think she's going ®wn, ain't she?”

She used to crdk like a gun alongside, the big new vessel. She

was built out Hhere at Boehner's. And as he came up he says, 'Yes,
she's sinkin'. See if we can get some of it out quick,"” and we
started in all hands., We hove out an d hove out an d hove out till

we put a half of it out sn d then down she goes, on the water. Wel,
we couddn't do anything but cut a line and let her go down there,
She lay about five fathom on our vessel, and our vessel used to

roll on top of her and our vessel started cracking like a gun

and we wasn't goin' to have our vessel sunk too, so we chopped
things of f with a big butcher knife and left her go. Well the three
men that was aboard of us they had a whole week. They had no place
to sleep, We gave some of our blankets. We only had enough for our-
szlves, you can think., We don't carry a big load for som body else.
So we gave them what we wulg, coats, and they laid around on the
floor and put in the whole week, and then they -~ I always used to
get them to tell me yarns about ashore and how it was and how they'd
get along with this and that with the boats. They used to say,
"Look, we ain't used to this. We're used to being ashorz robbin!
trains getting our money that way, This is no way for us to make
money. We ain't - we won't come no more. You'll never see us no
more, "

Well, " 1 says, "what do you steal? What do you go at the mest?"

"Well, " he says, "we got three hundred fur coats now. If you
want one, ' he says, "we'll send it of{ to you, next boat comes."”

1 says, "Yes, good God, send me of f two. 7Two or three."

Well," he says, "we will, The next boat comes we'll send them,’
and I believe they would have sent them but two days after that we
left and they didn't get off. No boat come, but I believe they would
have sent them because they wasn't lyin' when they was talkin'. They
was pretty nice fellas to talk to you know. They was dead scared of
their life aboard this vessel because ] guess they thought I guess
that we was worse than them., I don't know. Ferhaps they thought
that we was rough fellas too and wouldn't care for nobody. All
guns. No boats came without these guns and they used to watch you.
Their eyes went like this back and forth across the water. They'd
watch you like you was goin' to tiec them up. We used to tell them,
my gosh, we ain't people that's goin' to kill some body. When they
left they shook hands. They said, "Now I'm telling you. We got three
hundred fur coats stole and put in places that I'm going to send you
three of, for sure,” and he looked and the captain and he said,

'And I'm going to send you some o if you want them, " and Scott(?)
said, 'Yes, send one too.,” I says three is too many. 'All right,"”
he says, "I'll send you one. They cost up to zight hundred dollars.
You can have one.

Question; How did they get on the ship that was sunk?

They came off with a boat full of rope. She sank down
underneath the boat. S he went down underneath our vessel,

A grea big boat it was.
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Question: They cme out to get the load, did they?

They sent in.and told them to come out and get these
men. There won't be a load comin'!, so they went off and we went
home., I guess we'd have got the fur coats all right.

Question: Did you ever get caught?

No, only oncej only once, and that time we cut the
line in the night, and got clear. They was towin' us. It was
blowin' hard that night, a gal e of wind, One of our fellas went @
with a wood ax and chopped off their line, an eight inch rope. It
was somethin'! like a hawser, Almost as thick as our cable; that we
call a cable you know, it's a big rope tha thick. It takes two
three men to handle it from here to our float there. He went there
and cut it and it was wavin' and blowin', you couldn't sze nothin!
and that fellow might have went perhaps four or five mile before he
found out if we was in the stern., The minute we had the l
cut up it was on sails and away we went up right &  down to lee-
ward. He did come back. He came back the same way that he left us
bt we wasn't there., We was way down to leeward where we went,
with sails on.

Question; Didn't they put anyone on your vessel to watch you?
» No, no, they had no one aboard.
Question; Why did they do tha ?

1 don't know. This time they didn't, but they do
do that., They did d it down here with Lawrence Mason. They put two
men aboard him to watch him, but 1 guess they thought we was on one
of them sailing vessels. You can't get out of the way with a sail
ing vessel. If we'd have had an engine vessel why I guess they
would have put it but 1 guess they thought they had us like a
spider with a fly. They thought"them fellas is easy." We never
seen them. We went a hundred miles tha night, till next morning.
It blowed a gale of wind and we had them big mainsails on, tha
it's six hundred yards in a mainsal 1 - more 1 guess, must be nine

hundred, a tousand yards in it.
I went tos ea for forty years. Forty years I spent at sea.
Question: were you sorry to give up rum running,

Oh, I wasn't much struck on it, and at the lag o
it, it got pretty tight at the last of it., Oh yes, they got after
you pretty tight. The last time that I was at it the cutter caught
us off of New York - off of Boston this was, right € f Boston. We
was in so that we could see the houses. A north easter blowed us
in so that we couldn't get - we was frightened to steam to windward -
couldn't make no headway. We md to go to windard, and we ceulldn't
do it. It was a north-east ga ¢ of wind, right dead against us,
and it was blowin' fearful for Boston Bay. Anyhow thda evening the
wind kind of died out, and we got € f a little ways, but we was in
some blows I'm tellin' you that we could see the hotels. We could
pick the hotels out., There was a fclla with us and he usedto say
"Them is the hotels, the big high buildings, you know,” Here and
there was one, and we got out that evening and the first thing here
was the cutter come., He run right in us. He had no lights up, and
he spied us with a spy glass in the night and he - well, he had
us., So we had to come down home., He followzd us down past Cape
Sable here. We came down past Lockeport, right down here to Liver
pool, dwn further, we came in past here to the Cape and we cane in
past Ironbound on the one side. See, they come in the zastern side
here to come in to Riverport. When we went in the western side
came down. There's only water enough there to - you can go in and
out, but anyhow this fella wouldn't trust it - he b ok cold feet,
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and we went inside Ironbound, and he thought we was goin' in River
port, and we cane there and laid there in behind, and we used to
watch out and every now and then we'd start a boat lookin', and
first thing we sez them go up along the shore towards Liverpool and
away he went, and we out too., Two hours after that we started goin?',
it got kinda dark, we started goin' after them and we went over and
unloaded our load next day. The next night we unloaded our la d h
Boston Bay. We followed them back. The next night they said,
Stand by and you'll sec a bod ocome off, a scallop dragger. It's
comin' of f about forty gor fifty, and you'll sez, one of them is
goin' to come to you and give the booze to him,"

Nothin' like that came aboard of us beforz, So that afternoon about
four o'clock here come the boats. 1'm tellin' you it was about
fifty or sixty come and they went right past us, not one stopped
and they kept goin' out to sea. We was - we couldn't seec no land,
and {irst thing I see another one come and 1 sez, "This must be the
one, ' and sure enough, it was the one, He had a rake hanging up,
and this was goin' back and forward past the spars. You could see
that it was no fella goin' -

Quest on; Had wha hanging up?

The rake where they used to rake scallops. Yea,
and it was goin' back and forth, this rake, and I sez, That fella
ain't goin' out to ® nothin'. He's comin' here and he went over
round us and he come round us and alongside and he says, "'I'm here
for the booze."” :

‘All right, come,” And he come there and he had two men. A
big boat it was, and he put it aboard, and we had one of the hardest
Jobs to get out to all them boats that night. Oh my oh my oh my I
don't know how many, I think they still came, we unloaded the
boat, they went in and they unloaded the boat. There was nothing
to it. They went out scraped scallops, next morning they went in
with a bunch and unloaded the stuff and they told us the yarn next
time they came off and the sane as the scallop racket, they said
there was nothin' to it., Tht night they bok it off In cars
right to Boston.

S0 that 's the way they used to pull it, but they was smart
fellas that was at it I'm tellin' you. They didn't nat ice nothin’,
they didn't care fa nothin'., They'd shoot vou as quick as
lightning if you'd @ 'em anything I'm tellin' you. When a boat
came alongside and a man said anything it wasn't long befae cut
went the revolver out of vour pocket, and saild he didn't want to
hear nothin', And when a boat come alongside you, you'd have to
get your revolvers out, like this, and hold them in front of you.

Questi on: What year was your last trip?

Oh that was the last year the rum running was.
There was no more rum running after that.

Quest fon; Abow 19357

1 can 't remember that. I couldn’'t tell that.

Questi on; About how many years did the rum running last?

They was at it acouple € years. They was at it
a lot of years.

Question: Yes, it was longer than that, wasn't it,

It must have been - 1 don't know - they was ten
years at that racket.

Questli on; It was fifteen, wasntt it?

I believe, because here in Lunenburg my, them
vessels used tocome in loaded for years and years and years.
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Question: Did the men here say that there's no luck in
liquor }

Oh I often heard that. They'd say liquor money
was no good, but I know people that made it that 's got plenty yet.
That 's thirty years ago. Not thirty years, but ever since it was
runnin' and they got {t still.

Question: 8o you domn't believe that old saying.

No, it's just that whoever kep it had it, and who-
ever didn't keep it, well he didn't., He couldn't very well have it
if he spent it. But it was people wise enough to keep it.

Cuestion; As a wife being home, did you used to get terribly
nervous when your hushand was away? (addressed to wife)

Well ] never was used to anything else, because cver
since 1 was married he went away.

Question: Yes, but that was away fishing, but I suppose that
was dan gerous ® o.

It didn't seem much different, Wwhen they went
fishing they were gone for three months at a time, weren't you, in
the sumner, yes. Trips were from one month to two months to three
months, so this was about the same., we didn't know much difference.

Question: You didn't feel it was any more dangerous than going
on a fishing trip,

Well, 1 don't believe ] did. Perhaps 1 didn?'t know
as much about it as what ['ve heard to-night.

Question: what 's that (addressed to rum runner)

There was a French, a little French vessel came
here to Lunenburg one year, and  1d it right in the harbour. He
went right in the dock and sold it, too. And there was a man who
was supposed, you knw, to be watching them things right here in
Lunenburg, and this fella, this Frenchman, came in one night to the
dock, down into Harry Adamses(?) dock and tied up to the end and he
had the best kind of stuff on board, brandy and al 1 that kind of
stuff. Right from France he was. The best kind that you wuld
pick out, Well, us fellas, we was only young fellas them times,
twenty-five, twenty-four. WwWe didan't notice nothin' them times our
selves. So we had a brand new motor boat. I went in town and this
time my brother was with us again. I guess that fella was always
with me. $o anyhow we went there, and Frank Misener was there, and
he says, "Steve, you ought to get a keg." He didn't have no kegs
that I had seen. He saidwe ought to get a keg of brandy. “Yes,"”
I said, "I'll take a keg along. I wonder how much it is,”

"Why, " he said, "you can buy it for ten dollars a keg." "Why", 1
said, "1 wonder how much is in?" 'Ten gd lons," he said. ‘Well,"
1 said, "I'11 take one myself. It's chust what I want, a keg of
that brandy, now. There are feilas that make a good go of that;
sell that."

So we tied alongside the boat, 1 was in the dock with the
boat, so we went out ap und where the vessel was tied right in the
end of the wharf like that up and down the harbour. $o we had a
small - tied her up just with a small plece of rope, you know,
what we cal 1 a moorin', only ten feet, This boat that we le d was
a big long new boat about 30 ft. long and a brand new engine and
everything in her; brand rew everything., So I says to the felkh ,

I says,
‘How about a k2g?"
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"Sure," he ssys, "all you went" he says. Well, we sald we'd
1l teke one. Frank Misener was there, end Gordon snd I and we
said we'd teke three. He seid, "Get three."” So this felles went
for to get a keg. I sald to get mine quick. "Brandy I want.
I don't know whet the rest of them asked for. Whisky, I think
¥rank wents whisky." Frenk Misener, Cspt. Frenk Misener in town
here. He's no eaptain no more, but he's workin' et Smith's now.
80 they went down eft for theirs. He went far out by the chein
locks. I'1l neveér forget it, this felle, for mine. And he come
with it, big ten gellon keg. It wes about this long, I guess,
round. I says, "Let it come" and I grabbed it in my erms end I
put it in the boet and I - they was in the boat, them fellas wait-
inz for the other fellss - I says, "Look out for yourselves, boys."
I zrebbed the edge to me and I flew over end ewsey the boat goes
full speed shead end the lines gave off and sway I went and the
xeg. Frenk Misener says, "My God, why do you do thet for?" he
says. 1 says, "Didn't you see the customs felle up there at the
end of the wharf there lookin', comin' for me?" He says, "No."
I says, "I ain't goin' to be caught for a couple of kegs of stuff,”
I seid. "We go beck agein by snd by. He'll forget 'em." Well
I kep her zoin'. I went down to Rouse's(?) Brook there end I
put Frenk Misener off and Gordon. I says, "You fellas get off
end 1'11 teke this home and I'11 come back again"and I brought
it over here, down here where I live, end I got a place down here,
you know down here on Corkum's Island, end we had fish on the
flekes, end I took it up and I put it on the fish fleke end I
put & piece of cenves on like & fish heap - you know, like the
rest of 'em, snd went in town agein. VWhen I got in I gzot Frank
Misener. Gordon was gone. He went with a girl then. He went
off with his girl, and when we got there we went down the cabin
for to buy more. They didn't know me no more then the men in
the moon. S0 h2 said he wouldn't beceuse there was & lot hasppened
to-night. He seid, "We lost & lot end everything else, and we
won't do no business to-night." 8o this is ell right, I went
home. I lived in town then. I went home and I kept the boet in
town thet night, end next morning I thought - our vessel lsid out
by the Head here, right by Ksulbech's Head there anchored - a
fishin' vessel. I thought I must go eboard there on my way out,
I ceme over here to dry fish in the daytime., I had fish to make.
I thought, "I'1ll zo aboard,” and when I jumped on deck here wes
two solid begs of whisky standin' right up sgasinst the reil like
two bags of selt. 1 guess there was sbout four ceses in them two
begs. I chugged them in the bost. I thought, "This is good
enough; this is better yet.” I shoved them in the boat and brought
them on the island, end then I got over on the islend and there
wes an old fells down here Henry Allen ceme d own and wented to talk




off to mes 1 put a boat off to the stake, jumped him in a dory and took
him ashore that way, and he wanted to come there and talk to me and 1
hauled the dory ashore and he followed me and it was still in the bow of
boat. 1 said, "I must go up and see them fellas in the house, 1 went up
and 1 went about half ways and I went back again and he must have thought
"Now where's he going?" He went up to his house. I went down and I tore
up a lot of dry fish-dried fish, a big hole and I wut them in there and

I put the fish on top of 'em and went off about my business. I went in
town that night and the next morning I went down for to go in the boat to
coge over to 'he island again and ] looked down and here was a case of
alchol laying right along side my boat in the watere abrand new casef Its
five gallons in a case; a brand new one, like that kerosene used to be in
cans at one time, they don't carry it no more, i don't tink like that.

And I slapped it in the boat and I thought,t"T is is alcohol, it must be)¥
It was big dents in the side and here they loaded last night out of a

boat and missed it. They fell down and they couldn't get them in a hurry
and left them gos I took 'em up on board of Adam voser's vessel and 1
said, "Adam, let's see what's in them cans?" He says," It8s alchhol,"”

I says, " Alcohol.” M"Why,' he says, "it 'tain't a hole in it, must be alcdhol

So we opened it up, and it was alcohol. 1 says, "You take the one Can i,
and I'11 take the other over on the island.” 1 took it over on the
island and I wasn't on the isladd, I'm sure, an hour, I1'l1 never fore

get that, I took up and put it in our cellar, There we had like people
has on them farms, you know, they got potato bins, they call them potato
bins, bins,= you know (pronounced "pins") bins, they put potatoes in

and I took it back and when it was real dark and I stood in the corner
and ] went u- again and my father was ha&ling home turnips off the ladd.
And first thing he stopped a car beclow the house, You know, Gordon's
house, 1 guess you do, it's the big house on the top of the hill there,
and out come two men, They never stopped for nothing but up like a rush
towards our house, and they said to me, "Dofd you know anything about rum
over here?" "Rum," I said, "Heavens, no,only I had some.," "well," he
says, " a fellow told me that should had a lot of rum over here."

That fellow who had it aboard our vessel, you :¢e, whoever it was
must have knew that I took it and took it on the island and he sent Fdem
fellows from Mahone Bay, fden it was, They was Liquor Insrectors. And
he said"I'd likz to have a look around", I says, " My dear man, if
you want to look around, look around.," He says, "Let s down in your
cellar." Jwell, I tot vou're going in a good place, you can't go in a
better one, You're going right where it is., Down he went, ke says,

"You go ahead," I says, "Yes." He went down through¥ the ocutside doors
you know, like into ours, outside down, He took the search li 'ht and he
went evérfrounc that side, I had it here, on did - over here about in the
middle , right below they go up to the steps in the main house., He went
right around pretty fast, he walked with a search light , he came so fast
and I ®@n't think he could detect it, and I was looking at it, the same
time. Looking at it, it was a big board with a big hole in it went again
st th partition, and here was the big can standing and he went so fast h
he said, "Would you take me out to the pig stable?" We went up %nd he sai
"Someone told me you had it up by the pig stable door, = floow. 1 said
"] don't know nothing about it, but let's up and I'll help you tear it,



up, if that's what you want. Look." B8e, w2 went imte the pig stable

he sald, “Where do you tink it could be?" ] savs, " Well, look, I'm
going to tsll you something, my dear man, now 1'11 tzll you something,

If 1'4 had any whisiey, @0 you think 1'd briny it hewe, in any build ng
for you or sangbody zlse to se2e.” 1 says,"Look It down, here, along that
shore, it's nothing but sand for & guarter of a mile.” 1 says, "It's
sand, do you think I wouldn't shove it In the sand somewheres along there
on our propariys” 1 sayvs, "Do you tink I 4 carry it up here,” | says,

"1 don't live here, Wy home's in town,” 1 savs, " I chust kapxeaes Hhavs
it hld sway , someday i'l]l take in town.” "God," he says, " 1 thak gxu

i smell booze on you," "No," | says, " you can'i smell no booze on me,

1 got no booge inme," | saids And all the time I had two drinks, Had
it in there in Luneaburg before we went out. He suid,”] tot, I could
smzll 1t, but perhaps | am mistaken.” 3o he loosed at the plg stable

and then ] savs®l won't tear that out, my goodness, I wouldn't tear that
up if there would be ever so much there, 1 said, " It's nodethers, if
txxnnxxxhuxn{xlinxhatpxxunxtnaxxt:xuuxuukxx there'd be some there, I'd
help fou to tear it up, only to get it." 1 sald, And he looksd aﬁﬁ!lm,

he savs, " 1 guess ‘he fellow that sent me hare,” he says, "is splteful
of you or smething.” 1 says, "l couldan't think of who it was,™ 1 saild
* Who was 1t? Tedl me will youf® "No, " he says, "1 can't. } don't want
to cateh you afiPVis VRV adl ML LTR % P Bui PV L PSR
3% 20/’ took 1t up in our ell, over down here on the island, it vwasa
»lace vou could go up to, it was a finished out ell ybu know, a good
finished out ell, but It was a place you could up to, if you'd siend-
something high that von ¢ould getl us to it, It wa: something ilke a sk§-
light you euuléd g¢ uwo Inside 4nd It was & big L there, the whole poom and
I took lines and I tied 1t sround the bottles,and I lowerzc them down the
whole length of the ell, down in th: roef and ! drove little nalls down a
1ittle ways, you know, about thutfar flown, and tidd lines there and that's
the way 1 had tottle after bottla,.

One dave | had it done in town too, when ] was down in 8%, Flaerre

I bought afkxskuff mExskx off there with me, and ] didn't go on that trip,
and I took It ashore and [ took it uwp end I lowered it down In th: same
way, One day Daniel and 1 was painting dories we came howe and 1 sald,

"If 1 had a swig today, I could take a drink If I had it." "Yes," he saysg
"and ] could, I'm tired." 1 says,) I'm going vp for the fun of it and
look up there, | believe yet there is some up theres, [ always tot there
was some up ithere,” Anc I went up and | went along with my hands and here
I got a hold of a nail and here was & line and ] hamledit wp and heres was
a bottle of -

Q3 #here wasthat?

Ay Home, in our own home .

Here they was often efter me because really we was all the t ze at it
Why we used to come home offafd tri's sn2? ake it up and rut it on-wz came
home one trip and Uordon says, - we had ab ut 2° casss that time, him and
l1- he says,"lonna go over with and hzlp »ut it up?® "Wo, I'm not going o
over with its Ome is enough te take that home,® "well," haz says, " and
fire it out on the shore and it'll lay thera, I'm not going to bother mye-
se2lf with ft." Then he was going, like I said, with a girl and he dida't
care, he hadn't &ls mind on that and when he got home he was gone, Well,
he took that load home, and Xkexm it was a man down here by the name of
James Selig and as bhe carried It up James Seli; used to take it from him,
when he'd go down for enééhsr and James “ellg used to take it off, cese
by case and naxt morning ther: was only half of It there, the rest of It
was gonee 50 James 5elig said thut after that he took it fiom him as fast

¥
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as he carrisd It up, till he had enough of it, he said, "1 didn't want no
mora." (Much laughter] That was ourepretty near our iast trip.
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And them did you ge back to fishing?
Yes, we used to go fishing In summer time,
Did you enly rva rum in the winier?
Yas, but once 1 was al it twe susmers, all summer, down at St. Pierse.
We ussd to go down there and load, Take it right in.
 where? in Nddne? \

0 Maine, that was our place wilh dem boats, up in Maine we used o
worke Up that river we used to work all the time with them people.
You know with little bosts/ But with the vesseds we usszd to go down
of f Wew York with different people all together.

You didn't do any in YNova Scotlal

Bo, 1 never did.

Some of tha other fellas 4id?

Oh yeus, they'd go off hire and sell it sut here and down to Wahone
Bay and dem places, but I never got In with them peeple,

Uid you prefer g ing on the longer trips? A
Wall, 1 never got on it, you se¢e, I dldn't happen to get withf/ I8d
be only too glad to get on to them kinds of trips, bscause you'd get
in alot quicker., This way you had to tske the lens trips.

Home uszd to sell them right off of Nova Scotia?

Ch sure, yes,. L

gc@pl« in Halifax?

s, | havs Lo sell it in Hallfax, right off the rails 1 used to go
in - we usad to do wvwrtythlng that was it to do with that business,
thers couldn't h.ve been noihing domm that we didn't do. We went to
Halifax one time, we went to 8t. Flerre with a load, Shaw us«d to have
& charter and we W€ 'd go in there, dere's where nis home was, them
times, that was the firdt of it. §hma veu could in any place, in

Lunenburg, anywheres around, dis Nova Scotla, in the harpours,
and tie up, Customs would eme off snd ssal vour hatches and that's
all it was-and put a watch aboard, that's all there wokld be to it,
till you go outs. But this time we waint to Halifasx, we went to MK
Asils Smith's with thisvessel, well #® in dem times we washigher, iLhat
wasn't Gﬂ@“?h money for us guys o go down Llhere and wake so much a
month, that's a bundred dollars, or s mething l1ike that, two humdred .
We'd bring a lot with us of all kinds, wines and well, evaerything w
you could name, the best of hind too that you could get, 80 you could
sell it, no nn&tur where you'd go, the boatls that you used to come off
used te buy it from us to, and thers was a fella cam: aboard, and
he says to me, « [ kaew him well, it was & fella dere, XV he used to

up the fish casks, he sald, "Could you sell me a casel” 1 says, "Sure,

1'11 sell you ten,” Mind/ you we had some ni e fellers too,
This s:per cargo, vou say, he wanted a hundred dollars bufore he'de
Den he wanted to siip,here in Lunenburg, They dldn’t give him the

hundred but he got the money snybow, and he “ot out an. went off and
we naver seen him bsfErsg no wmore,
“ell, what was your wethod of taking on supee aargu‘
They had eharge of the vessel, the vesses] wasthere's when you laeft
home,
When vou left Lunenburg? Did they join the vessal in Luncaburg?

s “& got 'em over thars, but we took the veéssel over and they cane

of f aboard anstheyv had letters to identify themsaelves and the skipper
and everything was in that letter, and .hat to do gnd how Lo use the

everything was there, orders of all kinds,
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where the big boys Americans, who ran the rum running business?

Oh yes, oh yes, Jewish people, mostly Jewish pecple, they was pretty
toughf peosle and some was nices One trip we was over we had the
finest kind of pesple there but they was Jew people and tha boss's
son was off and he was a wonderf.l nice boy, 1'll say that, the
nicest boy ] ever met in my life, he was & fells about 21 end he gave
us anything you wented that he had, he'd have gave the womks. When
he went home, he gave everythinge-all he had was She clothes on his
back, he gave everything, didn't take nothin' with him,

How could you be sure that the supsr-carfgees letter was authenftic?

¥
Oh, the skipp.r s name was on and the vessels name and everything,
Just passvd it fo the skippery, Shem and den we wenl to load up on
the steamer, That was nexl orderss. Next was to se¢ll it to the hosts
that come,.

Why ¢ uldn't the steamers sell {t to the boats?

Well, they ecouldn't get it up and down, the steamers was xnaxhigx
that high up, that our spars«~only tha top of eur spars took his tep
tails, He was about 30U feet long, the steamer,

1 sup:;ose it wouldn't be safe for them to be dolng that over the raill

Ne, thers was onz caught one time, oh, yes, it was & bunch of them
around Lunenburg, hiejachked a big steamer, oh, they get rich people

to 1t, they took the waole works that the man had, that Lhe steamer
hads 1 think It was about 40,000 case¢s that they took off the steamer
in one hitchs Put 'em saxxhmx under bars In & room and locked ‘em

up end took charge oi the steamer-took the steamer perhaps 200 miles
from that place and unloaded her and when they had her all unleaded
they went off on thetr vessaels and good bye, Laft them open,

That was piracy on the high seas was 1t?

Yes, then we went over another vessel, mufxim the whateyou-call - it,
over here st Rohin Jones' not George Hing but it wes a big vessel

and what was that vessels name, the Glant King. We went over it
they enly had @ halfethey had here with @ half a load, then I went-
me and my brother went in iLhat one, we left Annie s She was
going fi shing and we went took her over to unleoad this lead and

there was snother fellow that came over that was married down here to
my sister, he was lost at sca, before the war, they sunk a three
master, they went inm the boat, a submarine sunk them an/ they went in
the boat, they was all hands losti but one er two men, in the boat

the rest all drowmed, He drowned, my #dster's husband and anyhow
they sent us over and we unloaded Lhis load, he took It off of this
man fown hers that was sarried to my of ster, now he says,"You stay
here 'til we come,” we couldn't uaderstand that, stay here 'til we
comes We lafid there for one week, and not ome coms them yets Then
it start getting hot weother, cold, it was wonderful that winter tunne
ed oul to be, nothing but ice, you @uldn't get in town half a vear



when we got here. Anyhow he says, "What do you i ak about 15"

"well, 1 ng::" I tink we 9o home./ Nmmxkk What's the use to lay here,
thore’s ne boogze aboard, no nothing we're here a waek now and Now

by and¢ by the feed'll be alle we wasn't fitted for a real long time,
we only had & halfl a load,™ Wwe wes for o come back to Lunenburg,
well, when we came bacih to Lunenburg we couldn’t get » all we had a
wonderful gale of winter, coming Nord Sast « Nor' west - s wondarful
fale, nothing but ice, we laft over there and him and | brought the
vensel down 200 miles. Then you want 8o talk abeout o man's hailr getting
greys Three hundred milaes, nim ans 1 brought the vessel dewn alone,
not one man would come out from forward to help to steer, 1'11 vou
proof of that, men yet aldve that was with us, Morris Binck, was sur
cook, he was merried to my sister,

Q3 Why wouldn't the others ¢ me out to help?

Ay Secaraed, so hard it blowed, you couldn't get back at it, he would
always say, "Don't let her go inside, don't let her go inside
that course,” « we wasrunning for Cep: Sable, he said, "Don't
st hér go inside of that." Because we'd have mad: up Bay of
Pundy, wa'd have run her abhore in & gal: of wind 1ike that, and
all hands lost, Notim' but snow and lcg and io: froge on your
face, Well, we got down and next morning we made Justi a little
shade to the Zastard of Cape Sable we could see the land as plain
as could bes It was peepty-it was a lot ofe«lt was wretiy cold.
You kmow how it is in ‘he w nter time. And they only had a
foresall onte her sad they said”Po you think we can get the storm
sail outes” well you know how they got them, high straight up a
l1oft, It was motin' but one bank of ice, thai sall, we got 1t
down and we pounded it l'm sure for 4 hours, *t 1l we got half of

it us, It was still o reef inte It but we got frow the reefl up

it wasoaly half of the suil wo amd we got down here by Corkum's
island, he says, "We won't get In,” and everything was $co and |
went forward with the geng and +¢ started pounding ice and © unting

and countin® 'til we got the cha 00 L we Bad ahakt &
fatiom of mxaﬁmﬁg\:& got the Mﬁ&w ww QW%
Corloun's ugml. we cane almg lend you inow with t ¢ wind s here
from the Nor' West and we eoud zzmm u‘;m pr ‘gw goody "1l we
ot 4m here inside of Corkum's Islend iy 98 908 here mmm

o liend snd Ironbound, Rose Head snd the Uvense We stood seross
tm;u and w;:ww o ¢ 4 i'mu don't tack, we'll M@gn to mw off
snd rws out sgoine” Aud by the sweet sho cume 'round. & mw
far down in thebow you koow with leey that she wes 1ike & splnaing
6P, she cume piaht voudsds 3
z‘;ﬂw‘tﬂ?‘mm*t heve sny eerge them, would youl R
A} ¥o, notin' in bub » we got in heré a pleSe of the way and he
cuttor opme oubs I Gon't know whether they wecdrunk or Dot but they
hed the vessal 21l smeshed to yloces forwerd, thag went Wﬁvﬁ*
over end they dome everythimg the couldy they hed five vel ht to
our ohes Bheg vesselews hed chbout & bundréd ton of bhllast ia the
vessel, she wes sbout thet stout thet Jrom the Mg‘“‘”i‘, there W
you méw wes an ewply hold end the weler was over U %e»;; ‘vvaf MM
floor, @0 =:ueh water she hed in heor, no one wouldl pump end she wes
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sbout belf full of weter vhen we ot there, [ guess she'd have
punk if we'd s«had %o stoy cut twe more deys in roughk westher
likte that,; becsuse there wes no ot there to pump, you couldn't
t there to pump "esuse there was so much water, « too much lee.
$ The boet that you were on¥
iy Yes, 8o wo got iu and tied her up snd that setiled her, vwe
didn't go ne more that winter, we stayed howe, we wouldn't g@ no
wores They wented ws to go hi-jecking over there, go vd of e
steaner or scuething., HNo, T didn't finish ay ydern, Then th :
cene end they wented to know whe geve us loave to come hongs Woll,
ve seid, we just ceme home sud thot 's all there wes o it,; well,
they skdd, you vere suppose to go on 2 stesmer and take Uhekw
stuff, thelr booge sway irom them mu! I says snd Gordon,
"We don't do them things, we ain'® godn! te do, ond won't do 1t
for nobody.® Aud they told us vright off the vessel, get off, W
said we don't waat you fellam, we want somebudy thet will do whe
we tell them. ‘
Q4 Pid you ever get put inm Jall?
A3 Ho, but pretty close, they paid us out sv we didn't get am.
But Iéu tell you thevsre, stop 181 (He means the sashineg)

This ic the tiwe thet we loeded « that he bullt us & new buaty
over in Maine, this ltost was 60 feet lomg, with twe yed(?) engines
in them, she went torty miles, she wes smipose to but I don't inow
whether she i1d or not Wt sh& went lest guybow, &0 We were suppose
to go off end losd off 2 shhooner =nd we left Helagen, thel night
bafore derk and we got off and we made the vessel before it di
got darks We took one thousend eases thel wes osur lesds We started

or Muines The next morning aboul diuner time we got There, sevenw
teen nile off, thei was cur serk whibre we we g suppose to g% no
closer in the deytime, snd then we laid there all :E;z, Yeil might
coney SRd we never wes there befores yhow we started off foy
thig=Trom up this Msine river sad we wvent in.amixWe wes suppose to
gee o boet wes there with twe mon In 1L, & pilot boaty thers wes
suppose to be the pllet snd we got thore.mmst It was aﬁz @ iittle
iﬁm, I should say about not & yusrter of & mile, Just o hidew
out place, for this bost, so the cutter wouldn't see him or the
hore people wouldn't see hims No one lived on thie island but
rocks, We stopped the bost , wo wosews hed noiee outl of the funnel,
and wm no noise of no eng nes you eouldn't hemr, not on deck,you
couldn't ¢ We stopped the boet snd we ¢oid™iivten now, all hands,®
Pirat thing, here csme s bosbt, puff pulf pulf o 1ittle boat, of!
about 15 feet long. Two men ;mm on deck, the one fellow took ¢
the wheeB. All ve done was Just to stend weteh, look gut we don't
run into the shore snd look out we don't run into nutin's So we
went forwerd, we stood there and uswd 0 say to ohe anothery ® I
guess this i2 car lact, we'll never get cut of this, the police
stetion will plek us up perhaps +MBc v went snd went and
wont smd wenb, ot last we gol wp Lu whewrs we wes going to lend

ve shot right into a ploce where thoie was wo houses ovue on elthey
side in the depk and we weat Yight up past the he.se up yeb

further in the doek, wedl, I siwuld soy lhetthe dock wae sbout ifpy
or hundrd feet long, it could been that longs In the davk you
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souldntt mm. but this fellow thet hed the MNMM
he was going. mamﬁmfm WWQ,,,&JW

his name wes Johnstone, § wp!ema unlosding.
M'tm‘wmﬁrm mmzmwk?;tm;mm M

MWQM&&MMMIM
like 1 g Wiils 6go overy man hed the bestef |
et go !ma;ﬂtmmm - ﬁ’
e&m&iﬁmh H 3

what's go w ho
eny it fm wgiwi
tm§ vent, sud next time tw

Ismmmmawm
e tuice o8 big WALATge *fw

and get ¥yo v n
mwmwmﬁuﬂt ufmu%g;n -
’ tishoz gy w@m tiso w"’

m m «umwﬁcmmim m

’ a & ;W o 24
m; whe mgntwum&mmﬁ mm%tm

umm twnmwm,mmm,m s o
mmmxmmw,mkm,hmmmum e |
amwww#mmmm Buper ¢ :

we're mmma  four |

ﬂ%l d again.® &




thew #oupresliocders, and wll nends on deck, #nd looking down on
you deeck, leughing, ot the boose, the Bold was Full Sedi the desk

&a full teo, She wes uli mmma room you know, & blg for'esstle was

hey about thet loag ﬁ*m f‘w mum eight ﬁm pieces to sleep.
by theve they wes lﬁ%zd %m say to us whet do you
vanit to be towed in or m&vﬁ how %wm nils sult youf Gordon
used to sey,® My God, how tem arv we off here? Wo couldn'te
perhays we'lre mot sil se Tor 26 we &hwm bee I dun't Lmow he seys
no log out, just go by judgesent, by the eagine « by the bost how
fark she went end vhen thet &ime wes Upy mm W,k you'd stops You
wee there within four or fiw uilas anyhowy yon & m how fast m
wes golng by the englne, Well, they'd go % and yound us
and this boal Mmm was dee) m 'ﬁm vatary very m mm the woter
wsed to eome upy we tho * ho'd sink ’a; and he fmm it I belleve
4t to try to s ok ug he dong everything he ¢ould; "twes kinda
getbing rough snd be'c send thet m?m ﬁmt m %«@m shooting m

past you why it wmﬁd sutd the smter u  the wind would
tlow it right scvoss yous It wes mm ve B0 bhe seys,
will ve do¥ We'll heve to go buck, we ep “f% zet clesr of P

becauso he ean go feetyr then we mm* 31, “we west buck off of
fermouth and we leld there sll sfternoony we go baek m%wrwu
I gusse we gobt boek there about four o iMk and we went &
tie light shlp end 3ald, Ve said we'd weit ‘&hmm 1411 derky now
we were irying w & round him ond round him spd tried Se %t clear
ef hia that way | kemop ouwr lights on and then putl them o
wes ‘M{iﬁg mm a&mﬁm gide of us from bere to ﬁ&mh door sutl mm..
He wouldn®t go no distonce from us %o Lo pure Mmt = ho didn*t knov
hov fag. we obuld ga you knows Bo wo started maumeuvering, we'd
start going eround this light ship. She wee m@ma& o mgm.
¢y 'The Lupcher Lightstip¥
A} Yes, we went yound snd round tols mm&m& apd ¥ e around
and ey ;xwl and blm eftesus. Soumebines he'd ‘lzm vhe mfmr m@v end
give 1t to us ospositdy you inow ours cculd turn qulcher than hige
B2 e ties Nk Tonx Lot M te soukt met &6 e Seendid Bet
ve was there until eme or twe thei :migw;, goong beek spd fovward
and mround wnd ercund, wod the fellesy there they wes stending looke
g wmmugmmmw tw go big plaves thet you can in the budy
of thes end open Up Them | M; mm &m 1M auk, ’mnw they Vs
lsughlng end hooting sl us. oWy - 1Y
sying all kinds of ottt Do She Thilin Shoend Shp wANHP ot Shay
aid m and lat us alone. m:z. we spid we'd go to sleep
mmw Loy mi st thewind ﬂm& out and it m erlag
m wm a8 1t eould bes 1t wouldn't blow & mateh wt. 3 wo hed
m m&y out wve leid wm foug waxw in the wowming, it didn't get
dight umtil sbout six o'clobit, we'd wait until hw WBE gwﬁ
aiuwg' am Y541 all heade got m we eould be & long wers
*t:&&. they'd got their bost and the suipper out sud all hends me
in sgein, 8o fmw otelogk I shoulda say he wae about - he might
heve bbem & guarter of & nile, driited zwmy from us,; kind ol you k
mow thetide tosk him end We mxtm we pat these ﬁhma Pver i;?m
engine mmbxms thet he ¢ouldn't heer m we gtarted hoy off cnd ve'd
lmwm over the stern end we'd think, my gosh they didn't weie
up ‘
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and the Cirst thing we got sc fey swey from thes thet we knew
W&wu&v 4%@% %ﬂﬂgﬂmmmtwmthmm
mmﬁtm irst th mmmmxam

,wwﬁm_mhﬁuaﬂp«mtu mmmtm

we hud i o light

us ¢ gnd then we wonb tf;a WMWM the wind m,

rigged ¥ e esrk wood ead we put the light
eboard and l¢ i.tawmm&wzammu m’mn spot buoys
thet wes excotly like the omly Bot quite so big but he

thought that we pel our 1ight on sterbosrd end M‘m iﬂr there

it wwalmummwmwma’% there at 2ll sad the lights hed
mazrmwmwmwmwwwm .--M'mwmmm
Wﬁa*’krmﬁmmw&ywm round in 8
#:Lngam&mmaﬁ & riug sad mmmat mnaéﬁm

ati.&mwwftammumh ﬁﬁmtanmmm%mz
tm's;zm Mthnvﬁ#M*%ﬁhth got ovar thet
aftsrnoon ¢ mmtw%mmlemmm
w&. Thet mn M m sobool tesphoXe

thmm a!mr mm mtm
W o * mw&

mntmnmi wm
' Wawml:wwmam
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Q3 You went to Pernuds Booy dide'v you?
Ay Gh yesy we wes there lwice in one wikr, & mﬁh saeh krips In

Berumude we lmev everybody ﬂ was out there, In S%. George's. e

there wes & women iJrom Lunenburg 3
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